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AAI Program to Spotlight
‘Evolving Planet’ Tomorrow
CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-

mers, Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting at 8
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, March 18, in
the Main Lecture Hall in the
Nomahegan Building at Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting, the club will present
the lecture “An Evolving Planet: The
History of Earth and the Search for
Other Earths in the Galaxy,” pre-
sented by Alan P. Witzgall.

Mr. Witzgall will discuss how life
on Earth has dramatically changed
the composition of the planet’s sur-
face and atmosphere and how this
can serve as a guide in locating and

classifying exoEarths in the galaxy.
He also will bring examples of min-
erals and fossils to illustrate the five
major epochs on Earth.

Following the talk, attendees will
be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory for refreshments
and the chance to look through the
largest telescopes in the area
(weather permitting.) Sperry Obser-
vatory also is open to the public
every Friday evening between 7:30
and 10:30 p.m. for an informal talk
and observing. Star parties are sched-
uled at Sperry Observatory on April
8 and May 13. For more informa-
tion, visit asterism.org or call (908)
276-STAR. Admission and parking
are free.

Renowned Artists Quinn,
Mills to Lecture at UCC

CRANFORD – On Wednesday,
March 23, Union County College
will be host world-renowned artists
Joanna Quinn and Les Mills of Beryl
Productions International Ltd. They
will be presenting an animated, mul-
timedia Visiting Artist Lecture en-
titled “Drawings that Move” at 1 p.m.
in the Roy Smith Theater on the
College’s Cranford Campus.

This lecture event will focus on
their careers as artists and designers
and will highlight their internation-
ally recognized design and film ani-
mation work. Joanna Quinn and Les
Mills presented at the College in May
2007.

Joanna Quinn and Les Mills started
Beryl Productions International Ltd.
in 1987 in Cardiff, Wales, UK. The
design firm’s prestigious design work
and TV ads have been seen through-
out North America, Mexico, and Eu-
rope. Their premier designs exist in
many venues, including commercials
and package design productions for
Proctor and Gamble’s Charmin Pa-
per products, USA Kal Kan, Coca
Cola, Nestle USA, Publis UK/USA,
TV advertisements for “Whiskas” cat
food, and a flight publicity and tele-
vision “Lightbulb” ad for United Air-
lines.

In addition to their commercial de-
sign work, Quinn and Mills are glo-
bally lauded for their innovative,
award winning animation films in-

cluding: “Girls Night Out”, “Body
Beautiful”, “Famous Fred”, “Elles”,
“The Wife of Bath”, and “Dreams
and Desires – Family Ties”. Beryl’s
animations are often the product of
creative collaboration established
with US based ACME Films in Hol-
lywood, and have been commissioned
by a number of television markets
including Channel 4 UK, HBO, BBC
TV, TVC, and S4C.

Their animated films creatively dis-
tinguish themselves from other popu-
lar CGI generated productions in their
use of individually hand drawn char-
acter cell animation images. The lat-
est of Beryl’s animated short film
productions, “Dreams and Desires –
Family Ties”, won many celebrated
awards in 2006 including: Audience
Prize, FIPRESCI (critics award),
Special Jury Award – Annecy Ani-
mation Festival, France; 2nd Place
Jury Award Best animation – Palm
springs Short Filmfest USA; Winner
– European Cartoon D’Or; Grand
Prix – Ottawa International Anima-
tion Festival; Grand Prix Short Film
– 3rd China International and Digital
Arts Festival; Best Animation –
Woodstock Film Festival USA; and
Special Jury Prize – Anifest 2006
Budapest Hungary. For the past five
years Quinn’s and Mills’ “Dreams
and Desires – Family Ties” has been
one of the select animation films to
be on the short list for Oscar award
recognition.

Joanna Quinn is regarded as one of
the most celebrated and talented fig-
ures in world animation. Her amazing
drawing skills, wonderful character-
izations and humor mark her as a
unique, exceptional world talent. She
has won many animation awards in-
cluding Emmys, Baftas, 2 Academy
nominations, and Jury prizes at all the
major animation festivals.

Les Mills comes from an art back-
ground, having studied Fine Art at
several Universities in the UK and at
Rutgers University, having received
his Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in
1971. He has extensive teaching expe-
rience, including having taught Art
and Design at colleges in Wales and
London, and film and animation at the
School of Art and Design at the Uni-
versity of Wales in Newport. He met
Quinn in London, while teaching her
drawing in art school and he collabo-
rated with her on her graduation film
“Girls Night Out”. Providing concep-
tual, writing, and production skills,
Mills collaborates with Quinn, who
provides the drawing, animation, and
directorial skills, on their animation
productions.

This lecture is free and open to the
public and all are encouraged to at-
tend. This educational, cultural, and
creative event is being sponsored by
the English/Fine Arts/Modern Lan-
guages Department of Union County
College, along with the support of the
College Educational Programs Advi-
sory Committee (CEPAC), the Stu-
dent Government Association, and the
Union County College Art Society.

Food Historian to Spotlight
Civil War Eating Customs

CRANFORD – The Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee of the
Cranford Historical Society will
present “Eating and Drinking Cus-
toms during the Civil War and Re-
construction Years” with Judith Krall-
Russo. The program will take place
this Sunday, March 20, at 2:15 p.m. at
the Crane-Phillips House Museum,
located at 124 North Union Avenue
in Cranford.

The years after the Civil War ush-
ered in many changes in the eating
habits of Victorian America. Etiquette
around the table became very impor-
tant, tea parties were popular and soda
fountains became the social center.

A certified tea specialist and food
historian, Ms. Krall-Russo presents
programs throughout New Jersey. She
is a graduate of The Tea School of
Pomfret, Conn. and has completed
Tea Certification Level 1, 2 and 3

with the Specialty Tea Institute of
New York City. Ms. Krall-Russo holds
a Master of Business Administration
degree from Pace University, a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Montclair
University and an Associate in Ap-
plied Sciences degree from the Fash-
ion Institute of Technology.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Founded in 1927, the Cranford His-
torical Society seeks to preserve and
perpetuate the history of Cranford.
For more information, contact the his-
torical society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net,
or visit cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
Admission will be free but donations
are appreciated.

Cranford/Garwood News
Cranford/Garwood News is also in the printed portion

of The Westfield Leader and The Times

GW Considers $7-Mil. Budget;
Council Battles Over Surplus

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough
council’s finance committee pre-
sented the preliminary 2011 munici-
pal budget of $7 million to the coun-
cil and public on March 7. As consti-
tuted, the budget would include a tax
increase of $208,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi urged
the council to produce a “leaner bud-
get, if possible.” She said she was
“not thrilled with the final product.”

She did tout the borough’s efforts
in not proposing any furloughs or
layoffs onto its workforce. “We can
continue to provide the levels of ser-
vice our residents have come to ex-
pect and, frankly, deserve,” the mayor
said. Still, the mayor said further cuts
should be made and that “everyone
should share in the unpleasantness.”

Councilman Jim Mathieu, finance
chairman, said he voted against the
budget in committee, but he said it
was “wonderful” that the budget can
“see the light of day.” In the past, he
said budgetary matters were “done in
the dark.”

Mr. Mathieu said after receiving
input from department heads and bor-
ough staff, the finance committee
“only” cut 1 percent of requested
appropriations. To eliminate the tax
increase, the borough would have to
cut another 2.9 percent, which he
said is “not unreasonable” to do. He
also  “rejects” the philosophy that the
budget is “its own living thing” and
that “you can’t touch it.”

He remained “very disappointed”
to see a budget that featured $84,000
in employee raises. On the contrac-
tual side, police-department raises
would account for $32,000 of that
figure, while the public works would
account for $22,000. Mr. Mathieu
said he was also “very disappointed”
to see that non-contractual (non-
union) employees were not contrib-
uting 1.5 percent of their wages for
healthcare costs.

Councilman Jonathan Linken, who
serves on the finance committee, said
he and Councilman Victor DeFilippo,
who was not present at the meeting,
“looked at the budget as a total spend-
ing forecast, and looked in a macro
sense.” Mr. Linken said while he
would “love” to get the municipal tax
increase to zero, the borough is al-
ready using $381,000 of its surplus in
this budget cycle; if the council ap-
proves the budget as-is, it would leave
$112,000 in the surplus account, a

number that Mr. Linken called
“scarily low.”

“To leave us with nothing for fu-
ture expenses...we thought we’d be
doing the citizens a disservice...We’d
be at risk of being outside the [2-
percent property tax] cap and cutting
services next year,” Mr. Linken said.
“We thought this was the best route
overall. It sets up Garwood to deal
with the finances of the future.”

Councilman Keith Sluka had many
questions on the budget; some per-
tained to reductions in areas such as
recreation and senior citizens recre-
ation. He noted a reduction of more
than $2,500 for senior citizens, for
instance.

The mayor later said the borough
has typically received a matching
grant from the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), but she said the department
intends to cut its numbers by at least
10 percent this year. These funds help
to support busing and other senior
programs offered to Garwood’s eld-
erly, Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Mathieu said the borough is
“not afraid of voters; it’s afraid of the
employees...All of the things you
mentioned (like cuts in senior ser-
vices) are being sacrificed at the altar
of $800,000 for [active and retired]
employee healthcare.” He said two-
thirds of the $7-million budget is
made up of costs for employees, their
healthcare and pensions.

About one-third of the budget, $1.9
million, is designated for the police
department. Salaries and wages of
the 16-person department total $1.8
million, and $95,000 is appropriated
for miscellaneous items. Another
$600,000 is earmarked for the
borough’s department of public
works.

“Everything is being fed into sala-
ries, workers’ compensation and
healthcare costs,” he said, “[and the
rest] is being cannibalized.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
wanted to know the surpluses the
borough ran in previous years. The
borough, for the last five years, has
kept surpluses of between $500,000
and $750,000. Knowing those fig-
ures, he said, “We can’t run it to zero
and have nothing left for the people.”

Mr. Mathieu retorted by saying that
“no matter how big the surplus is, it is
never big enough...In those years, we
still always raised taxes. The surplus
insulates the council from making
the tough decisions.”

Residents Air Frustrations
Regarding GW Field Project

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A heated back-and-
forth discussion ensued at the March
8 borough council meeting when frus-
trated residents once more brought
up the topic of the borough’s athletic
field project.

The discussion began when
Garwood resident Richard King
asked Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
why three members of the commit-
tee for the athletic field were re-
cently let go.

“I don’t understand why you would
dismiss three members that are in-
volved in the Little League and have
insight to what the project needs,”
Mr. King stated.

The mayor explained that she felt
the three individuals had performed
their duties and that their services no
longer were necessary. “I have Coun-
cilman (Keith) Sluka on the commit-
tee now, and I felt we needed a new
set of eyes,” the mayor said.

“The architects will remain the
same, but I felt the project at hand
was too expensive and there were
questions by the planning board on
the makeup of the athletic building
and how to cut costs,” she added.

The mayor announced that there
were four new residents on the board
who she has selected who will help
come up with a new building plan
that will cost less.

Garwood resident Jeff Sylvester
questioned why the current and past
Little League presidents were dis-
missed when they were so involved
in the project thus far and almost to
the finish line.

“These are the people who volun-
teered their time because of their
passion for this project, and you let
them go for four new members who
lack the experience and knowledge
that the people you let go of had,” Mr.
Sylvester said.

The mayor reiterated that she felt
their job was done and that the project
was not completely funded.

The current Little League presi-
dent, Scott Kessler, voiced his con-
cerns over the mayor’s recent ap-
pointment of a young woman to the
committee and the reason for it.

“I find it interesting that you would
replace me, the Little League presi-
dent, with a long-time ‘friend’ of yours
in a position that would look good on
her résumé,” Mr. Kessler said.

The mayor explained that this indi-
vidual was a former educator who was
interested in sports. Mr. Kessler was
concerned that the mayor was removing
the wrong people from the committee.

The governing body was asked how
long the grant for the athletic field
was available to the borough to which
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said that there was no expi-
ration date on the grant.

Garwood resident Tom Englese
expressed the importance for the ur-
gency in this project. “I would have
spent that grant last week. With our
current Governor, who knows, he
could take it back at any time. We
need to move fast and use this grant,”
Mr. Englese said.

Mr. Sluka explained that the archi-
tects would look at ways to tweak
costs, hopefully in the next four
weeks, and said that, “the position of
the new girl was created to take some
of the burden off of [Ms. Ariemma.]”

Concering the project, the mayor
said she felt it was time to replace the
members who showed favoritism to
the athletic field with members who
would be more objective. “I don’t
need too many people on this commit-
tee, but just a workable group to get to
the bid,” the mayor said.

Mr. Sylvester responded to the
mayor, saying, “My objection is that
there is no longer any representation
from the baseball league anymore
because you have obliviated the mem-
bers who have dedicated their lives
and time to baseball and athletics.”

“All I can say is that my decisions
on the committee stand,” Mayor
Quattrocchi said.

Man, 22, Is Arrested
In Cranford Murder
CRANFORD – The Union

County Prosecutor’s Homicide Task
Force on Monday arrested and
charged William Parisio, 22, of
Cranford with the Sunday homi-
cide of Pamela Schmidt, 22, of
Warren.

Parisio, who was being held at
the Union County jail on $400,000
bail, will make his first court ap-
pearance in the coming days, ac-
cording to a prosecutor’s office
spokesman.

The arrest was a result of a joint
investigation by the Prosecutor’s
Office Homicide Task Force and
the Cranford Police Department,
said county Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

Police were called to a residence
on Greaves Place in Cranford
shortly after noon on Sunday, where
they said they discovered the vic-
tim unresponsive in a basement
room. She was later pronounced
dead at the scene, authorities said.

An autopsy by the county medi-
cal examiner determined that Ms.
Schmidt suffered traumatic inju-
ries and her death was ruled a homi-
cide, Mr. Romankow said.

The case remains an active inves-
tigation, but residents of Cranford
should not feel like they are in dan-
ger, as Mr. Romankow said the ho-
micide appears to be a tragic iso-
lated incident.
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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Westfield, NJ • For Sale by Owner

5BR, 3 1/2 Bath Stately Colonial • $899,000

Stunning landscape on .78 acres, totally updated and renovated 5
bedroom colonial, 1st floor master bedroom suite with over 750 s.f.
of luxury, master bath w/jacuzzi tub, gas fireplace, 2 walk-in closets,
home office overlooking wooded backyard, gourmet eat-in kitchen,
granite countertops, stainless steel Bosch appliances, wine bar &
54 bottle wine cooler, 1st floor laundry/mudroom, full finished base-
ment, backyard 2-level hardwood deck w/outdoor jacuzzi, new 2-
zone heat-A/C, intercom/security system, 2-car attached garage,
blocks to award winning downtown & schools, NYC trains. Many
more extras, too numerous to mention.

Please contact us for private viewing

at 908-451-8366

 

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

 

SCOTCH PLAINS. $459,000.  Move-in ready  Colonial taste-
fully updated with newer air conditioning, newly renovated 
bath, sparkling hardwood floors, crown moldings, spacious 
living room, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, lower level 
family room with bath, covered porch, patio and fenced rear 
yard. Great cul-de-sac location near NYC buses and downtown 
Westfield. 3 beds, 2 baths. Web# 8254 Text LSR to 85377 


