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POLICE BLOTTER– Obituaries –
George Pusack, 90, Mobil Oil Executive;
Enjoyed Serving His Church and Travel
George Williams Pusack, 90, of

Davidson, N.C. died on Saturday,
February 26, 2011, at The Pines in
Davidson.

He was born on Sep-
tember 26, 1920 in De-
troit, Mich. to the late
George Frederick
Pusack and Winifred
Williams Pusack.

Mr. Pusack worked
as an executive with
Mobil Oil Corporation
in New York City. In
1973, he moved with
his wife, Marian, to
London, England.
They relocated to Melbourne, Aus-
tralia in 1980, living there for a
period of five years before retiring
to the Charlotte, N.C. area – first
in River Hills, Clover, S.C. and
then Davidson, N.C. Throughout
this period, he continued his dedi-
cated service to the Episcopal
Church, most recently to St.
Alban’s in Davidson, and he espe-
cially loved his many opportuni-
ties for travel throughout the world.

Surviving are his daughter, Ann
Wilt, and her husband, Nelson, of
O’Fallon, Ill.; his son, William

John Pusack, and his
wife, Priscilla,  of
Norwalk, Conn., and his
grandchildren, Timothy,
Anna and Elizabeth
Pusack.

He was predeceased by
his wife, Marian Preston
Pusack; his son, James
Preston Pusack; his
brother,  David John
Pusack, and his grand-
son, First Lieutenant
John Nelson Wilt.

Memorial services and interment
took place on Sunday, March 13,
at St. Alban’s Church in Davidson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to St. Alban’s Epis-
copal Church, P.O. Box 970,
Davidson, N.C. 28036.

Arrangements were by the
Raymer Funeral Home of
Huntersville,  N.C.,
www.raymerfuneralhome.org.
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Helen Rocco, 88, N.J. Bell Operator;
Loving Wife, Mother and Grandmother
Helen Nowak Rocco, 88, passed

into eternal peace on Friday, March
11, 2011, at Ocean Medical Center
in Brick, N.J.

She was born on May 25, 1922
in Brooklyn, N.Y. to Frank and
Sophia Nowak. Helen lived her life
and raised her family in Scotch
Plains until moving to Brick, where
she resided for the past 10 years.

She was employed by New Jer-
sey Bell as a telephone operator
for 38 years. Her greatest joy was
being a wife and mother, which
she did with her own special touch
of love and devotion.

Helen was a communicant of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
and then the Church of Saint
Martha in Point Pleasant. The way
she lived her life was a true ex-
ample of faith and inspiration. She
cherished her husband and family
and she touched the lives of many
through the years.

Helen was predeceased by her
loving husband of 57 years,
Carmen J. Rocco, in 2003; her
grandson, Michael Patrick Dwyer,
in 2009, and her brothers, Edward

J. and Francis Nowak.
She leaves behind her devoted

and grateful children, Constance
Beck and her husband, Rod, Tho-
mas Rocco and his wife, Karen,
and Joseph Rocco and his wife,
Chris; her very special grandchil-
dren, Joanne Dwyer and Carmen,
Julian, Alyse, Matthew and Emma
Rocco; her friend and compassion-
ate caregiver, Adrianna, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews who added
to the happiness of her life with
their attention and love. She was
the heart of our family.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, March 16, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Fu-
neral Mass followed at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Church.
Interment took place at Hillside
Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation would be appreciated.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Alfred M. McEwen, 85, Local Florist;
Active In Masons, Rotary and VFW

Alfred Melville “Al” McEwen,
85, of Mt. Dora, Fla. completed his
journey through this life on Sun-
day, February 27, 2011, following a
long battle with PSP (Progressive
Supranuclear Palsy).

Al was born August 8, 1925 in the
Town of Westfield, N.J. to the late
James and Sylvia (Sharman)
McEwen. He was raised in
Westfield, and after the outbreak of
World War II, at the age of 17 and
with his parents’ permission he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy and served
aboard the USS Smith in the South
Pacific.

After the war, Al returned to
Westfield to work in the family busi-
ness, “McEwen Flowers,” eventu-
ally being the sole proprietor until
his retirement in 1985. His success
in business can be directly attrib-
uted to his work ethic and his natu-
ral ability to socialize with people.
During his career he lived in the
Borough of Fanwood, where he
raised his family of six children. He
loved the outdoors and spent sum-
mers in the mountains and on fam-
ily camping trips.

After his retirement he spent his
time between the Adirondacks, Nor-
way, Maine and Mt. Dora, Fla. Al
was a past officer with FTD (Flo-

rists Transworld Delivery), a former
Mason, a past president of the
Westfield Rotary Club and a life-
time member of the VFW.

Al is survived by his wife of 12
years, Marilyn (Sam) McEwen; his
former wife, Lois Young McEwen,
and their six children, daughter Judy
and her husband, Fred Brown, son
James McEwen and his wife, Sharol
Bailey, daughter Jill and her hus-
band, Kevin Farquhar, daughter
Joanne and her husband, Mark
Lawrie, daughter Janet Diamond
and son Jeffrey McEwen; his nine
grandchildren, and his brother, John
(Jack) McEwen.

A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, March 26, 2011, at 10
a.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue.
Interment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery, 1100 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made towards research of Pro-
gressive Supranuclear Palsy and
sent to: CurePSP, 30 E. Padonia
Road, Suite 201, Timonium, Md.
21093, or visit PSP.org.

Local arrangements are by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11000946
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-2656-09
Plaintiff: INVESTORS SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: DREJAJ RESIDENTIAL DEVEL-

OPMENT LLC
Sale Date: 04/06/2011
Writ of Execution: 04/30/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sixty
Five Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty Six and 66/
100*** $665,866.66.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey

Commonly known as: 193 Terrill Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No.: 2 on Block: 1
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 130 x 109
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien infor: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able. You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Fifteen Thou-
sand Six Hundred Fifty and 10/100***
$715,650.10 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-148437
4 T - 3/10, 3/17, 3/24
& 3/31/11 Fee: $171.36
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Ralph Jones, 78, Was Director of PR;
Had Served as Westfield Historian

Ralph Howard Jones, 78, of
Stewartsville, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, died on Sunday, March
13, 2011.

Born September 6, 1932 to
Frederick E. Jones and Helen
Edmands Jones in Plainfield, N.J.,
Ralph attended Westfield schools in-
cluding Lincoln School, Roosevelt
Junior High School and Westfield
High School, gradu-
ating in 1950, where
he was a member of
the National Honor
Society, co-editor of
the Hi’s Eye, trea-
surer of his class
track team and
played on the B
squad football team.

Upon graduation,
Ralph entered
Muhlenberg Col-
lege in Allentown,
Pa., where he joined
the ATO fraternity
and was on the track
team. He transferred
to Indiana Univer-
sity and graduated with an AB degree
in history, government and econom-
ics in 1958, after joining the Air Force
in 1952, where he completed aircraft
observer school as a radar bombar-
dier and eventually became a second
lieutenant during the latter part of the
Korean War.

In 1958, Ralph became a reporter
with the Courier News in Plainfield.
Beginning in 1961, he worked as a
public relations specialist for various
political candidates, as well as a con-
sultant in the water utility industry. In
August 1963, he married Westfield
native, the former Carol Kookogey,
and they purchased their first house in
Fanwood, N.J. A few years later, they
moved to Westfield, where they raised
their three children and lived for 27
years.

Ralph could always be found jog-
ging or running miles at a time through
various towns. He entered many chari-
table 5K races and even ran a half
marathon in Philadelphia. His love of
history, especially local history, was
quite evident, even while on family
vacations. He almost always found
the local library and cemetery of a
vacation spot to research that par-
ticular town. His younger daughter,
Cathy, at age 5, recalls riding around
in the car with her Dad while he
surveyed various architectural styles
in homes and then was able to recite
the various roof and home styles.

Ralph’s extensive career included
serving as Director of the Depart-
ment of Public Information and Press
Relations at the New York Stock Ex-
change, and he also held positions
with the Chicago firm of Beveridge,
Inc., New York, N.Y.; the Investment
Bankers’ Association in Washington,
D.C. and Carl Byoir Associates in
New York City. In 1974, Ralph be-
came Public Relations Director for
Millicent Fenwick, helping her run
successfully for Congress in New
Jersey’s 5th district. He then joined
the Home Insurance Company as As-
sociate Director of Public Relations,
and later became a vice-president
with Howard J. Rubenstein Associ-
ates. In 1981, Ralph joined the Squibb
Corporation in Princeton, N.J. as Di-
rector of Corporate Relations, where
he was a member of the American
Medical Writers Association.

Following his retirement, he started
up a consulting business and contin-
ued with this until the mid 1990s.

Ralph was active in many Westfield
community activities, including the
Y’s Men’s Club and the Westfield
Historical Society. His love of
Westfield and its history was the insti-
gation in 1987 to write weekly col-
umns for The Westfield Leader about
Westfield history. These popular col-
umns lasted until 1991. He served as
president of the Y’s Men’s Club; presi-
dent, trustee and a Lifetime Trustee of
the Westfield Historical Society; mem-
ber of the Westfield Historic Review
Commission; chairman of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission, which he helped to form, and
a member of the YMCA Board of
Directors. He was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,

where he served as a deacon.
Ralph served on the Board of Pres-

ervation, N.J. and was a N.J. Indiana
University Alumni Club president.

Among his many accomplishments
was writing and producing Our
Towne, a revue for the 1994 Bicen-
tennial, complete with a cast of play-
ers and crew, performing at Roosevelt
Junior High School to sold-out audi-

ences; he also wrote and
produced the revues
Meet Me Down at
Frutchey’s: Westfield in
the Jazz Age, Westfield
in the 1920’s, Westfield
Comes of Age and If
Houses Could Talk.
While in Westfield, he
was a frequent lecturer
on local history.

Ralph received the
President’s Award and
Trustees Award from
the Westfield Historical
Society. He also re-
ceived the Community
Service Award from the
Westfield Area Cham-

ber of Commerce. In the late 1980s,
he was appointed official Westfield
Historian by then Mayor Ron
Frigerio. In 1993, Ralph accepted the
job of curator of the historical
society’s archival collection. In 1994,
Ralph was the first non-school offi-
cial to deliver the Westfield High
School commencement address to the
graduating class. He received the
Faith in Westfield Award from the
Chamber of Commerce. He was hon-
ored for outstanding leadership in
historic preservation by the Union
County Advisory Board and Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
conjunction with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

In his later years, next to his wife,
daughters and grandchildren, whom
he loved so much, Ralph’s biggest
passion, dedication and love was vol-
unteering and working at the Archives
and Museum of the Westfield His-
torical Society. He spent many tire-
less hours organizing and cataloging
the many thousands of artifacts and
papers that continually come into the
building. He frequently gave tours of
the museum to schoolchildren. His
phone was always ringing with in-
quiries from people wanting to know
more about the history of their
Westfield home or acquisition. He
was a walking encyclopedia of infor-
mation, and if he didn’t know the
answer, he would look it up in the
Archives.

Ralph is survived by his loving
wife of 47 years, Carol (Kookogey),
and very special daughters, Cynthia
Gaffney and Catherine Marder. He
was predeceased by his son, Christo-
pher, and a brother, Frank. He was
“Grampy/Poppy” to four grandchil-
dren, Charlotte Clarke, Christie
Clarke, Caleigh Gaffney and Sam
Marder, and also is survived by broth-
ers Robert Jones (Gail) and Frederick
Jones, both of Port St. Lucie, Fla.,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 19, 2011, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue in Westfield. Pri-
vate interment will follow later in the
Revolutionary War Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
are welcomed either to the Reeve
History, Cultural and Resource Cen-
ter, P.O. Box 613, Westfield, N.J.
07091-0613, or to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 400 Morris Avenue,
Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 07834.
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Westfield
Monday, March 7, police arrested

two men pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad and Prospect
Streets. Italo Fernandes, 30, of Hill-
side was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant in the amount of
$200, while Lavan Wade, 40, of Eliza-
beth was arrested on seven Newark
warrants and three Elizabeth war-
rants, totaling $3,955 bail. Both men
were processed and released on their
own recognizance.

Monday, March 7, a resident of the
700 block of Clark Street reported
that someone unknown gained entry
to his unsecured motor vehicle and
stole a GPS unit worth approximately
$200 from the glove compartment.
The vehicle was parked in front of the
victim’s home at the time.

Wednesday, March 9, Akeem Noray,
20, of Westfield was arrested on war-
rants from Cranford, Seaside Heights
and Mountainside, with bail amounts
of $500, $1,000 and $400, respectively,
after being transported to Westfield
police headquarters from the Union
County jail. He was processed and
remanded to the Union County jail.

Thursday, March 10, a burglary in-
volving forcible entry was reported at a
residence on the 200 block of Sylvania
Place, during which an undetermined
amount of jewelry was stolen.

Saturday, March 12, Brandon Dietz,
19, of Westfield was arrested during a
traffic stop in the area of Carleton
Road and Ross Place and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 12, Eric R.
Courtney, 19, of Westfield was ar-
rested during a traffic stop on the 700
block of Central Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 7, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that he
received a call from his bank inform-
ing him that someone tried to open a
credit card in his name.

Monday, March 7, a resident of
Rose Street reported that, sometime
overnight, someone slashed a rear
tire on his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his residence.

Tuesday, March 8, Harold
Stephens, 27, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of fraudulent credit cards after police
received a call from the manager of a
Park Avenue bank stating that the
suspect was trying to cash a check
with a fraudulent document. After
further investigation, Stephens was
placed under arrest, transported to
police headquarters, processed and
then transported to the Union County
jail on a no-bail warrant.

Wednesday, March 9, a resident of
Woodland Terrace reported that she
received a call from her credit card
company stating that someone made
a $900 purchase without her authori-
zation.

Thursday, March 10, a resident of
Hill Road reported that she received
a call from her credit card company
informing her that someone made
$1,300 worth of purchases without
her authorization.

Thursday, March 10, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that someone
damaged the fence in her backyard.

Thursday, March 10, Malcolm
Pearson, 18, of Linden was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on a $150 outstanding war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 12, Carlos
Mercado, 44, of Dunellen was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on a $114 outstanding war-
rant issued by the Watchung Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, March 13, Anthony
Araneo, 18, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia after police responded
to Concord Road on a report of a
suspicious person. After an investi-
gation, Araneo was found to be in
possession of the paraphernalia, po-
lice said. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Garwood
Monday, March 7, Ryjon M. Burke,

37, of Westfield was arrested on two
counts of disorderly conduct and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) after a woman
flagged down an officer on routine
patrol. According to police, Burke
followed two females into a store on
Center Street and began to rub one of
the women’s shoulders as she waited
in line. The victim asked the check-
out person for assistance, and an
employee asked Bourke to leave the
store. Once outside, Bourke waited
for the women and followed them
after they left the store on foot and
began shouting obscenities at them,
police said. The victim was able to
flag down the officer, and Bourke
was placed under arrest, authorities
reported. A subsequent search of the
suspect revealed he was in posses-
sion of several small bags of sus-
pected marijuana, according to po-
lice. After being processed, he was
transported to the hospital for obser-

vation due to intoxication.
Friday, March 11, several residents

on various streets on the south side of
the borough reported that windows
on their motor vehicles were smashed
sometime over the weekend. Accord-
ing to police, nothing was reported
missing at this time, and the incidents
are believed to be random acts of
criminal mischief.

Saturday, March 12, Joseph
Papandrea and William Devitt, both
18, as well as three juveniles, all of
Cranford, were arrested and charged
with underage consumption of alco-
hol after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. They were transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court date.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 8, Derrick Sherin,

48, of Roselle was arrested on a no-
bail warrant out of Union County
Superior Court after police stopped a
motor vehicle in which he was a
passenger. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, March 8, Chet Patterson,
41, of Garwood was arrested on an
active Garwood warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 9, Claire
Valihard, 60, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 9, a resident of
the 300 block of North Avenue re-
ported that, sometime between Feb-
ruary 28 and March 2, someone re-
moved approximately $1,300 worth
of jewelry from her residence. Ac-
cording to police, the victim believes
a home health care employee was
responsible.

Thursday, March 10, Kimberly
Singleton, 35, of South Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Garwood
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, March 11, a contractor came
into police headquarters to report that
he completed work for another con-
tractor in Fanwood and that when he
attempted to cash the $3,800 check
given to him for payment, the bank
told him there was insufficient funds
and the check could not be cashed.

Friday, March 11, Chante Rokins,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active Woodbury warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Saturday, March 12, a resident of
the 100 block of Willoughby Road
reported that, sometime between
March 9 at 7 a.m. and March 12 at 7
p.m., someone forced open the back
door of his residence and removed an
undetermined amount of jewelry and
cash.

Sunday, March 13, Michael Tucker,
49, of Toms River was arrested and
charged with trespassing and an out-
standing warrant out of Wall after po-
lice responded to a report of a suspi-
cious person sleeping in a motor ve-
hicle on the 60 block of South Avenue.

According to police, Tucker told
police he was homeless and had per-
mission to sleep in the vehicle, which
did not belong to him. After checking
with the owner of the vehicle, it was
determined that Tucker did not have
permission to be in the vehicle. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Sunday, March 13, Harry Gray, Jr.,
69, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
active warrant out of Elizabeth after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Man, 22, Is Arrested
In Cranford Murder
CRANFORD – The Union County

Prosecutor’s Homicide Task Force
on Monday arrested and charged
William Parisio, 22, of Cranford with
the Sunday homicide of Pamela
Schmidt, 22, of Warren.

Parisio, who was being held at the
Union County jail on $400,000 bail,
will make his first court appearance
in the coming days, according to a
prosecutor’s office spokesman.

The arrest was a result of a joint
investigation by the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice Homicide Task Force and the
Cranford Police Department, said
county Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

Police were called to a residence
on Greaves Place in Cranford shortly
after noon on Sunday, where they
said they discovered the victim unre-
sponsive in a basement room. She
was later pronounced dead at the
scene, authorities said.

An autopsy by the county medical
examiner determined that Ms.
Schmidt suffered traumatic injuries
and her death was ruled a homicide,
Mr. Romankow said.

The case remains an active investi-
gation, but residents of Cranford
should not feel like they are in dan-
ger, as Mr. Romankow said the homi-
cide appears to be a tragic isolated
incident.


