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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERSONALITY PLUS…TV show host Corny Collins (Matt Zawodniak) proudly presents his “Nicest Kids in Town”
during an energetic performance of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre’s Hairspray, which ran
through last weekend. See the full story on page 20.

Photo courtesy of Nick and Lisa Karter
SUPER MOON…Taken from the cliff in Summit on Sunday, the moon hovers
over Port Newark. From NASA: On March 19, the full moon was of rare size and
beauty when it rose in the east at sunset. It was a super “perigee moon”— the
biggest in almost 20 years. “The last full moon so big and close to earth occurred
in March of 1993,” says Geoff Chester of the U.S. Naval Observatory in Washing-
ton, D.C. Full moons vary in size because of the oval shape of the moon’s orbit. It
is an ellipse with one side (perigee) about 30,000 miles closer to Earth than the
other (apogee). Nearby perigee moons are about 14 percent bigger and 30 percent
brighter than lesser moons that occur on the apogee side of the moon’s orbit.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LUCK OF THE IRISH...Residents lucked out at Fanwood’s First Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Music Festival, held March 19 in the Fanwood Train Station
parking lot, by getting a sunny, yet cool day. Irish fare and cold beer was on tap
for the event.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENDLESS WINTER...Residents were greeted by an early morning storm that
covered the area with a dusting of snow on March 21, the first full day of spring.

Del Sordi Says SPF District Has
No Dealings Currently With Disko

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held last Thurs-
day evening, board of education can-
didate Michael Lewis of Fanwood
asked board members about their
views on the alleged local bid-rig-
ging scandal unveiled by the attorney
general’s office involving Ken Disko
of the Mountainside engineering firm
M. Disko Associates, the engineer of
record for the school district.

Mr. Lewis asked what the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district could
do to avoid the problems Westfield is
facing. He noted that Robert Berman,
who has been suspended as business

administrator by the Westfield Board
of Education, was charged with ac-
cepting $13,000 worth of free win-
dows installed at his home in return
for awarding a local bid to the Met-
ropolitan Metal Windows Company,
a Fanwood-based company whose
co-owner, John Sangiuliano, of
Scotch Plains, was among those
charged in the scheme.

In response, board member Betty
Anne Woerner said the auditors for
the district were outside auditors
who had professional service con-
tracts and did “report directly to the
board.” She also noted, along with
Board President Trip Whitehouse,
that it was a good idea to change
auditors on a regular basis.

“We do follow the laws for the
bidding process and we select the
lowest one. If people are acting in
collusion, it makes it much harder to
prevent,” Mr. Whitehouse stated.

After the meeting, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that at this
time, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district has no current busi-
ness with Mr. Disko, his firm, or the
Metropolitan Metal Window Com-
pany.

In other business, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Social Studies Supervisor
Brad Siegel gave a presentation on
the district’s new global education
curriculum. In his presentation, it
was noted that this new education
approach was made to “give every
student, regardless of age, ability
and background, a global experi-
ence.” The new curriculum will in-
corporate world languages, global
literature and technology. It was re-
ported that the new program would
bring “global media” to the students
and allow them to communicate with
other students in other parts of the
world.

Mr. Siegel, along with his com-
mittee of students, parents, teach-
ers, board of education members and
administration personnel, have al-
ready put in place some of their
goals from their 2011-2014 Global
Action Plan. Among these are mock
summits, model United Nations, stu-
dent investigations of education sys-
tems in other countries and planning
and hosting an international film
festival.

The plan also encourages visits by
families and community members
to provide personal cultural experi-
ences.

Board member Amy Winkler, who
also sat on the Global Action Plan
Committee, commented, “It was a
very enriching experience being a
part of this group.”

Board member David Gorbunoff
said he “applauded all the staff, ad-
ministration, parents and students
on the committee.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes said she “was awestruck

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Severs Ties With
Disko; MS Retains Firm

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Following
charges levied against Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) Business
Administrator Robert Berman and
engineer/Architect of Record Ken
Disko related to bid rigging, the
Westfield BOE has served M. Disko
Associates with legal notice to sever
all contracts with the firm.

The Westfield district also has sev-
ered ties with Metropolitan Metal
Window Company of Fanwood,
whose co-owner, John Sangiuliano,
also faces charges in the scheme that
allegedly dates back 10 years.

Mr. Disko was charged by the At-
torney General’s office for allegedly
submitting fraudulent quotes and es-
timates to school districts including
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, and recommending ap-
proval of the fraudulently bid con-
tracts in exchange for more than

$80,000 in kickbacks from contrac-
tors.

When contacted by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week, a
person who answered the phone at
M. Disko and Associates said Ken
Disko “no longer works here.”

According to the State of New Jer-
sey Business Registration Certificate
on file with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE, M. Disko Associates
is owned by Michael D. Disko and
the business certificate is valid, ac-
cording to the state website. The Times
was unable to find proof of an engi-
neering license for Ken Disko. Ac-
cording to the state Department of
Community Affairs online registry,
engineering and professional plan-
ner licenses are valid for the senior
Michael D. Disko and his son,
Michael D. Disko, Jr.

According to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Business Administrator An-
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County Unveils $484 Mil. Budget;
Property Tax Levy Up 6 Percent

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager George Devanney released
his proposed executive budget total-
ing $484 million last week, an in-
crease of $4.3 million over what was
spent in 2010. A total of $293.8 mil-
lion would be raised in taxes, an
increase of $16.4 million, or 6 per-
cent, over last year.

The state instituted a 2-percent cap
last year on tax levies, although some
areas are exempt. The county included
increases in health care costs,
$5,062,130; pensions, $4,944,677,
and debt service and capital lease
increases, $2,654,529, as being out-
side the cap. The 2-percent increase,
per the cap, added $5,544,623 to the
tax levy over 2010. The county, which
has over a half-million dollars in out-
standing debt, is projected to have a
debt service payment in 2011 of $44.9
million.

“The county’s tax bill [for 2011] is
about $1,700, which represents an
increase of $108 this year,” Mr.
Devanney said in his budget cover
letter.

Although tax amounts per towns
have not yet been released, according
to figures available on the state De-
partment of Community Affairs
website, in 2010, $28.2 million in
county taxes were collected in
Westfield, $15.3 million in Scotch
Plains, $4.5 million in Fanwood, $2.6
million in Garwood, $6.9 million in
Mountainside, $15.5 million in
Cranford and $26.7 million in Sum-
mit. Other Union County towns were
as follows: Berkeley Heights, $12.8
million; Clark, $9.8 million; Eliza-
beth, $31.6 million; Hillside, $8.2
million; Kenilworth, $6.8 million;
Linden, $22.6 million; New Provi-
dence, $9.6 million; Plainfield, $12.6
million; Rahway, $13.6 million;
Roselle, $6.7 million; Roselle Park,
$4.7 million; Springfield, $11.2 mil-
lion; Union, $27.7 million, and
Winfield, $61,154.

County open space tax collections
were also collected. In 2010 local
collections totaled: Westfield, $1.2
million; Summit, $1.1 million; Scotch
Plains, $624,722; Mountainside,
$282,427; Fanwood, $183,965;
Garwood, $106,349; Cranford,
$637,881; Clark, $398,756, and Ber-
keley Heights, $522,495.

To offset taxes, the county is pro-
posing to use $18 million in surplus
funds, $6.3 million less than was uti-
lized last year. Other revenue sources
include: $3.7 million in revenues from
the county clerk’s office, a jump of

$440,000 over last year; $25 million
in state and federal grants, down $12.5
million; $5.5 million from parks and
recreation, up $200,000; $1.6 mil-
lion for rental of beds to other coun-
ties at the county’s juvenile detention
center, approximately $400,000 over
what was collected in 2010, and $3
million in realty transfer fees from
the county clerk’s office. Revenue
from Runnells Specialized Hospital
is expected at $37.6 million, similar
to the amount collected last year.

The county also lists $2 million in
revenue in 2011 as part of a 22-year
lease extension with Covanta Energy,
operator of the county incinerator in
Rahway.

“Despite the continuing debate in
Trenton, a complete ‘toolkit’ has yet
to be realized. Unfortunately, while
the state’s fiscal year proposed 2012
budget was able to keep municipal
aid stable and provides a modest in-
crease for school funding, Union
County suffered unforeseen state cuts,
which have negatively impacted
Runnells Specialized Hospital and
our corrections department,” Mr.
Devanney said in his letter.

Runnells’ projected revenue for
2011 is $37,650,000. The hospital’s
operating budget this year is
$38,376,141.

The county manager said revenues
for state prisoners at the county jail
have declined from $4 million in 2009
to $3 million this year. Last Thurs-
day, the county approved a contract
with a Florida company to conduct
an analysis of the county jail popula-
tion, encompassing the courts, pa-

MS BOE Details Bussing;
‘Pay to Play’ Budget Items

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Board
of Education (BOE) provided spe-
cific figures for proposed bussing
and activity charges at its third bud-
get presentation Tuesday evening,
with presentations from Acting Busi-
ness Administrator Daniel Saragnese
and Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles.

The option for a subscription bus
service for children living less than
two miles from their school was an-
nounced. Mr. Saragnese said the esti-
mated cost of the service is $540 per
student. He provided figures for other
towns in the area for comparison.
The Union school district will be
charging $2,200 per student,
Cranford, $884; Springfield, $750;
Westfield, $426, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, $360 per student.

Mr. Saragnese stated that the bus
subscription service was only an es-
timate and would fluctuate, as he
could not predict how many students
would participate in the program next
year. The number of participants
would affect the number of bus routes
and the “When you move from cour-
tesy bussing to subscription bussing
— it’s a fundamental of economics,
supply and demand. If
transportation’s free, demand is infi-
nite. Anyone who wants a ride will
take a ride for free; when there’s price
attached to it, people have to make
some different decisions,” Mr.
Saragnese said.

Mr. Saragnese also provided spe-
cific figures for the cost of the so-
called “pay to play” option for co-
curricular activities, namely clubs and
sports.

In the performing arts category,
including band, jazz band, chorus,
swing players and the school play,
the proposed fee imposed would be
$85 per student per activity.

In the clubs category, including Art
Enrichment, and the Chess, Ecology,
and Technology Clubs, the proposed
fee imposed would be $40 per stu-
dent per activity.

Students who participate in the
school yearbook next year are facing
a fee of $200 per student.

For those students participating in
sports, including baseball, basketball,
soccer and softball, the proposed fee
would be $425 per student per sport.

Several members of the public
voiced their concerns regarding the
cost of participating in these activi-
ties. An example proposed consist-
ing of three students in one family
requiring bussing, playing several
sports, and participating in several
clubs would cost the family thou-
sands of dollars.

Mrs. Baubles said, “When you look
at enrollment projections for next
year, perhaps if we were to rework
this, which I’m not suggesting we do
at this late date, if you put all that
back in (the funds for co-curricular
activities) we’d have class sizes of
28, 29, 30, 31, 32 — it gets very
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