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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield - The aroma of meat pies
that wafted through Westfield High
School (WHS) last weekend didn’t
emanate from a home economics
room, but from the stage where a
production of Stephen Sondheim’s
musical thriller Sweeney Todd, the
Demon Barber of Fleet Street was
served up deliciously.

 Westfield High School Theatre
Department’s amazing production
opens with “The Ballad of Sweeney
Todd” where a ghoulishly made-up
street chorus sings while staring down
the audience. “Attend the tale of
Sweeney Todd; he served a dark and
a vengeful god,” they foreshadow.
The specific musical notes they sing
run through the labyrinth of this
tale, finding their way in an under-
current in later numbers – “By the
Sea” and “Not While I’m Around” –
to remind the listener that this is,
indeed, an ominous tale.

A fog-shrouded, brown two-tiered
stage created by Roy Chambers sets
the tone for the tale of Benjamin
Barker, alias Sweeney Todd (Peter
Surace), who returns to London af-
ter 15 years of unjust imprisonment
on trumped up charges. Sweeney
talks with his former landlady Mrs.
Lovett (Catalina Gaglioti), a pur-
veyor of “The worst pies in London”
made mostly of feral cats, and she
recognizes her former tenant. She
reveals that Sweeney’s beautiful
young wife Lucy (Mary Barber)
poisoned herself after being raped
by Judge Turpin (Garrett Verdone),
the man who wrongly imprisoned

Sweeney. Sweeney vows revenge.
Now sometimes revenge is justi-

fied. Sometimes it’s sweet. For
Sweeney, it will be “bloody” satisfy-
ing. Crazed by the whole ordeal, he
plans to morph his barber chair into a
home-made guillotine for the judge,
but along the way gets to test out his
plan on a number of other clients.
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SHARING A DREAM…Benjamin Barker, aka Sweeney Todd, (Peter Surace) shares his maniacal plot of revenge with his
landlord Mrs. Lovett (Catalina Gaglioti) in the Sondheim musical Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

CELESTIAL LIGHT…Seemingly
bathed in light from above are the
ghostly figures of Sweeney Todd (Peter
Surace), Mrs. Lovett (Catalina
Gaglioti) and Tobi (Matt Lynn).

When he and Mrs. Lovett ponder
how to get rid of the bodies as they
start to pile up, a tasty new ingredient
is added to those greasy meat pies.

The former idealism of Sweeney
is present in the young sailor An-
thony Hope (Christopher Morrissey),
his savior and friend. Throughout
the play Sweeney’s brooding, evil
spirit is countered by Anthony’s exu-
berance and optimism. Ironically,
Anthony has a “love at first sight”
experience with Johanna (Olivia
Ryan), the judge’s ward as well as
Sweeney’s daughter, as they sing the
hauntingly lovely “Greenfinch and
Linnet Bird” and “Ah, Miss.”

 Throughout Act I a Beggar
Woman (Rebecca Skowron) accosts
both Sweeney and Anthony and re-
peatedly asks the older man, “Hey,
don’t I know you?” Unfortunately,
Sweeney finds out too late that he
does.

 In the scene “Pirelli’s Miracle
Elixir,” Tobias Ragg (Matt Lynn)
rouses the street crowd with a shav-
ing contest between Sweeney and
another barber, Adolfo Pirelli (Peter
Carmo). Basically, the contest is
Sweeney’s way of wowing the crowd
and offering a free shave to Beadle
Bamford (Michael Kirkland) who
will lead him to the judge.

Meanwhile, the judge recognizes
that his ward Johanna is growing up
before his eyes and proposes they
marry. When she rebuffs him, she’s
locked in the insane asylum of Jonas
Fogg (Adam Ziering) who is pretty
crazy himself. Anthony, posing as a
wig maker, visits Fogg’s asylum to
release Johanna. They escape with
her life, but by the show’s end, a
number of others lose theirs.

Throughout the production, each
little piece notches into the cog that
turns the wheels of what the pro-
tagonist thinks is justice. Unfortu-
nately, cruelty of fate has the last
laugh as Sweeney’s sins have killed
the only thing he ever loved.

 This most definitely is not your
grandmother’s musical. Written by
Hugh Wheeler with music and lyrics
by Stephen Sondheim, Sweeney Todd
blooms with blood-spurting dark
humor that frequently straddles a
sick but humorous edge. And then
there is that glorious, dissonant,
Stephen Sondheim music with lyr-
ics that push and poke the audience
with vicious, dissonant chords.

Some aficionados consider this
score his best. It is presented mag-
nificently by musical director John
Brzozowski guiding the 20 students
and 10 adults in an exemplary or-
chestra to provide a seamless musi-
cal fabric for the night that is 80
percent orchestral music played un-
der dialogue or sung.

Sweeney Todd is not a role that
many older men are fit to play. It’s
almost unthinkable that a high school
senior could do it justice. But Peter
Surace brings the requisite anger,
evil and power to the role with men-
acing looks, titanic voice and stat-
ure. He is scary.

 Catalina Gaglioti steals the show
in her wonderfully bizarre, bawdy

portrayal of Mrs. Lovett as she drives
home a point with exact comic tim-
ing. Her song, “The Worst Pies in
London,” is hysterical and performed
with ease despite a rhythm pattern
that could make one’s head spin
faster than a baker’s rolling pin. The
heartbreaking “Not While I’m
Around” sung with the talented Matt
Lynn, is made more poignant in
knowing that Mrs. Lovett has evil
lurking in the breast to which she
embraces Tobi.

Often an overlooked yet impor-
tant, pivotal role, the Beggar Woman,
is played vocally right on target by
Rebecca Skowron, who plays the
role hunched over the entire time
she is on stage. Olivia Ryan’s clear,
bright soprano tone as Johanna is
exquisite in “Green Birds and Lin-
net Birds.”

 Christopher Morrissey, Michael
Kirkland and Garrett Verdone’s voices
and acting are mature well beyond
their years. In the role of Pirelli, Peter
Carmo proves he can sing, move,
master accents, and comedy.

 Director Daniel Devlin has topped
himself in the selection and casting
of this production that stretches the
imagination of each actor. There isn’t
a teen up there that doesn’t have a
character back story or purpose for
moving an inch on the stage.

 Choreographer Samantha Hahn
uses clever choreographed move-
ment in the big numbers that involve
the chorus. Especially unique and
captivating are the staging of the
songs, “Pirelli’s Miracle Elixir” and
“God That’s Good.”

 Michael Kimmel and Lisa
Weinshrott’s lighting design is one
of the best you’ll see in any the-
ater—professional or regional. Dark
and sullen, with heaven sent beams
of light, it advances the show’s eerie
mood.

This production is one that will
long be remembered as one of the
all-time best in showcasing WHS’s
young talent, the stars of tomorrow’s
professional stage and screen.

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL 

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click 
on Online Calendar, or call 

908.789.4090 press 0.

It’s your Library …  
Make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The Westfield Memorial    
Library presents 

Rave On! 
The Rock ‘n Roll   

Music of
Buddy Holly 

Rave On! shows are high-energy performances 
of the best of the Rock ’n Roll era. Hear the 
music of Buddy Holly and other famous acts of 
the ’50s. This timeless music influenced the 
Beatles, and continues to influence today’s art-
ists such as Bruce Springsteen, the Rolling 
Stones and others. Come early for good seats.

Wednesday, March 23  7:00 pm 

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

FRESH AND SILK FLOWERS • GIFTS • HOME DECOR • GREETING CARDS

WHAT DOES YOUR FRONT DOOR SAY?

Choose from our large selection of silk wreaths

or let us create one just for you and your door.

MAKE IT SAY WELCOME!

Mid-Day Musicales Concert to Feature
Roger Verdi and Martha Locker

 WESTFIELD - The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, continues its series of
Mid-Day Musicales concerts on
March 23 with a program by trom-
bonist Roger Verdi and pianist Martha
Locker. These free, half-hour con-
certs are presented on Wednesdays in
the church sanctuary and are fol-
lowed by an optional soup and sand-
wich lunch for $7.00.

Roger Verdi is an active free-lance
musician in the New York /New Jersey
area.  He is a founding member of the
Modern Brass Quintet, and has per-
formed with that ensemble at the 92nd
Street Y, Merkin Hall, the Kosciuszko
Foundation, the Lincoln Center Library,
as well as many other venues.  Mr.
Verdi has traveled the United States
many times. His CDs, “Looking Ahead:
Works for Trombone,” released in 2007,
and “Taking Steps: Works for Trom-
bone,” released in 2009, have won criti-
cal acclaim and sold internationally.
His third, “Almost Home,” was re-
leased last summer.

Pianist Martha Locker leads a busy
and diverse musical life, performing as
a soloist and chamber musician in both
the United States and abroad. As a
soloist, Ms. Locker has performed with
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra,
the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra,
the Westmoreland Symphony and the

New York University Symphony Or-
chestra.  Their program on March 23
includes works by Barat, Sulek, and
Mahler.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.
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CORNY…TV show host Corny Collins (Matt Zawodniak)  proudly presents his
“Nicest Kids in Town” after the cast danced up a storm in SPFHS Repertory
Theatre’s  Hairspray running tonight through March 19.

SPFHS Repertory Theatre’s

Hairspray
Upcoming performances will be

held on Thursday, March 17, 7 p.m.,
Friday, March 18, 8 p.m., and Satur-
day, March 19, 8 p.m.

Look for the  full review in the
Thursday, March 24, edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
Don’t miss the show that critic’s are
calling “fast-paced and lively.”

All performances are held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School located
at 667 Westfield Road. Tickets can be
purchased by e-mailing
Reptix@verizon.net.

‘Bloody’ Good Sweeney at Westfield High
School Spellbinds Audiences
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MORE HOT PIES…the raucous crowd in Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of
Fleet Street, Westfield High School  Theatre Department’s musical production,
wants to know Mrs. Lovett’s secret ingredient to her delicious pies. The Stephen
Sondheim musical, directed by Daniel Devlin, featured a stellar student and adult
orchestra, conducted by John Brzozowski.

WF Art Association to
Meet March 27

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Art
Association will meet on Sunday,
March 27, from 2- 4:00 p.m. and will
host a demonstration by artist Denise
Karabinus Telang.

This meeting is open to the public
and will be held in the Community
Room located at 425 East Broad
Street. The community room has a
ramp for the disadvantaged.Denise Karabinus Telang’s - My Guts

Disney Live! At MSG to
Feature SP Native

NEW YORK, N.Y. - Brad Ross of
Scotch Plains will perform as an illu-
sionist in Disney Live! at New York
City’s Theater at Madison Square
Garden March 17 - 20.

Dates for the upcoming shows are
as follows: Thursday, March 17, 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Friday, March 18, 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Saturday, March 19,
11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.; and
Sunday, March 20, 11 a.m., 2 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m.

For tickets, call Ticketmaster
Charge By Phone at (800)745-3000.
To learn more about Disney Live!,
visit www.disneylive.com.


