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BUDGET APPROVED…The Union County College Board of School Estimate
approved a $69-million budget for 2011-2012 last week. Pictured, left to right, are:
UCC Trustee Wilson Londono; Union County Freeholder Vice-Chair Al Mirabella;
UCC student Whydir Durham; UCC Trustee George Castro; Freeholder Chair-
man Deborah Scanlon; UCC students Lucio Barreto, Mirla Cristina Rodriguez,
Garnet Roberts-Batson and Luz-Marina Pfau; UCC Trustees Frank Bolden and
Mary Zimmermann; UCC Trustee Chairman Victor Richel; Union County
Manager George Devanney; Union County Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, and UCC
President Margaret McMenamin.

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com
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·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match
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·At home estimating service
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PARK GROVE AUTO BODY
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Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney
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ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC
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908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com
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Westfield United Fund Evaluates
Distribution Requests for 2012

WESTFIELD — “What would you
do if you were suddenly given over
half a million dollars, then told you
must divide the sum among 18 agen-
cies which are your dependents?”
asked Colleen Echausse, chairwoman
of the United Fund’s Fund Distribu-
tion Committee.

How do you determine that agen-
cies which transport senior citizens,
deliver meals to homebound citizens,
provide shelter and counseling to
domestic abuse victims, and teach
youngsters about substance abuse
prevention are receiving the adequate
funding they need in order to truly
make a difference?

For Mrs. Echausse, whose com-
mittee is charged with reviewing fund-
ing for programs from the Westfield
United Fund’s member agencies, the
task is hardly easy. But in the end,
Mrs. Echausse said the dedicated resi-
dents who serve with her are doing
their due diligence and are conduct-
ing an extensive review process that
reflects the concerns of those who
donate to the Westfield United Fund.

“The input and involvement of our
volunteers provides a critical link to
the community,” Mrs. Echausse said.
“We want to assure Westfield United

Fund contributors that their money is
being used wisely.”

The 14 residents on the Fund Dis-
tribution Committee spend hundreds
of hours over a three-month period,
interviewing agency directors, re-
viewing financial information and
evaluating the effectiveness of pro-
grams and services. Each agency is
responsible for answering questions
on the achievements of their pro-
grams, how many people they are
serving, what alternative sources of
income are available to them, and
what problems they could encounter
in the next year.

After reviewing and evaluating the
agencies’ requests, the committee
then debates and deliberates the needs
of both the community and each
agency to determine how the funds
are to be allocated.

“The combination of changing
needs and available funds make the
allocation process a continuing chal-
lenge and more difficult task each
year,” said John Schmidt, president
of the Westfield United Fund Board
of Trustees.

Once the Westfield United Fund
Board of Trustees approves the fi-
nal recommendations from the
committee, the 2011 campaign goal
will be established and the money
raised will be distributed begin-
ning 2012.

Throughout the entire process, Mrs.
Echausse said, the Fund Distribution
Committee never loses sight of the
residents who donate to the Westfield
United Fund.

“The caring and financial support
of our residents truly reflects the
Westfield spirit of outreach and giv-
ing to others,” she said. “They can be
comforted by the knowledge that
their gift will go far — but not far
away.”

The Westfield United Fund mem-
ber agencies include: The Ameri-
can Red Cross, The ARC of Union
County, the Boy Scouts, CASA,
Central Jersey Legal Services, the
Cerebral Palsy League, Commu-
nity Access Unlimited, CONTACT
We Care, the Girl Scouts, the Jew-
ish Community Center, Jewish Fam-
ily Services, Mobile Meals of
Westfield, Prevention Links, UCPC
Behavioral Healthcare, the
Westfield Day Care Center, the
Westfield “Y,” YWCA Eastern
Union County and Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Services.

College’s $69-Mil. Budget
Includes $22 Mil. From UC
CRANFORD – Union County Presi-

dent Margaret McMenamin announced
the Board of School Estimate has se-
cured $22 million in county funding for
UCC’s upcoming academic year in
support of UCC’s $69-million budget.

Of the total amount from the county,
$12 million was earmarked for op-
erations and $10 million was estab-
lished as rehabilitation funding in-
cluding $2.9 million for the Lessner
Building on the Elizabeth Campus
and improvements to the Cranford
Campus. The county has also bud-
geted an additional $375,000 for the
freeholders scholarship program.

Of the total budget, $44.8-million
is supported through tuition with state
allocation listed at $9.7 million a
decrease of $800,000 from last year’s
$10.5 million as listed in UCC’s 2010
audit. UCC has a capital outlay bud-
get for 2011-2012 of $18.6 million.

The budget includes a tuition increase
of $9 per credit hour and general fee
increases of $2.75 per credit hour. The
current tuition rate is $109 per credit
hour for Union County residents and
$218 for out-of-county residents.The
school has 9,929 full-time students.

Ms. McMenamin was joined by
five Union County College students
who spoke to the members of the
Board of School Estimate.

“These students are living testa-
ments to the great support Union
County College receives from our
freeholders,” Ms. McMenamin said.

The Board of School Estimate is
comprised of Union County  Free-
holder members, Chairman Deborah
Scanlon, Vice-Chair Al Mirabella,
and Freeholder Daniel Sullivan. Rep-
resenting Union County College were
Board of Trustee Chairman Victor
Richel and Trustee Frank Bolden.

Also in attendance were alternates
to the Board of School Estimate,
Union County College Trustees Wil-
son Londono and George Castro.

SPF Tea Party First Meeting
Attracts Over 80 Attendees
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Tea Party hosted its first
public meeting on March 21 at the Scotch
Hills Country Club. The topic was on
healthcare, which generated enough in-
terest to attract over 80 attendees.

“We started to run out of chairs,”
said Al Smith, a member of the ex-
ecutive committee of the SPF Tea
Party. “We’re going to have to find a
larger room for our next meeting.”

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) was
the featured speaker at the meeting
and he addressed the group about
healthcare. He told the audience that
the House of Representatives voted
to repeal “Obama’s healthcare law”
which was met with a round of ap-
plause. Mr. Lance reminded the audi-
ence that the U.S. Senate did not vote
for the repeal. He stated that he felt
this issue needed to go immediately
to the United States Supreme Court
and that he and others were working
on a resolution to ask the Court to
hear the case. Mr. Lance also ad-
dressed the budget issue, another topic
of interest to the group.

The other speaker at the meeting
was Dr. Alieta Eck, who discussed
problems with the Medicaid program.
She stated that currently one in seven
New Jerseyans is dependent on Med-
icaid. She informed the group that
the design for Medicaid is basically
flawed because most of the money
goes to pay government workers who
help administer the plan, rather than
to the doctors who treat the patients.
Dr. Eck presented some unique, al-
ternative ideas for providing

healthcare to the poor in the state. Dr.
Eck and her husband, John, also a
physician, operate a free clinic for
the poor that currently cares for 300
patients a month.

“By the number of people who
attended tonight,” Mr. Smith said, “it
is evident that people are concerned
about policy issues and want to be-
come better informed. That is one of
the objectives of the SPF Tea Party is
“to help citizens become better in-
formed.” Frank Festa, another mem-
ber of the SPF Tea Party, stated, “We
believe informed citizens are empow-
ered citizens.”

For more information,visit
www.spf-teaparty.org/.

Merck, Sanofi-Aventis Terminate
Animal Health Divisions Merger

WHITEHOUSE STATION —
Merck & Co. Inc. will continue to
maintain its animal health division
after French pharmaceutical firm
Sanofi-Aventis SA and Merck termi-
nated an agreement last week to form
a joint-venture in the animal health
business, citing the complexity of the
transaction and regulations.

Both companies had announced a
plan to form a joint venture in March
2010. The merger between Sanofi’s
animal health unit Merial and Merck’s
Intervet/Schering Plough would have
created the world’s largest animal
health business. Merial generated
$2.6 billion of sales in 2010 and
Intervet/Schering-Plough reported

sales of $2.9 billion.
“Merck will continue to operate

with Intervet/Schering Plough as its
animal division,” Merck spokesman
Steve Ciampanini told The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

According to a report on
MarketWatch, Merck and Sanofi
abandoned plans to combine their
animal health businesses “because of
the increasing complexity of imple-
menting the proposed transaction.”
They cited “the nature and extent of
the anticipated divestitures and the
length of time necessary for the world-
wide regulatory review process.”
Merck and Schering-Plough merged
in November 2009.

Passport Fair in GW
GARWOOD — The Garwood Post

Office will host a  Passport event on
Saturday, April 9,  from 10 a.m. until
1 p.m. to provide Passport informa-
tion to U.S. citizens and to accept
Passport applications.  The Post Of-
fice is joining the Department of
State in celebrating Passport Day in
the USA 2011, a national Passport
acceptance and outreach event.

U.S. citizens must present a valid
Passport book when entering or
re-entering the United States by
air. U.S. citizens entering the
United States from Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean and Ber-
muda at land borders and sea ports
of entry must present a Passport
book, Passport card, or other travel
documents approved by the U.S.
government.

Information on the cost and how to
apply for a U.S. passport is available at
travel.state.gov. U.S. citizens may also
obtain Passport information by phone,
in English and Spanish, by calling the
National Passport Information Center
toll-free at 1-877-487-2778.

The Garwood Post Office is
ilocated at 202 Center Street.

FW Library Kids Dept.
Closed Due to Flooding

FANWOOD — As a result of dam-
age from recent flooding, the Board of
Trustees of the Fanwood Memorial
Library have expressed concerns re-
garding public health and safety of
patrons, according Dan Weiss, the
library’s director.  “As such, they want
to make sure that the community is
informed that the downstairs level of
the Library (Children’s Department
and Program space) will be closed for
the foreseeable future as remediation
takes place,” Mr. Weiss said in a press
release issued Monday.

All library services, programs and ac-
tivities for adults and children will con-
tinue to be available on the main level.
Patrons are asked to  contact the library
to check on programming.

 Anne M. Hale Speaker Series 
Made possible by a grant from  

The Thomas Glasser Foundation  
and The Anne and Lee Hale Fund 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Rich Bagger 
Westfield Resident and Chief of Staff 

For Governor Chris Christie 
 

“Managing State Government  
During Economically Challenging Times” 

Wednesday, April 13   7:00 pm 
 

 
Dr. Mark Taylor 

Westfield Native, Author of Crisis on Campus and 
Chairman of the Department of Religion,        
Columbia University  
 
“Crisis on Campus” 
Thursday, June 1   7:00 pm 

 
 

Dr. Roy Vagelos 
Former Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

Merck and Company and Westfield Native 
 

“The Changing Pharmaceutical Industry” 
Wednesday, October 5   7:00 pm 

 
 

Bob Wischusen 
Westfield Native and announcer for the  
New York Jets and ESPN 
 
“Living the Dream” 
November date to be announced 
 
 

All programs at the Westfield Memorial Library 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield  

 
Open to the public. Register on the Library’s website at www.wmlnj.org 

and click Online Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 x 7951. 
 

Candidates Sought
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Democratic Committee is seeking
candidates to run for town council
this fall. Anyone with interest should
call Dave Haas at (908) 233-5883 as
soon as possible.

NJSBA Taps  Websites
TRENTON — The New Jersey School

Boards Association (NJSBA) is using
Facebook and Twitter to encourage
citizen participation in the April 27
school election. Visit facebook.com/
voteapril27, twitter.com/voteapril27/
and njsba.org/elections. The voter
egistration deadline is April 6.


