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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

WF BOE Candidate Kurstedt Gives
Views on Issues Facing District

WF BOE Candidate Keith Hertell
 Requests Voter SupportLetters to the Editor

What’s your issue? Class size? School
budget? Overcrowding at Roosevelt?
Redistricting? Rising taxes yet a lower
district rating? Technology? Facilities?

As a candidate for the board of educa-
tion, all of these are my issues. As resi-
dents of Westfield, I am confident we can
use our collective resources and intelli-
gence to address these issues, while pro-
viding our children with the excellence in
schools they deserve. To do that, our
conversations must shift to put teaching
and learning at the center. We must ask
and address head-on the following ques-
tions: Are we innovative enough to uti-
lize the existing resources in our schools?
How are we ensuring that classroom in-
struction and the school environment are
meeting the needs of all children — chil-
dren with special needs, gifted children,
and children who thrive in the regular
classroom setting? And are we support-
ing our teachers with the right kind of
professional development and materials
so that they may meet our children’s
needs despite the ever-increasing chal-
lenges? When the conversation focuses
on teaching and learning, decisions about
class size, budgets, technology, and capi-
tal improvement are brought into per-
spective. It’s a collective conversation
that needs to involve us all.

Yes, class size should be smaller. But,
if we can’t afford another teacher, the

conversation needs to be about how we
can best support teachers so all students
have the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. The technology needs of our schools
vary greatly. But if we can’t afford new
computers, a shared vision [is necessary].
What do we want the technology to look
like and how do we want it to improve our
students’ learning? Then we can confi-
dently initiate partnerships with compa-
nies to support our districtwide technol-
ogy needs and vision.

These are the conversations I want to
have and the questions I will address head
on. And although the issues are big, seem-
ingly bigger than what goes on in the
classroom, each conversation needs to
begin with what is truly best for our
children. My professional background in
teaching, curriculum design, and admin-
istration makes me well poised to meet
these challenges. If elected, I will focus
the discussion around teaching, learning
and what are best practices for our schools
in this economy.

Please contact me at
KurstedtforSchoolBoard@gmail.com or
visit me on Facebook at “Rosanne
Kurstedt for the Westfield School Board”
for up-to-date information regarding my
campaign.

Rosanne Kurstedt
Westfield

There appears to be a paradigm shift in
our educational system, never seen be-
fore. On all levels — global, state and
local municipality. It is manifesting itself
in the form of a concentration and focus
on curriculum, finances and student be-
havior (also known as bullying). With
regards to curriculum, more and more
parents are examining the courses of-
fered and their own child’s performance,
as exhibited in state tests, SAT’s, profi-
ciency tests, etc.

Westfield is a college/university bound
community. With periodicals such as New
Jersey Monthly and other measuring tools
such as the District Factor Group (DRG)
reporting our results, vis-a-vis other
school districts, the costs per student lev-
els have recently arisen as a concern.

The attention to Special Needs Stu-
dents is expanding, and the mainstreaming
that that entails must continue at the
present high levels. While I believe most
would agree, that academics and athletics
are not mutually exclusive, there has been
a trend over the years to limit the amount
of student athletic participation. To wit,
the almost complete elimination of 8th
grade sports, newly installed student ac-
tivity fees, and a local Westfield organi-
zation paying for our assistant athletic
trainer.

Lastly, and admittedly the centerpiece
of our public school system, is our financ-
ing of the total package, our educational
product. Our district employees, from the
very important custodians, aides, secre-
taries, teachers, para-professionals and
administrators, the ones that deliver this
product (and, it is delivered on a very
professional level) all need to be com-
pensated on a fair basis, within a con-
structed budget, that allows for the reten-
tion of our professionals and doesn’t con-
tinue to crowd out other programs pres-
ently offered. There is not a community
in this country, that is not undergoing a
fiscal crisis or about to undergo a fiscal
crisis, and, it can easily be argued that our
schools should not suffer.

But to keep Westfield out of a fiscal
crisis, creative and innovative ideas/sug-
gestions/solutions must be introduced to
greatly limit the amount of property tax
increases: due to employees costs, insur-

ance costs and transportation costs. If
not, the alternative is the potential drastic
reduction of employees. We don’t need
to go in that direction.

Additionally, the very active PTA’s/
PTO’s in Westfield, do a tremendous job
of fundraising for our schools, further
exposing the outsourcing of expenses
that at one time were borne by the school
district through our property taxes. We
all need to understand our fiscal limita-
tions, and all work together to achieve
these ends. Only through open discus-
sions and cooperation will we get there.
The present discussion of student parking
is an example. This can/will be solved
without expense to the taxpayer.

My name is Keith Hertell, and I’m
interested in serving all the residents of
Westfield as a member of the board of
education. I previously served as a board
member from 1995 to 1998, primarily,
but not limited to, the finance committee,
last serving as the chairman. My wife and
I have lived in Westfield for over 42
years. We raised three children, all going
successfully through our school system.
Presently, I have three grandsons in the
school system, and, I would like nothing
more for them then to experience the
same level of educational, athletic, and
fine arts participation that our own chil-
dren experienced.

To help me accomplish some of these
observations and other ideas that you the
resident may have, I need your vote; and,
I am therefore, asking for your support.

Keith Hertell
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Prompted to Serve the Community,
Miceli Seeks Westfield BOE Position

Thankfully, Proposed Cell Tower at
Westfield Armory Is ‘Dead’

TOWER TOTALLED...Fourth Ward Councilmen James Foerst and Keith
Loughlin join Edgar Road resident and National Guard Armory cell tower
opponent Kathy Robb and her family in celebrating the rejection of the cell tower
by the leadership at the Westfield Armory.

At last week’s town council meeting,
we were advised by Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick that
the proposed cell tower on the Westfield
Armory property is, in Senator Kean’s
words, “dead.” With the news that this
project is no longer proceeding, we hope
you will join us in thanking our legisla-
tive team of Sen. Tom Kean, Asm. Jon
Bramnick and Asw. Nancy Munoz for
their leadership and efforts on behalf of
our neighborhood.

The continuing sense of community
the Westfield Armory leadership has with
the people of our town should not go
unnoticed, and we thank General Glenn
Rieth and his staff for their understanding
of the seriousness of this issue and the
effect it would have had on the Armory’s
neighbors. Without the unanimous oppo-
sition to this proposal by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the entire Town Council
we could not have achieved this positive
result.

Finally, the neighborhood consensus
and unified effort of our community to
oppose this proposal did not go unno-
ticed. The organization as well as the
manner in which our citizen opposition

was presented to the council was a testa-
ment to the character of the residents of
the 4th Ward. We truly appreciate their
efforts.

However, our work is never done. With
the Armory cell tower proposal gladly
behind us, we move forward to work to
improve the traffic and parking around
Westfield High School. On Wednesday,
March 23, at 7:30 p.m. at Westfield High
School, the town council and board of
education will conduct the first in a series
of meetings to enhance traffic safety and
discuss parking conditions in the
Westfield High School neighborhood.

We hope that the residents will attend
the upcoming March 23 meeting, and
future meetings, to voice their thoughts
for improving the safety of our neighbor-
hood.

We encourage all members of the 4th
Ward to contact us on this or any issue at
j f o e r s t @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v a n d
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov. Jim can be
reached at (908) 233-3251 and Keith can
be reached at (908) 233-9000.

Westfield Councilmen
James Foerst

Keith Loughlin

Could We All Just Recycle Our Waste;
Stop Using Plastic Water Bottles?

I went for an hour-long walk last Sun-
day morning (March 6) through parts of
Garwood, Westfield and Cranford and
picked up six bags of recyclable cans and
bottles that people had discarded along
the street. I was amazed and really disap-
pointed. Today (Sunday, March 13), one
week later, I went for another slightly –
emphasis’ on slightly – different walk
and picked up eight more bags of recy-
clable materials that people had thrown
away.

I simply cannot believe the waste and
laziness of Americans. Is it really that
difficult to put recyclable materials into
recycling containers? Some items that
could have been recycled were literally
thrown away 10 feet from a recycling
container! And I won’t even talk about
the actual garbage in our streets!

A few observations – The most thrown
away recyclable? By far, Poland Spring
water bottles. I have never understood
people who purchase water in plastic
bottles to begin with, and this display of
wastefulness simply reinforced my opin-
ion. The second most popular recyclable
that is thrown away? Liquor bottles — all
kinds of beer to a 1.5-liter bottle of vodka.
(I hope that person wasn’t driving.).

I guess the economy can’t be all bad,

because one of the beer cans was still full.
Pepsi drinkers throw away more
recyclables than Coke drinkers. The vita-
min water bottle that was thrown away
across the street from the health club says
that that person is a lot more interested in
their own health than that of the earth.
And the people who came up with the
idea of placing their cigarettes/cigar butts
into water bottles (I found four of these)
and then throw them away is both dis-
gusting and polluting.

It simply amazes me that we have all
been taught how important recycling is;
yet, we continue to just throw containers
into our streets, (where they end up in our
streams and drinking water supply), onto
our lawns, and in our public parks. Do we
think that litter is a visual improvement to
our towns? Are we really that lazy? Do
we simply not care? I am extremely dis-
appointed if the answer to any of these
questions is yes.

Could we all just recycle our waste the
next time that we drink out of a recyclable
can or bottle? If you can’t find a recycling
container nearby, just bring it home and
place it with your home recycling. We do
recycle at home, right?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

My name is Joseph Miceli. I am a
candidate for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation. Several weeks ago a newspaper
article requested that individuals con-
sider serving on the board as two trustees
would not be seeking re-election. That
prompted my actions to serve the com-
munity I have come to love.

Just like many of you, I moved to
Westfield to have my daughter attend one
of the best schools in the State of New
Jersey. That move to assume a larger
mortgage and to pay greater taxes paid
the dividends I expected. My daughter
graduated from Westfield High School,
then Douglass College, and is now in
Rutgers Law School.

While in the Westfield schools she
participated in many activities. She was a
member of the inaugural WHS Dance
Team. She was a member of the chorus
and managed costumes and props back
stage for four years of WHS plays and
musicals. As a parent this gave me many
opportunities to witness the excellence
that abounds in Westfield schools, both
in the area of academics and extracur-
ricular activities.

My experience as an educator should
be an asset on the board. I have served for
30 years as a teacher, principal and assis-
tant superintendent. In each capacity, I
have been on the forefront of progress
and reform of districts. That has included
the curriculum development process, in-

structional development of teachers, ne-
gotiating contracts, and developing build-
ing and district budgets. No one should
expect any dramatic declines in taxes but
everyone should expect that every dollar
spent on our schools will benefit our
children.

Our fiscal environment has put schools
and towns in tough financial situations,
but accountability for every dollar spent
is an excellent way to insure that the
district maintains its high quality while
showing a good return on the investment
of the public. That is what I hope to do as
a member of the board. I have the knowl-
edge and experience to know what is
good policy and practice for our children.
I understand the constraints and opportu-
nities available to districts to operate in a
financially responsible manner.

The board is currently developing the
budget for 2011-2012. I hope you will
support them in that process and support
me when you vote on April 27. Attend or
watch a board meeting. Understand what
your board is trying to do to maintain the
quality of our schools. That is why we all
came to Westfield, for the best possible
schools. I hope to keep up that excellent
reputation.

If you have questions, please feel free
to contact me at
jmiceli.westfield@gmail.com.

Joseph Miceli
Candidate for Westfield BOE

WF BOE Candidate Silva Wants
District’s Magazine Ranking Improved

Since I officially announced my candi-
dacy, I have had the privilege of speaking
with many people and hearing about the
concerns they have pertaining to our
schools. In doing so, this solidified my
reasons for running. One issue that has
continually been brought up is our rank-
ing in NJ Monthly Magazine. Our rank-
ing there continues to decline. We went
from seventh in 2008 to 41st last year.
This is unacceptable that we were not
even in the top 20 considering our out-
standing test scores and 99 percent gradu-
ation rate. Superintendent Dolan and the
board need to contact the magazine and
make our case for next year. Improving
our ranking will make our community
(taxpayers) feel better about where their
money is going. Westfield is known for
its excellent school system and the rank-
ing affects our home values, therefore we
need to see it rise not continue to decline.

As we continue to strive for the best
education for our children, we need to
engage more in 21st century teaching
skills. These skills are essential in order
for our children to keep up with
tomorrow’s world. We need to be sure we
have programs in place that will teach
them the key elements needed to succeed.
Obviously, the No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001 identified the core curriculum;
however, there are other skills our chil-

dren need to help them be successful.
Some of these are: global awareness/civil
literacy, learning and thinking skills (i.e.
communication/creativity and innova-
tion), innovation and media literacy, in-
formation and communication technol-
ogy (i.e. Literacy), life skills (i.e. leader-
ship/accountability/social responsibility).

These are just a few things that have
been brought to me that people feel are
important. They deserve to be looked at.
I admit I do not have all the answers right
now and I won’t pretend to but, given the
opportunity to serve, I will work ex-
tremely hard along side the other board
members to look at what needs to be
improved. It is a community effort and
we must work together to improve our
schools – not against each other.

We need diverse representation of com-
munity members to sit on the board.  I feel
I bring that. I would bring to light the
needs of our younger students. My oldest
child will be entering Edison School next
year and my other two children are at the
elementary and preschool levels. I would
be honored to serve on the board. Please
contact me at silvaforboe@gmail.com or
on my Facebook page: Jenn Silva for
Westfield Board of Education with any
concerns or questions.

Jennifer Silva
Westfield

Westfield Community Center
Battle of the Bands

Friday, March 25th

6:30pm – 10:30pm

$5 tickets, $7 at the door

Westfield Community Center

558 West Broad Street

Bobby Skeleton and the Watermelon Smashers

The Marauders

Blue Side Down
The 45’s

Aaron Rubin

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience most
effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

NJ Appeals Nuclear
Waste Storage Rule

TRENTON – New Jersey on Tuesday
sought permission from a federal appeals
court to join a legal action with New
York, Vermont, and Connecticut that chal-
lenges a federal Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission rule that extends the time al-
lowed for storing spent nuclear fuel at
nuclear power plants from 30 years to a
new standard of 60 years past the licensed
life of a reactor, DEP Commissioner Bob
Martin has announced.


