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Cougar Nine Return Wealth of Talent, Pitching
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Boys Had Turnaround Season in Hoops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Oliver, not only had the ability to
bang the 3-pointers, but he also could
drive to the basket, roll in the lay-ups,
draw fouls or pass off to an open
teammate. When he was fouled, he
was deadly from the charity line. This
season, he averaged 21.8 points-per-
game (ppg), three assists per game
and 5.6 rebounds per game. He fin-
ished his high school career with 1,150
points.

“Charles Oliver is one of the best
players in the county. He clicked on
threes [3-pointers]. This year he
turned into an all-around basketball
player. He started to handle the ball
better. He gets to the foul line. He’s
tough to stop, especially when he’s
on shooting. A Division 1 player, he
has four scholarship offers [Rider,
Iona, Mount St. Mary’s, St. Francis,
Pa.],” Coach Doherty said.

When it came to free throws, not
just Oliver but also the entire starting
five became quite proficient hitting
the mark toward the end of the sea-
son.

“We worked on that a lot in prac-
tice. It’s easy points, being aggres-
sive, attacking the basket! That’s more
of our inside game,” Coach Doherty
explained. “Get to the line and make

the easy baskets that way!”
Along with Oliver, senior Patrick

Dougher had the eye to sink large
quantities of 3-pointers. As a team,
the Raiders totaled 172 3-pointers.
Dougher averaged 12 ppg, but he also
was a formidable defensive player.

“He is an excellent 3-point shooter,
so if you left him alone, he would hit
the shot. He wouldn’t force the issue.
Always rebounding and probably our
best defender! He always covered the
other team’s best player,” Coach
Doherty said. “In the Benedict’s game,
he had three straight threes that got us
back into the game.”

Junior forward Matt Jegede became
the “Chairman of the Boards.” Not
only did he average nine ppg, but he
also averaged 8.7 rebounds per game.
He had eight games this season where
he had double/doubles.

“He really started hitting the 12-
15-foot jump shot. At the end, he was
our best rebounder by far. There were
a couple of games where he got 15-16
rebounds. Next year, he is going to be
a main focal point of our team,” Coach
Doherty pointed out.

Senior Tim Bonacum, a three-year
varsity player, “hit some big shots for
us. [He] played a little inside, played
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CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with spacious
rooms & huge backyard. It has hardwood floors, a large Eat In Kitchen
with built in workstation, FDR with chair rail molding, LR has a wood
burning fireplace & entry to the screened in porch, Family room has a
wood burning stove & sliders to the brick patio & entrance to the
garage. The backyard has a pond with waterfall & is large enough to
accommodate an In Ground pool or tennis court with yard to spare.

Adie

Shaalan

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial on a lined tree street.
Totally Renovated Kitchen with Center Island, Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace, Family Room, Master
Bedroom with Full Bath and Walk-in Closet, Finished Basement with
laundry and Utility Room, Central Air, Attached Garage, Fenced in Yard.

Don

Villane

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction
LLC. This 4Bedroom, 2.5Bath Traditional CHC newly constructed
home sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK opens to a bright FR & features Granite
countertops & Stainless Steel appliances. Detailed trim & custom ceilings
are a few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The
spacious sun filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated
& ready to finish, and includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard.

Alan

Rubin

VICTORIAN

Westfield. Turn of the Century 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Victorian lovingly
restored, new Hard wood floors, new Family Room vaulted ceiling,
Fireplace, gourmet center island kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
original stain glass windows in foyer and hallway. Front porch with
mahogany floor and 2 ceiling fans, bay windows are original, professionally
landscaped yard with hot tub, lawn sprinkler and 2 car detached garage.
Close to town and Mindowaskin Park.

Holly

Cohen

CAPE COD

Westfield. Exceptional Expanded and Renovated Classic 4 Bedroom,
3 Bath Cape set on a stunning .475 acres. Cherry Eat In Kitchen,
Formal Dining Room, 1st Floor Master Bedroom Suite addition with
Full Bath and fireplace, 2 additional Fireplaces (Living Room, Rec
Room), Central Air, top of the line amenities throughout, flexible
floor plan, Built-in garage and In-Ground Pool.
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Niki Fry
Top Dollar Volume for the Month of February

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LARGE SENIOR GROUP OF COUGARS…The Cranford Cougars have 10 seniors on their varsity squad. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Eric Walano, Chris Nicastro, Rob Gaeta and Brian Zamorski; back row, AJ Janette, Greg Matlosz,
Dan Cuoto, Sean Trotter, Mark Osofsky and Justin Van Ostenbridge.

outside. He was a real good reader for
us,” Coach Doherty said.

Sophomore forward Tom Bonacum
was very active under the board and
also could dish out the assists.

“He was composed as a sopho-
more. He did a good job rebounding.
He got hurt a couple of times, espe-
cially in the state tournament it kind
of hurt us, but he has a bright future
ahead,” Coach Doherty said.

Junior guard Dom Gonzalez agi-
tated opponents with his quick moves
to the basket. Coming off the bench
junior guard Ian Johnston displayed
his quickness and sleight of hand in
creating steals.

“Extremely quick! Very tough! He’s
[Gonzalez] one of the quickest guards
in the area,” expressed Coach Doherty.
“Very nice jump shot! Next year, he’s
going to step up scoring wise.
Dominick and Ian are two very good
guards right now.”

Junior Anthony Byers also proved
his worth when he came off the bench.

“Real athletic! Talented football
player, but he is going to help us next
year the way he plays defense,” Coach
Doherty said.

Seniors Brandon Langston and
Darnell Brown also made their con-
tributions.

“Darnell Brown and Brandon
Langston did a good job coming of
the bench. It gave us good size inside,
especially when Tom [Bonacum] got
hurt. Darnell and Brandon had a great
game against East Side. They re-
bounded well and scored for us,”
Coach Doherty noted.

Next year, Coach Doherty will look
to Gonzalez and Johnston as outside
scoring threats, while Jegede, Tom
Bonacum and Byers should continue
to be strong under the boards.

contribute time as an infielder.
Junior Kurt Rutmayer and

Williamson dazzled opposing batters
last year with their superb selections
of fastballs mixed with deceptive off-
speed pitches. In 46.3 innings,

Rutmayer fanned 46 batters, while
walking only 18, to finish 7-1 with a
1.21 earned run average. Williamson,
a reliever, in 33.3 innings, fanned 39
and walked only 15 to finish 4-2 with
two saves.

“The two of them had a great year.
We were very pleased with their per-
formances. Hopefully they will work
off of that and they will be able to
improve on last year’s performances.
They are two kids, who have worked
extremely hard, as well as the other
pitchers did, so we are hoping to be
competitive in every game we play
this year,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Van Ostenbridge recorded a 3-0
record last year, as did Colineri.
Sophomore Chris Fulinosz will also
see time on the mound.

“It starts and ends with pitching.
Pitching, defense! If you give them
three outs in an inning, you always
have a chance to win. Hopefully our
kids will get on the mound, throw
strikes, keep us in ball games and
minimize any walks, and have our
defense play sound defense,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

The Cougars have been preparing
for their home opener with Union on
Friday, April 1, at 4 p.m. working
base-running situations in with de-
fending against base runners.

“We put them in a lot of situations
to see what is going to happen. It’s
early in the season, so we are trying to
get better every day,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

As to their showdown with Union
on opening day, he added, “We know
that’s going to be difficult. They beat
us last year. We know we are going to
have our hands full.”

Westfield, NJ • For Sale by Owner

5BR, 3 1/2 Bath Stately Colonial • $850,000

Stunning landscape on .78 acres, totally updated and renovated 5
bedroom colonial, 1st floor master bedroom suite with over 750 s.f.
of luxury, master bath w/jacuzzi tub, gas fireplace, 2 walk-in closets,
home office overlooking wooded backyard, gourmet eat-in kitchen,
granite countertops, stainless steel Bosch appliances, wine bar &
54 bottle wine cooler, 1st floor laundry/mudroom, full finished base-
ment, backyard 2-level hardwood deck w/outdoor jacuzzi, new 2-
zone heat-A/C, intercom/security system, 2-car attached garage,
blocks to award winning downtown & schools, NYC trains. Many
more extras, too numerous to mention.

Please contact us for private viewing

at 908-451-8366

4 Bedroom Colonial on quiet, tree-lined street in desirable neighborhood. Eat in kitchen
with professional stainless gas stove/electric oven, granite counters, ceramic tile, new
cabinetry and bay window. Master bedroom with bathroom, bay window and walk in
closet with built ins. Large dining room with built in china cabinet and bay window.
Living room with mantled fireplace and built in bookshelves. Large family room. Three
full baths.  Central air 2nd floor. Two car garage with opener.  In ground sprinkler.  Rear
deck. New furnace and roof. Offered for Sale By Owner at $779,500.  Call 908-317-0277
or email: westfieldhouseforsale@hotmail.com for pictures. Shown by appointment.
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