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Lady Raiders Return Nearly
All Skill Positions in Track

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Track & Field Boys
Have Pockets of Strength

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
was created in the early 1990s as a
way to honor past great athletes,
coaches, contributors and teams from
WHS’s illustrious athletic past. With
inductions every two years, the com-
mittee is currently working on the
10th induction class in 2012. By all
accounts, this 10th induction class
will be another outstanding group.

As these things happen, it got me
to thinking about our archrival,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, and all the
great athletes that have come through
that school. I started making a list of
names from my memory, and it was
staggering how many super athletes
the Plainsmen/Raiders have had.
Then some WHS and SPFHS
coaches, former WHS athletes, and
local fans were sought out, for more
names. There were so many, I had to
wonder why SPFHS doesn’t have an
athletic Hall of Fame. The school
does have a Wall of Fame that honors
graduates, in any field, but no Sports
Hall of Fame.

Dozens of New Jersey school dis-
tricts have started up a sports Hall of
Fame over the last 20 years, and when
you look at this list – which isn’t a
final list, just names from my memory
and that of some Faithful Readers
and coaches who helped out with
their memories – it certainly shows
that Scotch Plains Township and
Fanwood Borough don’t take a
backseat to many schools when it
comes to producing great athletes.

(Note: some of these athletes went
to a parochial or private school.)

Athletes (134): Mike Alleman,
Dave Azen, Charlie Bachi, Keith
Baker, Bob Beam, Dave Bello, Dana
Berkowitz, Steve Berkowitz, Ryan
Breznitsky, Guy Budinscak, Ali
Buckley, Bob Calhoun, Derrick
Caracter, Chris Carson, Vince Cartier,
Lou Cerchio, Phil Cirelli, Mike Co-
lumbus, Art Coon, Gary Cousar, Brian
Crawford, Jim Crowley, Joe
D’Annunzio, Mike D’Annunzio, Dan
Davis, Dan Debbie, John Denoia, Lino
DeCuollo, Mickey Donovan, Bryan
Dougher, Ed Dupuy;

Marc Fabiano, Caroline Faraldo,
David Farnsworth, Andrew Feeley,
Rick Felmeister, Steve Felmeister,
Don Fink, Billy Flagg, Kevin Ford,
Lucas and Derek Francavilla, Linda
Frankenbach, Laurie Fredericks, Greg
Frey, Lee Fusselman, Sal Gano, Brian
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Gartner, Sterling Gibbs, Hayward
Gipson, Scott Goldblatt, Jeff Greim,
Walt Grote, Joe Guty, Jeff Hammonds,
Reggie Hammonds, Steve Harris, Bob
Hering, Randy Hughes, Walton
Hughes, Scott Hurley, Rick Jackson,
Tom Jackson, Henry Janssen, Karl
Jennings, Nate Jones, Hilary
Klimowicz, Joe Kolesar, Dave
Klastava, Christine Knudsen, Todd
Kylish;

Chris LaCosta, Rudy Lanza, Gary
Lepinski, Dave Loewinger, Mike
Loewinger, Jim Lusk, Matt
Makowski, Mike Marcovecchio,
Scott Marino, Sam Martin, Ben
Martinez, Chris McAlinden, Jim
McDede, Duncan McGuiness, Steve
McNulty, Bryan Meredith, Jeff Miller,
Mary Beth Mills, John Mineo, Pat
Mineo, Steve Mineo, Dave Molten,
Terry Morton, Todd Moser, Renaldo
(Skeets) Nehemiah, Bill Newman,
Brendan O’Shea, Maurice Owens,
Steve Parker, Alex Passucci, Vic
Passucci, Gary Proto, Tim Provost;

Marcellus Reed, Richie Reed, Ed
Reilly, Jerry Reilly, Scott Rodgers,
Kyle Rowbotham, John Runnells,
David Russ, Tom Rutishauser, Brian
Schenberg, Mary Shashaty, Mike
Sorrentino, Ralph Sorrentino Jr.,
Bruce Springer, Art Swarts, Chris
Swenson, Eric Swenson, Steve
Swenson, Lance Thomas, Doug
Tompkins, Mike Towle, John
Turnbull, Lynda Walford, Kenny
Washington, Ray Williams, Steve
Williams, Blair Woodward, Harry
Wowchuck, Allie Zazzali, Frank
Zelesnick, Billy Ziobro.

Coaches (14): Bill Born, Tom
Breznitsky, Ray Callaghan, Dom Deo,
Chuck Dettmar, Al Formichella,
George Miller, Jean Poquette, Vince
Remcho, Gene Schiller, Ray
Schnitzer, Jim Sochan, Ralph
Sorrentino, Len Zanowicz.

Old-timers, pre-1960 (14): Bill
Austin, Bob Diederich, Art Brunner,
Bob Ehmann, Dave (Red) Fowler,
Howard (Crazy Legs) Graves, Ken
Howell, Jim Martin, Pete McDede,
Gaylon McGowan, Joe Scarpati, Mike
Sylvester, Tom Williams, Bob Yeakle.

Since this is an April Fools’ Eve
Devil’s Den, it would be remiss of me
not to remind our Faithful Readers
that, despite all this talent, SPFHS
has beaten WHS just 28.6 percent of
the time in their nearly 1,200 athletic
contests over the past 80-plus years.

MURRAY ALL-NORTHEAST
The baseball season doesn’t offi-

cially start until tomorrow’s opener at
SPFHS, and already A.J. Murray has
received a major honor. The 6-foot-2,
215-pound WHS senior catcher has
been named to the Rawlings/Perfect
Game Preseason Northeast Region
first team.

Murray, who will be starting his
third year behind the plate after play-
ing right field as a freshman, has hit
.492 and .482 the last two years. He
will be attending Georgia Tech on a
baseball scholarship.

A.J. is the younger brother of Mike
Murray (’06), a four-year starting
catcher at WHS and Wake Forest, and
currently in the minor league system
of the San Francisco Giants.

A.J. has a .421 career batting aver-
age at WHS. The all-time leaders are
Evan Shapiro (.469) and Mike Murray
(.468). And Dan Kerr, who last year
tied Mike Murray’s school record with
44 RBI, brings a .441 career average
into his third varsity season.

STILL STROKIN’
Some recent WHS swimmers have

been lighting it up on the collegiate
level, especially Susquehanna senior
Colin Sullivan and Maryland fresh-
man Matt Meserole.

Sullivan (WHS, ’07) had a huge
meet at the Landmark Conference
championships, winning the 100
(58.07) and 200 (2:06.49) breast-
strokes, and splitting 26.39 and 57.42
on the winning 200 and 400 medley
relays. He also went a lifetime best
2:02.44 in the 200 IM.

Meserole (’10), competing at the
Atlantic Coast Conference meet, had
some spectacular swims, including a
50.80 in the 100 fly, a 48.98 in the 100
back, a 1:47.03 in the 200 back and a
22.94 backstroke split on the medley
relay.

Alexi Kuska (’08), a junior at Rich-
mond, went 1:50.44 for her 200 leg on
the winning 800 free relay, went 4:52.51
in the 500 free, 1:51.39 in the 2-free and
16:53.91 in her 1,650 freestyle at the
Atlantic 10 championships.

The College of New Jersey roster
includes Katie Morgan (’07), Matt
Morgan (’09) and Evan Paulan (’09)
and they all sparkled at the Metro-
politan Conference meet. Paulan went
1:53.80 in the 200 IM, 58.89 in the
100 breast, 2:07.76 in the 200 breast,
and split 58.47 in the breast on a 400

medley relay. Matt Morgan clocked
1:58.70 in the IM, and 1 .52 and
2:10.23 in the breaststrokes, while
Katie went 1:06.32 for second place
in the 100 breast.

Franklin and Marshall sophomore
Max Blum (’09) had three best times
at the Centennial Conference meet,
in the 500 free (4:52.94), 400 IM
(4:18.7) and 1,650 free (17:05.10).

Chris DeLaFuente (’09), a sopho-
more at Penn, has gone 53.05 in the
100 fly, 4:14.72 in the 400 IM and
4:41.66 in the 500 free.

Suzanne Lemberg (’10), a fresh-
man at Emory in Atlanta, had a big
University Athletic Association cham-
pionships meet. She went 24.05 for
fourth in the 50 free (23.87 seed time),
1:56.77 for 11th in the 200 free, had
a 23.55 split on the winning 200 free
relay, 52.10 for fourth in the 100 free
(51.75 in prelims) and had a 52.35
split on the winning 400 free relay.

RUGBY UPDATE
Sunday, April 10, the Mudturtles

will take on the Morris Lions in the
key matchup of the annual Rugby
Day in Westfield at Kehler Stadium.
The Mudturtles feature Joe and Pete
Ondi, Nick Matthews, Ryan Elliott,
James McCrea, Thomas Edwards and
Pat Bergin.

In other games, the Mudturtle girls
will play East Islip, N.Y., and there
will be a flag game between Westfield,
Cranford and Berkeley Heights.

COLLEGE UPDATE
The Harvard lacrosse team, under

first-year head coach Chris Wojcik
(WHS, ’92), is off to a 5-1 start,
including a first-ever, 16-15 win over
Georgetown.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This week it’s top movies of 1939,

which had to be Hollywood’s zenith.
Strangely, or not, The Den has never
seen Gone With the Wind, the Wizard
of Oz or Mr. Smith Goes to Washing-
ton. With apologies to the Four Feath-
ers, Stagecoach, the Roaring Twen-
ties and Of Mice and Men . . .

5. (tie) The Hunchback of Notre
Dame. With Charles Laughton as
Quasimodo and Maureen O’Hara as
the lovely Esmeralda.

5. (tie) The Son of Frankenstein.
Basil Rathbone as Wolf von Franken-
stein, Henry’s son; Boris Karloff as
the Monster, and Bela Lugosi as Ygor.

4. Drums Along the Mohawk. This
is a John Ford classic of America’s
push to the frontier west. Henry Fonda
stars in one of his first major roles.

3. The Hound of the Baskervilles.
Basil Rathbone shifts from Dr. Fran-
kenstein to the legendary Sherlock
Holmes, joining Dr. Watson (Nigel
Bruce) to help Sir Henry Baskerville
(Richard Greene) solve a dilemma.

2. Beau Geste. The story of the
orphaned Geste brothers – Beau (Gary
Cooper), John (Ray Milland) and
Digby (Robert Preston) – and the
French Foreign Legion and the miss-
ing Blue Water sapphire. A must-see
performance by Brian Donlevy as Sgt.
Markoff (no first name). The opening
and closing scenes are haunting.

1. Gunga Din. Take a short Rudyard
Kipling poem and turn into a two-
hour thrill ride through 19th-century
India, with the rash and reckless
Sargeants Cutter (Gary Cooper),
Ballantine (Douglas Fairbanks Jr.)
and McChesney (Victor McLaglen),
along with their waterbearer Gunga
Din (Sam Jaffe), taking on one last
mission: stop the infamous Thuggee
cult at the Temples of Tentrapur!

(Next time: the Den’s five best se-
rials – cliffhangers, chapter films that
played every Saturday during mati-
nees, between the cartoons and the
main pictures. For those too young to
know what these 12- and 15-part mini-
movies were, ask your parents . . . or
grandparents . . . or your cool old
uncle.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, WHS4evr!

both running very well. They will be
top scorers in the county. We should be
able to have some good distance relays
as well,” Coach Koegel said.

Sophomore Grace Kelly, a transfer
from Union Catholic, “should be able
to help us,” added Coach Keogel.

Senior Emily Nagourney, who
helped the Raiders win the long jump
and the triple jump at the county
relays last year, will also compete in
the high jump. Senior Osa Ebose,
who placed fourth in the shot put at
the sectional meet last year, will con-
tribute plenty of team points in the
throwing events. Senior Erin Brown
and sophomore Sam Renfree will also
compete in the throws.

“Osa has done well in the throws
this winter, so we are hoping she can
get back to that. Sam did very well in
the javelin. She’s not really a shot
putter as much as a javelin thrower,”
Coach Koegel pointed out.

Coach Koegel also has some high
expectations in the hurdles with the
return of sophomores Christine
Miklas and Leah Salituro and the
addition of freshman Sarah Robinson,
a gymnast.

“We are getting better there. We
had young people last year. They are
running a lot better. Sarah is hurdling
well, and I think she can be a good
high jumper also,” he said.

Things appear to be looking up in
the pole vault with junior Avia Shadmi
and Salituro.

“Avia did well in the pole vault last
year. We are teaching Leah how to
pole vault. It’s kind of hard right now,
because we don’t have any pits. They
are out being reconditioned,” Coach
Keogel said.

Junior Isabel Crystal is the
frontrunner in the 400 meters, and
presently, the frontrunners for the 100
and 200 meters is wide open, but “We
still have kids coming out. I have 150
kids [boys and girls total] on the ros-
ter. It’s fairly evenly split. We have
some, who are not going to pan out.
We are working through those things
right now,” said Coach Keogel who
added, “From some kids, it will be a
long-term project, but they are doing
technical events, so we need time to
teach them. They don’t have middle
school track any more. A lot of kids
come in with no experience.”

The Raiders will compete in the
Summit Relays on Saturday, April 2,
then they will host Westfield on Tues-
day, April 5.

“Hopefully some things will come
together with these young girls. We
do have potential,” Coach Koegel said.
“For a lot of them, it’s new, and they
have to figure out the commitment
we expect from them.”

the conference and fourth in the 3,200
at the section meet last year. Junior
Jon Kerry will add depth in the 1,600
meters, and senior Kyle Mahoney
will add depth in the 3,200 meters.

“We will have strength, obviously
with a guy like Parker in the dis-
tances. We have a couple of guys. We
expect to score well in the distances,”
Coach McGriff said.

Parker also has the flexibility to
compete in the 800 meters, as well as
the distance medley relay and sprint
medley relay when necessary. The
Raider “Iron men” are expected to be
Moussa Channaoui and Blackwell in
hurdles and jumps, and Parker in the
800, 1,600 and 3,200.

“We are expecting those guys to do
four events. Parker, as a distance run-
ner, he may run all three and even he
will run the 4x400 if we need a man,
which he has done. That’s always
been the strength with those guys,
who can score in four events,” Coach
McGriff pointed out.

The Raiders also have some
“oomph” in the field events with se-
nior Sebastian Valdes, who placed sixth
in the conference last year in the shot

put, and senior Mike Tufaro, who
placed fifth in the javelin and sixth in
the discus at the conference meet. Se-
niors Mike Burke and Christian Orozco
will add depth in the events.

“We scored in the shot put in the
winter time, but those skill events
will help us a lot with Valdes and
Tufaro,” commented Coach McGriff.

Last year, juniors Zack Carow and
Dan Pesin placed third and fourth, re-
spectively, in the conference meet in
the pole vault. With several of their
opponents having graduated, both could
be near the top in the county in the
event.

“Right now, I think he [Carow] is
not one of the best in the county, if not
the best in the county,” Coach McGriff
predicted.

Presently, Coach McGriff is check-
ing out the abilities of the newer re-
cruits to see where they would fit in
best.

The Raiders will open their season
at the Summit Relays on Saturday,
April 2, then host Westfield on Tues-
day, April 5.

“The first meet, we will feel out the
young talent,” Coach McGriff said.

POSING WITH THE BEST…After the semifinal game of the NJSIAA Non-Public,
North B basketball tournament, where Oratory Prep Rams played No 2 ranked St.
Anthony’s, Westfield resident Ryan Murray captured a moment with St. Anthony’s
legendary high school coach Bob Hurley. Ryan, a senior at Oratory Prep, who plays
point guard for the Rams, was just awarded the St. Philip Neri Award, Oratory’s
highest academic honor. He is the son of Daniel and Nancy Murray and will attend
the Carroll School of Management at Boston College in the fall.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent, Westfield Office 2006-2010
#1 Listing Agent, Westfield Office 2004-2010

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

952 Crestwood Road, Scotch Plains, NJ $699,900
JUST LISTED! Beautiful, like NEW 11 room, 4 BR, 2-1/2 bath Colonial w/open, flexible floor plan. Family Rm., FLR w/fplc.; gourmet
center isl. kitchen open to FDR; MBR w/full bath & 2 walk-in closets; 2nd flr. laundry, LL w/finished rec. rm., office & play room.
Nestled on a 1/3 acre lot w/one car oversized garage. House is complete & ready for immediate occupancy.  DIR: Seneca to Crestwood.
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