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Blue Devil Christian Barber Nips Brearley’s Geoghegan in OT for NJSIAA 152-lb Mat Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

as much points an I can. I don’t want
to leave any close matches. All kids in
my weight class are pretty much the
same level as me. I just have to show
that I am a little better than them,”
Barber said.

Third-ranked, 33-1 Conor Brennan
(Brick Township), whom Barber de-
feated, 5-3, in the All-Star Invita-
tional on January 30, attempted to
block his passage in the semifinals.
Brennan got the jump with a first-
period takedown, but Barber battled
to tie the bout, 3-3, to force overtime.
After a standing first period, Barber
controlled Brennan from the top for
30 seconds, then escaped in the third
period to earn a 4-3 victory and a trip
to the championship bout.

“The top work that I have been
doing the last couple of weeks helped
me,” Barber said. “Without that 30-
second ride-out, I am not making it to
the state finals. I am really happy
right now. I have one more match. It’s
not over yet!”

Looking toward facing his familiar
foe (Geoghegan) for all the marbles,
Barber said, “I slipped up the last
time, but I feel like I have this match.
I feel very confident. I have to be
more stingy on escape points and
ride-outs.”

Last year, Coach Kurz had Barber
bouncing up a weight class or even
two to face some of the state’s best
wrestlers to prepare him for the golden
moment.

“He had a tough schedule. No doubt
about it! He didn’t have an easy road.
Conor Brennan is a tough kid. That
kid, Sebastian, you are going to be
hearing about him, but mentally, he
was tough enough to get the job done
today,” Coach Kurz said.

Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio re-
corded a 12-4, majority decision over
Mike Marotti (West Essex), then de-
feated Mike Maye (Bergen Catho-
lic), 8-2, in the 119-lb. pre-
quarterfinals to become the Cranford
High School all-time winningest
wrestler with 129 career victories,
previously owned by Greg Donofrio
(128 – 2002).

“It is sweet to have! I should have
had it for a while now. It’s great to be
the most winningest wrestler in
Cranford history,” Giaccio com-
mented.

But Giaccio knew he had a very
large obstacle facing him next in top-
seeded and returning state champion
Rob Deutsch of Eastern.

“I am very excited. I have a lot of

excited energy,” Giaccio said.
“Breaking the school record for

wins was a goal that he had in the
back of his mind. It is not something
that he goes and thinks about. He
doesn’t have it on his mind this week-
end. He is focused on wrestling one
match at a time and reaching his over-
all goal of placing in the states. He’s
got a big match coming up, and he’s
got some confidence, which is good
going into that match,” Coach Head
Coach Darren Torsone said.

Deutsch used his takedown ability
to defeat Giaccio, 12-2, then claimed
his second title with a 7-4 victory
over Troy Heilmann (South
Plainfield). Giaccio was holding a 2-
0 lead over Bill Hagany (High Point),
but got caught hanging his head too
low, allowing Hagany to record a fall.

In his 160-lb. pre-quarterfinal bout,
Cougar JP Christiano took a 2-0 lead
on Alex Cimiluca (Glen Rock) with a
takedown.

“I got in on a single leg, stood it up,
and he was doing good defense, so I
just lifted him in the air. He lost his
balance, and I got two,” Christiano
explained.

But the bout was tied, 4-4, in regu-
lation to force overtime.

“It was actually stupid on my part.
We got into a scramble. I got out in
front, and I actually locked around
his body and gave up an illegal point.
He was actually ahead. At the begin-
ning of the third [period], he went

neutral. He didn’t want to go on top of
me and it was tied, 4-4,” Christiano
described. “I knew I had to pull some-
thing out of my hat to win the match.”

Christiano certainly did pull some-
thing out of his hat when he used a
peculiar leg catch to pin Cimiluca 30
seconds into the overtime.

“It’s a shin whizzer tilt that coach
taught over the summer. I latched
onto it,” Christiano said.

Christiano seemed to be unfazed
by the crowd and took everything in
stride.

“I have been wrestling good guys
all year, so I pretty much know this
level of competition. Coach told me
‘don’t look up into the stands, and I
will do alright,’ ” he said.

After losing his quarterfinal bout
to Steve Nelson (Haddon Township),
Christiano dropped a close, 4-2, deci-
sion to Kalyph Hardy (Central Town-
ship) in the wrestlebacks.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, at 103

lbs., recorded a second-period escape
and a takedown to hold onto a 3-2
decision over Zach Valcarce (Lower
Cape May).

“I tried to be offensive. He was
tough to get in on a shot. I got one
takedown, but I couldn’t keep it go-
ing,” Kalimtzis said. “He was tough
on his feet, and he was pretty good on
bottom. I was having trouble turning
him with a half [nelson]”

Kalimtzis did, however, nearly get
a second takedown, which would have
given him a cushion

“I was trying to build a good lead,
but I didn’t finish it. It lets me know
the next match, I am going to need to
get that done,” he said.

Kalimtzis dropped a 6-4, overtime
bout to Joe Ghione (Brick Memorial)
in the pre-quarterfinals, then lost, 5-
3, to Carl Buttitta (JFK-Iselin) in the
wrestleback.

Cranford Cougar Matt DiGiovanni
was edged, 2-1, in the 145-lb. pre-
quarterfinals by Ray Bethea (Trenton
Central), but recovered to defeat
Parker Meytrott (Montville), 3-2, in
the first-round wrestleback. His abil-
ity to counter several switch reversal
attempts won him the bout.

“I was practicing switching a lot. I
am comfortable in that position, and
I have to be confident in my top
[position]. If I can hold anyone down
here, I can do the best I can,”
DiGiovanni said.

DiGiovanni lost his final bout to

Pelal Deeb (Passaic Tech).
Linden Head Coach Anthony

Reinoso was wondering how his
heavyweight, Austin Frank, would
react to the crown, since it was Frank’s
first experience competing in Atlan-
tic City.

“He is a senior, and I am hoping
that he is not just happy to be here,”
Coach Reinoso said.

Frank responded well with an 8-3
decision over Trent Hampton
(Pennsville) before losing in the pre-
quarterfinals to Greg Velasco
(Keyport), who finished third. Frank
regrouped and defeated Cody Melton
(Northern Burlington), 7-1, in the
wrestleback.

“It’s great to be down here, but at
the same time, I have to stay focused
and come down here and do what I

want to do. Every match, it’s great to
get out there and wrestle. I love this
sport, and it’s fun to be out there,”
Frank said. “One match at a time!”

Frank’s chance to make the top-
eight came up one bout short with a 7-
3 loss to Peter Wolmart (Randolph).

Cranford’s Kyle Markovich
dropped a 9-6 decision to Vinnie
Leone (Marlboro) in the 130-lb. pre-
liminaries.

Along with Barber, Region 3 had
two other champions in Brendan Calas
(Seton Hall Prep – 103 lbs.) and An-
thony Ashnault (South Plainfield –
112 lbs.). Westfield’s Anthony Pafumi
(St. Peter’s Prep) placed fifth at 171
lbs., and Vic Pozsonyi (Roselle Park)
finished seventh. Plainfield’s Dawud
Hicks placed fifth at 189 lbs., and
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Westfield…Shackamaxon Area. Fantastic 9 room colonial w/4 bedrooms, 3 ½ updated baths and the most welcoming amenities a home could offer.
Sunlit bathed rooms, hardwood floors, cove molding & wainscoting, impeccable décor. The warmth and character unfolds with the gracious foyer,
living room w/ 2 double French doors  to  private English garden, and formal dining room  The expansive kitchen offers updated cabinetry, counters,
appliances and dining area overlooking deck and pristine yard. Family room w/French doors to the deck, charming porch/breezeway and rec room with
wet bar add additional personal space to relax. The basement also features a laundry room and full bath. CAC, 2 CG, beautiful setting.      $940,000.

Westfield...Very special townhome in Eastgate Square. Spa-
cious (approx. 2,100s.f.) w/ 3 bedrooms & 2.5 baths with gas
fireplace in FamRm open to Kitchen with SubZero and corian.
Huge, finished basement(32'x21'). Master suite with sitting
room. Beautiful moldings throughout. 2 car garage. Private patio
area. 2nd floor laundry room. $649,000.

Westfield...Vintage, turn of the century victorian with lovely
wrap around porch, original charm and beautiful updates.
Gorgeous kitchen with butler pantry. Beautiful woodwork and
moldings throughout. CAC. Finished basement with rec room,
laundry and storage. Truly elegant! $739,000.

Westfield...Vintage, turn of the century Victorian with exquis-
ite features, large lot, low taxes and wonderful location. Stun-
ning, inlaid parquet floors, pocket doors, wrap around porch, 7
bedrooms, 2 car garage. Huge rooms throughout. Being sold "As-
Is". Butler's pantry off kitchen and dining room. $1,100,000.

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555
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Open House This Sunday 1-4pm • 618 Maple Street

SOLD

 
    Date:   July 11th July 15th  
    Location: Roosevelt Intermediate  
                   School 
    Times: 9:00-3:00 
 

2011 Lady Blue Devil Soccer Camp 
Campers develop soccer intelligence in both technical skills (shooting, 

passing, trapping, juggling, heading and dribbling) and tactical 
awareness (learning to see, to understand and to resolve problems on 
the field). They learn from the best players and alumni the Lady Blue 
Devils soccer program has and they are exposed to a multitude of 

leadership and character building concepts they can cultivate for life.  

Character Building Camp:     Grades 3-4 (grade in September) 

Empowering Leaders Camp:  Grades 5-9     

                                Camp Features Include  
               Novice to Advanced          Camp T-Shirt, Ball & Evaluations  
             Indoor Facility       Daily Inspirational Videos 
             7:1 Camper/Staff ratio      Ability to purchase snacks & drinks 
             GK Training                 Folder of Daily Discussion Topics 

        Camp Director                     For More Information 
         Alex Schmidt                             LBDcamp@gmail.com               
WHS Head Girls Varsity Coach      www.ladybluedevilssoccer.com 
Tech. Director of Coaching for WSA                     (application online)  

     

 
FLO FITNESS 2011 Camp to feature Flo Fitness. Flo Fitness trainers have over 10 years 
experience helping athletes increase strength, flexibility, balance, and instruct on injury prevention. 
Athletes will learn numerous exercises specific to soccer.  N
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See more photos of the
NJSIAA Wrestling
Tournament on the
Cranford Online Sports
section of The Westfield
Leader – goleader.com

*****
Click “Cranford Sports”

at bottom of page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO TURN HIM WITH AN ARM BAR…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, top, tries to turn Zach Valcare of
Lower Cape May with an arm bar in his 103-lb. preliminary bout. Kalimtzis won, 3-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO BREAK A RECORD…Cougar Joe Giaccio, right, defeated Mike Maye of Bergen Catholic, 8-2, at 119 lbs. to
become the all-time winningest wrestler in Cranford High School history with 129 wins.


