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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNITION EVENT...At CONTACT We Care’s annual meeting, new
board members were inducted, volunteers were recognized and new “listeners”
were commissioned. Pictured, left to right, are: Nancy Birkenstock, Joe Swingle,
Kim Defronzo, Howie Frisch, Joan Glass Morgan, Geoffrey McCarthy, David
Owens, Sharon Stockwell, Jeffrey Feldman, Leesa Nash and President of the
Board, Karen Yutsus.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FASHIONABLE FUNDRAISER...Ladies dressed to the nine’s glance at auction items at the Mountainside PTA’s  “Rock
of Fashion” fundraiser held at L’Affaire in Mountainside on March 10.  The extravaganza was attended by more than 400
women, who were also treated to dinner and a fashion show. See more photos at goleader.com/photos.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
FUNDS FOR FOP...Gary Whyte is assisted by Caitlin English in announcing
raffle winners at the 10th Annual Comedy Show to benefit FOP research held
March 12 at Our Lay of Lourdes Church in Mountainside. The event was held in
memory of 18-year-old Mountainside resident B.J. Giannone, who passed away
earlier this year after collapsing at a swim meet.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WOODEN WONDERS...Westfield Cub Scouts from the Tiger Division watch
with anticipation as their handmade wooden race cars cross the finish line at the
annual Pinewood Derby held March 12 at the The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

BOE Suspends Berman With Pay
Over Bid Rigging Allegations

By BETSEY BURGDORF,
LAUREN BARR AND PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following bribery
charges levied against Westfield
School Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman on March 9 as part of a
bid-rigging scandal uncovered by the
state Attorney General’s office, the
board of education announced Fri-
day that it had suspended Mr. Berman
with pay “pending further review by
the board.”

New Jersey Attorney General Paula
Dow last week charged Mr. Berman
in connection with a bid-rigging and
kickback scheme from 2001 to 2010
orchestrated by Kenneth Disko, an
engineer from Mountainside. Mr.
Disko is the contracted engineer or
engineer/architect on record for the
Westfield, Tinton Falls and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

Mr. Berman, 55, was charged with

second-degree bribery for allegedly
accepting more than $13,000 worth
of window glass and doors installed
at his South Plainfield home by Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company
of Fanwood, from 2004 to 2008, in
return for making written recommen-
dations that the Westfield Board of
Education appoint Metropolitan as
the district’s “contractor of record.”

“The board of education takes all
allegations of financial impropriety
very seriously; therefore, Mr. Berman
has been suspended from his duties,
pending further review by the board,”
according to a statement released by
district spokeswoman Lorre Korecky
on Friday. “The board also takes its
fiduciary obligations to the students
and taxpayers of Westfield very seri-
ously; therefore, a full review of the
district’s contracts and financial
records will be undertaken, conducted
by an external auditor during the rel-
evant time period set forth in the
allegations.”

In the meantime, at an emergency
meeting last Thursday night, the board
authorized the hiring of an interim
business administrator. The board also
appointed Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan as acting business
administrator until an interim busi-
ness administrator is hired.

“The board will respect Mr.
Berman’s privacy in this matter and

will update the public upon resolu-
tion of the matter,” according to the
board’s statement.

When reached on Thursday, Mrs.
Korecky said, “At this point, it is an
open and active legal matter that we
are not discussing.” She said Mr.
Berman was suspended with pay ac-
cording to state statutes. “State law
requires that under the current cir-
cumstances, Mr. Berman’s suspen-
sion is with pay. If circumstances
change, the board will, of course, re-
evaluate whether it is permitted to
apply a suspension without pay,” Mrs.
Korecky stated.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
released the following statement on
Monday to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times: “As a matter of
policy, I do not comment on legal
matters; however, I do fully support
the board’s swift action to suspend
Mr. Berman and their decision to
protect Westfield residents by con-
ducting an external audit. It is pru-
dent to use an outside auditor to re-
view all relevant financial records.”

When reached for comment Fri-
day concerning the charges, Mr.
Berman’s attorney, Blair Zwillman
of Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
told The Times, “He’s an honorable
man.” He said that Mr. Berman “will
not be pleading guilty,” as the items

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Eyes Study to Cut
Inmate Population at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night on a resolution awarding a
$55,704 contract to a company to
conduct a review of the population
at the county jail in Elizabeth.

Union County Department of Cor-
rections Director Brian Riordan said
the company, Luminosity, Inc. of St.
Petersburg, Fla., has helped reduce
jail populations in Camden and Mer-
cer Counties. He said the number of
Camden County inmates was cut 22
percent – from 1,800 to 1,300 –
while Mercer County reduced its
average prison population by 100
prisoners.

“They (Luminosity) do this by
examining the operations and prac-
tices of all the stakeholders in the
criminal justice system,” Mr.

Riordan told the freeholders at last
Thursday’s board agenda meeting.
“The jail has very little to do with
how quickly, or how slowly the
wheels of justice move. There are
certain practices or issues that might
be identified through this study that
could shed some light and call for
some necessary improvement.”

He said the company’s analysis
would include stakeholders such as
the public defenders, judges, mu-
nicipal judges, the jail itself and the
county prosecutor’s office, as well
as the probation and parole systems.
Mr. Riordan estimated that the re-
view would take three months.

Mr. Riordan said if the county
were able to decrease the number of
inmates held at the Union County
jail by 10 percent, which would
amount to 100 inmates, “We would

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW BOE Looking to Exceed
Cap With Second Question
By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – During its regular
meeting Tuesday night, the borough’s
board of education focused on various
resolutions and committee assign-
ments, including addressing recent acts
of vandalism to Washington School,
as well as discussing the 2011 budget
and how to reduce existing debt.

“Washington School has been van-
dalized quite a bit recently,” stated
Russell Graham, chairman of the
board’s Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee, “so we started looking into
installing surveillance cameras, or just
putting up a chain-link fence.”

“One of the doors was broken and
kids actually got into the school,” Mr.
Graham elaborated. “The main thing
that happened was [that] there was a
chair lift on the outside of the building
for handicap accessibility, and [the
vandals] literally smashed that.”

“The chair lift was broken during
the day, during afternoon hours but
before five o’clock,” Board President
Adele Lewis clarified, also noting the
incident occurred “a few weeks ago
when the warm weather hit for a few
days.”

Mr. Graham explained that the com-
mittee is looking into working with
the Garwood Police Department to
have officers on foot patrol on the
Washington School grounds on a regu-
lar basis. The problem with just hav-
ing officers drive by in cars, he ex-

plained, is that “the kids are on to it
and they manage to hide out when
they see the cops drive by.”

“We did give the police some leads
[based on the observations of neigh-
bors], but nothing panned out,” Ms.
Lewis added.

Mr. Graham also noted the discov-
ery of asbestos “encased in concrete”
within the older wing of Washington
School, and “a letter would have to be
written stating that [the board] knows
it’s there, and if it ever gets disturbed,
someone has to address it.”

“We have to put something on our
website that states there is asbestos on
our property,” Mr. Graham added.

The board also discussed the school
budget for 2011, with the tax levy total
being $6,651,935, an increase of 2
percent over last year, which equals
the state’s new cap on tax levies.

“[The board] will be paying out a
debt service payment of $195,000,”
stated Finance Committee Chair-
woman Susan Groning, “by paying
that, we will have a tax reduction of
$34 [per $100,000] assessed.”

However, Ms. Groning then ex-
plained that this figure does not in-
clude the $134,744 needed to fund the
following non-mandatory programs:
full-day kindergarten, sports, the
eighth-grade play, instrumental mu-
sic, and art. In order to fund these
programs, the board intends to put a
second question on the Wednesday,
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Interim Bus. Admin. Appointed;
Taxes to Rise $171 Per Avg. Home

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education ap-
pointed Vincent Yaniro
Tuesday night as interim
business administrator for
the Westfield Board of
Education following the
suspension of  long-term
Business Administrator
Robert Berman on charges
of bribery in connection
with a bid-rigging scandal
announced last week by the
state’s Attorney General’s office. The
bid-rigging scandal also includes
Kenneth Disko of M. Disko Associ-
ates, the engineer of record for the
Westfield school district.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said Mr. Yaniro has served

as a business administrator for
Ridgewood and Chatham and has
also acted as an interim business ad-

ministrator for Somerset
Hills.

Ms. Dolan announced
that she worked “as quickly
as I could to bring a candi-
date to the district with Mr.
Yaniro’s knowledge and
expertise.”

Board of Education
member Richard
Mattessich thanked the su-
perintendent for working to

find a qualified candidate so quickly
and said that he thought, “Mr. Yaniro
was a good choice.”

Board Vice-President Ann Cary
stated that she also felt that the board
should “terminate all relationships
with engineer, Mike Disko and with

Vincent Yaniro

the Metropolitan Company,” a win-
dow company also involved in the
scandal.

Board President Julia Walker said
that those matters would be discussed
in a private session by the board.

In other business, Ms. Dolan gave
a presentation regarding the proposed
$92-million budget for the 2011-12
school year. She said the budget would
increase spending 1.3 percent over
last year, which would equate to an
increase of $1,169,209. According to
the superintendent, the $85.9-million
tax levy would translate to a $171 tax
increase on an average assessed home
of $184,000.

In her report, the superintendent
noted that in the last two years 54
supervisory, teaching, secretary, com-
puter technicians, custodians, librar-
ians, counselors and paraprofessional
positions had been cut by the district
and 41 after-school programs had
been eliminated.

According to school officials, other
revenue sources include $525,000 in
health insurance contributions from
employees, $184,000 in student ac-
tivity fees, $182,465 in tuition and
transportation fees and $175,000 in
grants.

Ms. Dolan commented that, “put-
ting this budget together was like
making sausage. We are stuffing as
much in as we can.”

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, March
22, which will be a continued discus-
sion of the school budget. It will be
held at the Westfield High School
Cafeteria B as will the Tuesday, March
29 meeting. Both meetings will be-
gin at 8 p.m. The board will vote to
adopt the budget at the March 29
meeting.

The board also announced that a
BOE candidates’ night will take place
Wednesday, April 13 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield High School Cafeteria.
The forum is being sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Council. School board
candidates are Ms. Cary, Jessica Bless-
ing, Mark Friedman, Keith Hertell,
Karym Hoens, Roseanne Kurstedt,
Joseph Miceli and Jennifer Silva. They
are running for three open seats on the
BOE in the Wednesday, April 27,
school election.


