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Blue Devils Filling
Big Tennis Shoes

KLEMOW, LEYDEN, SHLISSEL TO LEAD

Raider Netmen Feature
More Depth this Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team depth may be just the ingre-
dient that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys tennis team needs
to have a successful season against a
very competitive schedule.

Even though the Raiders have
graduated their No. 1 (Dan Nizri) and
No. 2 (Steve Bello) singles players,
senior Ezra Klemow has stepped up
from third singles to grab the No. 1
spot, and seniors Eric Leyden and
Evan Shlissel, along with sophomore
Andrew Leischner, have been bat-
tling for the second and third singles
spots.

“It’s going to be a very exciting
year. We have Ezra playing first
singles, but this year we have a lot
more depth than we had in the past,”
Raider Head Coach Gary Wasserman
said. “Ezra, last year he played sec-
ond and third singles. He has really
stepped it up this year. He is a tough
lefty southpaw.”

Leischner, a soccer player with his
wild tennis style, is reminiscent of
Bello, who was also a soccer player.

“All the sudden Andrew Leischner
really stepped it up. It’s not the pret-
tiest tennis, but the guy doesn’t miss.
His strokes are totally unorthodox.
He hits a one-handed forearm and a
two-handed forehand. It’s pretty ex-
treme, but being a tennis coach, I
wouldn’t change a thing, because he
doesn’t miss,” said Coach Wasserman,
who added, “I had the same problem
last year. I had Steve Bello. Steve and

Andrew are friends. I have always
called it the Bello effect. He’s a kid
who is an unbelievable athlete with
unorthodox game skills and can take
it to the next level.”

Senior Kyle Douglas, who placed
third at second doubles in the Union
County Tournament last year, is
amidst a number of teammates vying
for the open doubles spots. Seniors
Sam Bhakuni and Mike Rizzo, sopho-
mores Mike Rosenheck and twins
Jesse and Alex Ozdamar, and fresh-
men Benjamin Yin and Josh Lopez
are in the mix.

“It’s wide open at the bottom of the
list. These guys are pretty much even.
It’s a matter of who can step it up,
who can volley the best, who can
work together the best and develop
the best chemistry,” Coach
Wasserman said.

Last year’s schedule was tough
enough, but this year’s schedule may
be even more challenging.

“We have Chatham, Westfield,
Ridge. We have a couple of teams up
in Essex County. It should be inter-
esting. It’s nice to play teams out of
the Union schools area. I think our
team would rather play competitive
teams,” Coach Wasserman said.

The Raiders open their season with
Governor Livingston at 4.p.m. on April
Fools Day at LaGrande Park. The
Raiders will travel to Bridgewater-
Raritan on Monday, April 4, then after
hosting Glen Ridge on Tuesday, April
5, they will host rival Westfield on
Wednesday, April 6.

pions four consecutive years, made it
to the TOC finals four consecutive
years, won two of those,” Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner said. “So
there is some pressure there to keep it
going. No doubt!”

The returning four starters, how-
ever, have good credentials. Chu has
won two UCT doubles titles, Kowalski
won the UCT third singles title,
Simmons owns a UCT doubles title
and sophomore Scott Thompson has
a UCT doubles title under his belt.
But as of March 24, none of the
varsity spots has an owner, which
means there are a lot of hungry con-
tenders.

“Everything else is in play. There
are a lot of good players,” Coach
Kapner commented.

It is expected that of the four re-
turning veterans, three will win the
singles positions. In the mix for the
doubles positions are juniors Jacob
Ziff, Max Mancini and Jake Harris,
and sophomores Adam Green, Justin
Cafiero and Henry Resnikoff.

The Blue Devils still appear to be
the dominant force in the county, but
how would they fare in the sectional
tournament, the Group 4 tournament
and the TOC this season?

Quoting an old friend, Tony Bristol,
Coach Kapner said, “ ‘Often in high
school sports, it’s not about how good
you are, it’s how good your opponents
are.’ We are a very, very good team.
How good is Livingston going to be?
How good is Morris Knolls going to
be? There are a number of good pro-
grams out there, and how do we match
up against them? How do we match up
in the sections? The conference and
the county really shouldn’t be that
difficult, but in the sections, is
Bridgewater going to make a come-
back this year? That’s high school
sports. Everything works in cycles.”

ROSENBURGH, SNYDER, ALLEN, LAFORGE TO LEAD

Devil Lax Boys Have Strength
Up The Middle, Rising Stars

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two humbling seasons that netted
a disappointing 7-31 record was
quickly turned around last year when
the Westfield High School boys la-
crosse team restored its pride in a big
way by becoming Union County Tour-
nament finalists, defeating Pingry in
the Bristol Cup and finishing with a
12-8 record. But this year’s Blue
Devils are not satisfied.

“We had a great year last year, and
we are not satisfied with that. We
want to do as well or better, which is
going to be quite a challenge, consid-
ering how many outstanding players
we graduated,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Marc Silbergeld said.

The outstanding graduates were:
John Bohlinger, the team’s leading
scorer by far, now attending Mary
Washington University; Sean
Scrudato, who is at Stevens Tech;
Minister of Defense Andrew Arnold
now at Sienna; Zander Maslow now
at Roanoke; Pat Sabatino now attend-
ing Stevens Tech; Zach Helfand now
at the University Michigan and Evan
Rosenburgh also at the University of
Michigan.

“Those guys are doing great in
college. We hope that their work ethic
and their success rubbed off on the
young guys,” Coach Silbergeld said.

Fortunately, that success has rubbed
off on team captains Jeff Laforge,
Tom Snyder, Jack Allen and Sam
Rosenburgh, among others, but fill-
ing Bohlinger’s shoes as the major
gunslinger will be a challenge.
Rosenburgh, senior James Lisooey
and junior Paul Devita will be on the

attack.
“That’s a lot of points. We are not

trying to fill his shoes. We are just
trying to spread out his points. Some-
thing that this team is going to show
this year is going to be a more bal-
anced attack. There are no stars on
this team, especially on the offensive
side of the ball. Everybody is a threat.
We have some good depth. We don’t
have much drop off,” Coach
Silbergeld said.

As goalie and the last line of de-
fense, LaForge, who has committed
to Franklin & Marshall in the fall,
finished with 128 saves and was se-
lected Honorable Mention All-Union
County last year.

The Blue Devils will fortify their
middle with midfielders Allen, who
has committed to Bates University,
and juniors, John Lanzano, Ryan
Bohrod and Patrick Dyer, and senior
defenders Snyder, who committed to
Clark University, and Connor
Melofchik and sophomore Christian
Burgdorf. Junior Ryan Rittendale will
be the front man on face-offs.

“We have two really good face-off
guys in Ryan Rittendale and Peter
Bevin. We are trying to develop a
third. Ryan is a great face-off guy,
and Peter is a great complement to
him. Jeff Laforge is a rock. He is an
outstanding goalie. I think he is one
of the best in the state. The way that
I approach the game is, if you have
an outstanding goalie and an out-
standing face-off guy, you should be
in every game. Jeff is the corner-
stone of the defense. Tom Snyder
and Connor Melofchick will bring
some senior leadership,” Coach

Silbergeld said.
Coach Silbergeld also believes he

has some rising stars.
“We feel Christian Burgdorf has a

good chance of starting. He’s quite an
athlete and quite a physical speci-
men. We have Rosenburgh returning
at attack and James Lisooey. We are
hoping that those two guys will quar-
terback the offense. Allen, this is his
third year on varsity. He has stepped
up as a leader on and off the field,” he
said.

The Blue Devils are aware that
every game will be a challenge.

“Our schedule is brutal as it always
is. We are competing in the Fitch
Division, which is the most competi-
tive in the state. It only got harder this
year. Randolph and Columbia
dropped and Delbarton came in. Ev-
eryone of our division games is against
a potential top-10 team,” Coach
Silbergeld pointed out. “Our boys
know that every time we step on the
field, we need to bring everything we
have and that we need to be prepared.
We need to execute under extreme
duress.”

After the Blue Devils open at A.L.
Johnson in Clark tomorrow, April 1,
they will travel to “Murderers’ Row”
against Fitch Division opponents West
Morris (Monday, April 4), Summit
(Wednesday, April 6) and Delbarton
(Saturday, April 9) before hosting
Chatham on Tuesday, April 12.

“Three top five programs right off
the bat, but we are up to the challenge.
We compete with Summit every year,
and we would like be the team that
ends their two-year winning streak,”
Coach Silbergeld said.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING FOR ACTION ON THE COURTS…Pictured, left to right, seniors Ezra Klemow, Eric Leyden and Evan
Shlissel have been selected as team captains of the Raider boys tennis team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR A CHALLENGING SEASON…Blue Devil boys lacrosse team captains, pictured, left to right, Sam
Rosenburgh, Tom Snyder, Jack Allen and Jeff Laforge are looking forward to a very challenging season.
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This pristine two bedroom, 1 1/2 bath end-unit townhome is located in the desirable Williamsburg Commons commu-
nity.   The inviting sun-filled living room boasts gleaming hardwood floors, wood-burning fireplace and large bow pic-
ture window that opens to the formal dining room with chair rail.  The bright, updated kitchen has a planning desk and
plentiful cabinetry. An updated powder room completes this level.  The second floor offers two bedrooms with double
closets, full, updated bath and two linen closets. The basement houses laundry, abundant storage and access to the one
car attached garage.  The delightful covered porch with view of the courtyard is a distinct feature of this home.  This com-
munity is pet-friendly. Conveniently located near schools and within blocks of New York City transportation and West-
field’s award-winning downtown, this wonderful unit will surely impress.  

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office East
209 Central Avenue

908.233.5555

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2011 1-4PM
585 TRINITY PLACE, WESTFIELD  •  OFFERED FOR $369,000

EXPERIENCE, TRUST, RELIABILITY& SERVICE

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007, 2008 & 2010

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007, 2008 & 2010

Coldwell Banker 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Sales Associate 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
WESTFIELD EAST

220 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality 
craftsmanship throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with Cherry 
cabinets & granite counters, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central vacuum, first floor 
laundry, professionally landscaped, fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation Room with gym!
                                                                                                                 Offered for $929,000


