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Genovese Talks of ‘Savings’
From Merging Municipalities

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Several
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
were in attendance at Brunner El-
ementary School, March 2, to hear a
presentation given by Courage to
Connect NJ co-founders Gina
Genovese and Wendy McCahill on
how municipalities can merge to save
taxpayers money.

Courage to Connect NJ is a non-
profit, nonpartisan organization, cre-
ated to provide education and facili-
tate open discussion about how to
address the high cost of living in New
Jersey through consolidation of mu-
nicipalities.

“We’re all part of this. We’re all
paying for it,” said Ms. Genovese, a
former mayor and township commit-
tee member in Long Hill Township
and 2007 Democratic candidate for
State Senator against Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield). Ms. Genovese
said the current 566 municipalities in
the state is the cause of the state’s
financial woes.

Ms. Genovese, who served as the
Long Hill mayor in 2006,  provided a
brief history of how the state became
divided into many separate munici-
palities. She pointed to a New York
Times article from 1895 that discussed
the possible consolidation of the Or-
anges. That was the same year Scotch
Plain and Fanwood split into two
separate municipalities.

Throughout the duration of the pre-
sentation, McCahill provided a vi-
sual by displaying 566 placards, one
for each New Jersey municipality
showing the population, and then
stacking them along the wall.

Referencing her time as a mayor,
Ms. Genovese said even after sharing
several services for other towns, in-
cluding the fire inspector, health of-
ficer and building inspector, she felt
Long Hill Township “should not ex-
ist by itself.”

“Sharing services are fracturing an
already fractured system,” Ms.

Genovese said. She used Woodbridge
Township, which encompasses 10
communities but has only one oper-
ating administration, as the model of
consolidation. Funding just one
school board instead of for example
instead of 10, Ms. Genovese said,
saves Woodbridge money, which al-
lows them to have a full-time grant
writer on staff, as well as a full-time
information technology department.
That, in turn, she said, provides better
services at lower costs for the com-
munities.

During the question-and-answer-
session at the end of the presentation,
two Scotch Plains councilmen, Kevin
Glover and William Vastine, as well
as Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca, took the opportunity to
voice their opinions about Ms.
Genovese’s presentation and the idea
of consolidation.

“The real potential catalyst is the
people. They can give elected offi-
cials the power,” Mr. Vastine stated in
response to Ms. Genovese’s com-
ment that elected officials often ex-
press hesitancy about bringing up the
subject of consolidation because they
fear it will anger their constituents.

“A lot of this is about power,” Mr.
Glover said in support of shared ser-
vices. “Why not take smaller chunks?
Shared Services must get done now.”

Mr. Manduca stated that “there has
to be (proven) savings, because the
first rule as an elected official is to do
no harm.”

The presentation concluded with
Mr. Lange asking for support from
the Fanwood residents in attendance.

“(The) purpose is to combine
(Scotch Plains and Fanwood) if we
can do it,” Mr. Lange said of the
petition he is actively trying to get
signed for submission to the state.

If the petition for consolidation is
submitted to the state and approved,
a recommendation would then be
made and the constituents of the two
towns would vote on whether or not
to act on that recommendation.

Residents Air Frustrations
Regarding GW Field Project

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A heated back-and-
forth discussion ensued at the March
8 borough council meeting when frus-
trated residents once more brought
up the topic of the borough’s athletic
field project.

The discussion began when
Garwood resident Richard King
asked Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
why three members of the commit-
tee for the athletic field were re-
cently let go.

“I don’t understand why you would
dismiss three members that are in-
volved in the Little League and have
insight to what the project needs,”
Mr. King stated.

The mayor explained that she felt
the three individuals had performed
their duties and that their services no
longer were necessary. “I have Coun-
cilman (Keith) Sluka on the commit-
tee now, and I felt we needed a new
set of eyes,” the mayor said.

“The architects will remain the
same, but I felt the project at hand
was too expensive and there were
questions by the planning board on
the makeup of the athletic building
and how to cut costs,” she added.

The mayor announced that there
were four new residents on the board
who she has selected who will help
come up with a new building plan
that will cost less.

Garwood resident Jeff Sylvester
questioned why the current and past
Little League presidents were dis-
missed when they were so involved
in the project thus far and almost to
the finish line.

“These are the people who volun-
teered their time because of their
passion for this project, and you let
them go for four new members who
lack the experience and knowledge
that the people you let go of had,” Mr.
Sylvester said.

The mayor reiterated that she felt
their job was done and that the project
was not completely funded.

The current Little League presi-
dent, Scott Kessler, voiced his con-
cerns over the mayor’s recent ap-
pointment of a young woman to the
committee and the reason for it.

“I find it interesting that you would
replace me, the Little League presi-
dent, with a long-time ‘friend’ of yours
in a position that would look good on
her résumé,” Mr. Kessler said.

The mayor explained that this indi-
vidual was a former educator who was
interested in sports. Mr. Kessler was
concerned that the mayor was removing
the wrong people from the committee.

The governing body was asked how
long the grant for the athletic field
was available to the borough to which
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said that there was no expi-
ration date on the grant.

Garwood resident Tom Englese
expressed the importance for the ur-
gency in this project. “I would have
spent that grant last week. With our
current Governor, who knows, he
could take it back at any time. We
need to move fast and use this grant,”
Mr. Englese said.

Mr. Sluka explained that the archi-
tects would look at ways to tweak
costs, hopefully in the next four
weeks, and said that, “the position of
the new girl was created to take some
of the burden off of [Ms. Ariemma.]”

Concering the project, the mayor
said she felt it was time to replace the
members who showed favoritism to
the athletic field with members who
would be more objective. “I don’t
need too many people on this commit-
tee, but just a workable group to get to
the bid,” the mayor said.

Mr. Sylvester responded to the
mayor, saying, “My objection is that
there is no longer any representation
from the baseball league anymore
because you have obliviated the mem-
bers who have dedicated their lives
and time to baseball and athletics.”

“All I can say is that my decisions
on the committee stand,” Mayor
Quattrocchi said.

Alex Taner  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOULD TOWNS MERGE?..Connect New Jersey founders, Gina Genovese, left,
and Wendy McCahill, right, discuss how towns can merge to save money during a
forum held March 2 at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains.

County to Hold Recycling
Event on Sat., March 26

NEW PROVIDENCE – The County
of Union will sponsor a recycling event
for electronic equipment on Saturday,
March 26, for residents to get rid of
unwanted computers, televisions and
other electronic equipment in an envi-
ronmentally proper manner.

The recycling event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Alcatel-
Lucent Technologies facility, located
at 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to participate at no cost. There is
a limit of six electronic items per car.

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on March 26 include com-
puter monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, CPU’s, mice, printers,
scanners, speakers, televisions,
VCR’s, fax machines, telephones, and
circuit boards. Refrigerators, wash-
ers and dryers, microwaves, and air
conditioners will not be accepted.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their un-
wanted electronic equipment.
Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles. Pre-registration is not

required.
A complete list of the materials

that will be accepted on March 26 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Environmental Conserva-
tion website, www.ucnj.org/re-
cycle.

The electronics collection will be
held rain or shine for Union County
residents only and not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is
required.

For information about recycling
events,  call  (908) 654-9889.

Runnells Casino Night
Friday at Mt. Carmel
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

Runnells Specialized Hospital Foun-
dation will hold its annual Casino Night
fundraiser this Friday, March 18, at Mt.
Carmel Hall, located at 56 River Road
in Berkeley Heights.

The event will take place from 7 to
11:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 per person
with a discounted price of $25 for
seniors. To purchase tickets call (908)
771-5803.


