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WF’s Barber Wins 152-lb State Crown, Cougar Giaccio Breaks CHS Career Win Record
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I thought I finished. I thought I
had a takedown too. I thought the ref
called it, but it doesn’t matter if you
win 15-1 or 1-0. I won the match, and
I am moving on,” Barber said. “Three
matches to go!”

Barber recorded a walk-around
takedown and an escape on Jefferson’s
Mike Monarque, who entered the bout
with a 37-1 record, then controlled
him from the top, while attempting to
turn him to his back to win a 3-0
decision.

“Right now, I am trying to build up
as much points an I can. I don’t want
to leave any close matches. All kids
in my weight class are pretty much
the same level as me. I just have to
show that I am a little better than
them,” Barber said.

Third-ranked, 33-1 Conor Brennan
(Brick Township), whom Barber de-
feated, 5-3, in the All-Star Invita-
tional on January 30, attempted to
block his passage in the semifinals.
Brennan got the jump with a first-
period takedown, but Barber battled
to tie the bout, 3-3, to force overtime.
After a standing first period, Barber
controlled Brennan from the top for
30 seconds, then escaped in the third
period to earn a 4-3 victory and a trip
to the championship bout.

“The top work that I have been
doing the last couple of weeks helped
me,” Barber said. “Without that 30-

second ride-out, I am not making it to
the state finals. I am really happy
right now. I have one more match. It’s
not over yet!”

Looking toward facing his familiar
foe (Geoghegan) for all the marbles,
Barber said, “I slipped up the last time,
but I feel like I have this match. I feel
very confident. I have to be more
stingy on escape points and ride-outs.”

Last year, Coach Kurz had Barber
bouncing up a weight class or even
two to face some of the state’s best
wrestlers to prepare him for the golden
moment.

“He had a tough schedule. No doubt
about it! He didn’t have an easy road.
Conor Brennan is a tough kid. That
kid, Sebastian, you are going to be
hearing about him, but mentally, he
was tough enough to get the job done
today,” Coach Kurz said.

Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio re-
corded a 12-4, majority decision over
Mike Marotti (West Essex), then de-
feated Mike Maye (Bergen Catholic),
8-2, in the 119-lb pre-quarterfinals to
become the Cranford High School all-
time winningest wrestler with 129

career victories, previously owned by
Greg Donofrio (128 – 2002).

“It is sweet to have! I should have
had it for a while now. It’s great to be
the most winningest wrestler in
Cranford history,” Giaccio com-
mented.

But Giaccio knew he had a very
large obstacle facing him next in top-
seeded and returning state champion
Rob Deutsch of Eastern.

“I am very excited. I have a lot of
excited energy,” Giaccio said.

“Breaking the school record for
wins was a goal that he had in the
back of his mind. It is not something
that he goes and thinks about. He
doesn’t have it on his mind this week-
end. He is focused on wrestling one
match at a time and reaching his
overall goal of placing in the states.
He’s got a big match coming up, and
he’s got some confidence, which is
good going into that match,” Coach
Head Coach Darren Torsone said.

Deutsch used his takedown ability
to defeat Giaccio, 12-2, then claimed
his second title with a 7-4 victory
over Troy Heilmann (South
Plainfield). Giaccio was holding a 2-
0 lead over Bill Hagany (High Point)
but got caught hanging his head too
low, allowing Hagany to record a fall.

In his 160-lb pre-quarterfinal bout,
Cougar JP Christiano took a 2-0 lead
on Alex Cimiluca (Glen Rock) with a

takedown.
“I got in on a single leg, stood it up,

and he was doing good defense, so I
just lifted him in the air. He lost his
balance, and I got two,” Christiano
explained.

But the bout was tied, 4-4, in regu-

lation to force overtime.
“It was actually stupid on my part.

We got into a scramble. I got out in
front, and I actually locked around
his body and gave up an illegal point.
He was actually ahead. At the begin-
ning of the third [period], he went
neutral. He didn’t want to go on top
of me and it was tied, 4-4,” Christiano
described. “I knew I had to pull some-
thing out of my hat to win the match.”

Christiano certainly did pull some-
thing out of his hat when he used a
peculiar leg catch to pin Cimiluca 30
seconds into the overtime.

“It’s a shin whizzer tilt that coach
taught over the summer. I latched
onto it,” Christiano said.

Christiano seemed to be unfazed
by the crowd and took everything in
stride.

“I have been wrestling good guys
all year, so I pretty much know this
level of competition. Coach told me
‘don’t look up into the stands, and I
will do alright,’ ” he said.

After losing his quarterfinal bout
to Steve Nelson (Haddon Township),

Christiano dropped a close, 4-2, de-
cision to Kalyph Hardy (Central
Township) in the wrestlebacks.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, at 103-
lbs, recorded a second-period escape
and a takedown to hold onto a 3-2
decision over Zach Valcarce (Lower

Cape May).
“I tried to be offensive. He was

tough to get in on a shot. I got one
takedown, but I couldn’t keep it go-
ing,” Kalimtzis said. “He was tough
on his feet, and he was pretty good on
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2011 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP

On Our New Soccer Only Turf Field
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS
$15.00 Per Camper

If Registered By
April 1st

THIS YEAR: High School Elite Week
For boys and girls, grades 9-12 (optional session II only)

SESSION  I  —  JULY  11-15
SESSION II  —  JULY 25-29

Camp Director: Tom Breznitsky
Boys’ Varsity Coach & SCANJ Hall of Fame

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Top 5 Winningest Coaches in NJ

FEES:  Grades 1-4: $135/session; $250/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $185/session; $350/both sessions

HOURS:  Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am - 3:00pm (grade going into in Sept.)

FEATURES:  Co-Ed • Grades 1-11 • Novice to Advanced
Ability Grouping • Tactical Camp for Teens

Indoor Facilities

TO CONTACT CAMP: Please call (908) 322-6102
Email: Raidercamp@verizon.net  • website: www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

Applications available at website

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

MASSAGE FOR MEN & WOMEN

GRAND OPENING WELLNESS CENTER

SPECIAL for WOMEN
90 Minutes Only $60

198 NORTH AVE EAST

CRANFORD, NJ 07016  908-229-8018

(FRONT BASEMENT)

1HOUR BODY WORK ONLY $45
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING UNDERNEATH…Cougar senior Matt DiGiovanni, right, gets underneath in a takedown attempt against
Parker Meytrott of Montville in the 145-lb wrestlebacks. DiGiovanni pulled out a 3-2 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING THE DISTANCE IN THE BOUT…Cougar junior JP Christiano, left, pinned Alex Cimiluca of Glen Rock Saddle
Brook in overtime with a shin whizzer tilt in the 160-lb pre-quarterfinals at Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOVING ON TO THE NEXT ROUND…Linden heavyweight Austin Frank, top, defeated Trent Hampton of Pennsville,
8-3, to advance to the pre-quarterfinals. Frank also won a bout in the wrestlebacks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING IT OUT FOR ADVANCEMENT…Vic Pozsonyi of Roselle Park, left, and Dillon Geoghegan of Brearley battle
for advancement in the 171-lb wrestlebacks. Pozsonyi won a 2-1 ultimate tiebreaker and went on to place seventh.


