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OPEN HOUSE GALA
 You are cordially invited to our Open House Event 

April 3, 2011  1-4 pm
Visit our website or snap the QR code for a complete list of our Open Houses Snap this QR code 

with your Smartphone 
to visit our Web site

Photo courtesy of Phyllis Mirabella
SCIENCE STANDOUTS...Park Middle School in Scotch Plains held its Eighth Annual Science Fair on March 11 at the
school. Experiments involving all types of testing and displays were featured, ranging from Vitamin C and iodine to wind
power.  All experiments were conducted and presented by Park Middle School’s fifth- to eighth-grade students. A total of
179 students participated. Pictured above are the winners in each catagory. See the full story on page 19.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING FOR A CAUSE...Volunteers from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) and the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA are organizing “United
for a Cause” 5K Run on Saturday, April 16, to raise funds in order to offset the
cost of medical bills incurred by SPFHS teacher Diane McGovern, who is battling
breast cancer. Pictured, sitting, are Sam More and Nicolette Nambrosio, and
standing, left to right: Raushan Palejwala, Kevin Schmidt, Robert Stevens, Sheri
Cognetti and Janette Birkett. See the story on page 9.

Maggie Fram for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO MERGE OR NOT TO MERGE…The Scotch Plains Township Council met
March 23 to discuss which departments they would like to merge with Fanwood
as recommended in a shared services report.

Photo courtesy of Toby Burgdorf
HELPING HAND…Union County Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
volunteers are sworn in on Tuesday at the Union County Courthouse by state
Superior Court Judge James Hely, shown here signing the volunteers’ confiden-
tiality agreements. Betsey Burgdorf of Westfield, pictured center, was among 14
volunteers sworn in. For more information on CASA, or becoming a CASA, visit
casaofunioncounty.org.

BOE Adopts $80.3 Mil. Budget
With Tax Levy of $73.6 Mil.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last Thurs-
day the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education unanimously passed,
upon its second reading, the proposed
2011-2012 budget of $80.3 million
of which $76.9 is for operating ex-
penses. A total of $73.6 million would
be raised in local taxes.

The budget, first approved by the
board February 28, represents a de-
crease of $1,075,726 from last year’s
operating budget, according to board
member Donald Parisi.

In his budget presentation, Mr.
Parisi reported that $770,000 had been

received in state aid with $423,000
“dedicated for tax relief.” He stated
that the balance would be used “to
support four modular classrooms for
Park Middle School.” He said “this is
an opportunity to bring modular class-
rooms for special education. We can
keep some students within the dis-
trict without compromising the edu-
cation of those students.”

Mr. Parisi also noted that because
the district is a two-town supported
district, the tax levy is determined by
an equalized valuation determined
by the value of homes within the
town and enrollment. For the 2010-
2011 year, Scotch Plains has 4,133

students enrolled within the district
while Fanwood has 1,331.

The equalized valuation for Scotch
Plains has been determined to be
77.54 percent for the 2011-2012
school year, while the current year it
is 77.32 percent. This difference trans-
lates to a $64 increase per Scotch
Plains home assessed at $122,700,
Mr. Parisi said.

For Fanwood, the equalized valua-
tion has gone down from 22.68 per-
cent in the current school year to
22.46 percent for 2011-2012, giving
Fanwood taxpayers a decrease in taxes
of $151 per an average assessed home
of $84,536, he said.

Mr. Parisi noted that the total tax
levy proposed for Scotch Plains would
be $58,752,547, while Fanwood’s
would see a tax levy of $16,932,647.
He also noted that there would not be
an activity fee for the upcoming
school year, which had been imposed
for the last two years.

Mr. Parisi also stated that even
though the overall spending has been
reduced in the proposed budget, there
have been additions made to the up-
coming curriculum including Man-
darin, which will be offered with
$15,000 in donated materials from
the Hanban Chinese Bridge Program.

He also stated that there would be
newly mandated financial literacy
courses at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, which include Econom-
ics and Financial Literacy, AP Eco-
nomics and Consumer Finance.

Urging residents to vote, Mr. Parisi
stated that, “If you can’t make it to
the polls on April 27, you can vote by
completing an absentee ballot up until
April 20.” He also reminded taxpay-
ers that if they had any questions
regarding the budget, they should call
the budget hotline at (908) 889-9665.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
also noted that budget presentations
would be made throughout the dis-
tricts at all the schools and at the
Scotch Plains Library. He reported

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPMC Planning Car Show
For September on East 2nd

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
plans to sponsor a new and exotic car
show in September that will run much
of the length of East Second Street
and feature mostly state-of-the-art
cars such as electric and hybrid ve-
hicles.

SPMC’s board of directors had
initially looked into scheduling the
one-day show in June, but schedul-
ing conflicts with other area street
fair-type events led to it being
pushed back to September, accord-
ing to David Biagini of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s
manager.

Furthermore, G-Wiz Auto Enter-
tainment Co., the likely producer of
the event, recommended the later date
because of the difficulty of organiz-
ing it on relatively short notice.

G-Wiz is expected to solicit area
auto dealerships to participate by sup-
plying cars and also will provide mu-
sic, secure the required permits and
organize the show itself and oversee
the vendors. Both Mr. Biagini and
board member Dominic Verdic had
said earlier that they had worked with
G-Wiz on earlier events elsewhere
and expressed favorable opinions of
the firm’s efforts.

As a result of the shift in car show
plans, SPMC is likely going to pub-
lish a spring edition of its Simply
Scotch Plains magazine, as well as a
back-to-school edition later in the
summer that will serve as a promo-
tional vehicle for the car show. The
normal winter holiday magazine also
will be published later in the year as
planned. Had the car show been held
in June, the spring magazine would
not have been published.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County to Open Old Pistol
Range to Public on Sundays

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholders are expected to
vote tonight on a resolution to open
up the old Union County pistol range
to the public on Sunday afternoons
beginning April 17.

Undersheriff Joseph Cryan told the
freeholders at their March 24 agenda
meeting that the resolution would
allow the sheriff’s department to pro-
vide identification cards and certifi-
cation for users “that allows us to
know that these folks have, in fact,

been certified for the safety and use
of firearms.” The range will be open
from noon until 5 p.m.

The county will charge the public
$6 per hour to utilize the range. The
old range is located across from the
new firearms training facility at 301
Shunpike Road in the Houdaille
Quarry in Springfield. Mr. Cryan and
the sheriff’s office will provide certi-
fied firearms instructors for the pub-
lic.

“We think it is good for services
and we think it is good for the folks
who utilize the range as well,” Mr.
Cryan said.

He said 17 law enforcement agen-
cies have signed up to utilize the
county’s newly renovated range. The
range is open from March 14 to De-
cember 1. The county opened the
new facility, which cost $900,000, in
November.

Mr. Cryan said the Summit,
Fanwood and Garwood police de-
partments are “all utilizing the range
that we just recently opened.”

According to the sheriff’s website,
members of the public must bring
their New Jersey firearms identifica-
tion card with them and provide their
own targets, target frame/hanger and
ammunition.

“Sunday hours are not a new thing

at all, just an increased demand,” said
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.
“We do not charge outside agencies,
as it is a shared service provided by
the county.”

In other business, the board con-
sidered a resolution last Thursday for
a $68,600 change order in a contract
with Birdsall Services Group of
Cranford for environmental services
at the former Venneri Complex on
North Avenue in Westfield. The site
is the location of a new county office
building housing the county clerk’s
annex, county executive
superintendent’s office and other
county offices.

County Engineer Thomas Mineo
said monitoring wells testing ground-
water contamination at the site were
removed during construction of the
new building and are being replaced.
He said groundwater at the site has
shown contamination “at levels sig-
nificant enough that we have to moni-
tor it as required by the D.E.P. (De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion).” The new contract total for
Birdsall, dating back to 2001, will be
$264,600.

The contract awarded in 2001 was
to PMK Group (now Birdsall) for
$196,385 and was for “conducting
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SP Looks to Merge Police,
DPW With Fanwood

By MAGGIE FRAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and the
township council met March 23 to
finalize their list of municipal depart-
ments with which the township could
share services with Fanwood follow-
ing a series of public forums.

A report completed by consultant
Jersey Professional Management of
Cranford estimated savings of $1.5
million if the two towns merge their
police and public works departments.
At the last public forum on March 17,
Mayor Malool estimated that even if
all the report’s recommendations were
realized, the savings for taxpayers
would only be around $100.

“Should we even share services?
It’s a no brainer,” Mayor Malool be-
gan last Thursday’s meeting, follow-
ing a one-hour executive session to
discuss personnel matters. “It’s about
improved efficiencies. The hammer
is coming down from the state.”

Councilman William “Bo” Vastine
remarked that while residents of
Scotch Plains “fear the unknown”
with such an undertaking, “It’s a lot
of details until you take the first step.
You’ll never work out all the details
until you take the first step.” Mr.
Vastine then began to speak of the
concept of “home turf” related to
defining the origin or jurisdiction be-
tween Scotch Plains and Fanwood
for certain municipal services.

Councilman Kevin Glover added
his remarks on the “turf” issue, say-
ing “this is going to be about ‘turf.’
People want to save money. The
number one issue is how do we save
on overhead costs?”

Mr. Glover noted that it was now
the “second quarter” of 2011 and “we

need to act or we need to move on.”
The council agreed across the board

that its best example of shared ser-
vices was the school system, as Coun-
cilman Michael “Mickey” Marcus
pointed out first during the hour-long
meeting.

“It (the school system) has been
workable for many years. If we’re on
board in Scotch Plains, and not nec-
essarily everybody will be on board,
there’s certainly a positive reaction,”
Mr. Marcus said. “Ultimately, it may
come down to a vote.”

Mr. Marcus concluded, “We can’t
keep dancing around these things.”

Mayor Malool asked the council to
move the discussion forward to what
she called “the “low-hanging fruit”
on the council’s list of items for shared
services.

The biggest issues for Scotch Plains
were merging the two towns’ police
and buildings departments.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney gave
his input on sharing police services
with Fanwood. “There’s already on
the books Title 48 that deals with
consolidation. There are some legal
issues, but not any obstacles,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
added to the discussion that in their
presentation to Fanwood, “I think we
should start larger, then things will
fall into place.”

In a discussion regarding plowing
services, officials said they would
look at which town had the most
plowing equipment available and
determine how best to share the snow-
removal service in order to provide
efficient service to all residents of the
municipalities.

Mr. Glover added that, “No one in
Trenton’s coming to help us. The
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