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Westfield BOE Candidate Kurstedt
Offers Professional Perspective

My name is Rosanne Kurstedt and I am
excited to announce my candidacy for the
Westfield School Board. I have a Ph.D. in
Curriculum and Instruction, have been a
teacher, staff developer, administrator,
researcher, writer, and professor. My di-
verse and extensive background in edu-
cation will bring personal passion and a
fresh perspective to the challenges facing
our district. I have a global view – one
that I would like the opportunity to apply
to our local needs.

I received my Bachelor of Science in
Psychology from Tufts University, a
Master of Science in Teaching, and as
mentioned above, a Doctorate in Cur-
riculum and Instruction from Fordham
University. In addition, I am a consultant
for a leadership training and coaching
company that works with complex orga-
nizations utilizing a systems based ap-
proach.

If elected, I look forward to the oppor-
tunity to capitalize on the wonderful re-
sources we have in this district and use
my knowledge of curriculum, teaching,
and learning to make informed proactive
decisions in the best interest of all our
6,000 students.

I moved to Westfield with my husband
David and two sons, Jacob and Dylan, in
2003. Jacob and Dylan attend Roosevelt
Intermediate School and Franklin El-
ementary School respectively. My hus-

band and I chose this town because of its
community feel and welcoming spirit.
How better to give back and support this
great community than by using my listen-
ing, leadership, and problem solving
skills, as well as my deep understanding
of curriculum and learning in the service
of our children? I am a member of the
Education Fund of Westfield, volunteer
in Franklin working in first through fourth
grade classrooms supporting students’
reading and writing, and also volunteer at
the Westfield Food Pantry.

If elected, I will bring the perspectives
of both a parent and an educator to the
task, and will make decisions based on
evidence, community opinion, and stu-
dents’ needs. I would like the opportunity
to be a new voice of positive change and
progress that keeps teaching and learning
in the forefront. I will do that by focusing
on Accessibility, Accountability, and
Advocacy. Finally, I believe that open
communication is imperative and I will
work hard to ensure that all points of view
are heard and respected; it’s really the
only way we can provide the exceptional
education we expect for all students.

Please feel free to contact me at
KurstedtforSchoolBoard@gmail.com or
visit me on Facebook at “Rosanne
Kurstedt for the Westfield School Board.”

Rosanne Kurstedt
Candidate, Westfield BOE

WF-BOE VP Ann Ormsby Cary
Announces Re-election Candidacy

I am seeking reelection to the Westfield
Board of Education because I believe my
proven leadership is needed in these dif-
ficult times to maintain the quality of our
schools while being mindful of the costs
we are asking our taxpayers to bear.

I am the Vice President of the School
Board and have served on the Board for six
years. During my tenure I have had a
“thorough and efficient” education on how
to run a school district. In this position we
are regularly called on to make decisions
in areas way outside of the typical person’s
comfort zone. You learn to rely on and
question the experts, solicit community
input, think critically and creatively to
solve problems, formulate a coherent po-
sition, negotiate with others on the Board,
and then move forward to a decision.

Frankly, it takes a few years on the
Board to simply learn enough about bud-
geting, curriculum planning, State legis-
lation and Executive Orders, policy de-
velopment, contract negotiations, person-
nel issues, and long range planning to
begin to have a fully effective voice on
the Board. I have chaired three different
Board committees, Community Outreach,
Long Range Planning, and Curriculum,
Instruction and Program. In addition, I
have sat on the Finance and Policies
Committees.

Most of the Board’s in-depth work is
done in committees which then make
recommendations to the full Board. These
committees work closely with the Super-
intendent, Central Staff members, ad-
ministrators and teachers to develop poli-
cies that provide the best education for
our children.

I have also sat on town-wide commit-
tees, such as the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee on Enrollment, the Bond Steering
Committee and the Strategic Planning
Council. I am a huge advocate for calling
in the public. I want the Board to seek
community input before making signifi-

cant decisions. Board members are pub-
lic servants and need to understand the
needs of the community.

Two years ago, when I chaired the
Long Range Planning committee we
started the strategic planning process with
a community survey which is a great way
to receive information from our residents.

I have also served as the Board’s liai-
son to the Tamaques, Edison and Jefferson
communities. It’s always exciting for me
to hear about all of the ways that parents
are supporting our schools. We have very
active PTOs here in Westfield and I be-
lieve that this is one reason why we have
such a good school system.

I also served for several years as the
Board’s liaison to the Garden State Coali-
tion. The Garden State Coalition is a group
of suburban school districts, which advo-
cates for policies and laws in Trenton that
benefit school districts like ours. Due to
my involvement with the Coalition, I un-
derstand what we must do in the coming
years to best influence the Governor and
the Legislature to preserve our ability to
maintain the high quality of education we
offer the children of Westfield.

Like many parents in our community,
I am also an active parent volunteer and
have been since my children were at
Tamaques School. I was the president of
the Tamaques PTO and chaired more
committees than I can remember! When
my children were younger, I went on
school trips, made cupcakes for in-class
birthday parties, and devoted many hours
to the Variety Show. As my children went
through the system my involvement
changed. Last year, for example, I co-
founded with my friend, Lisa Smelkinson,
the Westfield Theatre Guild, a fundraising
and event planning organization that sup-
ports the drama department at the High
School.

I would love to have the opportunity to
continue to serve on the Board. We have
great kids here in Westfield, great fami-
lies and a terrific school system. I ask for
your vote on April 27. If you have a
question or comment, please email me at
ann.ormsby.cary@gmail.com. Thank you
for your support.

Ann Ormsby Cary
Candidate, Westfield BOE
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Lewis Launches Bid for Fanwood
Seat on Joint Board of Education

My name is Michael Lewis, and once
again I am asking for your support as I
seek to represent Fanwood on the SP-F
Board of Education.

I have lived in Fanwood for 14 years
with a daughter in Terrill Middle School,
but my roots – and my stake – go deeper:
I am a graduate of both (what was then)
Park Junior High and SPFHS.

Let me state from the outset that the tax
levy being presented for your consider-
ation this year (and the associated budget
it funds) merit your support.

I support them without reservation.
But it is important to understand the limi-
tation inherent in the budget: It is a stop-
gap and – hopefully – a bridge: much of
the decline in projected spending derives
from reduced debt service; actual operat-
ing expenses are up year-on-year. And
the pressure on the spending side of the
equation will be unrelenting going for-
ward.

Simply put, what is being presented
this year will be very difficult to repeat.
At some point the way forward will have
to include changes within schools to al-
low greater flexibility in the relationship
between teachers and administrators.

It will have to include a more pro-
active use of technology to allow greater
flexibility in the relationship between
teachers and students. Of necessity it has
to involve consolidation of school dis-
tricts, a greater sharing of administrative
functions, and a greater degree of coop-

eration between governmental entities
who – in the end – all have a stake in the
societal impact of a sound education. And
– since much of what I advocate is beyond
the scope or control of the board – it will
require continuing pressure on our elected
officials and holding them accountable to
all of their constituencies.

To the argument that these are well-
meaning generalities I would counter that
1) they can no longer be ignored if we are
not to be crushed by the cost of funding
what we have and 2) more has already
been accomplished in terms of practical
application in one year than could have
ever been imagined by a casual observer
in a best-case scenario. And yet much
more needs to be done.

But above all else, a mindset must
change. An education – in and of itself –
is NOT a right. It is an opportunity. Stu-
dents have a right to that opportunity, and
we have an obligation to provide an op-
portunity that is safe, relevant to both the
real world and to individual need; and
affordable. But, in the end, educators can
only provide an opportunity – how it is
utilized is out of their hands.

I welcome your input and comments
(michael_lewis88@verizon.net).

I ask your support on Wednesday, April
27, but whether you choose to or not,
please participate in the process and vote.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood Candidate, SPF BOE

SCOTCH PLAINS $499,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $600,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $799,000 WESTFIELD $275,000

CRANFORD $319,000 CRANFORD $399,000 GARWOOD $450,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $350,000

WESTFIELD $489,000 WESTFIELD $500,000 WESTFIELD $609,000 WESTFIELD $939,000

NEW LISTING! Sunny Cape, udated eat-in kitchen, 2 1st flr BR - one w/ sliding glass
door to deck, patio & yard. Lrg 2nd flr bedroom with loft area, Hwd Flrs, CAC & more!

NEW LISTING! Charming Colonial home w/eat-in-kitchen w/granite cntrs, updt  electric,
new baths, hwd flrs, chestnut trim. Bonus rm on 3rd flr. DIR: Lexington to S. Union.

Ranch style home totally renovated w/ sophisticated style and attention to detail. Many
updts incl granite Kit, new flrs, bath w/jacuzzi, & much more. Close to park & NYC Trains.

Beautiful remodeled kitchen with granite, SS appliances, travertine tile flooring,
remodeled bath, 3BR, 1 car garage. Call Gary Celeste @ 908-658-9000 ext 111.

Pristine, move in ready home. LR opens to FDR w/sliders to encl. porch overlooking beautiful,
fenced yard. Updt Kit., 3BR 2fBA, many updts incl CAC, furnace, roof,& paver patio.

NEW LISTING! Gracious custom home set on ~ 1/2 acre of lndscpd park-like prop. Spac rms,
bright open flr plan. Close to all. DIR: Lamberts Mill/Shackamaxon/Dogwood/Arrowwood.

Custom brick front colonial, tastefully appointed w/custom intr trim, crown moldings
thruout. New custom kitchen w/cherry cabinets, center island. Best value in town.

Unique mint condition 3BR 2BA co-op located on park-like grounds of Wychwood
Gardens. 1st floor corner unit w/pvt entrance, updated kitchen.  All appliances included.

Charming Colonial Cape on quiet tree-lined street. Wonderful living space brimming
w/desirable features. Private yard w/perennial gardens. DIR: Corner of First & Hazel.

Charming Col. Cape w/updts incl. Kit. & 1st flr Fam rm. Hwd flrs, CAC, fenced in backyd,
fin bsmt Rec Rm. Conveniently located near schls, local dining, shopping, NYC transport.

Exterior freshly painted! 4BR Colonial w/fam rm, Hwd flrs, formal DRm, huge Master
Suite, newer Kit, Gas FP, beautiful deep yard. DIR: Central Ave to Massachusetts St.

Spac Col, Fam Rm & cust designed kit add '03 w/Viking appls, LRw/fpl, FDR, Sun rm
& updt pdwr rm on 1st flr, Mstr w/Fbth, fin 3rd flr & bsmt rec rm, nice yard, conv loc..

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 2834207 Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2838201 Agent: Pat Manfra MLS: 2835441 Agent: Betty Ann Keller MLS: 2837025

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2831893 Agent: Jocelyne Holden MLS: 2836062 Agent: Sharon Steele MLS: 2819913 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2836139

Agent: Elaine Demyen MLS: 2837006 Agent: Kristine Zimmermann MLS: 2837555 Agent: Sharon Steele MLS: 2835040 Agent: Gary Celeste MLS: 2835911

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 3/13 1-4PM
342 S Union Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 3/13 1-4PM
2069 Arrowwood Dr

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 3/13 1-4PM
201 Hazel Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 3/13 1-4PM
217 Massachusetts St

Congrats Chris Barber
On State Championship

We would like to congratulate Chris-
tian Barber for becoming NJISSA State
Wrestling Champ in Atlantic City.

Kudos must also be given to Christian’s
family, especially his Dad. For many
years, Jeff has spent countless hours train-
ing Christian in addition, to spending a
great deal of money and time making
sure that Christian received professional
training.

Enjoy this well-deserved achievement.

Delpopolo Family (Joyce,
Dominick, Nick, and Helen)

Westfield

A Letter to
the Editor

Author, Ghost Investigator
McManus to Speak at UCC
CRANFORD – On Sunday, March

13, Craig McManus, author of “The
Ghosts of Cape May” Book 1, 2, and
3, as well as “400 Years of the Ghosts
of Cape May,” and renowned ghost
investigator will speak at the Roy
Smith Theater on the college’s
Cranford campus, as part of the Union
County College Alumni Association
Authors Series.

Mr. McManus will discuss New
Jersey hauntings, his investigations
into historical homes in Cape May
and locally, and his experiences with
the spirit world. The lecture will be
followed by a reception with the au-
thor.

McManus has been featured in the
New York Daily News, the New York

Times, the Press of Atlantic City, the
Star Ledger, the Record, (201) Maga-
zine, New Jersey Monthly and Martha
Stewart Living Magazine. He has also
appeared on various television seg-
ments to discuss his books and his
investigations.

This event is free and open to the
public. Seating is limited. Call (908)
709-7066 or email guerin@ucc.edu
to reserve a seat. The campus is lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

The Alumni Association Author
Series is made possible by a grant
from the Roy W. Smith Public Affairs
and Cultural Endowment Fund.

For more information about Union
County College, or for directions, go
to www.ucc.edu.

Candidate Friedman Offers Thoughts
On Westfield BOE Budgeting

Let’s give it a try! It is that time of the
year again, the time when school boards
all over New Jersey put in the extra hours
to develop a budget that will support the
efforts of the local schools and be passed
by the community. Since I am running for
the school board in the election on
Wednesday, April 27th, I would like to
offer you my thoughts on this process and
the approach that I wish we could adopt in
Westfield.

“Zero-based budgeting” as described
in Wikipedia is a technique of planning
and decision-making which reverses the
working process of traditional budget-
ing. In traditional incremental budgeting,
departmental managers justify only in-
creases over the previous year budget and
what has been already spent is automati-
cally sanctioned. By contrast, in zero-
based budgeting, every department func-
tion is reviewed comprehensively and all
expenditures must be approved, rather
than only increases. No reference is made
to the previous level of expenditure.

What a concept! Now, I realize that our
Westfield School Board is not the only
governmental organization to approach
the budget process by using the prior year
as the base. In fact, it is my perception that
almost all governments, school boards
and the like follow the same process. But
why? When I manage my finances, I do
not start with how much I spent last year.
I plan my future spending based on what
my future revenues are expected to be
and I plan to save something for a rainy
day.

News came this week that the prelimi-
nary school budget will be roughly 2
percent greater than last year, a total of
$92 million. Let me say, I fully support
the best quality education that we can
possibly provide for the kids of Westfield.
I support compensating our teachers, ad-
ministrators and support staff fairly.

What I cannot support however; is an
organization that continues to choose to
spend beyond its means. I am looking
forward to hearing all of the details of this
budget process but I would have pre-
ferred to have seen a budget that was flat
with last year, if not below, despite the
fact that we received more aid from the
state in the amount of $845,000.

That brings us back to the zero based
budget idea. We should give it a try. We
should have every administrator in every
school in the district sit down and justify
every single dollar that is spent within
their four walls and the board should do
the same with the centralized spending
that happens at the district level. I would
find it very hard to believe that on a $92
million budget, we could not find spend-
ing to be taken out. If it means that we
need to go back to the teachers for their
support, then so be it. We cannot continue
to spend every dollar that we take in
without establishing a cushion for the
future. We are looking down the tracks at
a train called “increasing enrollments”
and if we do not prepare now, we will
have an even bigger problem in a few
years.

Yes, we have a great town and people
have moved here and expanded their fami-
lies here, but if we do not keep up with the
growth and continue to make some diffi-
cult decisions now, we will not be pre-
pared for the future.

I want to bring creative thinking to our
board. I do not want to be part of the “we
do not do that here” mentality. I want to
be part of the “ that’s a good idea, let’s
give it a try”, mentality. Give it a try;
please vote for Mark Friedman on April
27th. You can reach me via email at
VoteforFriedman@gmail.com and you
can follow me on Facebook.

Mark Friedman
Candidate, Westfield BOE

DeAnna Named to
Drew U Dean’s List

MADISON - Drew University has
named the following student to its
Dean’s List for the Fall 2010 semes-
ter: Marissa DeAnna of
Mountainside.

In order to qualify for the Dean’s
List, students must earn a grade point
average of 3.4 or above, which is
equivalent to a B+ or better.


