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GW Considers $7-Mil. Budget;
Council Battles Over Surplus

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough
council’s finance committee pre-
sented the preliminary 2011 munici-
pal budget of $7 million to the coun-
cil and public on March 7. As consti-
tuted, the budget would include a tax
increase of $208,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi urged
the council to produce a “leaner bud-
get, if possible.” She said she was
“not thrilled with the final product.”

She did tout the borough’s efforts
in not proposing any furloughs or
layoffs onto its workforce. “We can
continue to provide the levels of ser-
vice our residents have come to ex-
pect and, frankly, deserve,” the mayor
said. Still, the mayor said further cuts
should be made and that “everyone
should share in the unpleasantness.”

Councilman Jim Mathieu, finance
chairman, said he voted against the bud-
get in committee, but he said it was
“wonderful” that the budget can “see the
light of day.” In the past, he said budget-
ary matters were “done in the dark.”

Mr. Mathieu said after receiving
input from department heads and
borough staff, the finance commit-
tee “only” cut 1 percent of re-
quested appropriations. To elimi-
nate the tax increase, the borough
would have to cut another 2.9 per-
cent, which he said is “not unrea-
sonable” to do. He also  “rejects”
the philosophy that the budget is
“its own living thing” and that “you
can’t touch it.”

He remained “very disappointed”
to see a budget that featured $84,000
in employee raises. On the contrac-
tual side, police-department raises
would account for $32,000 of that
figure, while the public works would
account for $22,000. Mr. Mathieu
said he was also “very disappointed”
to see that non-contractual (non-
union) employees were not contrib-
uting 1.5 percent of their wages for
healthcare costs.

Councilman Jonathan Linken, who
serves on the finance committee, said
he and Councilman Victor DeFilippo,
who was not present at the meeting,
“looked at the budget as a total spend-
ing forecast, and looked in a macro
sense.” Mr. Linken said while he
would “love” to get the municipal tax
increase to zero, the borough is al-
ready using $381,000 of its surplus in
this budget cycle; if the council ap-
proves the budget as-is, it would leave

$112,000 in the surplus account, a
number that Mr. Linken called
“scarily low.”

“To leave us with nothing for fu-
ture expenses...we thought we’d be
doing the citizens a disservice...We’d
be at risk of being outside the [2-
percent property tax] cap and cutting
services next year,” Mr. Linken said.
“We thought this was the best route
overall. It sets up Garwood to deal
with the finances of the future.”

Councilman Keith Sluka had many
questions on the budget; some pertained
to reductions in areas such as recreation
and senior citizens recreation. He noted
a reduction of more than $2,500 for
senior citizens, for instance.

The mayor later said the borough
has typically received a matching
grant from the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), but she said the department
intends to cut its numbers by at least
10 percent this year. These funds help
to support busing and other senior
programs offered to Garwood’s eld-
erly, Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Mathieu said the borough is
“not afraid of voters; it’s afraid of the
employees...All of the things you
mentioned (like cuts in senior ser-
vices) are being sacrificed at the altar
of $800,000 for [active and retired]
employee healthcare.” He said two-
thirds of the $7-million budget is
made up of costs for employees, their
healthcare and pensions.

About one-third of the budget, $1.9
million, is designated for the police
department. Salaries and wages of the
16-person department total $1.8 mil-
lion, and $95,000 is appropriated for
miscellaneous items. Another
$600,000 is earmarked for the
borough’s department of public works.

“Everything is being fed into sala-
ries, workers’ compensation and
healthcare costs,” he said, “[and the
rest] is being cannibalized.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
wanted to know the surpluses the
borough ran in previous years. The
borough, for the last five years, has
kept surpluses of between $500,000
and $750,000. Knowing those fig-
ures, he said, “We can’t run it to zero
and have nothing left for the people.”

Mr. Mathieu retorted by saying that
“no matter how big the surplus is, it is
never big enough...In those years, we
still always raised taxes. The surplus
insulates the council from making
the tough decisions.”

Responding, Mr. Petruzzelli said,
“It’s still better to have surplus than
run it to zero.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson,
during public comment section of the
meeting, referred to the $95,000 in
other expenses earmarked for the
police department. “Why don’t you
just put it in surplus?” he asked. “Why
not just have a larger surplus. If there’s
a need for more money, you come to
the well of surplus.”

Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Paterson
brought up a good point. He also said,
“Once a surplus becomes too big, it
becomes a slush fund.”

“I suggested putting together a con-
tingency fund,” Mr. Mathieu added. “I
wanted departments cut to what their
spending needs are. Right now, there is
no incentive to under-spend the budget.”

Former Councilwoman Kathy
Villaggio, who chaired the finance
committee during her tenure, im-
plored the council to not “chop ex-
penses so much that departments will
not be able to operate.” She said the
budget process is a “balancing act”
and noted, “You can’t hurt the future
either. You do need a little surplus in
case of God-forbid.” She mentioned
the need to have money available in
case of a lawsuit, for example.

Mr. Linken said, “It’s very danger-
ous to cut both (surplus and operating).
We are cutting surplus $300,000, and at
the same time, if we cut the other line
items of the budgets, then next year it
may be very bleak for the town.”

Mr. Mathieu disagreed, saying, “We
cannot afford the structure of our gov-
ernment that we have in Garwood
right now...By cutting that surplus to
$100,000, finally we are going to have
to make the tough decisions.”

Mr. Sluka said he has looked at this
year’s budget more so than any other
years, and said he is “not sure where
we are going to get thin.”

Mr. Mathieu suggested that the bor-
ough could cut another $40,000 by
voiding $30,000 in projected raises
for non-union employees and by re-
quiring that employees contribute 1.5
percent of their salaries to healthcare
costs, an $8,500 savings. Earlier in the
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said, “It sounds
like we’re not following the New Jer-
sey State law to me” if employees are
not making that contribution.

Mr. Sluka said he wanted to con-
sult the borough counsel before go-
ing further. He also disagreed with
Mr. Mathieu’s philosophy. Mr. Sluka
said, “You can’t cut the budget with
an axe. You’re going to have to go in
there with a scalpel.”

Report A Pothole
To report a pothole on Route 22 or any

state highway, call 1-800-POTHOLE or
see http://www.state.nj.us/transporta-
tion/commuter/potholeform.shtm. For
the Turnpike or Parkway, see http://
www.state.nj.us/turnpike/maintenance-
issue.html. For Union County roadways,
call (908) 789-3660.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation
 Lisa M. Black, LLC

223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kean Pushes to End
Unused Sick Payouts
TRENTON — Senate Minority

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) has written to Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney formally re-
questing that the Governor’s revi-
sions to S-2220, legislation capping
unused sick leave payouts to public
employees, be posted for a vote at the
Monday, March 21 voting session.

Mr. Kean said the legislation would
provide property tax relief by imme-
diately closing a loophole in state law
that allows current public employees
to receive hundreds of thousands of
dollars in payments for unused sick
and vacation time upon retirement.

“Legislation passed by the [Demo-
cratic] majority purporting to end
jackpot sick leave payouts actually
allowed the practice to continue for
current public employees,” Mr. Kean
said. “There is no excuse for anyone
to receive these payments, which
drives up property taxes and costs
state, county, and local government
millions each year. Sick leave exists
to take time off when you are sick, not
to serve as a supplemental source of
income.”

“The Governor’s revisions to the
bill would end the practice for all
employees, current and future, as
Republican Senators have proposed.
“The majority (Democrats) should
post these revisions for an immediate
vote and allow each member to regis-
ter his or her opinion on providing
property tax relief for New Jersey
residents, the most highly taxed
people in America.”

Cynthia Brandt
Finishes Army Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Pvt.
Cynthia A. Brandt has graduated from
Unites States Army basic combat train-
ing at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.

She is the daughter of Dawn Reid
of Wesley Chapel, Fla., and niece of
Clayton Reid of Scotch Plains.
Cynthia graduated in 2007 from
Wesley Chapel High School.

County Budget Talks
Begin Tonight at 5 P.M.

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will begin hearings on the pro-
posed 2011 county budget tonight at
5 p.m. at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building in Elizabeth.

The offices of the county prosecu-
tor, surrogate, county clerk and sher-
iff will present budgets tonight. On
Tuesday, March 22, the freeholders
will meet at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, begin-
ning at 5 p.m., where the departments
of finance, public safety as well as
Runnells Specialized will present
their spending plans.

On Thursday, March 24, the board
will meet at the administration build-
ing in Elizabeth to hear budget pre-
sentations from the departments of
administrative services, corrections
and county counsel. This Tuesday,
March 29, the board will hear budget
proposals from the departments of
human services, parks and commu-
nity renewal, and engineering, public
works facilities and parks mainte-
nance.

www.goleader.com

County Dems Expected to Select
Union Resident for Freeholder
Peak of the Week has learned that the

Union County Democratic Committee
is going to select a candidate from
Union Township as third person on the
party’s slate of candidates for Union
County Freeholder for the June Pri-
mary Election. Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon also resides in Union.

The candidate would replace Free-
holder Nancy Ward, a former Linden
and current Westfield resident, who is
not seeking reelection. Also running
this year are Democratic incumbents
Angel Estrada and Chris Hudak. Mr.
Hudak was selected in December by
the Democratic Committee to replace
Rick Proctor. Mr. Proctor resigned
after he was elected mayor of Rahway.

Roselle Mayor Smith Pleads
Not Guilty to Insurance Fraud
Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith en-

tered a not guilty plea during his
arraignment on Monday in state Su-
perior Court in Elizabeth on charges
of insurance fraud and leaving scene
of crash in the early morning hours of
Christmas Day 2010, nj.com reported.
The mayor has been charged with
crashing his car into a parked car in
Roselle after allegedly leaving a bar
and than driving home. Police said
the mayor put his car out in the street
the day of the December blizzard and
filed a fraudulent insurance and po-
lice report, claiming his vehicle was
hit by a snow plow.

Christie Pulls Carroll
Nomination for Superior Court
Governor Chris Christie has with-

drawn the nomination of Assembly-
man Michael Patrick Carroll (R-25,
Morristown) for Superior Court
judge, nj.com has reported.

A spokesman for the Governor said
the Senate Judiciary Committee
would not consider Mr. Carroll’s
nomination until the New Jersey Bar
Association makes a recommenda-
tion. Mr. Carroll, a conservative Re-
publican lawmaker who served as
parliamentarian from 2002-2005, has
been in the Assembly since 1996. He
has a private legal practice.

Rice Blocks Cerf Nomination
With Senatorial Courtesy

State Sen. Ron Rice (D-28, New-
ark) said last week that he will exer-
cise senatorial courtesy to block the
nomination of Chris Cerf to become
New Jersey’s next education commis-
sioner, nj.com has reported. The ma-
neuver allows senators to block gu-
bernatorial nominees who reside in
their legislative districts or counties
without giving reasons for their disap-

proval.
Sen. Rice said he will block further

consideration of Mr. Cerf’s nomina-
tion unless Mr. Cerf appears before
the Joint Committee on the Public
Schools, which Sen. Rice chairs. Sen.
Rice wants to question Mr. Cerf on
his relationship with Newark Mayor
Cory Booker. Mayor Booker has said
Mr. Cerf was an informal adviser to
him.

Trump to Make Decision
On President Run by June

Donald Trump said he will make a
decision by June on whether he will
seek the Republican Party nomina-
tion for President.

Brookdale College President
Resigns Over Investigation

Brookdale Community College
President Peter Burnham has resigned
amid an investigation into alleged
spending irregularities, the Asbury
Park Press reported.

According to APP and other media
outlets, Mr. Burnham was paid
$216,000. In addition, he was receiv-
ing a country club membership, tu-
ition reimbursement for his children
to attend private colleges, performance
bonuses and travel expenses for him
and his wife at a time when the college’s
board of trustees and a SUV.

Bill to Make Town Mergers
Easier OK’d By Assembly

Legislation that would make it
easier for municipalities to study the
possibility of merging was approved
Monday by the state Assembly. The
legislation stems from a grassroots
attempt to gain approval to form a
study commission to examine
whether Merchantville and Cherry
Hill can consolidate municipal ser-
vices.

The bill, S-465, would permit mu-
nicipalities seeking to petition the
Local Finance Board for the forma-
tion of a Municipal Consolidation
Study Commission to obtain board
approval either through voter peti-
tion or application by a municipal
governing body. Under current law,
the board may accept an application
only if each of the municipalities
uses the same procedure as the other.
In other words, all towns must submit
petitions from their residents, or, they
must submit resolutions from their
town councils or committees.

Under the bill, if each municipality
submitted its study commission ap-
plication through its governing body,
any consolidation plan ultimately
proposed would be required to be
approved by voter referendum in each
of the municipalities.

The legislation now moves to the
Governor’s desk for consideration.
Bill Would Allow Edu. Program
As Punishment for Kids Sexting

Legislation  that would divert teen-
agers caught "sexting" — sending or
receiving explicit photos on a com-
puter or cell phone — into an educa-
tional program as an alternative to pros-
ecution was approved Monday by the
state Assembly by 78-0 vote, nj.com
reported. An identical Senate bill is
currently before that house’sLaw and
Public Safety Committee.


