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COUGAR GIACCIO BREAKS CRANFORD ALL-TIME CAREER WINS RECORD

Christian Barber Nips Geoghegan in OT
For NJSIAA 152-lb. Mat Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirty-five years ago (1976) the
Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Dal-
las Cowboys in Super Bowl 10, the
Philadelphia Flyers ice hockey team
defeated the Soviet Red Army team,
4-1, the Toronto Blue Jays were cre-
ated, Gerald Ford was President, the
National Basketball League and the
American Basketball League agreed
on a merger, and Westfield’s Chuck
Cosenza won the 148-lb. state wres-
tling title under the guidance of Head
Coach Gary Kehler.

On March 6, that long drought of
Westfield “Stateless Champions”
ended when Blue Devil Christian
Barber recorded an escape in the first
30-second overtime period, then con-
trolled Devin Geoghegan of David
Brearley throughout the third over-
time period to claim a 3-2 decision
and the 152-lb. crown witnessed by a
crowd of 10,288 at the NJSIAA cham-
pionship at Boardwalk Hall in Atlan-
tic City.

“It was a great win for Christian
Barber. It was a great win for our
program. I didn’t want to win this
match to end a drought. We wanted to
win this match because Christian
Barber deserved it. He put in the time
for years. This has been a long time
coming. It’s good to see that hard
work pays off. We teach our kids, if
you do the right thing, you are going
to be rewarded. Clearly, that’s what
happened here,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

“This feeling is awesome. Through-
out my whole life, I have been wres-
tling for it. Ever since freshman year
when I was witness to this event, I

knew I wanted to be here,” Barber
said. “I didn’t think I wrestled that
great of a match, but when I got done,
I was state champ. That’s what mat-
ters.”

This was the fifth showdown on
the mats with these two competitors,
and now Barber had won four, but all
five bouts were very close.

“Coming into the match wrestling
Geoghegan for the fifth time, I knew
it was going to be close. I had to do
what I could right at the end, when I
was holding onto the leg. My top
riding has improved. I think last year,
that was probably my weakness. I
wasn’t able to turn kids. I wasn’t able
to hold kids down for more that 10
seconds, but over the summer, I
worked on my top and bottom too. It
really helped,” Barber explained. “I
screamed as hard as I could when I
became state champ.”

Barber’s journey to the finals was
no easy cruise, as several of New
Jersey’s best wrestlers stood in his
way. His first step was a 7-1 decision
over Tyler Mealy (Becton-
Wallington) where he recorded three
takedowns, while demonstrating his
top-control proficiency. Next, Bar-
ber recorded a slip-under reversal on

fourth-ranked John Sebastian (Bergen
Catholic) then demonstrated his stin-
giness by riding him out the entire
third period to grab a 2-0 decision to
advance to the quarterfinals.

“I have to be at this tournament,
stingy with my points. I don’t want to
give any points. I gave Geoghegan [in
the Region 3 championship bout]
three stand-ups, and that cost me the
match, so I learned from that. I am
looking to win big each match,” Bar-
ber said.

In his bout with Sebastian, Barber
thought he had a takedown in the first
period, but the ref did not award the
points.

“I thought I finished. I thought I
had a takedown too. I thought the ref
called it, but it doesn’t matter if you
win 15-1 or 1-0. I won the match, and
I am moving on,” Barber said. “Three
matches to go!”

Barber recorded a walk-around
takedown and an escape on Jefferson’s
Mike Monarque, who entered the bout
with a 37-1 record, then controlled
him from the top, while attempting to
turn him to his back to win a 3-0
decision.

“Right now, I am trying to build up

OLIVER NETS 22 PTS, 6 ASSTS; JEGEDE NETS 19 PTS

Raider Boys Stop JFK Surge,
Win 63-56 in Sectional Hoops

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sparkling offensive play in the first
half and a 20-point lead after three
quarters was nearly overshadowed
when the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team
decided to relax its offense in its
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 open-
ing-round game against the JFK-
Iselin Mustangs in Scotch Plains on
March 1.

The 13-9 Mustangs answered with
a 19-2 run in the fourth quarter to

narrow the 19-8 Raiders’ lead to 58-
54, but senior Charles Oliver came to
the rescue with a driving lay-up with
less than two minutes on the clock,
then added three free throws in the
final 35 seconds to secure a 63-56
victory.

“I will take a little blame for that. I
kind of pulled the kids back. Pulled
the reins back! They had a tough time
turning it back on, but we got the
win,” Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty said.

The first-half sparkle came in the
name of 13 assists, and Oliver dished
out five of his team-high six assists
during that time. Although he had no
points in the first quarter, Oliver, who
finished with three steals and a
blocked shot, sank 15 of his team-
high 22 points in the second half.

Sophomore forward Tom Bonacum
(4 points, 4 rebounds) had three of his
four assists in the first quarter when
the Raiders took an 18-12 lead. Se-
nior Pat Dougher, who had three as-
sists, sank six of his nine points in the
first quarter and finished with four

rebounds and a blocked shot. The
Raiders would finish the game with
19 assists.

“We did a good job passing the
ball. We played excellently the first
half offensively, then we got a little
slow in the second half. We talked
about them trying to come after us.
They came out with a triangle-two
[defense], but we had other weapons
and were just playing together and
moving the ball,” Coach Doherty ex-
plained.

The Raiders’ inside weapon in the
first half was forward Matt Jegede
who finished with 19 points, three
blocked shots, two steals and two
assists. He rolled in 10 points in the
first quarter and added another seven
in the second quarter to give the Raid-
ers a 39-24 lead at the half. The first

2011 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP

On Our New Soccer Only Turf Field
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS
$15.00 Per Camper

If Registered By
April 1st

THIS YEAR: High School Elite Week
For boys and girls, grades 9-12 (optional session II only)

SESSION  I  —  JULY  11-15
SESSION II  —  JULY 25-29

Camp Director: Tom Breznitsky
Boys’ Varsity Coach & SCANJ Hall of Fame

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Top 5 Winningest Coaches in NJ

FEES:  Grades 1-4: $135/session; $250/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $185/session; $350/both sessions

HOURS:  Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am - 3:00pm (grade going into in Sept.)

FEATURES:  Co-Ed • Grades 1-11 • Novice to Advanced
Ability Grouping • Tactical Camp for Teens

Indoor Facilities

TO CONTACT CAMP: Please call (908) 322-6102
Email: Raidercamp@verizon.net  • website: www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

Applications available at website
Highest Overall Satisfaction For
Home Buyers Among National

Full service Real Estate Firms

A New Generation Of Positive, Professional & Tech-Savvy Realtors...
488 Springfield Avenue, Summit · 908-273-2991
36 Chatham Road, Short Hills · 973-376-0033

WE ARE BUILDING ON OUR SUCCESS AND PROUDLY INTRODUCE OUR WESTFIELD ALC

After only six years in the area, our Summit office is now the third most productive office in the entire MLS of 
2000 offices. We have brought our successful approach to Westfield and will soon be opening our doors locally. 

In the meantime, thanks to our highly professional and productive team of 30 who have hit the ground running 
and the hard work and dedication of ALC (Agent Leadership Council) we are already second in market share!

The ALC is a select group of top performing KW agents who meet regularly to discuss and vote on all company
issues and policies, including training, marketing, finances, and operations. They are integral to our success!

Robert Winters
Sales Associate
908-358-4331

Sean Carroll
Sales Associate
908-418-7152

Marjorie Brown
Sales Associate
201-889-1734

Jackie Safran
Sales Associate
732-261-6151

Laura Brockway
Sales Associate
908-456-3093

Gretchen Castorina
Sales Associate 
908-361-9937

Teri Malone
Sales Associate
732-423-2792

Amy Tenny
Team Leader

908-656-2102

*Based on GSMLS data of top producing 25 firms, 2010.
Each office is independently owned & operated..

• $375,000,000 in Sales in 2010 and $1 Billion Since Opening
• More than 500 Closed Units in 2010 • #1 Office in List to Sale Price Ratio*
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WESTFIELD’S CJ MEYER NETS 200TH CAREER GOAL

Blue Devil Icemen Advance
To Semis in State Tournament

The Westfield Blue Devils ice
hockey team established a new school
record by advancing to the semifinal
round of the New Jersey State Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association tour-
nament following a 2-0 shutout of the
Ridge Red Devils on March 4 at the
Wayne Ice Vault. The Blue Devils,
ranked fourth in the state Public A
bracket were scheduled to face the
top-ranked Randolph Rams on March
8 at Codey Arena in West Orange for
the right to play this Sunday, March
13, in the state championship game at
Prudential Center in Newark.

Blue Devil senior Henry O’Brien
scored the game-winning goal against
Ridge on a deflection in front of Ridge

goaltender Alec Wells. Defensemen
Jon Macik and Colin Fitzhenry drew
assists on the goal, which broke a
scoreless tie early in the third period.
Nick Attanasio notched the insurance
marker later in the period as the Blue
Devils improved their season record
to 20-4-2. Senior Morgan Bungerz
made 25 saves in the net for Westfield
en route to recording the victory.

Westfield advanced to the quarter
final with a convincing 6-1 win over
Bergen County’s Tenafly Tigers in
second round play on March 3 at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle. The Blue
Devils built up a 5-0 second period
lead and received sound goaltending
from Bungerz. O’Brien finished the

game with two goals and two assists,
while senior CJ Meyer scored once
and collected three assists, including
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A FAMILY AFFAIR AT ATLANTIC CITY…Blue Devil Christian Barber, right, squares off at center mat with Conor
Brennan of Brick Township in the 152-lb. semifinal bout as his father roots for him in the background. Barber won, 4-3,
in overtime then defeated Brearley’s Devin Geoghegan, 3-2, in overtime to become state champion.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PILING UP THE POINTS…Raider Matt Jegede, No. 25, scored 19 points in the
game against the JFK-Iselin Mustangs on March 1 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders
defeated the Mustangs, 63-56.


