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PETERSON LED IN RBS, SCORING; KLOTZ 1ST ASSTS

Lady Raider Cagers Qualified
For Sectionals, Finished 15-12

R. HESS LED IN SCORING, GREENSPAN IN REBOUNDS

Blue Devil B’ball Boys Made
States, Won Rahway Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Won/loss record in non-conference
games showed just how tough of a
conference the Westfield High School
boys basketball team had to compete
in year-in and year-out.

This season, the Blue Devil boys
finished with a 12-12 overall record
despite having to face top-20 teams
Linden and Plainfield twice and na-
tionally ranked St. Patrick’s twice,
along with Union twice. The Blue

Devils finished 9-4 in non-confer-
ence play. Additionally, over the past
11 years, the Blue Devils savored a
29-3 at home record with non-con-
ference teams and had an overall 70-
29 record.

The Blue Devils started their sea-
son on the right foot, winning the
John “Butch” Kowal Rahway Tour-
nament for the fourth time in six
years with a 49-36 victory over
Watchung Hills in the championship
game. In that game with the Warriors,
senior forward Ryan Hess banged a
crucial 3-pointer, which ignited a 13-
0 fourth-quarter, scoring run.

The Blue Devils also defeated
Elizabeth twice and managed to hold
Rahway and Roselle Catholic to un-
der 30 points in two of their victories.
In the North Jersey, Group 4, Section
2 playoffs, the Blue Devils dropped a
52-43 decision to the Piscataway
Chiefs, who had a 21-7 record at the
time.

Ryan Hess, who saw varsity action
all four of his years, led the team in
scoring with 331 points (13.8 points
per game [ppg]). He led the team in
free-throw percentage at 78 percent
(86-for-110) and field goal percent-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Aysia Peterson, a forward,
and guard Evie Klotz stayed injury
free all season, and it paid off as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team won two games
in the Union County Tournament,
qualified for the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 Tournament and finished
with a 15-12 record.

Peterson, who spent the second
half of last year on the injury list,
became one of the most effective
players in the county under the boards
this season and averaged 12.9 re-

bounds per game (349), a large por-
tion under the offensive boards.
Peterson, who had 39 assists, also led
the Raiders in scoring with 314 points
(11.6 points per game.), which in-
cluded a season-high 28 points.

Klotz was a two-fold danger to
opponents offensively. She had the
ability to find the open teammate,
either Peterson under the boards or
sophomore guard Taylor Sebolao on
the perimeter, which led to a team-
leading 2.3 assists per game (63). If
not guarded closely, she would bang
in the points from the outside to aver-
age nine points per game (240 points).

“Aysia and Evie will truly be
missed. They have shown persever-
ance and growth throughout the two
years that I had the privilege of coach-
ing them,” Raider Head Coach Jenni-
fer Ryan said.

Shortly after being stunned, 41-39,
by Westfield on Danielle Miller’s 3-
pointer with :04 on the clock, the
Raiders defeated Westfield, 37-21, in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament (UCT). Peterson ruled
the boards with 17 rebounds. Next,
the Raiders stopped Summit, 61-57,
to advance to the quarterfinals where

David B. Corbin (from previous files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A WARRIOR…Blue Devils Joe Greenspan, left, and Scott Toresco, No. 44, put the pinch on
Watchung Hills Warrior Brandon Spiller for possession of the ball at the John “Butch” Kowal title game in Rahway on
December 30. Westfield defeated Watchung Hills, 49-36, for the title.

WESTFIELD PAL FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING TRYOUTS

Calling all girls entering 5th – 8th grade in Fall 2011!!
Cheer at the Sunday home football games this Fall at Kehler Stadium!

Tryouts for open spots: Wednesday, March 30th 7pm at Edison cafeteria

Practices @ Surgent’s Wednesdays 7:30-9 (May 4-June 22)
Senior Squad Cheer Camp 6/27-7/1 ~3-7pm @ Surgents (7th/8th Grade)
Junior Squad Cheer Camp 7/11-7/15~ 3-7pm @ Surgents (5th/6th Grade)

Contact Michelle DiFilippo in advance @ mdifi@aol.com or 789-1282
for registration form with detailed information and applicable fees.

LANDEKA LED IN SCORING, BOARDS, STEALS, ASSTS

Lady Blue Devils Struggled
With Scoring, Finished 3-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Valiant efforts were given, but the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team’s biggest problem this year
was putting the ball in the net. That
shortcoming resulted in a 3-18 record.

“We had some difficult times. Our
girls always fought hard. They fought
on defense. Our biggest problem was
being able to score points,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

Despite the sparseness in wins, the
Blue Devils made their season when
senior guard Danielle Miller sank a
3-pointer from the left side with four
seconds remaining to stun a strong
Scotch Plains-Fanwood team, 41-39,
on January 29.

“The first time we played Scotch
Plains, I think they beat us by 18 at
their place. It was a big victory for
our girls. They went out and played
very hard. Whenever Westfield and
Scotch Plains play each other, the
kids know each other from soccer
and stuff, so it’s always going to be a
hard-fought game,” Coach Marino
said.

With reference to Miller’s 3-pointer
against the Raiders, it was a case of
lightning striking twice.

“It definitely was! The funny thing

is that’s the same spot her sister [Erin]
hit it from a couple of years ago
against Scotch Plains,” Coach Marino
pointed out. “We were hoping off of
that victory that we were going to be
able to keep rolling, keep it positive.”

Miller finished with 79 points, in-
cluding seven 3-pointers, and added
64 rebounds, 27 assists and 21 steals.

“Danielle would set the table. She
was not a selfish player. She always
looked to give the ball off to some-
one. When it came time for her to
make a basket under pressure, she
would make it happen,” Coach
Marino said.

Senior Martina Landeka led the
team in nearly every category. She
scored 184 points, including 15 3-
pointers, and sank 21-for-30 (70 per-
cent) from the free throw line. She
also had 101 rebounds, 22 steals and
35 assists.

“Martina, in the beginning, was a
little nervous. She started to come
along throughout the season. She
started to get her confidence. Before
the end of the season, she started
hitting some threes. Even though she
wasn’t a captain, she became a good
role model for the younger girls,”
Coach Marino said.

Senior forward Char Lorentzen

made her presence known under the
boards and pulled 92 rebounds and
led the team with 11 blocks, while
adding 19 assists, 15 steals and 52
points.

“Char gave us a rebounding advan-
tage inside, because she was a hard-
nosed kid. She was a good leader and
captain,” Coach Marino said.

Senior Krista Embrett also battled
hard under the net and finished with
75 rebounds, 14 steals and two blocks,
while contributing 39 points and six
assists.

“Krista’s strength was rebounding
and playing tenacious defense in-
side. She was a scrappy girl,” com-

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from 

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from 

$1,775/month

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

 

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

 

SCOTCH PLAINS. $459,000.  Move-in ready  Colonial taste-
fully updated with newer air conditioning, newly renovated 
bath, sparkling hardwood floors, crown moldings, spacious 
living room, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, lower level 
family room with bath, covered porch, patio and fenced rear 
yard. Great cul-de-sac location near NYC buses and downtown 
Westfield. 3 beds, 2 baths. Web# 8254 Text LSR to 85377 
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (January 29 game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECURING THE REBOUND…Raider forward Aysia Peterson makes sure that she keeps the ball far away from Blue Devil
Krista Embrett, No. 23. Peterson finished with seven rebounds, while Embrett finished with eight rebounds.


