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CUSTOM CAPE

Cranford. Picturesque Custom Cape featuring 1st level Living Room,
Formal Dining Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Entertainment sized Family
Room addition with Wood burning Stove, Bedroom and Full Bath.
Level 2 has three spacious Bedrooms and a Full Bath. Gleaming
Hardwood Floors and Freshly Painted throughout plus a full Unfinished
Basement with high ceilings and a built-in garage.

Niki Fry
Top Units for the Month of February

Lorena Barbosa

RANCH

Westfield. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Ranch situated in a
prime location across from desirable Echo Lake Golf Course. Home
boasts beautiful hardwood floors with nice size rooms and plenty of
closet space. Kitchen has stainless steel appliances and updated cabinets,
Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Basement, attic and attached garage.

Donna Fabrizio

COLONIAL

Mountainside. This 4 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath, 4 year old Colonial is
situated in Echo Lake Estates. There are custom moldings, recessed
lighting and intercom/sound system throughout. The gourmet kitchen
with separate dining area opens to a family room with gas fireplace.
There is a fabulous MBR Suite with his/her walk-in closets plus
separate sitting room with additional deep closets and luxury master
bath. There is a finished basement with gas fireplace and full bath.

Martha Schilling

COLONIAL

Fanwood. Outstanding quality construction with meticulous attention
to detail throughout! Hardwood floors w/inlay in Living Room, Dining
Room. Gas fireplace in FR. Marble flooring, granite countertops, cherry
cabinetry, SS appliances in large EIK. Master Bedroom has 10x8 en suite,
design it as a closet, office or nursery! Central Vac, High Efficiency self
venting Gas furnace, and 2 zone CAC. Walk up attic with 5 dormers,
large oversized side door for easy access to basement.

Patricia O’Connor

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room
with wood burning Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The second level has 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/Office
plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished
Basement and 2 car detached garage.

Associate of the Month

Patricia O’Connor

Kerry McDevitt

Piano Prodigy Blumer Plays
Concerto with Symphony

Charles Prince, Conductor; Seth Blumer, Pianist
By BARBARA THOMSON

Specially Written for The Westfield leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD - What were you
doing in elementary school? If your
name is Seth Blumer, you were play-
ing the piano in Carnegie Hall, win-
ning competitions, and playing a con-
certo with the Plainfield Symphony.

This 6th grader performed Bach’s
Piano Concerto in d minor (BWV
1052) on Saturday, March 5, at Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church
playing with excellent technique and
musical insight. It is not all that un-
usual for youngsters to have excel-
lent technical capabilities at early
ages – little “prodigies” abound – but
there is more to making music than
playing the notes.

Young Mr. Blumer plays with the
native musical insight that musicians
can only be born with – no amount of
coaching can substitute for the innate
understanding of where a phrase goes.
When you couple that with good tech-
nical training, the prodigy becomes a
musician, and that is certainly what
he is.

Seth performed the Bach with en-
ergy and finesse and a real sense of
purpose and understanding. If you
weren’t looking, you would never
have known that the performer was

only 11- years old. And lest you think
that he is too serious for his own
good, (he is 11-years old, after all),
he played a fun bluesy encore by jazz
pianist Joe Utterback. Guess he can
still enjoy being a kid!

As an aside, I would like to say that
it was good to see a student playing a
work of a technical level at which he
can excel. Too many teachers give
students works, which are too diffi-
cult and let them slop through. One
will never learn to play with nuance
or control if it’s all you can do to just
get the notes out.

I was glad to see him playing Bach,
not attempting Brahms or
Rachmaninoff. There will be time for
that later, and he will be ready for
them when that time comes. He was
not playing alone, of course. The
Plainfield Symphony, an excellent
community orchestra, was an able
accompanist, and its players seemed
to enjoy making music with their
young soloist, who was always atten-
tive to the conductor and the en-
semble.

The program opened with Rossini’s
familiar overture to the opera La
Gazza Ladra (The Thieving Magpie),
a cheerful, lively piece, which gives
the orchestra plenty to do without
being too taxing. The big work came
in the second half – Tchaikovsky’s
Symphony No. 4. This is a challeng-
ing piece even for professionals, and
was a stretch for a community or-
chestra. But the point of a commu-
nity orchestra, after all, is to give
good amateurs (along with a few
added professionals) a chance to play
major works of this type.

There were many sections, which
came off beautifully, and although I
thought the fast tempo of the last
movement pushed the envelope a bit,
it was full of energy and power.
Charles Prince’s conducting was al-
ways clear and precise (you would
think that would be a given, but it’s
not) and he was not afraid to ask his
orchestra to play up to their full po-
tential.

Intonation problems did crop up in
the difficult places, and there were
some balance issues in the ensemble
as a whole. Nonetheless, the players
and their audience had a wonderful
evening, and it was nice to see an
enthusiastic full house in attendance.

A community orchestra like this
serves an important function, and it is
wonderful to see that it has the sup-
port of its community.

Photo courtesy of David France-Beverly
NATURAL TALENT...Accompanied by the Plainfield Symphony Orchestra, 11-
year old piano prodigy Seth Blumer, performed Bach’s Piano Concerto in d
minor on Saturday, March 5, at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

Summer Stage Theater to
Present Leader of the Pack

WESTFIELD - The captivating
sounds of the early rock ‘n’ roll era
will fill the stage in July when the
cast members of the Summer Stage
Theater recreate the best of the doo-
wop tunes in Leader of the Pack:
The Ellie Greenwich Musical.

This exciting show celebrates the
life and times of Brooklyn-born
Ellie Greenwich, a songwriter
whose doo-wop music skyrocketed
to the top of the pop charts in the
early to mid 1960s. The story and
songs provide a look into the
songwriter’s professional triumphs
and personal misfortunes. The re-
sult is a musical filled with some of
the most memorable songs from the
early days of rock ‘n’ roll such as
“Be My Baby,” “Doo Wah Diddy,”
“Chapel of Love,” “Da Doo Ron
Ron,” “River Deep, Mountain
High,” and the title song “Leader of
the Pack.”

 The musical will feature a large
ensemble cast. There are many roles
to showcase all talents and levels of
ability, including roles for both boys
and girls. There is no audition
needed to become part of the cast
and enrollment is open to students,
in grades six though 12, from all
communities.

The Summer Stage Theater pro-
gram will be held at Edison Inter-
mediate School, 800 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. daily from June 29
until July 29. The performances will
be on July 27 and 28.

A special feature of this year’s
program is a Cabaret Night, for

performers in grades nine through
12, who are enrolled as part of the
main stage production. Twice
weekly, these students will stay for
an additional 90 minutes to prepare
short acts for the Cabaret, which
will be held on July 21.

Leader of the Pack will be di-
rected by Kenneth Horn, who is on
the staff of Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield. Karen Romero,
a staff member at Westfield’s
Roosevelt Intermediate School, will
serve as musical director. Both edu-
cators have professional theatrical
credits as performers and directors
as well. Dance instructor Irene
Ulesky, a veteran member of the
Westfield Summer Workshop, will
again design the choreography for
this production.

 The Summer Stage Theater is
part of the Westfield Summer Work-
shop, which offers 65 courses in
arts, crafts, communications, mu-
sic, dance, drama, musical theater
and more for students from pre-
kindergarten to grade eight. Courses
are taught by degreed and/or certi-
fied teachers, experienced perform-
ers and professional artists. A reg-
istered nurse is on staff during the
morning program.

 For more information on the
Summer Stage Theater or the
Westfield Summer Workshop, call
(908) 518-1551 or visit the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts at
150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

SPF Arts Assoc. to
Sponsor Trip

SCOTCH PKAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association will sponsor its spring
trip to the Brooklyn Museum of Art
on Thursday, April 7, to see the
“Norman Rockwell: Behind the Cam-
era” exhibit.

Norman Rockwell’s paintings are
American icons. This exhibition
shows how, beginning in the 1930s,
he adopted photography as a tool to
bring his illustration ideas to life. It
presents his study photographs along-
side his paintings, drawings and re-
lated magazine tear sheets to offer a
fascinating look at the artist’s work-
ing process.

The bus departs from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot at 9:30 a.m. and will return at
approximately 5 p.m.

The cost of the trip is $45, which
includes bus and admission to the
Museum. (Entrance to the Botanic
Garden is additional).

For reservations, call Anne Gib-
bons at (908) 232-2631 by March 30.

Junior Musical Club to
Present Free Concert

MUSIC TO MY EARS…Members of the Westfield Junior Music Club rehearse
the Carnival of the Animals to be performed March 26.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jun-
ior Music Club is proud to present
its annual Ensemble Concert on Sat-
urday, March 26, at 3:30 p.m. in the
First Baptist Church located at 170
Elm Street.

Local area Club members in eighth
grade and high school will play to-
gether in duets, trios and as an en-
semble. The public is welcome to
attend the concert free of charge.
Refreshments will be served at a
reception following the performance.

The performance will feature the
Carnival of the Animals by Camille
Saint-Saëns under the direction of
Debra Biderman of the New Jersey
Symphony. The members of the Jun-
ior Musical Club will participate as
a whole, performing on two pianos,
violins, violas, cello, double bass,
clarinet, flute, xylophone and or-
chestral bells. The animals captured
in music include the lion, chickens,

donkeys, tortoises, the elephant,
kangaroos, fish, the cuckoo, birds,
the swan, plus fossils.

Among the duets and trios will be
Bernard Lin (violin) and Brenda Li
(viola) playing Passacaglia by
Johan Halvorsen; Kristin Hauge and
Cindy Gong playing Abendmusik
for two pianos by William Bolcom;
Rebecca Dias (soprano) singing
arias from Mozart’s Le Nozze Di
Figaro, “L’ho Perduta” and, with
Bridget McCoy (soprano),
“Sull’aria”, both accompanied by
Alex Goldschmidt; Rebecca Dias
singing the “Jewel Song” from
Gounod’s Faust accompanied by
Alex Goldschmidt; Jahzeel
Paguntalan (violin), Belle Lin (vio-
lin) and Chloe Baron (cello) play-
ing a string arrangement of music
by Cole Porter; Kevin Madison (pi-
ano) playing Etude Op. 10, No. 3 by
Frédéric Chopin.

Visual Arts Center to Host ‘For Art’s
Sake Weekend’ April 1-3

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
will host its annual “For Art’s Sake
Weekend” fundraiser  on April 1-3.

The three-day event begins on Fri-
day, April 1, as guests board coach
buses with gourmet boxed lunches to
visit the private homes of noted con-
temporary art collectors Patricia A. Bell
and Ann Schaffer. Following the tour,
guests will return to the Art Center for
a dessert reception to preview the silent
auction art work and meet artists who
donated their work to the Blank Canvas
silent auction, part of Saturday evening’s
Blank Canvas Benefit.

The schedule is as follows:Road Trip

- Friday, April 1 - 9:30 a.m. until 2:30
p.m. - Ticket: $125; Blank Canvas Ben-
efit - Saturday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. - VIP
Reception and Tour; General Admit-
tance - 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.; Blank Canvas
Benefit - VIP Ticket: $300; Blank Can-
vas Benefit - Ticket - $150; Open House
- Sunday, April 3, 12 Noon until 4 p.m.
– Free event for the community.

Tickets for the Road Trip tour and
Blank Canvas Benefit may be pur-
chased online at artcenternj.org, or at
the Art Center’s reception desk lo-
cated at 68 Elm Street in Summit. For
more information, call (908) 273 –
9121.


