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SP Volunteer Fire Dept. Seeks
Donations to Continue Mission

Union County 2011 Budget Yields
Includes Suspicious Revenue Items

Lines, Poor Customer Service Are
Demonstrated at Springfield DMV

Malool Praises
St. Bart’ s 5K Event

I would like to clarify a misunder-
standing in last week’s paper (The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times). The caption for
the photo of the St. Bart’s 5K on the front
page stated that the event was part of the
Scotch Plains Wellness Challenge. It was
a great event and I would love to take
credit for it, but the fact is that neither I
nor the Challenge Committee had any
involvement except to participate with
the more than 400 other participants.

The event was a fundraiser for St. Bart’
s Academy and was a huge success.
Clearly a tremendous amount of hard
work was performed by the organizers
and I congratulate them on a job well
done.

Nancy Malool
Mayor, Scotch Plains

St. Pat’s Day Cartoon
Tasteless, Uncalled For

The “Chug-O-Meter” cartoon in the
March 17 edition of The Westfield Leader
was totally uncalled for, tasteless, and a
demeaning attempt at ethnic profiling.
All nationalities are capable of “doing
their share” when it comes to drinking.
The Irish became vulnerable to this slur
because many of the Irish immigrants
who came to this country in the mid-to-
late nineteenth century opened many bar
and restaurant businesses in the large
cities as gathering places. I don’t believe
these same immigrants and their sons
were drunk when they built the great
cathedrals, churches, office buildings and
railroads in this country.

It’s high time that people “grow up”
and stop poking fun, not only at the Irish,
but other nationalities as well. Better the
Leader had drawn a shamrock and wished
everyone a “Happy St. Patrick’s Day!”

Robert Sheehan
Port Royal Island, S.C.

Shackamaxon Was Proven Wrong
In Holding Up Return of Deposit

Union County Freeholders: There Is
No Excuse for Raising Taxes

After numerous unsuccessful attempts
to recover a $2,500 “refundable security
deposit” from Shackamaxon Country
Club, my only viable option to guarantee
a full recovery of my deposit was to file a
suit in smalls claim court. Regretfully,
my efforts to handle this matter in an
honorable manner were rebuffed by the
club’s president over a period of several
months. Without ever corresponding with
me directly, he sent the following mes-
sage via an e-mail from the club’s general
manager stating, in part, “The Club has
been advised by its counsel not to return
any security deposits at this time.” I found,
regretfully, that my definition of “refund-
able” differed from that of the club’s
president and his “counsel.”

On Tuesday, March 15, after an initial
mediation hearing at the Union County
Courthouse in which the club’s represen-

tative rejected a mediator’s suggestion to
settle this case without a formal hearing,
a judge ruled that the club was, in fact,
legally obligated to return the $2,500
deposit and entered a judgment against
the club. The club’s defense centered on
“if we do it for you (return the deposit),
we will have to do it for everyone,” and
what the club’s representative termed,
“fraudulent conveyance.” Thankfully,
neither defense held up in court and the
judge ruled in my favor. Now, when I
finally receive the $2,500 from
Shackamaxon, I will use the money to
pay my lawyer (he has bills to pay and
mouths to feed!) and donate the remain-
der to the Westfield Food Pantry so some-
thing positive can come out of this unfor-
tunate case.

Tom Purdy
Westfield

Union County held their first 2011
budget hearing at 5 p.m. on March 17. A
little after 3 p.m. on March 17, the execu-
tive budget was first posted on the county’s
website, though excluding the financial
numbers which only became available to
the public later. Now that I see the budget
numbers, I can also see why the county
administration preferred to keep them a
secret.

Among the suspicious items:
The office of the county clerk is pre-

dicted to bring in $3,700,000; though the
realized income in 2010 was only
$3,260,054 and land transactions are not
likely to explode anytime soon.

Something labeled “Trust Fund Bal-
ance” is expected to raise $750,000 for
the first time this year.

Another new source of revenue is
$2,000,000 expected to come from the
Union County Utilities Authority for some
reason.

Park maintenance costs are expected
to drop from $3,209,731 to $997,018.

Debt service is expected to drop from
$47,751,045 to $44,920,000 even as in-
terest rates are rising and the county has
been on a bonding spree.

Another $50,000 is budgeted for “con-

tingent.”
I empathize with reporters who try to

get answers to these questions. You can
file an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request to get hard copies of documents,
but you cannot get questions answered
through that law. You can go to free-
holder meetings and ask questions, but
there is no guarantee of an answer. In fact,
three years ago when I started attending
these meetings regularly the very idea of
having a question addressed was ridicu-
lous as your five-minute comment time
was strictly for venting, primarily by the
two citizens who usually constituted the
“public” at these gatherings.

Are we left to trust that some state
bureaucrat at the Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services with oversight respon-
sibility for 21 counties, 566 municipali-
ties (borough, city, town, township or
village), 616 school districts and 486
local authorities and special districts will
question why Union County is expensing
$50,000 for “contingent?” How has that
system worked out for property taxpay-
ers?

John Bury
Kenilworth

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Deborah Scanlon, chairwoman of the
Union County Freeholders and copied to
this newspaper.

*****
I read in the Star-Ledger that you in-

tend to raise your budget and the corre-
sponding tax rate by 6 percent this year.

If this is in fact true, how can you be so
callous and cruel? People are loosing
their jobs and homes by the droves. Busi-
nesses, states and local governments are

going broke. Haven’t you heard? Miami
Mayor tried to raise taxes. They had a
recall election (last week) and he was
overwhelmingly removed from office.

You and the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders should be reducing
the tax burden, not adding to it. These are
not good times. There is no excuse for
this.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

It’s hard to believe, but service at the
N.J. DMV just keeps getting worse and
worse. I tried to get my license renewed
the other night, and arrived shortly after 6
p.m. at the Springfield DMV office. The
line was out the door and a police officer
was letting in several people at a time. I
finally got in, and then made it through
the document check section around 7
p.m. I was one seat away from getting my
paperwork taken care of when the office
“manager,” Ms. Catherine Jones, came
over to those of us who were still waiting
and said, “You all have to leave and come
back tomorrow. It’s 7:30 and we are
closed. I didn’t see all you people sitting
here, we can’t take care of you tonight.”
Then, she stormed away and disappeared
into a back room.

We were stunned! We were there at
night because we work during the day.
We tried to reason with, or even speak to
her, but she refused. In typical cowardly
fashion, she sent the police officer over to
tell us we had to leave. I got everyone’s
name who had waited and wasted an hour
and a half, and wrote the attached letter to
the Raymond Martinez (chief adminis-
trator of the DMV) and copied Governor
Christie. Ms. Jones should not be an
employee nor a manager in any kind of
public service role, as she clearly has no

sense of human decency and fairness.
I tried to deliver a copy of my letter to

her in person [March 19], and gave her
the opportunity to, A) apologize to me,
and B) take care of my DMV license
renewal without making me wait another
hour and a half, and she refused. She,
again, would not come out of her back
office to speak to me. She sent Officer
Morton to pick up the letter instead and
said that she refused to see me. As I said
in my letter to Mr. Martinez, Ms. Jones
needs to be terminated to set an example
for all the state employees who think they
are better than the people who pay their
salaries. The DMV needs a real overhaul
and it needs to run like a real business. If
Ms. Jones worked for me, she would have
been fired on the spot for being so rude to
a paying customer.

I think some TV news crews and re-
porters need to go to the Springfield DMV
any day of the week, document the ridicu-
lously long lines, and see if they can
manage to score an interview or maybe
even get some business done with Ms.
Catherine Jones. Just make sure you don’t
arrive after 6 p.m. for their 7:30 p.m.
closing time.

Nancy Gleason
Westfield

The Scotch Plains Fire Department,
with the exception of the career chief, is
comprised of all volunteers. These 30+
men and women provide emergency ser-
vices to the community 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, 365 days a year. Last
year we answered over 500 of your calls
for help in all types of weather, under all
types of conditions.

It is estimated that having a volunteer
fire department in town saves Scotch
Plains over $4 million a year in salaries
and taxes and therefore we rely greatly on
your generosity. We launched our fund
drive in January, but in these tough eco-
nomic times are experiencing very low
returns.

We need your financial support. We
realize that not everyone can afford a
donation of $100 at this time, but every
little bit helps us to continue to provide
our services to you around the clock. If
you are in a position to contribute more,
we would be very appreciative.

In January a mailer was sent to each
home and business address in town. If
you did not receive a mailer, we are still
in need of your donation. Please include
your name and address with your tax-
deductible donation made payable to
“SPVFA” and mail it to SPVFA, P.O.

Box 1 Scotch Plains, N.J. 07060. If you
have already mailed a donation this year,
thank you for your generosity. We greatly
appreciate your support!

Regardless of your ability to make a
contribution know that your friends and
neighbors of the Scotch Plains Volunteer
Fire Department will always answer your
911 call for help.

Dan Biglin
SP Volunteer Firefighters Assoc.

WF Bd. of Health Sets
2011 Goals, Priorities
The Westfield Board of Health met on

March 7. Several significant actions were
undertaken.

The board agreed to a number of goals
for the year, in addition to monitoring the
essential functions of the health depart-
ment and meeting state mandates.

Important goals include the following:
increasing communications and provid-
ing more feedback to residents, promot-
ing oral health and oral cancer awareness,
preventing head injuries among the young,
promoting the safe use of fireplaces, wood
stoves and fire pits, and expanding our
annual health fair and clinical screening
services.

In addition, the board passed a resolu-
tion promoting community water fluori-
dation. This was the third such resolution
in 10 years, and expressed continued hope
that the New Jersey American Water
Company will provide a standardized
therapeutic level of fluoride in our drink-
ing water and not continue to allow the
random fluctuation of fluoride in the
water, which could adversely affect our
children.

Also of importance, there were a num-
ber of recent cat and dog bites. An animal
that is not properly licensed and vacci-
nated against rabies and that is involved
in a biting incident is subject to a quaran-
tine of at least 10 days, and the owner is
issued a summons. Recently, one unvac-
cinated pet was euthanized and examined
for rabies. Residents must license all cats
and dogs and get them vaccinated against
rabies, due to the presence of rabies in the
county.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available on its
website www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the March 7 board
meeting will be posted after review and
approval at our April 4 meeting, which
starts at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal build-
ing.

Dr. Lawrence Budnick
President, Westfield Board of Health

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cineraceous – Having the color of

ashes
2. Bothrenchyma – In botany, tissue

composed of pitted ducts
3. Leucosis – Albinism
4. Carrion – The decaying flesh of a

dead body

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THERIOMORPHIC
1. Grotesque transformation; such as

from a human to a werewolf
2. Said of gods having the form of an

animal
3. Rapidly changing from a solid form

to a gaseous form
4. An animal’s ability to change its

form to adapt to its surroundings for
protection

ARGALI
1. A species of very large wild sheep
2. Having a silver coating or luster
3. A native of a mountainous area in

northwestern Scotland
4. A Scottish thatched hut

RYOT
1. A daydream
2. Robbery
3. A tenant farmer of India
4. An undue burden or unfair demand

DIANOETIC
1. Belonging to a species of caustic

curves or surfaces caused by refraction
2. Capable of thought through logic,

rather than intuitive reasoning
3. Evil; doing the Devil’s work
4. The entire range of a musical instru-

ment or voice

Scutti Family Thanks
The Townspeople

To our friends, neighbors and acquain-
tances of Westfield — we would like to
extend our heartfelt thanks to all who
have reached out to us during our time of
sadness. Your sympathy cards, telephone
calls and words of encouragement have
been a wonderful source of comfort to us.

Thank you.

The family of Anthony Scutti
Shaaron M. Scutti

Lavallette, N.J.

Editor’s Note: Anthony Scutti, who
recently passed away, was the retired
Westfield  police chief.

Vote For Our Top
Three Candidates

I just received a note from a Westfield
Board of Education candidate suggesting
that I cast just one vote in the upcoming
election — How utterly thoughtless and
self-important. While that strategy may
insure his election, it implies that as long
as he is elected, it doesn’t matter who fills
the remaining seats.

But it absolutely does matter, and filled
those seats will be, so it is incumbent
upon each of us to take our responsibility
seriously, get educated and vote for our
top three candidates for the BOE.

Amy Seid
Westfield

Is Rep. Lance Kowtowing To The Rabid Tea Partiers?

Thank You All That Attended, Helped With F.O.P. Benefit

Within the past couple of months,
Leonard Lance, our Congressman, has
voted to permit roving wiretaps on United
States citizens (HR1); to allow health
care companies to deny coverage to
American citizens with pre-existing con-
ditions such as juvenile diabetes; to re-
peal the federal health care provision that
would allow our children to stay on our
health care coverage until the age of 26;
to deny women federal funding for stan-
dard gynecological exams such as Pap
smears, pregnancy testing and pre-natal
care; to deny fast-track court decisions
brought by United States citizens alleg-

ing government spying in violation of our
constitutional rights; to oppose Internet
equality, which is aimed at keeping the
Internet equally available to all users
regardless of corporate size; and to re-
duce funding the requirement for power
plants, refineries and other major pollut-
ers to disclose emission data to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency [EPA.]

I realize that when we elected Con-
gressman Lance to the House of Repre-
sentatives, we elected a budget conscious
person to represent us. I just didn’t realize
that we voted for someone in favor of
unsanctioned wiretaps, in favor of health
care companies denying coverage to his
constituents, against standard health care
for women, in favor of government spy-
ing on American citizens (whatever hap-
pened to a smaller, less intrusive govern-
ment?), more supportive of corporate
Internet use than that of his average con-
stituent, and in favor of energy compa-
nies polluting our air and water.

Leonard Lance is so kowtowing to the
conservative Republican mantra of cut,
cut, cut, that he is beginning to forget that
while cutting budgets is a noble mission,
that the American citizen’s constitutional
rights outweigh government wiretapping
without court concurrence; that allowing
health care companies to deny coverage
to those with pre-existing conditions just
increases the costs for the rest of us when
those individuals need health care and

can’t afford it; that preventative heath
care for women pays dividends beyond
comprehension for women, their babies
and society in general; that all Americans
should have the same access to the Internet
regardless of our corporate donations;
and that Americans truly want to breathe
clean air and drink water.

Are the Tea Partiers sucking Leonard
Lance into their rabid calls to reduce
short term spending regardless of long-
term impacts? I sincerely hope not.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

I wanted to take the opportunity to give
you an up-date as to how the 10th Annual
Comedy Show to Benefit F.O.P. went
last Saturday evening [March 12.] Every-
one was entertained by the talent of four
comedians this year. We had 279 people
attend the fundraiser. Dana Kline and
Cecilia Robertson did a magnificent and
fantastic job of decorating the room and
the tables. They each have a wealth of
talent and I’m blessed that they are part of
the F.O.P. team each year. I Would also
like to thank Kurt and Fiona Christoffers
for their beautiful and generous donation
of floral bouquets that were presented to
F.O.P. moms, siblings, Dr. Kaplan and

Maureen Giannone. Our fundraiser as-
sisted Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s third
annual winter food drive for local pan-
tries. We asked all supporters of the event
to bring something that evening. Last
year, we donated 230 pcs. of food prod-
ucts that were packed into seven cases.
This year we donated 12 cases, which
amounted to 444 pcs. of non-perishable
food products. We made the donation this
year in the name and memory of BJ
Giannone. Thank you.

Not being a party-pooper, but I had to
ask the DJ to stop at 1 a.m. as it was time
to just go home and go to bed, especially
since we then had to turn the clocks ahead

one hour. There was even some dancing
on top of tables. For those who attended
– Thank you! For those who could not
attend and made a donation – Thank you!
For anyone wanting to make a donation,
it will graciously be accepted and very
much appreciated. In Dr. Kaplan’s speech,
he mentioned that he is hoping to make an
exciting announcement by year’s end.
Our contribution to research has contrib-
uted to the success in the research lab and
again – Thank you – and again, if you
would like to help out this year – Thank
you!

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Fanwood BOE
Candidate Thanks

PTA’s Effort
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA

Council would like to thank all those who
supported our recent collection of Wish
List items to benefit the Ronald McDonald
House in New Brunswick. Many re-
quested food and household items were
delivered on Saturday, March 19 which
will be put to immediate good use thanks
to the generosity of our neighbors. We
would also like to thank Meg Kolaya,
director of the Scotch Plains Library, and
Daniel Weiss, director of the Fanwood
Memorial Library, for allowing us to use
their facilities as local collections sites
for the past several weeks. Thanks also go
out to Dr. Hayes, superintendent of
schools and all our school principals for
their support of this community-wide
charity project.

Jeanne Cleary
Candidate for Fanwood BOE

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

(908) 527-4000
George Devanney, Mgr.

gdevanney@ucnj.org
Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair

dscanlon@ucnj.org

County Taxes, The Dem Party Primary
And The Western County Roundup

The Union County Democrats this week, solidified
their political grasp of the Union County Board of “Cho-
sen” Freeholders in preparing for the upcoming battle
going into the Democratic primary elections this spring.
After appointing Chris Hudak of Linden in December to
replace Rick Proctor of Rahway, who became mayor, they
followed by doubling up the “Chosen” Freeholder repre-
sentation on the ticket to be from the Township of Union.

Democrats from this area, towns West of the Parkway
who pay much of the tax burden, had their hopes dashed
of being “Chosen” for representation on the board. Coun-
cilman David Haas of Westfield, a moderate Democrat,
had been considered by many to be an ideal choice.

Last spring, a renegade group of Democrats from
Elizabeth, “Democrats for Change” – reportedly sup-
ported and financed by MoveOn.org, almost knocked off
the party regulars. The “near fall” stunned the county
bosses, Sen. Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth and Asm. Joe
Cryan of Union. As the story goes, they vowed to never
again have such a close call.

The bosses were buoyed in their assessments of the
political landscape by winning in a comfortable margin in
the November General Election - essentially with one-
sided loyalty from the Dems of the East (Hillside, Linden,
Elizabeth, Roselle and Union) plus absolute allegiance
from the island of Plainfield – proving to themselves the
political impotence of those West of the Parkway.

The East County Dems also took two other steps to
strengthen their grasp for the upcoming Primary battle.
They presented a budget for this year with a 6 percent
property tax increase, which pours a greater amount of
money from the impotent West to their receiving voter base
in the East. Also, they rewarded the allegiance from the
island of Plainfield and solidified their “no peek policy” by
appointing the Plainfield city administrator to be the head
of Union County finances. To us, this is not a ringing
endorsement for fiscal sanity.

Westfielders, who sent $28.2 million in property taxes
to the county last year, can expect that contribution to the
East to slop well over the top of the $30 million mark this
year. Summit at $26.7 million can expect the same. The
‘Western Roundup’ ($millions from last year) also in-
cludes Berkeley Heights ($12.8), New Providence ($9.6),
Scotch Plains ($15.4), Fanwood ($4.5), Mountainside
($6.9), Garwood ($2.6), Clark ($9.8), Kenilworth ($6.8)
and Cranford ($15.5).

The property tax level of the County of Union is
reported to be the third highest in the nation. We don’t
think that having the distinction of being number one in
this category is a good thing.

Whoever takes over the county during the Democratic
Primary this spring – MoveOn.org or those currently in
power — those of the Western Roundup will still be
chanting “The Rent’s Too Damn High.”


