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At Union Catholic High School weʼre proud of our heritage of high academic standards and exceptional

graduation rates. But our faith-based environment offers students something even more important—an

education in values. 

Every day our students learn about responsibility, respect for others and themselves, compassion for

those less fortunate, the honor of an honest life, and how these values enrich a community. 

Weʼre proud to help our students succeed at all that God calls them to be. 
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Compassion • Honesty • Responsibility • Respect • Community 

A UC education teaches more than academics. 

www.unioncatholic.org • 908-889-1600 ext. 302 • 1600 Martine Ave. • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
A quality education in a faith-based environment. 

WHAT A VIEW...Scotch Plains resident Joanne Krueger catches up on the local
news reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while visiting the 10,000 ft.
summit of Haleakala volcano on Maui. Mauna Kea, located on the Big Island of
Hawaii, can be seen in the distance,  100 miles away.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
LADIES NIGHT OUT...At  Mountainside PTA’s “Rock of Fashion” fundraiser held at L’Affaire in Mountainside on March 10, over 400 women from the area gathered to eat, drink and be merry while hoping to win one of the several hundred auction
items donated by local merchants and residents. Attendees also enjoyed a fashion show, which featured clothes from a local retailer. The fashions were worn by moms and faculty members who strutted the catwalk, which weaved through the banquet
facility. See more photos at goleader.com/photos.

in question were not a gift, and he
plans on supplying documentation
as such. Mr. Zwillman said that there
is no law prohibiting Mr. Berman
from doing business with a com-
pany that also does business with the
Westfield school system.

According to Mr. Zwillman, Mr.
Berman was visited by investigators
from the Attorney General’s office
during the week of March 1, and
retained him after that occurrence.

According to the Attorney
General’s Office, Mr. Disko was
charged with submitting quotes and
estimates to the three school dis-
tricts and recommending approval
of the fraudulent bid contracts in
exchange for more than $80,000 in
kickbacks from contractors.

Also charged in the case are John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal
Window Company; Martin W. Starr,

Times the mood at the emergency
BOE meeting held March 24, one
day after the charges were made
public, was one of shock and disbe-
lief.

“I was speechless. I have worked
with him [Bob Berman] for many
years,” she said upon hearing the
news. Mrs. Cary said that at the
meeting, the board attempted to re-
gain order and has requested a fo-
rensic audit and asked for Mr.
Berman, who was not at the meet-
ing, to resign. “The board of educa-
tion moved swiftly to make sure the
work of the district continued,” she
said, regarding the appointment of
Superintendent Dolan as acting busi-
ness administrator effective imme-
diately.

Severing the relationship the board
has with Mr. Disko, who is the engi-
neer or engineer/architect on record
for the Westfield School District,
could prove more difficult since it is
contractual. “I would like to see our
relationship with Mr. Disko termi-
nated,” Mrs. Cary said.

She had similar sentiments to-
wards Metropolitan Metal Window
Company, (Metro). Metropolitan
currently is involved in a project at
Edison Intermediate School. “I do
not want to see Metro do that work.
I feel strongly that they should not
be involved; they should be termi-
nated,” Mrs. Cary said.

“The big thing right now is to let
the public know we are doing every-
thing in our power to keep the board
focused on the students and taxpay-
ers,” Mrs. Cary said, adding, “Mr.
Berman’s problems are now his prob-
lems.” She said she hopes the board
can re-group and return its attention
to the $92.2-million budget, which
will be presented to taxpayers on
Wednesday, April 27. “The most im-
portant thing is to pass the budget,”
she said, claiming it is being held
together with “spit and sticks.”

Mrs. Cary has announced that she
will seek reelection as the only in-
cumbent in the race. About the seven
other candidates and the allegations
against Mr. Berman – “I would hope
their focus is on the students and
taxpayers and not on creating tur-
moil about this situation,” she said.

Candidate Keith Hertell, who
served on the BOE in the 1990s and
was finance committee chair, said
he worked with Mr. Berman on a
number of projects, specifically the

44, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
arrested and held in the Union
County jail with bail set for each at
$50,000, while Mr. Disko, Mr.
Sangiuliano and Mr. Berman were
charged by complaint-summonses.
Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
released on bail from the jail March
9, according to the Union County
Department of Corrections.

Authorities charge that in bidding
one contract in the Westfield schools,
Mr. Disko told Mr. Sangiuliano he
would include the replacement of
seven windows in the scope of work
for the bidding specifications, even
though those windows had been al-
ready replaced by Mr. Sangiuliano.
This allegedly enabled Mr.
Sangiuliano to bid lower than other
contractors, knowing he would not
have to replace the windows. Metro-
politan was awarded the contract.

Mr. Sangiuliano faces further al-
legations that he installed free win-
dow glass and doors at Mr. Berman’s
home in exchange for the business
administrator’s recommendation of
Metropolitan as contractor of record
for the Westfield school district.

Listed among testimonials on the
Metropolitan Window website were
the following quotes: “I’ve worked
with Metropolitan Metal Window
Co., LLC on a number of projects.
Their ability to execute the
architect’s vision reflects their depth
and breath of experience in this busi-
ness. Nowhere is their expertise bet-
ter demonstrated than in their work
in the Westfield, New Jersey, school
system – Ken Disko, Project Engi-
neer, M. Disko Associates.”

“Metropolitan Metal Window
Co.’s work at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School was delivered on time,
within budget, and executed with
excellent workmanship – Robert A.
Berman, School Business Adminis-
trator/Board Secretary, Westfield,
N.J. Public Schools.”

Westfield Board of Education
Vice-President Ann Cary told The

save a tremendous amount of
money.”

“I think it’s going to yield some
positive results for us,” Mr. Riordan
said.

The board also considered a resolu-
tion from Mr. Riordan to once again
sign a one-year contract with the Essex
County Department of Corrections to
house inmates at East Orange General
Hospital when they need to be admit-
ted for non-emergency care. He said
the county saved $400,000 over the
last two years by placing inmates at
East Orange instead of Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center in Elizabeth,
located down the street from the Union
County jail.

Mr. Riordan said Essex County cor-
rections maintains a secure section of
East Orange General, thus Union
County does not need to have its
sheriff’s officers with the inmates,
unlike Trinitas, whereby the county
has to expend overtime costs for offic-
ers to maintain custody of inmates.

Essex County charges $331 per
day to secure Union County inmates
admitted at East Orange General.
The contract the freeholders will
vote on is for $95,000.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a resolution to approve
spending $640,000 from the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund for the
acquisition of a one-acre lot at 1590
Cooper Road in Scotch Plains. The
lot would be used by the county as
an expansion of Ponderosa Farm
Park, which the county purchased
for $10 million 2003.

The board approved a $3.5-mil-
lion contract with Suffern, N.Y.-
based Turco Golf, Inc. on March 3
for development of the park, includ-
ing construction of two natural grass
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April 27, school election ballot, which,
if passed, would actually raise the
2011 property tax levy by $72 per
$100,000 assessed, which when com-
bined with the tax reduction, would
make the final property-tax increase
only $38 per $100,000 assessed valu-
ation.

“We did go through the budget line
by line, week after week,” Ms. Groning
stated. “We penny-pinched this thing
to death.” The Thursday, March 24
board of education meeting will be
dedicated to breaking down the 2011
budget, she said.

The board also discussed a resolu-
tion drafted by the Building and
Grounds Committee to allow the N.J.
Safe Driving Academy, a project that
Garwood Police Officer James Wright
and retired Police Officer Mike Wil-
son have been “trying to get off the
ground” for some time now, as Ms.
Lewis explained. The resolution says
the Academy will be charged a $50
usage fee and $213.78 custodial fee to
use a board of education building on
Saturday, April 2, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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turf field at Kehler Stadium. “This
was a 10-year project of mine, and
Bob was very helpful in providing
moral support to me, from time to
time,” Mr. Hertell stated. “As to the
specific charges leveled against him,
I find them hard to believe, as I know
Bob to be of the highest moral char-
acter. I wish him well in the coming
months with the allegations of
wrongdoing, and would remind any-
one and everyone that he is pre-
sumed innocent.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Anthony Del Sordi
told The Times that the SP-F Board
of Education “received no official
notice” from the Attorney General’s
office of the charges against Mr.
Disko, stating he “saw it on nj.com.”

Mr. Del Sordi said he was uncer-
tain what action would be taken re-
garding contracts involving Mr.
Disko and the SP-F BOE, stating,
“Over the next week, the board will
be issuing a statement.” Mr. Del
Sordi stated that although the dis-
trict had minimal involvement with
Mr. Disko, he was hired for several
projects, including writing the speci-
fications for installation of the
district’s two new turf fields.

“I am very saddened by the entire
incident. It is obvious, in light of this
situation, that we now have to moni-
tor our business professionals,” Mr.
Del Sordi said. When asked whether
Mr. Disko approached him with ille-
gal offers, or if he had prior knowl-
edge of the scheme, Mr. Del Sordi
said, “It is obvious I had no knowl-
edge of what was going on.”

When contacted by The Times
Monday, a person who answered the
phone at M. Disko and Associates
said Ken Disko, “no longer works
here.” Through searches of the State
of New Jersey’s website, The Times
was unable to determine the owner-
ship of M. Disko and Associates,
and was unable to find proof of an
engineering license for Ken Disko.
According to the state Department
of Community Affairs’ online regis-
try, professional engineering and
professional planner licenses are
valid for Michael D. Disko and
Michael D. Disko, Jr.

According to the Attorney
General’s office, the charges against
the individuals will be presented to a
state grand jury for potential indict-
ment.
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Bid-Rigging Charges: Berman, Disko Engineering
soccer fields, a paved driveway and
parking lot, restroom building, water
spray park, planted landscape berms,
paved walkways and a pedestrian
bridge, and a maintenance building.

The board considered a resolution
last Thursday to approve a $330,000
contract with GameTime of Spring
Lake to purchase and install play-
ground and sprayground components
for Ponderosa. The board also is set
to add $22,500 to the contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown for
a new contract of $723,056. The in-
crease was due to changes directed
by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection that re-
sulted in a “reduced level of con-
struction in various areas” of the 23-
acre property.

T&M was given a contract in No-
vember of 2009 to complete design
and engineering services for the
project.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET DICUSSION…The Garwood Board of Education, at its Tuesday night
meeting, discusses its proposed $6,651,935 school tax levy and whether to seek a
second public question on the Wednesday, April 27, school election ballot to
exceed the state’s 2 percent cap on tax levies.


