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Ghiretti at second base will be se-
niors Chris Nicastro and Eric
Garguilo, who according to Coach
McCaffrey, “have worked extremely
hard. We are hoping that one of the
two of them can take that spot and
make things happen. Up the middle
you want to be strong. We want to
make it that we only give them three
outs in an inning. Sean Trotter has
been our shortstop for two years and
he is a proven player in our program.”

Of the remaining returning start-
ers, senior Greg Matlosz, a desig-
nated hitter who led the team with 36
RBI, finished with a .397 BA last
year, will play first base. Senior Mark
Osofsky, who had a .382 BA, 30 RBI,
25 runs scored last year, will occupy
leftfield. Junior Vinny Colineri may
also play leftfield. Sophomore Sean
Feeney, who had the right stuff to
finish with a .435 BA and had several
key hits come tournament time, will
remain at third base.

“I am hoping that we are produc-
tive in every at-bat in RBI situations,
that we put the ball in play and reduce
any poor at-bats,” Coach McCaffrey

said.
Senior Justin Van Ostenbridge, a

third baseman, is also expected to
spend some time on the mound.
Sophomores Andrew DeFrancesco
and Ryan Williamson may be seen in
centerfield. Seniors Dan Cuoto and
Brian Zamorski will play right field,
and senior AJ Janette is expected to
contribute time as an infielder.

Junior Kurt Rutmayer and
Williamson dazzled opposing bat-
ters last year with their superb selec-
tions of fastballs mixed with decep-
tive off-speed pitches. In 46.3 in-
nings, Rutmayer fanned 46 batters,
while walking only 18, to finish 7-1
with a 1.21 earned run average.
Williamson, a reliever, in 33.3 in-
nings, fanned 39 and walked only 15
to finish 4-2 with two saves.

“The two of them had a great year.
We were very pleased with their per-
formances. Hopefully they will work
off of that and they will be able to
improve on last year’s performances.
They are two kids, who have worked
extremely hard, as well as the other
pitchers did, so we are hoping to be

competitive in every game we play
this year,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Van Ostenbridge recorded a 3-0
record last year, as did Colineri.
Sophomore Chris Fulinosz will also
see time on the mound.

“It starts and ends with pitching.
Pitching, defense! If you give them
three outs in an inning, you always
have a chance to win. Hopefully our
kids will get on the mound, throw
strikes, keep us in ball games and
minimize any walks, and have our
defense play sound defense,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

The Cougars have been preparing
for their home opener with Union on
Friday, April 1, at 4 p.m. working
base-running situations in with de-
fending against base runners.

“We put them in a lot of situations
to see what is going to happen. It’s
early in the season, so we are trying to
get better every day,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

As to their showdown with Union
on opening day, he added, “We know
that’s going to be difficult. They beat
us last year. We know we are going to
have our hands full.”

events, which would include 200 and
400, high jump, triple jump and long
jump.

“Reggie Green made a name for
himself last year at the triple jump,
making it to groups as a freshman.
We expect him to do more with the
triple jump, long jump [and] high
jump. Adham McGuire was injured
all last year. As a freshman, he also
was pretty good at the long jump. He
is another one, whom we expect in
the javelin, running on the track and
jumping. He will be helping us ev-
erywhere,” Coach Drexler pointed
out.

Junior Carl Lieberman will com-
pete in the high jump. Junior Rob
Mullin will add depth to the long
jump, and sophomore Billy Lenox

will join Green and McGuire in the
triple jump.

Coach Drexler is also pleased with
several of his first-time participants.

“Some guys who played football,
TJ Nichols, JD Foye! These are guys
who will be helping us out in the
throws. Mike Klimek is going to be
helping us out on the track. They are
helping us build our numbers, and we
expect them to have an impact right
away,” he said. “They know how to
work out. They help bring the rest of
the team up in their everyday work-
outs. They are very, very competi-
tive. They push all the rest of our guys
to do better.”

Junior Greg Miller and freshman
Rob O’Shaughnessy will join Foye
and Nichols in the shot put and dis-

cus. Junior Anthony Triantafyllou will
add distance to the javelin, and fresh-
man Pat Lynch will compete in the
pole vault.

“This is probably one of the best
teams that we have fielded in a few
years, so I would like to see some
success from our distance guys, our
throwers. We look to be a pretty good
field team right now. I think we can
make some noise in the county and
score some points,” Coach Drexler
said.

The Cougars will get a better idea
of their strengths and weaknesses
when they compete in the Summit
Relays on Saturday, April 2. On Sat-
urday, April 9, Cranford will host the
Cougar Relays at Memorial Field
beginning at 9 a.m.

Cougars Return Wealth of Talent, Pitching
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LARGE SENIOR GROUP OF COUGARS…The Cranford Cougars have 10 seniors on their varsity squad. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Eric Walano, Chris Nicastro, Rob Gaeta and Brian Zamorski; back row, AJ Janette, Greg Matlosz,
Dan Cuoto, Sean Trotter, Mark Osofsky and Justin Van Ostenbridge.

choose had to be made.
“Obviously, I didn’t want to jeop-

ardize my season, and that was so
crucial about track after becoming
an All-American. I didn’t think that
would even happen, so I took in
consideration that I could jeopar-
dize my future. The chances of me
getting hurt could have influenced
my decision. I didn’t want to take
that chance,” Natalie said.

“It got to the point where I had to
choose my future between running
and the sport that I really grew up
loving. I chose to pick running, be-
cause that would be where I contin-
ued to get my most success. It was
really hard, because I still love play-
ing soccer,” she added.

Her father, Ralph, formerly from

Garwood, said, “I think it’s very,
very important to be humble, to be
thankful that God has given you a
special God-given ability to be able
to run track, to be thankful that she
has been blessed with great coaches
and to take advantage of her God-
given ability. When she does well, to
be humble about it.”

Sporting activities have been part
of a way of life with the Englese
family. Natalie’s older sister Krystal
played basketball and soccer, and
her older brother Derek played soc-
cer. Her mother Kim, for a time,
worked for The Westfield Leader
when the Lee family owned the news-
paper.

Natalie did have other consider-
ations for college, before selecting

Georgetown.
“Since I was little, I loved soccer,

and Mia Hamm was at UNC [Uni-
versity of North Carolina] Chapel
Hill. That was my dream school. I
have never visited it, never seen it. I
loved the colors, but I did not hear
from them at all. But it was so awe-
some! I never thought I would hear
from Duke and Notre Dame and
these big-time schools. My team-
mate [Kelly Burke] went to Notre
Dame, so that was on the top,” said
Natalie, who added, “I heard from
Georgetown, and I knew it was a
beautiful, beautiful school. I just fell
in love. Everybody was so great.
That’s how I made my decision.”

Natalie will begin her training at
Georgetown in the middle of August.

See Cougar Winter Athletes of the Week on Page 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING SOUTH TO GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY…Senior Natalie Englese, flanked by her father Ralph and mother
Kim, will head south to Georgetown University to continue her academic and track career. Englese is expected to begin her
training at Georgetown in the middle of August.
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The renown Maple Hill Farms section of Scotch Plains is where you’ll find this sunny 
Center Hall Colonial. Embraced by majestic trees, this superb home brims with traditional 
details, recent updates and a gracious flow. Hardwood floors, classic moldings, and nu-
merous windows craft a beguiling interior. The inviting foyer opens to the cordial living 
room, formal dining room and updated kitchen. Warmed by a fireplace framed by built-
ins, the family room adjoins the kitchen. The second floor boasts a generous master suite 
with updated bath, two more sizable bedrooms and another updated bath. Adding to the 
allure of this home is a rec room, a wonderful backyard with Trex deck, and a convenient 
location, close to commuter transportation and splendid parks. Presented for $695,000. 


