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At Union Catholic High School weʼre proud of our heritage of high academic standards and exceptional

graduation rates. But our faith-based environment offers students something even more important—an

education in values. 

Every day our students learn about responsibility, respect for others and themselves, compassion for

those less fortunate, the honor of an honest life, and how these values enrich a community. 

Weʼre proud to help our students succeed at all that God calls them to be. 

SPRING 
OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday 
April 13th • 7:00 PM

Compassion • Honesty • Responsibility • Respect • Community 

A UC education teaches more than academics. 

www.unioncatholic.org • 908-889-1600 ext. 302 • 1600 Martine Ave. • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
A quality education in a faith-based environment. 

RIVERA, SCALFARO SELECTED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Baseball Raiders Return Just
One Starter From Last Year

MURRAY, KERR, YOUNGER ARE RETURNING STARTERS

Blue Devil Baseballers Have
Plenty of Pitchers, New Faces

PORCH, HAWKINS, MURPHY, VAN EPP, EDWARDS TO LEAD

Lady Blue Devils Have Strong
Senior Class in Track & Field

HENRY, REILLY, LIZMI, TOOLEY, NOONAN, CRONEN TO LEAD

Blue Devil Track Boys Seek
‘New Blood’ to Fill Vacancies

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors AJ Murray, Danny Kerr
and Tim Younger will be the only
familiar faces in the starting lineup
for this year’s Westfield High School
baseball team, so plenty of new faces
will be seen on the varsity field.

“We graduated some good players.
Our whole outfield graduated. All
four of them hit over .325. All four of
them were big-time contributors. We
lost an outstanding second baseman
in Max Fusaro, and Aiden Scanlon
was our ace on the mound. And you
can’t forget Robbie Anderson,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

Last year, the Blue Devils were
denied their 13th UCT title when
Cranford pulled off a 6-5, come-from-

behind victory, but in the sectional
quarterfinals, they scored three runs
in the bottom of the 12th inning to
defeat Hillsborough, 7-6, before fall-
ing to Bridgewater-Raritan and fin-
ishing with an 18-9 record.

Co-Captain/first baseman Kerr,
who will play for Brown University
next year, will bat cleanup. Co-Cap-
tain/catcher Murray, heading to Geor-
gia Tech next year, will bat in the
number 3 spot, and shortstop Younger
will be the leadoff batter.

“He led the team in home runs and
RBI last year and batting average,”
Coach Brewster said of Kerr. “AJ
Murray was right behind him in ev-
eryone of those categories. We got a
shortstop back, a first baseman back
and a catcher back, which is a pretty

good start.”
Filling in the vacated varsity posi-

tions should, however, be a relatively
smooth transition since, “Our JV team
has won the county championship
two consecutive years, and we have
been to the finals three consecutive
years, and each one of them was a
tight pitchers’ duel. The big thing is
that we were there against three dif-
ferent teams. I expect us to be able to
do as well, because each year we just
fit in three or four new pieces and go
from there,” Coach Brewster said.

Junior speedster/centerfielder
James O’Rourke will bat second.
O’Rourke is also expected to be a
relief pitcher. Junior leftfielder Matt
Varakian, who will bat fifth, accord-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Working out the right combination
offensively and defensively will be
an enormous task for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team that graduated all but one
individual from last year’s starting
lineup. Although the Raiders do have
several seniors on the squad, only
one, Co-Captain Marcus Rivera, was
a varsity starter.

“We are not so much young as
inexperienced. We are going to have
four to five seniors in the lineup, but
only one has any experience at the
varsity level,” Raider Head Coach

Tom Baylock explained. “We have
some seniors, who understand that
this is their last year. There is no next
year for them. They need to work
hard and know what it takes to com-
pete at a higher level.”

With the exception of one position,
every position is up for grabs, and the
seniors will have to compete with
hungry underclassmen if they want
to break into the starting lineup.

“We have a lot of positions that are
up for grabs. There are not any posi-
tions that have been awarded yet, ex-
cept for Marcus, who is a four-year
starter,” Coach Baylock pointed out.
“We tell the kids they are competing

every day. If you are outworking the
other person, you are going to get the
job. This could be an ongoing situa-
tion all year. Hopefully, by competing
for jobs, it will help us in the long run.”

Even Rivera, who had played third
base, had to adjust to a new position
in the infield.

“Over the summer, we had him at
second. We thought we had a younger
guy, who could handle shortstop. The
first couple of games it wasn’t gel-
ling. Five or six games in, we moved
Marcus to shortstop. Everything
clicked, and we went on our winning
streak,” Coach Baylock explained.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior strength in numbers could
spell success for this year’s Westfield
High School girls track & field team.
Additionally, the Lady Blue Devils
have five proven athletes as team
captains with Ashley Edwards, Alex
Hawkins, Jen Porch, Alexis Murphy
and Sirena Van Epp.

“I have a lot of seniors this sea-
son...20 to be exact, which is fantas-
tic,” commented Blue Devil Head
Coach Jen Buccino.

Edwards gained statewide fame
when she crossed eighth in the 400
meters with a time of 58.12 at the
Meet of Champions. Edwards also
anchored the 4x400 relay team that
won the event at the Union County
Tournament (UCT) last year. She may

also compete in some sprinting events.
“Edwards set a new record in the

55-meter dash and 400 this winter.
She ran 59.33 and it was not the best
season for training, especially for
sprinters, so we have high expecta-
tions for this spring. She is really
focused and working very hard to
drop her time even more,” Coach
Buccino explained.

Murphy will compete in the sprints
and hurdles, while Hawkins is ex-
pected to garner team points in the
high jump. Porch will be strong in the
middle distances and jumping events,
and Van Epp will contribute team
points in the sprints, jumping events
and hurdles.

In the senior class, Astrid Adriaens
and Emma Franks are looking solid
in the middle distance events. Soccer

star Hannah Kronick proved her worth
last year in the sprints. This season,
she plans to add more events.

“[She is] looking great in pole vault
as well. [She] ran winter track for the
first time this year, and that has helped
her off to a great start this year,”
Coach Buccino said.

Another soccer star, Sam Costello,
will compete in the sprints and possi-
bly the throwing events. Costello also
ran indoor track this past winter.

“[It is] her first season out and she
is looking tough,” Coach Buccino
noted.

Also in her first year of competing
in track, Livy Dunham, according to
Coach Buccino is “on her way to a
bright season in the pole vault.”

The Blue Devils have a host of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New blood will be needed to fill
some vacancies, but this year’s
Westfield High School boys track &
field team has a large reservoir for
selection to blend in with the large
number of returning veterans, who
were members of the team that won
the Union County Championship and
placed second at the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 championship
last year.

“We have a couple of injuries, so
we will have to work through that.
We are trying to identify kids in events
where kids have graduated,” Blue

Devil Head Coach Jack Martin said.
“The winter didn’t give us a lot of
time to evaluate, because the weather
was so bad, and we missed out on a
lot of meets.”

One very identifiable individual is
senior Jon Henry, who finished fifth
in the 400 meters at the Meet of
Champions last year. Henry, along
with Zach Lizmi, TJ Noonan, Will
Cronen, Sam Tooley and Bryan Reilly
have been named team captains.

“Jon has a hamstring injury from
the winter, so we are trying to get him
healthy,” Coach Martin said.

Last year, Henry also placed first
in the 800 meters and second in the

400 meters at the sectional meet, and
he was on the winning 4x400 relay
team but three of the foursome had
graduated, so “we have some new
blood, so we will see what happens.
When you have a big team, you can
always find new blood to fill in those
gaps,” Coach Martin said.

Some of the candidates in the new
blood pool for the 400 meters are:
Jake Vergara, football standout
Garrett Pryor, Jason Isbit and Alex
Hay.

The Blue Devils have some new
and old blood in the distance events,
and all are talented. Senior Andrew
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS…Veteran seniors AJ Murray, left, and Danny Kerr have been selected as the Blue Devils’
baseball team captains. Murray, a catcher, and Kerr, a first baseman, will provide plenty of offensive artillery this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER BASEBALL SENIORS…The Raiders graduated all but one baseball player from last year’s starting lineup but
do return seven seniors. Pictured, left to right, are: Ryan Haggerty, Kyle Berwick and Marcus Rivera; back row, John
Howarth, Sean Reilly, Connor Thompson and Anthony Scalfaro.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BALANCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP…The Blue Devil boys track team have a well-balanced squad. The team captains,
pictured, left to right, are: front row; Sam Tooley, Jon Henry and Zach Lizmi; back row, Bryan Reilly, T.J. Noonan and
Will Cronen.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY BLUE DEVILS CAPTAINS…The Blue Devil girls track team have a strong senior class. The team captains, pictured,
left to right, are: Jen Porch, Alex Hawkins, Ashley Edwards, Sirena Van Epp and Alexis Murphy.

Football Pro Peyton Manning
Birthday March 24, 1976


