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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirty-five years ago (1976) the
Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Dal-
las Cowboys in Super Bowl 10, the
Philadelphia Flyers ice hockey team
defeated the Soviet Red Army team,
4-1, the Toronto Blue Jays were cre-
ated, Gerald Ford was President, the
National Basketball League and the
American Basketball League agreed
on a merger, and Westfield’s Chuck
Cosenza won the 148-lb state wres-
tling title under the guidance of Head
Coach Gary Kehler.

On March 6, that long drought of
Westfield “Stateless Champions”
ended when Blue Devil Christian
Barber recorded an escape in the first
30-second overtime period, then con-
trolled Devin Geoghegan of David
Brearley throughout the third over-
time period to claim a 3-2 decision
and the 152-lb crown witnessed by a
crowd of 10,288 at the NJSIAA cham-
pionship at Boardwalk Hall in Atlan-
tic City.

“It was a great win for Christian
Barber. It was a great win for our
program. I didn’t want to win this
match to end a drought. We wanted to
win this match, because Christian
Barber deserved it. He put in the time
for years. This has been a long time
coming. It’s good to see that hard
work pays off. We teach our kids, if
you do the right thing, you are going
to be rewarded. Clearly, that’s what
happened here,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

“This feeling is awesome. Through-
out my whole life, I have been wres-

tling for it. Ever since freshman year
when I was witness to this event, I
knew I wanted to be here,” Barber
said. “I didn’t think I wrestled that
great of a match, but when I got done,
I was state champ. That’s what mat-
ters.”

This was the fifth showdown on
the mats with these two competitors,
and now Barber had won four, but all
five bouts were very close.

“Coming into the match wrestling
Geoghegan for the fifth time, I knew
it was going to be close. I had to do
what I could right at the end, when I
was holding onto the leg. My top
riding has improved. I think last year,

that was probably my weakness. I
wasn’t able to turn kids. I wasn’t able
to hold kids down for more that 10
seconds, but over the summer, I
worked on my top and bottom too. It
really helped,” Barber explained. “I
screamed as hard as I could when I
became state champ.”

Barber’s journey to the finals was
no easy cruise, as several of New
Jersey’s best wrestlers stood in his
way. His first step was a 7-1 decision
over Tyler Mealy (Becton-
Wallington) where he recorded three
takedowns, while demonstrating his
top-control proficiency. Next, Bar-
ber recorded a slip-under reversal on

fourth-ranked John Sebastian (Bergen
Catholic) then demonstrated his stin-
giness by riding him out the entire
third period to grab a 2-0 decision to
advance to the quarterfinals.

“I have to be at this tournament,
stingy with my points. I don’t want to
give any points. I gave Geoghegan [in
the Region 3 championship bout] three
stand-ups, and that cost me the match,
so I learned from that. I am looking to
win big each match,” Barber said.

In his bout with Sebastian, Barber
thought he had a takedown in the
first period, but the ref did not award
the points.

MILLER GETS 6 STEALS, 5 ASSTS; GOELLER 5 ASSTS

Cougars’ Press, Assists Grind
Millburn Lady Cagers, 64-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pressure basketball right from the
start combined with a multitude of
assists put the fourth-seeded Cranford
High School Lady Cougars on a di-
rect path to a 64-34 victory the over
fifth-seeded Millburn Millers in the
second round of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 Tournament in
Cranford on March 3.

Cranford’s vicious pressure tactics
totally ground the Lady Millers’ of-
fensive game to a halt, while their
versatile offensive approach allowed
the Cougars to consistently find an
open man en route to a 23-3 advan-
tage after in the first quarter.

The pressure tactics led to 11 Cou-
gar steals in the first three quarters,
and junior Morgan Miller had the
busiest fingers with six steals and two
blocked shots.

“We were trying to read their eyes
to know where they were passing. I
was trying to get a hand on it. Even if
I don’t get the steal, at least you get a
deflection and maybe one of your
teammates will get the steal,” Miller
explained. “We definitely wanted to
come out with a lot of intensity from
the beginning and give them no hope
that they would be able to win the
game.”

“We didn’t press at all this whole
season, so [we thought] the state tour-

nament is coming. Why not? We have
been really working on our zone de-
fense. We have really been working
on our press, and the girls did a great
job,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Offensively, with Miller and sopho-
more guard Jenna Goeller switching
at the point, the Millers found the
strategy difficult to defend. Goeller,
who finished with 11 points, includ-
ing three 3-pointers, had two steals
and also came through with five as-
sists – four came in the first quarter.
Miller sank 13 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and also distrib-
uted five assists.

“We have been working on putting
Morgan at the point so Jenna can get
more of her shots off and try to get
into a flow. Sometimes Morgan will
bring it up the floor, and sometimes
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTAINING THAT MAGIC NUMBER…Cougar Joe Giaccio, right, has his hand raised by the ref after defeating Mike
Maye of Bergen Catholic, 8-2, in the 119-lb pre-quarterfinals at the NJSIAA championships. With that victory, Giaccio set
a new all-time Cranford High School record for career victories with 129.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON DEFENSE…Cougar sophomore forward Kate McGovern had
four rebounds, a steal and four points against the Millburn Millers in a 64-34
Cranford win.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR THE 152-LB CROWN…Westfield Blue Devil Christian Barber, right, and Brearley’s Devin Geoghegan
met for the fifth time this season in the NJSIAA 152-lb title bout in Atlantic City. Barber defeated Geoghegan, 3-2, in overtime
to claim the crown.


