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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Meconophagist – An opium eater
2. Hepatolithiasis – Gallstones
3. Integument – An outer covering of a

body or plant
4. Pansophy – Universal wisdom or

knowledge

CINERACEOUS
1. Having the color of ashes
2. Harsh; vulgar
3. Balanced; stable
4. Disposed to agitation; violence

BOTHRENCHYMA
1. Sticky, viscous or gooey texture of

certain plants
2. Film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
4. In botany, tissue composed of pitted

ducts
LEUCOSIS

1. An irregularly high amount of red
blood cells

2. An overproduction of white blood
cells in the circulatory system

3. Vericose veins
4. Albinism

CARRION
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
2. The decaying flesh of a dead body
3. With great speed
4. Turmoil

Fanwood’s 1st Annual St. Patty’s Day Music Festival

Saturday, 12:30 til 9 pm

Train Station, North Side

What Happened to
Fiscal Review in WF?
We have had to suspend our business

administrator for alleged corruption, and
in his place, we now have our superinten-
dent, whose own salary and contract are
of questionable legitimacy based on their
exceeding state guidelines and having
been passed in a rushed, somewhat dubi-
ous fashion just prior to the release of
those guidelines. Several BOE members
were elected on a platform of fiscal re-
view; what happened?

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Friedman:
Unfortunate Charges, No Tolerance

Candidate, Incumbent Cary, States
WF Schools are Effective, Efficient

Most Thankful for So Many Others In
Our Scotch Plains Community

Help Those In Need
Pay Energy Bills

This winter while volunteering time to
the Westfield Community Center, a NJ
Shares service center, I was surprised by
the constant telephone calls from citizens
needing help to pay for energy bills; and
even more surprised to learn that, in most
cases, there were no funds available from
NJ Shares utilities for their relief. Many
are still waiting for help, particularly to
pay for gas and electricity services from
PSE&G and Elizabethtown Gas. These
utilities are short of funds to provide
assistance to those having real needs for
heat and other energy essentials.

It is important to understand that fund-
ing is not by the utilities, but from dona-
tions by those customers who are able to
give by adding a few dollars or more to
their monthly due payment.

I appeal to those who can afford to pay
their utility bills, and more, to please
consider adding as much as you can in
your payment to cover some of the needs
of those who can’t. I was recently re-
minded that it can be wonderful to expe-
rience the joy of sacrificial giving and
perhaps this appeal can be stretched to
this point.

It’s been a long, rough winter for many
of our fellow citizens who have suffered
from lack of heat and other needs, and
thankfully we are almost through it. Start-
ing to give now will make life easier for
some in current need and for more when
the next winter is confronted.

Donnell Carr
Westfield

This week saw quite a bit of news
coming from the Westfield school board.
We had the unfortunate charges levied
against the school board administrator
that he accepted home repairs, free of
charge from a district contractor. Although
we need to let this play out in the courts,
I have a zero tolerance for anyone taking
advantage of their position. I am happy
that the school board will be engaging
with a forensic accountant to review all of
the financial transactions during the
administrator’s tenure.

We also received more details of the
budget being proposed for 2011-2012.
We are now hearing that the proposed
budget is $92.2 million, an increase of
$2.8 million over last year’s adopted bud-
get. With the increase in state aid of about
$800,000, the tax levy will need to make
up the additional $2 million in spending
increases. The budget, as constructed to-
day will be at the 2 percent tax levy
increase cap as mandated by the state. I
am disappointed that this budget is being
proposed at that cap. There are towns all
over the state that have heard their resi-
dents loud and clear and those towns are
proposing increases far below the 2 per-
cent level. I believe that this budget was
an opportunity for the board to tell the
residents of Westfield—We hear you,
and for that reason we are proposing a
budget that is below the state mandated
cap. Unfortunately, that is not what we
are getting.

I commend the current school board
for all of their work over the last year to
make up for the cuts in state aid, but we

cannot stop now. We need to keep the
pressure on and continue to drive down
our costs and identify new sources of
revenue and that revenue cannot come
from our residents. It needs to come from
additional grants, advertising and what-
ever other creative ideas that we come up
with. Health costs will continue to rise;
we have capital needs and let’s face it,
nothing in our life gets any cheaper, so
unless we look for additional efficien-
cies, we are going to keep taxing our
residents which is a recipe for disaster.

If I am elected to serve on the board, I
will conduct a series of town halls around
Westfield where residents will be given
the opportunity to “brainstorm” with me
about our challenges. I hear much about
how the school board does not communi-
cate and is not perceived to be transpar-
ent. We need to be fair. The school board
meetings are open to the public and aver-
age public attendance is less than 10 per
meeting. If the community wants to voice
their concerns, they should and I hope to
offer an additional forum to do so. My
years of working in companies of all sizes
has allowed me to leverage the ideas of
my colleagues. I plan to leverage the
residents of Westfield who are willing to
put themselves out by offering their ideas.
I will publish the notes from these discus-
sions on my school board blog, which
will be created once I am elected. Perhaps
by then, the much anticipated Facebook
page for the Westfield Board School
Board will be available.

Mark Friedman
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Mcfall: ‘I’m The Only Candidate With
SPF Board of Ed Experience’

I wish I had a nickel for every time I’ve
read the words “New Jersey’s failing
schools” in the newspaper this past year.
While it is true in many other places in
New Jersey, it is not true in Westfield.

There are no failing schools in
Westfield. Not one! According to the N.J.
Department of Education, “More than 94
percent of last year’s graduating class of
438 seniors is continuing their educa-
tion.” In Westfield, we prepare our 6,300
children to reach their individual poten-
tial and go on to continue their education
and become productive members and
future leaders of our society.

The latest DOE Report Card shows our
students’ average SAT scores are higher
than the state and national averages. More
than 50 students achieved a perfect SAT
score of 800. More than 60 percent of our
high school students were in an honors or
AP course. A total of 843 AP exams were
taken by our students last year and 90
percent received a score of 3 or better. I
detail these achievements at the high
school because this is the endgame for
our children’s public education. If it were
not for the foundation laid in our elemen-
tary and middle schools, we would not
have these stats to report.

In addition to our children achieving in
the classroom they also excel on the field,
in the pool, on the ice and on the stage. We
offer more than 80 co-curricular activi-
ties. More than 1,400 students participate
on our varsity and junior varsity athletic
teams, more than 1,000 students sing,
dance and act in our plays, concerts,
choirs, and bands, and many more com-
pete in academic competitions.

As our budget meetings are ongoing, I
want to point out that we achieve these
results with great financial efficiency.

Westfield’s per pupil expenditure is lower
than the state average. We spend $12,009
per student while the state average is
$13,833. If we simply spent what school
districts spend on average around the
state, it would cost over $10,000,000 a
year more than what it now costs the
Westfield taxpayer.

After reeling from a $4.2-million de-
crease in state aid last year, the state was
“gracious enough” to “give” us $1.3 mil-
lion this year. Westfield’s taxpayers send
$100 million a year to Trenton in state
taxes. For every dollar we send, this year
we get back little more than one penny to
educate our children. This is unfair.
There’s nothing new in the budget. No
new programs. No new activities.

During the last few months, many op-
tions were discussed for balancing the
current budget both with the teachers’
union and in board committees. I advo-
cated for finding solutions that do not
negatively touch our students. I pushed
the administration to find savings else-
where. For example, we switched phone
systems, and reduced transportation and
copier costs to save money for the Dis-
trict. We have found ways to balance the
budget without touching the excellent
educational and extra-curricular programs
we have for our children.

I urge every parent, grandparent, fu-
ture parent, and residents who might not
intend to be a parent, to mark their calen-
dars in honor of the successful schools we
have here in Westfield and vote on April
27 to pass the budget. I also ask for your
vote so that I can continue to work hard at
controlling costs and maintaining the
quality of our schools. Thank you.

Ann Cary, BOE V.P.
Candidate for Reelection

With six years of board experience, I
have an in-depth understanding of public
school issues at a local, state and federal
level. In addition, I understand the frus-
tration of the taxpayers, especially com-
munity members on fixed incomes, deal-
ing with the escalating taxes necessary to
support the schools and the impact these
taxes have on property values as evi-
denced by my recent views, published in
Patch, regarding state monies.

A resident of Scotch Plains for over 30
years, our three children are all beneficia-
ries of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school system and enjoy successful ca-
reers having had the foundation of solid
education values instilled in them.

I am a graduate of Lehigh University
and have had an extensive career in the
corporate world as a vice-president of a
performing rights organization and con-
sultant with Ernst & Whinney. Most re-
cently, I was a member of the Lucent
Technologies technical staff prior to re-
tirement. I have been involved in my

children’s education as both a caring and
informed father. Also, I have coached
girls’ inter-city soccer, actively partici-
pated in Boy Scouts and various YMCA
programs with our children. I have been
active in our church, previously serving
as the head of the board of trustees as well
as in our neighborhood, which helped the
“Save Our Island” initiative. I have served
on the board of education for two terms
and chaired both the Policy and Facility
committees. I am a member of the Com-
munity School committee, Shared Ser-
vices liaison, and various district nego-
tiations committees as well as liaison for
field utilization to various sports teams in
town to ensure that our youth have access
to school fields.

I look forward to serving our commu-
nity for another term during these uncer-
tain and perilous times of public educa-
tion instability.

Warren McFall
Candidate for Scotch Plains BOE

Please share my family’s appreciation
for the community-wide support for last
week’s St. Bartholomew Academy Pot of
Gold 5K Run/Walk. It was reassuring to
see how people from many towns came
together to support the school. Our fam-
ily chooses to send our children to the
Academy and it is wonderful to see that
others outside the school community came
together to recognize the importance of
this choice. I appreciate all the SBA par-
ents that came out with their children
along with administration and faculty. I
am most thankful for the participation of
so many others – the church parishioners,

friends, and the general community as
well as our local vendors, organizations,
sponsors, and volunteers whose support
was in abundance. Most of all, thanks to
Blanche Ryder who selflessly planned
and coordinated this undertaking with
grace and skill. On behalf of all families
whose children have graduated, are cur-
rently enrolled, or will make the choice to
attend SBA, a huge ‘Thank You’ to all
those whose support expresses the value
of academic excellence and Christian
education in our community.

Adrienne Robertiello
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Special Ed Was Not Supposed to Be Funded Solely By Local
Government; Feds and State Defaulted on 40 Percent

Education is a costly endeavor and
every effort should be made to spend/
invest those monies wisely. In recent
years there is a growing assumption that
a disproportionate amount of funding is
associated with special education. There
is some truth to this. Special education
was not supposed to be funded solely by
local government; the federal and state
governments were to contribute almost
40 percent of the cost so that children
with special needs would have equal ac-
cess to the curriculum.

However, as funding sources have dried
up from the federal and state treasuries,
towns have become increasingly respon-
sible for funding the federal and state
mandates. What has generally been over-
looked, however, are the ways in which
special education methods can benefit
those children enrolled in general educa-
tion settings.

In an attempt to create awareness on
how special education can improve the
quality of general education, 18 years ago
Alice Hunnicutt and I began the “Aware-
ness Expo.” Initially, we targeted the

Expo toward parents of children with
special needs because of the paucity of
information available to them. As more
people got involved, the range of material
presented at the Expo was expanded to
make information available to all parents
who wanted to learn how they could
facilitate their child’s education.

The Expo invites all populations to
participate so that parents can find a com-
munity where their thoughts, ideas and
concerns can be heard. I am happy to say
that thousands of educators and parents
who have children with varying abilities
have attended this program free of charge.
The distinguished speakers who present
at this program have also volunteered
their time as an expression of “What is
right with our children.”

Recently, parents and teachers in
Westfield have been collaborating on
adopting an anti-bullying program
throughout the system – a program that
was initially launched in the special edu-
cation area. In my career, many special
educational models have been explored
including the notion that different chil-

dren have different learning styles. This
is also true in general education settings.
In special education the use of Assistive
Technology and software to access cur-
riculum, improve auditory processing,
develop writing skills, etc. have been
valued tools for decades; however, the
niche market has made these solutions
expensive.

Today, however, with devices like the
iPad becoming more available, we are
seeing this same software ported to these
devices and the prices declining rapidly.
Twenty-first century students will need
to master these tools and apps to succeed.

Education is a costly endeavor and
good stewardship is necessary for a sys-
tem to run properly. Over the years, I
have demonstrated good stewardship and
will continue to do so if elected to the
board of education. Please feel free to
contact me at
KarymForBOE@thoens.org or on
facebook.

Karym Hoens
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Vetting of Professional Service
Contracts: BOEs, Towns, County

The charges against the Westfield School Business
Administrator Robert Berman and Ken Disko, of the
engineering and professional planning firm M. Disko &
Associates, brings some serious questions to the forefront
about how professional services contracts are approved
by local governments. Also, who watches the store?

The allegations that Ken Disko was involved in a bid-
rigging scandal and had contractors overcharge for their
services while he pocketed $80,000 is outrageous – okay,
not once but for a period of 10 years? One real question is
who was watching Disko? Did the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts know Ken Disko was not
licensed with the state as a professional engineer? Who
was the Engineer of Record on these projects? When our
local boards of educations approve their engineer or
architect of record, do they actually check on the key
personnel in the company? Do they check to see if any
complaints have been filed or if that the personnel have
professional licenses with the state?

We solicit the views of all BOE candidates and of the
public on the bid-rigging scandal and the overall issue of
approving professional services contracts.

In New Jersey, public bidding laws do not cover profes-
sional services contracts that include everything from
architects, engineers, surveyors, planners and lawyers.
Often, the same firms are used year after year because of
their existing relationships with local governments.

Union County, for instance, often uses T&M Associ-
ates of Middletown, an engineering, planning and envi-
ronmental consulting firm. The county also uses The
Musial Group, an architectural firm out of Mountainside,
for their construction projects. While we are not question-
ing the integrity of these firms, how does the county vet
out these and other professional services contracts?

Every year, towns and school boards hire town and

school board attorneys. Towns also appoint municipal
prosecutors and public defenders. These hires are often
associated with large law firms. Are these contracts auto-
matically approved every year or does someone check
their law licenses, business registration certificates, etc.,
for any potential problems?

We think Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said it best
this week: “It is obvious, in light of this situation [with
Disko], that we now have to monitor our business profes-
sionals.”

We agree 100 percent with that sentiment. Proper
checks and balances are needed to ensure that taxpayer
funds are being used properly and not lining a so-called
professional’s pocket. It’s sad the situation comes down to
this; however, isn’t this standard business practice?

Because of the allegations against Disko, spanning a
10-year period, BOEs and towns having done business
with the firm over this time period are hiring forensic
accountants to see if there are other problems yet uncov-
ered. Were we duped just once, twice, thrice?

The Westfield BOE now must hire a temporary busi-
ness administrator while Mr. Berman is suspended and he
still gets paid. How many legal fees will the taxpayers get
stuck with on this one?

How can fraudulent bids not be uncovered when sub-
mitted? Shouldn’t all bids submitted be required to have
a bid bond and opened for public inspection as in many
other states?

Sorting out this mess is going to cost an enormous
amount of money. In Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
instance, the last time we looked, the bill from their
forensic accountant was over $1.1 million and the job is
not done – neither are the attorney fees in that tally.

And who watches the person doing the watching?


