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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON YOUR MARK...Runners of all ages dart across the starting line at last Saturday’s St. Bart’s inaugural 5K race. The
race weaved through the streets of Fanwood before ending back at St. Bart’s. The race was part of Scotch Plains Mayor
Nancy Malool’s Wellness Challenge.

WHAT A VIEW...Scotch Plains resident Joanne Krueger catches up on the local
news reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while visiting the 10,000-foot
summit of Haleakala volcano on Maui. Mauna Kea, located on the Big Island of
Hawaii, can be seen in the distance,  100 miles away.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPEN FORUM...Mayors Colleen Mahr of Fanwood, seated, left, and Nancy
Malool of Scotch Plains, seated, right, answer residents’ questions about possible
shared-services initiatives between the two towns at a forum last Thursday.
Standing at left is Fanwood resident Harry McNally.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIRLS RULE...At the start of the township council meeting last Tuesday, Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool read a proclamation declaring last week as Girl Scout
Week, and several members of Brownie Girl Scout Troop No. 694 led the council
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

SP Council OKs Special Needs
School at Cellar Ave. Location
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved an
ordinance that revises permitted uses
in the business zone and clears the
way for a special-needs school to be
based at the former Verizon building
at 1000 Cellar Avenue.

The Newmark School, a special-
needs school with facilities currently
in Plainfield and Carteret, had been
seeking the ordinance change in dis-
cussions with the council during the
past several months so that it could
consolidate its services in Scotch
Plains. The ordinance change, which
was unanimously approved, estab-
lishes special-needs schools as a con-

ditional use in the B-1 Business Zone.
Newmark’s facility will be allowed
to be situated at the Cellar Avenue
property even though its proposed lot
size would be considerably smaller
than what existing zoning guidelines
require for schools.

The Verizon property itself is about
five acres, while zoning requirements
call for schools to have about five to
six acres. Newmark’s attorney, Steve
Hehl, told the council earlier in the
year that the school would require no
more than about an acre to meet its
unique educational needs.

At Tuesday’s public hearing prior
to the council’s vote, Deputy Mayor
Mary DePaola noted the “growing
demand in New Jersey for special-

needs schools” and said a “gap in our
zoning law” was being closed with
the change to the ordinance.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed Pinnacle Risk Solutions as
the township’s risk management con-
sultant for 2011. The appointment
was set to be considered in early
February but Township Attorney Jef-
frey Lehrer raised concerns about
whether Rich Duthie, a member of
the township zoning board of adjust-
ment and an employee of Pinnacle,
had “used his position [as a zoning
board member] to secure a position
[as risk manager].”

After investigating the question,
Mr. Lehrer in February found there to
be “no impediment” to Pinnacle be-
ing considered for the risk manage-
ment position. The council’s vote on
Tuesday was 4-1, with Councilman
Kevin Glover voting ‘no.’ Last month,
Mr. Glover had raised questions about
what he said was Pinnacle’s lack of
experience in the risk management
arena.

The council also authorized town-
ship planner Maser Consulting to
prepare a redevelopment plan for the
properties designated earlier this
month as Areas in Need of Rehabili-
tation, namely Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club and the properties housing
the municipal building, the library
and the public works department.

Two weeks ago, the council ap-
proved a resolution making the desig-
nation, which will allow the munici-
pal government, according to Mayor
Nancy Malool, to control what might
get built on the 145-acre country club
property in future years. The council’s
vote on Tuesday was 4-1, with Coun-
cilman Michael Marcus voting ‘no.’

Final approval was given to an or-
dinance restricting parking on Prom-
enade, off North Avenue. One resi-
dent who spoke during the public
hearing called the street a “commuter
parking lot” and urged similar re-
strictions on adjacent streets, some-
thing the council will consider after
evaluating the effectiveness of the
Promenade restrictions, which will
forbid parking on the east side be-
tween 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. during the
week.

SP and FW Councils to Meet
On Shared Services Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The gov-
erning bodies of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will meet separately, and
then jointly, in the coming weeks to
determine which of their municipal
departments will be seriously con-
sidered for merger or some other level
of shared services.

At a forum held last Thursday to
further discuss a consultant’s shared-
services study that was completed
last year, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool said the two councils would
meet on their own before the end of
the month in advance of a joint meet-
ing sometime in April, “to come to
some determination as to what de-
partment we’ll look at first.”

Seated alongside Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, her co-host for the
forum that was attended by some 60
residents and officials from both

towns, Mayor Malool pointed out
that the heads of both police depart-
ments — “the most expensive de-
partments for both towns,” she added
— have already been in discussions
about potential sharing of services
and operations. The study overseen
by Jersey Professional Management
recommended the mergers of the two
towns’ police and public-works de-
partments.

The 90-minute program consisted
mostly of the two mayors answering
questions from residents, with a num-
ber of the queries focusing on how
any department mergers would be
implemented given the differing clas-
sifications of municipal employees
— Scotch Plains is a civil service
town while Fanwood is not. Those
questions were preceded by Mayor
Mahr taking note of legislation intro-
duced earlier that day by State Senate
President Stephen Sweeney that
would withhold state aid from towns
that do not agree to share any services
deemed to be able to be shared.

Calling the proposal “not a carrot,
[but] a stick,” Mayor Mahr also said
that, under the Sweeney legislation,
civil service rules would be suspended
if shared services could be imple-
mented. Mayor Malool said the pro-
posal was “disappointing” because
schools are exempt even though, in
general, some 60 percent of prop-
erty-tax bills are earmarked to local
boards of education.

Addressing aspects of the shared-
services report itself, Mayor Malool

told Alexander Smith of Scotch Plains
that she was “pretty confident we can
do something,” although she cau-
tioned, as she has in the past, that
even if all the study’s recommenda-
tions were implemented, the savings
per taxpayer would be about $100
per year. Speaking to a Fanwood resi-
dent concerned about cutbacks in
nighttime patrols if the police depart-
ments were merged, as the study pro-
posed, Mayor Mahr said that had
been only a recommendation on how
to realize savings in the police de-
partment. She said there was no in-
tention of “embracing that specific
recommendation.”

Mayor Malool, responding to
Fanwood resident Rob Lambert, said
she favored reducing workforces via
attrition rather than layoffs. And she
favored leaving decisions of required
manpower up to the heads of each
department.

Both mayors agreed with sugges-
tions that smaller steps be taken to at
least begin implementing shared ser-
vices, with Scotch Plains resident
Michael Joy urging the two towns to
“pick low-hanging fruit,” or easier
areas where consolidation can be ac-
complished easily, such as in admin-
istrative areas.

Mayor Mahr agreed, saying per-
haps an initial effort can be directed
towards areas that do not “have as
dramatic a punch to it.” Mayor Malool
said both towns have been “proac-
tive” in the shared-services arena,
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County Eyes Study to Cut
Inmate Population at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night on a resolution awarding a
$55,704 contract to a company to
conduct a review of the population at
the county jail in Elizabeth.

Union County Department of Cor-
rections Director Brian Riordan said
the company, Luminosity, Inc. of St.
Petersburg, Fla., has helped reduce
jail populations in Camden and Mer-
cer Counties. He said the number of
Camden County inmates was cut 22
percent – from 1,800 to 1,300 – while
Mercer County reduced its average
prison population by 100 prisoners.

“They (Luminosity) do this by ex-
amining the operations and practices
of all the stakeholders in the criminal
justice system,” Mr. Riordan told the
freeholders at last Thursday’s board
agenda meeting. “The jail has very
little to do with how quickly, or how
slowly the wheels of justice move.
There are certain practices or issues
that might be identified through this

study that could shed some light and
call for some necessary improve-
ment.”

He said the company’s analysis
would include stakeholders such as
the public defenders, judges, munici-
pal judges, the jail itself and the county
prosecutor’s office, as well as the
probation and parole systems. Mr.
Riordan estimated that the review
would take three months.

Mr. Riordan said if the county were
able to decrease the number of in-
mates held at the Union County jail
by 10 percent, which would amount
to 100 inmates, “We would save a
tremendous amount of money.”

“I think it’s going to yield some
positive results for us,” Mr. Riordan
said.

The board also considered a reso-
lution from Mr. Riordan to once again
sign a one-year contract with the
Essex County Department of Correc-
tions to house inmates at East Orange
General Hospital when they need to
be admitted for non-emergency care.
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WF BOE Suspends Berman
Over Bid-Rigging Charge

By BETSEY BURGDORF, LAUREN
BARR AND PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Following bribery
charges levied against Westfield
School Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman on March 9 as part of a
bid-rigging scandal uncovered by the
state Attorney General’s office, the
board of education announced Fri-
day that it had suspended Mr. Berman
with pay “pending further review by
the board.”

New Jersey Attorney General Paula
Dow last week charged Mr. Berman
in connection with a bid-rigging and
kickback scheme from 2001 to 2010
orchestrated by Kenneth Disko, an
engineer from Mountainside. Mr.
Disko is the contracted engineer or
engineer/architect on record for the
Westfield, Tinton Falls and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

Mr. Berman, 55, was charged with
second-degree bribery for allegedly
accepting more than $13,000 worth
of window glass and doors installed
at his South Plainfield home by Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company
of Fanwood, from 2004 to 2008, in
return for making written recommen-
dations that the Westfield Board of
Education appoint Metropolitan as
the district’s “contractor of record.”

“The board of education takes all
allegations of financial impropriety
very seriously; therefore, Mr. Berman
has been suspended from his duties,
pending further review by the board,”
according to a statement released by

district spokeswoman Lorre Korecky
on Friday. “The board also takes its
fiduciary obligations to the students
and taxpayers of Westfield very seri-
ously; therefore, a full review of the
district’s contracts and financial
records will be undertaken, conducted
by an external auditor during the rel-
evant time period set forth in the
allegations.”

In the meantime, at an emergency
meeting last Thursday night, the board
authorized the hiring of an interim
business administrator. The board also
appointed Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan as acting business
administrator until an interim busi-
ness administrator is hired.

“The board will respect Mr.
Berman’s privacy in this matter and
will update the public upon resolu-
tion of the matter,” according to the
board’s statement.

When reached on Thursday, Mrs.
Korecky said, “At this point, it is an
open and active legal matter that we
are not discussing.” She said Mr.
Berman was suspended with pay ac-
cording to state statutes. “State law
requires that under the current cir-
cumstances, Mr. Berman’s suspen-
sion is with pay. If circumstances
change, the board will, of course, re-
evaluate whether it is permitted to
apply a suspension without pay,” Mrs.
Korecky stated.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
released the following statement on
Monday to The Scotch Plains-
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