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Lady Raider Cagers Qualified
For Sectionals, Finished 15-12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Christian Barber’s victory in the
152-pound state wrestling final came
around 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 6.
Within minutes a text message came
across my cell phone from Bruce
Moran (WHS, ’76) announcing the
historic feat. Not five minutes later
the cell phone rang and this time it
was Bill Jordan – father of Chris and
Paul, two of WHS’s all-time best wres-
tlers – making sure I’d heard the news.
He added that he’d just received a
phone call from fellow Hall of Fame
trustee Bill Monninger out in Utah
saying he’d watched the match online
and wanted to make sure Jordan knew.
He knew, of course, because his son
Paul was in Atlantic City watching
Barber live and had called.

(Meanwhile, uberwrestling fan and
faithful reader Jeff from Pittstown was
screaming at his computer because he
couldn’t make it work in time to watch
the Barber match online!)

Such was the power of the moment
when Barber capped a 41-1 senior
year with WHS’s first state champi-
onship since Chuck Cosenza knocked
off Madison Township’s Kevin Smith
in the 1976 state 148-pound final.

Cosenza was WHS’s 11th state
champion between 1960 and ’76. At
the time it was more a question of who
would be the next state champ, not if
there would ever be another one. Dave
Tinnesz (1977), John Iglar (1978), Phil
Gottlick (1980 and 1981), and Cory
Posey (1995) all reached the final, only
to come up short. Earlier WHS
runnersup included Dave Wight (1965),
Tim Gordeuk (1967), Kurt Stiefken
(1971), and Jerry Gottlick (1976).

Barber’s 41 wins broke the school
one-season record of 33 set by Chris
Jordan, and his 110 career wins is
second only to Posey’s 118. And the
senior didn’t back into the title, notch-
ing four wins over the state runner-up
and two over the third-place finisher.
He is in the mold of 1970 winner
Frank Jackson, or guys like Skip
Meiklejohn, Tom Jackson, Joe Bir-
mingham . . . not a pinning machine,
but a winning machine, or what some
would call “technicians.”

Barber’s final victory came 51 years
and one day after Dennis Powers be-
came the school’s first champion on
March 5, 1960. Powers, who went 18-
0 at 130 that year, lived on the edge
during the tournament. He nipped
Union’s Pat Catino, 2-1, in the district
final, then at states (there were no

regions in 1960) he topped Paulsboro’s
Bob Samuels on an overtime referee’s
decision, edged North Hunterdon’s
Marty McCormack, 1-0, in overtime,
and then beat Newton’s Rich Wilson,
3-2, in the final.

Barber, who allowed just seven
points in five matches in A.C., fol-
lowed a similar path, winning 3-1 in
overtime in the district final, and then
2-1, 4-3 in overtime and 3-2 in over-
time in his last three state matches.

“Christian put in the work and he
earned it,” coach Glen Kurz said. “This
is a great moment for Westfield wres-
tling and for Christian. Now I need to
schedule an appointment with a cardi-
ologist.”

HAVING A BALL
Loren Ball had some big shoes to

fill at the state Individual Swimming
Championships. The talented junior
had to replace senior Becky
DeLaFuente, one of the best female
swimmers in school history, on the
200 and 400 freestyle relays.

How’d that work out? Well, Ball
joined senior Meg Kaveney and fresh-
men Caroline Baldwin and Sarah
Cronin to swim a 1:38.25, and set a
school record! Her split was a lifetime
best 24.61. A little while later, Ball
had a lifetime best 54.63 to help
Baldwin, Cronin and sophomore Ellie
Reinhardt clock a 3:35.54, the third
fastest time in school history.

Jack Lorentzen capped a super se-
nior season with a 1:01.62 in the 100
breaststroke. That’s the sixth-fastest
time in school history, just .22 of a
second behind 1968 Olympian Dave
Perkowski (’65).

TIES THAT BIND
There was a contingent from the

Olde Town in the stands on Feb. 12
rooting for the Hotchkiss School of
Lakeville, Conn., when it took on St.
Anthony of Jersey City in the Prime-
Time Shootout at Kean University.

Among the onlookers were Kerry
McDevitt (WHS, ’81), his junior high
school coach and current Roosevelt
Intermediate School Principal Stew
Carey, and WHS Hall of Famer Boo
Bowers (’77). They were checking
the talented athletes involved in the
games, but they were also there to
support Charlie Frankenbach (’81),
an assistant coach at Hotchkiss.

St. Anthony won the game 74-63,
but only led by four points with four
minutes to go.

Frankenbach, who was the head

coach at Hotchkiss for 15 years before
stepping down and becoming the as-
sistant in 2006-2007, is the son of
Charles Frankenbach (’45), one of the
outstanding pitchers in WHS history
and also the center on the unbeaten
1944 football team. He later was the
center at Brown University, when its
quarterback was a guy named Joe
Paterno.

Young Charlie, along with Rick
Yawger, Jack Hall and co-captains
McDevitt and Eric Carter were the
starters on the 1981 WHS team that
went 14-10. That was the last WHS
boys basketball team to win two state
tournament games – beating Irvington
and Elizabeth before falling to New-
ark Shabazz. Amazingly, all three of
those games were at home.

“We were 10-3 at the cutoff,”
McDevitt said. “Then we hit the meat
of our schedule and we finished 14-
10. But all three of our state games
were at home that year.”

Frankenbach, Yawger and McDevitt
all averaged double figures, and Carter
was at 9.5.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, April 23, is the day the

varsity baseball field behind Edison
Intermediate School will be dedicated
to the late Bob Brewster, Sr. If you
weren’t touched in some positive way
by the man or his son, veteran WHS
baseball coach Bob Brewster Jr., then
you probably didn’t grow up in
Westfield. The ceremony will start at
10:30 a.m. prior to a game against
Union City.

SHOPRITE (C)UPDATE
Defending champion Westfield is

in third place in the ShopRite Cup
Group 4 competition after the fall
season. The Blue Devils scored 23
points, and trail Hunterdon Central
(30) and Livingston (24). WHS got
points this winter from the girls swim
team and the ice hockey team.

And of course this spring, WHS
will be looking for sectional titles (at
the least) in baseball, tennis, golf and
track, along with boys and girls la-
crosse. This 2010-2011 competition
could go down to the end of May.

IN PASSING
Talk about a tough couple of weeks

. . . Ollie Matson, the best NFL run-
ning back of the ‘50s and ‘60s who
wasn’t named Jim Brown; Duke
Snider, the great Brooklyn Dodger
slugger; actress Jane (Hubba Hubba)
Russell; Robert Culp, who teamed

with Bill Cosby on the “I Spy” TV
series in the ’60s, and former Plainfield
athletic director Ben Maggio.

And let’s not forget Suze Rotolo.
She was Bob Dylan’s girlfriend at the
time and is shown walking down a
Greenwich Village street with him on
the cover of his tremendous 1963 al-
bum “The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan,”
which contained awesome songs like
Blowin’ in the Wind, Girl from the
North Country, Masters of War, A
Hard Rain’s a Gonna Fall, and Don’t
Think Twice It’s All Right.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This week it’s the top five football

fields, ambiance-wise, that WHS
played on from 1960-2010. While
there were some great memories at
games at all the Union County fields,
none of them have that je ne sais quoi
of the following fields:

5. (tie) Caven Point, Jersey City.
When you can look out into the Upper
Newark Bay and see the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island, it’s kinda cool.

5. (tie) Singley Field, North
Hunterdon. Just a beautiful setting to
watch a game, down in a bowl, in the
middle of nowhere . . . and spicy
brown mustard for the hot dogs!

4. Woodman Field, Montclair. Not
so much for the field itself as much as
WHS’s unbelievable string of classic
games there, starting in 1969 and end-
ing in 1981: 24-0, 7-6, 15-20, 0-14,
35-0, 3-7, 14-6.

3. Kardinal Field, Kearny. The
games usually weren’t very close, but
the view of the New York skyline from
the home side is breathtaking. And a
decent refreshment stand, too.

2. Maloney Stadium, Phillipsburg.
This really is the top field in the state,
but WHS only played there one time.
Still, you can’t beat the food, the ven-
dors, the cars racing by on Route 22 .
. . and, most important, the fact that
only the football team ever uses the
football field.

1. The Nutley Oval. Memories of
just the 1973 game alone – a 0-0 tie
between the state’s Nos. 1 and 2 teams
– make this No. 1. Imagine 15,000
fans, some of them watching from the
rooftops across North Franklin Street.
WHS’s late goal-line stand, the last-
minute drive and field goal try, the
bodies falling from the hard hits. Is
this game available on DVD some-
where? From 1969-1971-1973-1975,
points were at a premium when WHS
played at the Oval – 7-6, 7-0, 0-0, 9-0
– as WHS went 3-0-1 and outscored
the Maroons by a grand total of 23-6!

(Next time: the five best movies of
1939, Hollywood’s greatest year ever.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Shrimpfest

Only $14.99

Join us for

Salad Bar Lunch Combo

Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake 
Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 
cent.  Redeemable for one Salad Bar Lunch Combo for 
$7.99.

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY 11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Your food purchase of $20 or more
Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined 
with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  
Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

Through April 10

Salad Bar Lunch Combo

Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake 
Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 
cent.  Redeemable for one Salad Bar Lunch Combo for 
$7.99.

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY 11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Your food purchase of $20 or more
Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined 
with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  
Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

they lost to top-seeded Roselle Catho-
lic, the eventual UCT champions.
Peterson had 26 points and 22 re-
bounds in the victory over the
Hilltoppers, and Klotz sank 18 points.

In their first sectional game, the
Raiders humbled Newark West Side,
61-57. Klotz bucketed 16 points, and
Peterson scored 14 points and grabbed
18 rebounds, while Sebolao sank 14
points, including four 3-pointers.

Of the returning Raiders, Sebolao,
was the most dangerous from the
perimeter, averaging 30 percent from
3-point range. She averaged 9.8 points
per game for a 255 total and 3.8
rebounds per game for a total of 100.

Senior guard Rebecca Kreyer
played strong defense, and sopho-
more forward Renee Oliver was an
added presence under the boards.
Sophomore Tara Sweeney demon-
strated her scoring ability when she
had back-to-back double-digit scor-
ing games against Roselle and Sum-

mit, respectively.
The Raiders enjoyed the luxury of

three talented freshmen, Katie Harper,
Alyssa Riporti and Madison Maisel.
Harper, a guard, became quite a hands-
on player. Nearly every time she got
on the court, she managed to get her
hands on the ball when playing de-
fense. Offensively, when she brought
the ball down court, she liked to drive
to the basket either to draw fouls or to
pass off to an open teammate for an
easy basket. Forward Riporti and
Maisel, a guard, added strong defen-
sive skills.

“I’m happy for our success this year.
I am hoping that our young team will
take the experience they have gotten
and work even harder next year. Once
again next year, we will only have one
senior, so we are hoping to have an-
other successful year with a team that
will be returning a lot of players. I’m
looking forward to the Lady Raiders’
future,” Coach Ryan said.

History-Making Barber
Survived Close Shaves

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCAL FLAVOR IN BIG EAST…Ashton Gibbs of Scotch Plains, playing for the
University of Pittsburgh, dribbles down court in a Big East game against ninth-
seeded UConn. The Huskies burned the top-seeded Panthers at the buzzer.


