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MILLER GETS 6 STEALS, 5 ASSTS; GOELLER 5 ASSTS

Cougars’ Press, Assists Grind
Millburn Lady Cagers, 64-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pressure basketball right from the
start combined with a multitude of
assists put the fourth-seeded Cranford
High School Lady Cougars on a di-
rect path to a 64-34 victory the over
fifth-seeded Millburn Millers in the
second round of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 Tournament in
Cranford on March 3.

Cranford’s vicious pressure tactics
totally ground the Lady Millers’ of-
fensive game to a halt, while their
versatile offensive approach allowed
the Cougars to consistently find an
open man en route to a 23-3 advan-
tage after in the first quarter.

The pressure tactics led to 11 Cou-
gar steals in the first three quarters,
and junior Morgan Miller had the
busiest fingers with six steals and two
blocked shots.

“We were trying to read their eyes
to know where they were passing. I
was trying to get a hand on it. Even if
I don’t get the steal, at least you get a
deflection and maybe one of your
teammates will get the steal,” Miller
explained. “We definitely wanted to
come out with a lot of intensity from
the beginning and give them no hope
that they would be able to win the
game.”

“We didn’t press at all this whole
season, so [we thought] the state tour-
nament is coming. Why not? We have
been really working on our zone de-
fense. We have really been working
on our press, and the girls did a great
job,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer
said.

Offensively, with Miller and sopho-
more guard Jenna Goeller switching
at the point, the Millers found the

strategy difficult to defend. Goeller,
who finished with 11 points, includ-
ing three 3-pointers, had two steals
and also came through with five as-
sists – four came in the first quarter.
Miller sank 13 points, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and also distrib-
uted five assists.

“We have been working on putting
Morgan at the point so Jenna can get
more of her shots off and try to get
into a flow. Sometimes Morgan will
bring it up the floor, and sometimes
Jenna will bring it up the floor. It
works better when there is not one
person in one specific position,”
Coach Dyer said.

Sophomore Jess McCoy (7 re-
bounds, 3 assists, steal) was the re-
cipient of several of those assists and
finished with a game-high 16 points.

“I usually look for Morgan or Jess,
because they are always taking nice
cuts. Morgan is always open on the 3-
point line for a shot,” said Goeller,
who added, “They went to me as
well.”

Both teams entered the showdown
with 20-5 records, so such a lopsided
score may not have been expected in
the beginning.

“Our conference is very competi-
tive, and we were very prepared for
this game, because of how competi-
tive it is,” Goeller said.

The Cougars eased up on the press
in the second quarter, and Lady Mill-
ers did, however, show that they were
competitive by winning the quarter,
22-17, which included an 11-2 run.

“When we eased up a little, they
got some easy looks, and we needed
to focus on coming with intensity,”
Miller said.

The Cougars returned to the pres-

sure tactics to win the third quarter,
12-6. McCoy rolled in six points, and
freshman Mairead McKeary, who fin-
ished with 11 points, sank four points,
while sophomore Kate McGovern (3
rebounds, 4 points) added a lay-up.

After the first few minutes of the
fourth quarter, the Cougars gave their
entire bench an opportunity to see
action, and the result was a 12-3 ad-
vantage. Sara Gugliucci scored the
Cougars’ final seven points. Carly
Mauchione added an assist and a pair
of thefts.

Miller was especially pleased to
see all of her teammates get a chance
to see action in a second-round state
playoff game. “It’s definitely a good
feeling. It boosts our confidence a
little, but what we need to take away
from this game is being intense all the
time. We can’t let it get to our head at
all,” she said.

As they have been doing most of
the season, the Cougars were quite
proficient from the foul line, hitting
14-for-17 for 82 percent.

“We take a lot of free throws in
practice. A lot! When we do things,
when we do two girls, they need to
make 10 before they get a drink. An-
other two girls, they need to make 10
before they get a drink,” Coach Dyer
said.

Cranford’s next stop was to be at
Chatham, 61-36 winners over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, on March 5 to play
the top-seeded Cougars, with their
star player Amanda Berntsen.

Miller said, “I think they are defi-
nitely beatable. We just have to ex-
ecute the whole game and not have
any mental lapses.”
Millburn   3 22   6   3 34
Cranford 23 17 12 12 64

Cager Bryan Dougher Named
All-America East 2nd Team
STONY BROOK, N.Y. – Junior

guard Bryan Dougher (Scotch Plains)
of the Stony Brook men’s basketball
team has been named to the All-
America East Second Team for the
second straight year prior to the start
of the America East Championship.

Dougher was Stony Brook’s lead-
ing scorer during the regular season,
averaging 13.2 points per game, while
shooting 35.7 percent from three-point
range. He also led the team in three-
pointers made (81), assists (60), steals
(27) and free throw shooting (.863).

Dougher ranked 11th in America
East in scoring, second in free throw
shooting and second in three-point-

ers made per game (2.8). Dougher
has had four 20-point games this
season and has buried five or more
three-pointers in a game seven times,
including four times during confer-
ence play.

Dougher has played 91 career
games at Stony Brook and is the
school’s all-time leader in three-point-
ers made with 242. He is also the
program’s 21st student-athlete to
record 1,000 career points and is now
11th all-time in scoring with 1,161
points. In addition to his two All-
Conference honors, he was named to
the America East All-Rookie team as
a freshman in 2009.

WF 8th Boys Place Second
In Teaneck Hoops Tourney

The Westfield 8th grade boys “A”
basketball team, coached by Keith
Gabloff, finished second in the
Teaneck Youth Basketball Presidents
Week Tournament after losing in the
championship game in overtime, 59-
53, to Tha Ballers, an AAU team
from Linden.

Westfield raised the level of their
play to match the intensity of the
high-flying Ballers. Kelly Hogan and
Sean Elliott led Westfield with 21
points and 15 points, respectively.
Hogan was named the winner of the
Sportsmanship Award for his out-
standing play in a losing effort. Point
guard Danny Mitchell directed the
Westfield offense and distributed the
ball effectively under intense pres-
sure Linden. As time ran down in

regulation and Tha Ballers leading
by three, 51-48, Westfield moved
the ball to the open man, Eli
Wirtshafter, who sank a 3-pointer to
tie the score, 51-51, and force over-
time. Linden outscored Westfield in
the three-minute overtime, 8-2, to
secure the victory.

Westfield also got excellent play
and big baskets from Colin Dursee,
Pat Culhane and Danny McHugh.
Sean Brennan battled hard under the
boards to secure rebounds and Kevin
Irving navigated through the Linden
pressure with quickness and heady
passes. Westfield players who missed
the game were Jack Bunting and
Mitchell Figueroa.

The championship game was a
rematch of an earlier pool-play game,
also won by Tha Ballers, 44-41.
Westfield advanced to the champi-
onship game for the rematch against
Tha Ballers with hard fought victo-
ries against the Hackensack Com-
ets, 50-44, and the Gym Ratz, 53-39.

Westfield’s overall season record
currently stands at 34-5 as the team
looks forward to league playoff tour-
naments in both the Garden State
League and the Central Jersey
League.

Summers to Compete
In Ski Championships
WARWICK, NY. – The New Jer-

sey Ski Racing Association (NJSRA)
has announced its JIV Champions
that will compete in the 2011 Eastern
Region Championships.

Westfield resident, Tom Summers,
age 12, will be among the NJSRA
racers who will now advance to com-
petition amongst the top 160 ski rac-
ers on the East Coast on March 20-22
at the Waterville Valley Resort in
New Hampshire. This is Summers’
first year attending the Eastern Re-
gion Championships and third con-
secutive year as a part of the State Ski
Team.

Summers has competed in four
qualifier races over the winter, skiing
slalom and giant slalom at Hidden
Valley (Vernon), and Mountain Creek
(Vernon) and his home mountain of
Mount Peter (Warwick, NY). He fin-
ished in third place (3) times and
seventh place, respectively.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!
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WESTFIELD $949,000
Beautifully maintained 10Rm home w/4BR, 3 1/2
BA, 2 FamRms, all year sun rm, Stonehenge area,
Close to town, schools, transp. MLS 2834781

WESTFIELD $929,000
Commuters dream! Magnificent 5BR, 4 1/2BA
Victorian impeccably renovated thru out incl
kit, bths, bsmt, porches & more! MLS 2835830

WESTFIELD $850,000
Lg 4BR, 2 1/2BA Cust Col-Huge FR w/fpl, radi-
ant ht flr, EIK opens to prch/patio, hot tub, new
roof '05, updtd elec, 3-zone heat. MLS 2832272

WESTFIELD $799,000
Pristine & lovingly maintained by its original
owners, this 4BR, 3 Bath home backs to park
land offering serene views. MLS 2834863

WESTFIELD $750,000
5 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath Colonial, Large rooms,
maple floors, chestnut trim, 2 fireplaces,
124x135 lot. MLS 2834909

WESTFIELD $739,000
Vintage turn of the century Victorian blends
classic charm and modern updates. 3BRs with
2nd floor office, 2 1/2 baths. MLS 2835457

SCOTCH PLAINS $739,000
Pristine 4BR, 3.1Bth Center Hall Colonial, Eat-
in Kit, FamRm, Many upgrades, Park-like setting
in Stirling Chase Community. MLS 2836684

WESTFIELD $629,000
Charming home w/4BR, 3BA,Beautiful & private
100x140 lot, close to schools, Master suite addi-
tion, Finished basement. MLS 2832395

WESTFIELD $549,900
Great Westfield location! 4BR, 2.1 Bath Split
level, Meticulous condition, Many upgrades,
Spacious and comfortable. MLS 2836672

GARWOOD $359,000
Adorable 3BR Colonial w/Chestnut trim, New
roof, windows & siding, Updated bath &
kitchen,Walk-up attic, 2-car gar. MLS 2833806

NORTH PLAINFIELD $359,000
Very deceiving 4 Bedroom Colonial,
Professional Kitchen, great lot & location,
Open floor plan. MLS 2835539

NORTH PLAINFIELD $289,000
Meadowbrook Colonial, 3BRs, 2 baths, Hrdwd
Flrs, CAC, Updated kitchen & baths, 2 blocks
to NYC bus & East End School . MLS 2835136
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Public Open House Sunday, March 13th, 2:00— 5:00pm 

        Rebecca Wampler, Sales Associate
      908-233-8380, Direct Dial 
     NJAR Distinguished Sales Club

522 Summit Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 
A commuter’s dream, this completely renovated Westfield Colonial mingles vintage charm 
with today’s desirable features. The living room with stone fireplace framed by bookcases 
flows to the formal dining room. Relax in the sunny den or spacious family room that 
opens to the stunning kitchen accented with cherry cabinets, granite counters, stainless 
steel appliances & breakfast room. Private spaces include a master bedroom with lovely 
bath, three more bedrooms & another full bath. There is a mud room, full basement with 
powder room & a delightful fenced yard. An incredibly convenient location, one block 
from commuter transportation and downtown Westfield, add to the allure of this home. 
Presented for $835,000. Dir: Park to Summit

Westfield Office ● 600 North Avenue, West 
908-233-0065 

See Cranford/Millburn
story on the Cranford
Online Sports section of
The Westfield Leader –
goleader.com

*****
Click “Cranford Sports”

at bottom of page
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANGEROUS OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY…Cougar sophomore guard Jess McCoy, No. 20, scored a game-
high 16 points and added seven rebounds, three assists and a steal against the Lady Millburn Millers.


