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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Nick Kalafatis, a sophomore on the varsity swim team, is currently undefeated
in eight races this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Brandon Chan, freshman on the varsity bowling team who has had a tremendous
season so far, bowled a third game 204 last week, which resulted in another Cougar win.
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McCOY LED IN POINTS, REBOUNDS; MILLER LED IN 3-POINTERS,THEFTS, BLOCKS; GOELLER LED IN ASSISTS

Lady Cougars Finished 22-6, Advanced to Sectional Finals
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year after winning its first
sectional title since 1973, the Cranford
High School Lady Cougars basket-
ball team nearly repeated itself by
reaching the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 finals, falling short to West
Morris, 53-42.

Last year’s Lady Cougars defeated
the Somerville Pioneers, 46-34, for
the title and finished their season with
a 21-8 record. This season, the Lady
Cougars improved upon that record
and finished 22-6. Even better, all of
their starters will return next year.

Sophomore guard Jess McCoy had
an uncanny knack of getting under-
neath the basket at the right time and
led the Cougars in scoring with 322
points and in rebounds with 201.
McCoy hit 38-for-56 (67.9 percent)
from the free-throw line. She worked
in near-perfect coordination with jun-
ior forward Morgan Miller and dished
out 68 assists, while creating 68 steals

and making 51 blocks.
“Jess was a true scoring and hustle

leader for us on the floor. If there was
a loose ball, Jess was on the floor after
it. In tough game situations, I was
confident with the ball in her hands.
As only a sophomore, she played with
more experience and confidence then
most veteran players,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Miller sparked fear in the eyes of
opponents when she hovered around
the perimeter. She bucketed 300
points and nailed a team-leading 37
3-pointers. She was 37-for-54 (68.5
percent) from the charity line. If she
was covered too tightly, she would
simply pass off to an open teammate,
predominantly McCoy or sophomore
guard Jenna Goeller. That vision
earned her 86 assists.

Miller pulled 145 rebounds (sec-
ond on the team), but she really could
be described as a “hands-on” player,
because she led the team in thefts
with 77 steals and in blocks with 69.

“Like Jess, Morgan was a big scorer.
She caused a major threat for any
opponent, because she was such a

versatile scorer from 3-point [range],
inside the arch, driving to the basket
or posting up. She was the oldest
person, most times, on the floor and
was a great leader to the younger
girls. Her confidence and winning
attitude rubbed off on the entire team,”
Coach Dyer said.

Goeller’s vision was better than
20-20 also. She dished out a team-
leading 107 assists, while adding 38
steals and five blocks. Goeller, who
had 65 rebounds, also had a good eye
from 3-point range, sinking 13 and
finishing with 129 points. She hit 38
of 65 free throws for 58.5 percent.

“Jenna was by far our best de-
fender. She had the challenge each
game to shut down our opponent’s
best player, and she did a phenom-
enal job of doing it. When she wasn’t
setting our team up in our offenses,
she was a great 3-point shooter and as
well as a threat driving to the basket,”
Coach Dyer said.

Sophomore forward Kate
McGovern displayed her toughness
under the boards and grabbed 83 re-
bounds, while snatching 31 steals

and making 27 blocks. McGovern
also rolled in 113 points and hit 25 of
37 free throws for 67.6 percent.

“Kaitlyn was out biggest threat in
the paint. Her up-and-under moves
and short jump shots were very hard
to defend. She was also a great
rebounder for us,” Coach Dyer said.

Freshman guard Mairead McKeary
displayed more and more moxie on
the court as the season progressed
and finished with 114 points, 69 re-
bounds, 25 assists, 15 steals and three
blocks.

“Mairead was the spark we needed
on the floor. She never backed down
and gave 110 percent each day in
practice and especially in games. Be-
ing a freshman you can sometimes be
intimidated by the more experienced
players, but that was not the case for
Mairead. She never backed down,
played hard and with confidence. She
brought hustle and energy to every
possession,” Coach Dyer pointed out.

Senior Sara Gugliucci came off the
bench and proved to be deadly from
3-point range. She sank 12 3-pointers
and totaled 105 points, while adding

59 rebounds, 19 assists and 19 steals.
“Sara was the player that gave the

most heart when in the game. She
worked hard at shutting down our
opponents, as well as knocking down
the three [pointer] when we needed
it,” said Coach Dyer.

Freshman forward Carly Maucione
also got into the action and scored
107 points, while grabbing 59 re-
bounds and adding 10 assists, 10 steals
and 17 blocks.

“Carly was a great scorer and shot
blocker off the bench. When we
needed a little pick-me-up, Carly was
the one to do it for us,” commented
Coach Dyer.

Senior Brie Capece contributed 11
points, including three 3-pointers, and
added 10 rebounds, five assists, seven
steals and a blocked shot. Senior
Jackie Monteagudo had six points,
20 rebounds, four assists, two steals
and three blocks.

With the entire starting five and
several strong, bench players return-
ing, the Lady Cougars could be ex-
pected to be a major force in Union
County and sectional play.

12-17 (L) Cranford 38, Oak Knoll 43
12-18 (W) Cranford 48, Hudson Catho-
lic 7
12-21 (L) Cranford 36, New Prov 52
12-28 (W) Cranford 45, Livingston 21
12-30 (W) Cranford 34, West Orange 31
01-04 (W) Cranford 39, Johnson 23
01-06 (W) Cranford 33 Union Catholic 16
01-11 (W) Cranford 40, Holmdel 39
01-14 (W) Cranford 45, Linden 37
01-18 (W) Cranford 46, Brearley 25
01-20 (L) Cranford 21, GL 29
01-22 (W) Cranford 53, Elizabeth 18
01-25 (W) Cranford 52, Oak Knoll 48
01-28 (W) Cranford 43, Johnson 31
01-31 (W) Cranford 43, Union Catholic 38
02-01 (L) Cranford 39, New Providence 43
02-03 (W) Cranford 55, Hillside 44
02-04 (W) Cranford 37, GL 29
02-08 (W) Cranford 33, Elizabeth 16
02-12 (W) Cranford 37, River Dell 34
02-15 (W) Cranford 57, Hillside 33
02-18 (W) Cranford 46, Scotch Plains 32
02-20 (L) Cranford 42, Dayton 43
02-25 (W) Cranford 53, Metuchen 37
03-01 (W) Cranford 43, Mendham 31
03-03 (W) Cranford 64, Millburn 34
03-05 (W) Cranford 53, Chatham 49
03-07 (L) Cranford 42, West Morris 53

Probitas Verus Honos

This story is also in the
printed portion of The
Westfield Leader

*****

David B. Corbin (February 3 edition) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINALLY FINDING SUCCESS INSIDE…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, with assists from teammate Morgan Miller, found
success getting to the basket in the fourth quarter against the ALJ Crusaders in Clark on January 28.

David B. Corbin (January 14 game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY BUSY HANDS ON DEFENSE…Cranford Cougar guard Jenna Goeller, No 4, played very stubborn defense against
the Linden Tigers and had four steals in a 45-37 victory. Goeller led the team with six assists and added six points.


