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Center For Hope Lauds Honorees,
Thanks Supporters of Charity Ball Letters to the Editor

We Need to Be Creative and Vigilant
When Constructing School Budgets

Westfield BOE Candidate Aims to
Take Pressure Off Students

Town and BOE Should Work
Together to Solve WHS Parking Issue

The Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care hosted its 25th Annual
Charity Ball on February 19 at The Grand
Summit Hotel. Recognition was given to
three special supporters.

Frank P. Lettera was presented with
the Coloney-Hudson Award. Frank was
chosen for this prestigious award because
of his many years of dedication to Center
For Hope Hospice through his service to
both the CFHH Board of Trustees and
Development Committee. The Develop-
ment Committee raises funds for patients
who do not have the ability to pay for
services. He was instrumental in the suc-
cess of the 2010 CFHH 5K Run/Walk
fundraiser, which brought in 400 partici-
pants and over $30,000.

Community awards also were pre-
sented to two other local supporters. Stage
House Restaurant in Scotch Plains re-
ceived the Community Business For Hope
Award due to its benevolent support of
CFHH and its mission. Linda Weaver
received the Community Service Award
for her commitment to the CFHH Auxil-
iary and her dedication as a volunteer.

With over 200 supporters in atten-

dance at the 25th annual charity ball
fundraiser, many sponsors were repre-
sented to show their support. Partners in
Sound Entertainment Group donated
music for dancing. Gina Addeo and Mike
Sullivan were Gold Sponsors of the event.
Community Sponsors included: Mollie
and John Aiello, Karen DeChristopher,
Jane and Joe DeRose, Europa Bar and
Restaurant, Bonnie Fee and family,
Flannery’s Pub, Garden Restaurant, Bar-
bara Hendrick, Karen and Kevin Larkin,
Miele’s Greenhouse, Molly Maguire’s
Irish Pub and Restaurant, Stage House
Restaurant, Barbara Witt, and Barbara
and Robert Yankevicz.

The board of trustees, administration
and staff of CFHH wish to thank every-
one who supported the 25th Annual Char-
ity Ball. The purpose of the charity ball is
for supporters to come together to reflect
on past milestones, celebrate goals and
achievements, and pledge monetary sup-
port for the future of quality end-of-life
care provided by Center For Hope Hos-
pice and Palliative Care.

Robert Coloney, President
CFHH, Scotch Plains

On Wednesday, March 23, I attended
the Westfield  Parking and Traffic Safety
meeting held at WHS. As a candidate for
the board of education, I want to be in-
volved in the discussion of issues affect-
ing our schools. The meeting was the first
of a series planned to address the parking
and traffic problems around WHS and
Edison Intermediate School. A lack of
on-site parking has put a burden on the
surrounding neighborhoods as high-
school students seek parking spaces for
their morning commute to school. Many
people were upset that their neighbor-
hoods have become satellite parking lots
for the high school. I understand their
concerns for the safety of their own chil-
dren and property as young and inexperi-
enced drivers frantically race to find a
parking spot and hurry to class. My daugh-
ter has told me stories of arriving at
school an hour early to get a parking place
near the school.

It was a very positive step that the
board of education and town council co-
sponsored the meeting. It will take efforts
from both groups to solve the problem.
Opening the Armory parking lots to stu-
dent parking would bring added relief. A
cooperative effort to involve the town
and the Armory is a great first step to a
solution. More on-site parking at the high
school would certainly be welcome. Ex-
panding the parking lots at the high school
would create spaces to allow students to
park. However, the first priority of the
board must remain the education of the
students and removing funds from the
budget to create parking spaces may not
be the best solution for the school. It may
be financially feasible if a project can be
done jointly between the town and the
school district as an upgrade to Rahway

Avenue as has happened in other com-
munities.

Other suggestions made during the
meeting included enforcement and uni-
form application of parking and traffic
regulations combined with an effort to
raise the awareness of students of their
impact on their neighbors. As someone
who has received, and paid, a parking
ticket in town I know that the thought of
paying more tickets modified my behav-
ior. Perhaps the same lesson needs to be
applied to our young drivers. Our stu-
dents need to be good neighbors in their
community rather than an additional nui-
sance of living near a school.

Litter and poor driving habits need to
be addressed by the students themselves.
Our students are very socially conscious
as demonstrated by their efforts to sup-
port disaster relief. I would hope they can
bring the same social consciousness to
this local issue. Carpool and reduce on
street parking whenever possible. Keep
neighborhood streets clean and safe for
everyone.

No matter the outcome, I was glad to
see the first steps taken by the board and
town council to address the concerns of
the community. As a member of the board
of education I hope to be part of the
solution to this problem and others that
face our community. Balancing the edu-
cational needs of our students with the
financial concerns of our community I
hope to earn your vote on April 27.

Send me an e-mail at
jmiceli.westfield@gmail.com with your
comments or questions regarding this or
other issues facing the Westfield schools.

Joseph Miceli
Candidate for Westfield BOE

While I strongly believe serving as a
member of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, entails more than just an examina-
tion of the budget and balance sheet, the
very fact, that our budget is being con-
structed now, serves as a time to focus on
the details, before it goes to the public for
a final vote.

On March 18, the board circulated
budget talking points as follows: Budget
Byte 4. Lost State Aid Impacts Budget.

1) In 1991 – 1992 state aid to the
Westfield Public Schools was $8.5 mil-
lion;

2) Next year state aid will total just
over $1.2 million;

3) Westfield residents sent more than
$74 million in income tax to the State of
New Jersey in 2009; and

4) The district is succeeding in replac-
ing some of the lost state aid with addi-
tional sources of revenue, such as health
insurance contributions, student activity
fees, and grants that total more than $1
million.

If we examine those specific talking
points, we might come to the following
conclusions:

1) In what context is the $8.5? That is,
how has that number increased or de-
creased over the following years, as a
percentage of student population. In other
words, what is the relevance?

2) Again, where is the context? Abso-
lute numbers by themselves, offer very
little to make a case for Westfield;

3) I understand that there is a specific
formula, designed by the State legislature
to determine this number. Part of the
formula is the total income of the resi-
dents of a community, as well as, the real
estate values of the homes. In other words,
the “wealthier” the community, the more
tax dollars go to the state. There is little or
nothing we can do about this.

Most of the state aid goes to the Abbott
districts. In fact, it is very possible that
there are some school districts in our
District Factor Group (DFG) that don’t
contribute as much as Westfield;

4) Additional sources of revenue. I
would very strongly argue that grant ac-
commodations are the only source of
additional revenue mentioned. The stu-
dent activity fee, while adding more dol-
lars to the income side of the ledger, is in

reality a hidden tax. Every family that has
a freshman entering the high school this
year, will pay between $60 and $125
additional, for each member of their fam-
ily participating in either athletics or co-
curricular activities. The next logical step,
is to begin to charge families, fees for
taking elective subjects. Why should these
extra fees just be limited to athletics and
co-curricular activities? Perhaps at this
point a stretch.

But the point is, that some of our ex-
penses are being outsourced to the spe-
cific users. We need to be careful that we
don’t merely dismiss this tax versus ac-
tivity fee as just semantics. Believe me, to
the family that is paying the extra dollars,
heretofore included in the board of edu-
cation budget, this is not semantics.

Finally, and most importantly, health
insurance contributions, are not sources
of revenue. They are savings, plain and
simple! After my children graduated from
college, and I didn’t need to pay for
tuition anymore, I didn’t receive a new
source of revenue. I either stopped taking
out loans or I stopped dipping into my
savings. To suggest that the health insur-
ance contributions are a source of rev-
enue is misleading at best and intellectu-
ally dishonest at worst. I know the latter
is not the case. But it does put the idea out
there.

Instead of using the prior expense of
the health insurance premiums to fund
other recurring expenses, why not use the
health insurance savings to reduce our
debt? I am confident that the board has
refinanced the debt whenever possible to
reduce our interest expense, but here is a
way to make a risk free investment and
receive a higher rate of interest for that
investment than any other instrument
available. If these health insurance sav-
ings are instead used to finance recurring
expenses, where do the funds come form
in the following years to cover these very
expenses?

In today’s very tough financial envi-
ronment, we need to more than ever, be
creative and vigilant when constructing
our school budget. Just some food for
thought.

Keith Hertell
Candidate for Westfield BOE

I recently saw the film Race to No-
where and was struck by its complexity.
While I’d heard that the crux of the movie
was about no homework, I came away
with much more – the idea that we are
pushing our children: to be the best, the
first, and the most well rounded. But to
what end and at what cost? The movie
professes that schools are teaching to
standardized tests. While students are
becoming “good test takers and cheaters,”
they aren’t given the chance to become
critical thinkers or problem solvers.

In Westfield, we have some dedicated
and forward thinking teachers who work
hard to help our children, their students,
love learning and become independent
critical thinkers. We have teachers who
come in early, to work with students, and
stay late to work with colleagues to en-
sure consistency and to improve their
practice. This is where we need to focus.
It doesn’t require more money or fund-
ing. It requires thoughtful and deep re-
flection about what it means to be literate
in this society. What does it mean to be
smart? And then it takes a district, school
board, and community working together
toward that shared goal.

In talking with several high school
parents, it’s quite apparent that many
children are stressed about the amount of
work and desire to excel. However, par-
ents also have told me their children were
very prepared for college because of the
rigor at the high school. This dynamic
needs to be explored and reconciled. It’s
a complex problem, with many outside
factors. But ultimately we need to focus
on how we in Westfield create an envi-
ronment that supports children’s contin-
ued growth and learning without placing
so much pressure on them that they be-
come exhausted, disengaged, or physi-
cally sick.

I’m thrilled and hopeful by the grass
roots discussions occurring amongst our
teachers, parents and students. If elected
to the board, I’d like to be an integral part
of these discussions and work towards
developing initiatives about these issues.

Check out my Facebook page on “Race
to Nowhere” and contact me at
kurstedtforschoolboard@gmail.com.
Vote on Wednesday, April 27.

Rosanne Kurstedt
Candidate for the Westfield BOE

WHS Alum Encourages Others
To Support Westfield School Budget

As the vote on the school budget ap-
proaches, I am reminded of what brought
my family to this town in the first place.
I grew up in Westfield and attended
Franklin, Roosevelt, and Westfield High
Schools. I played sports on school teams,
participated in school clubs, and got a
great education. My childhood and
schooling in Westfield were what every
parent wants for their children.

I moved away for college and work,
but once I was married with school-aged
children, I wanted to come back to
Westfield to raise my kids. This is a
common theme for literally dozens of my
WHS classmates, whom I now see on a
daily basis attending numerous school
and athletic activities with my children.
My wife and I chose this town for the
same reasons my parents had years ear-
lier, because it is a great community for
families, and a big part of that is the high
caliber of the public schools.

The board of education is proposing a
1.3 percent ($1.17 million) increase in
the 2011-2012 school budget so they can

preserve the staffing levels and programs
the schools have had this year. This bud-
get represents a tax increase of approxi-
mately $171 per household. Recall that
this proposed budget is coming on the
heels of a $4.1 million reduction in state
aid in the 2010-2011 budget, forcing the
elimination of over 30 positions in the
school system and zero purchases of new
computer equipment or library books.

The teachers and administration have
and continue to do an admirable job pre-
serving the quality of education in
Westfield with dwindling financial re-
sources. Westfield’s current per-pupil
spending ($12,009) is substantially lower
than the state average ($13,860), and
dangerously lower than comparable high-
quality school systems such as Millburn
($14,910) and Summit ($14,411).

I hope Westfield homeowners see the
importance of approving the proposed
school budget, and I encourage you to
vote Yes on Wednesday, April 27.

James Meiselman
WHS Class of ‘87, Westfield


