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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, March 10, 2011 at Ferraro’s South (Catering Hall) in Westfield, New
Jersey and Saturday, March 12, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark, New
Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 38 years, and 
his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the
legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements,
separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child 
support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and
child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact
divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 
36 Valley Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

   www.crowneplaza.com/clarknj

Let’s Talk

Northstar Funding Inc  534 Hudson Street, First Fl. Hoboken, NJ 07030. NMLS# 139369. Licensed by the NJ Departmentboken, NJ 07030. NMLS# 139369. Licensed by the NJ Departm39369. 
of Banking and Insurance. We do not make commitments or fund any mortgage loans. For Adjustable loans APR may or fund any mortgage loans. For Adjustable loans Aloans
vary and rate is subject to increase after initial fixed period/closing. Current Fully Indexed Rate which may vary is 3.284%.. Current Fully Indexed Rate which may vndexe
For more info email. info@nshomefunding.com

3.75% APR 5/1 Adjustable Rate
Up to 850,000 - 75% LTV, up to 1,500,000 70%LTV, Owner Occupied Min Credit score 660
25% down payment up to 850,000 loan amount, 30% down payment up to 1,500,000

4.125% APR 15 Yr Fixed Rate
Up to 417,000 Credit Score 640, Owner Occupied 80% LTV 

4.75% APR 30 Yr Fixed Rate
Up to 417,000 Credit Score 740, Owner Occupied 80% LTV

Guiding You Home...

MORTGAGE
EXPERTS

JOSEPH PISA

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

Photo courtesy of Karen Karnofsky
FLOODING IN THE REGION…The sewer adjacent to the crosswalk at High-
land Avenue/Sinclair Place in Westfield overflowed following unusually heavy
rains this week. In the past, area residents opposed the crosswalk placement at this
location. One objection was its potential for pooling.

Photo courtesy of Jeff Solomon
TURKEY TROTT...Last Friday morning, this turkey was spotted in downtown
Westfield running ing East Broad Street, then crossing the street between Vicky’s
Diner and Bovellas Patry Shoppe.

I Almost Didn’t Join The Westfield
Area Chamber Of Commerce

Mayor Tells of Shared
Services Forum Tonight

We regret that a press release submit-
ted in a timely manner was inadvertently
omitted from last week’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Therefore, I want to
personally extend an invitation to the
community to attend the second forum on
the Fanwood – Scotch Plains Shared Ser-
vices report to be hosted by myself and
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool to-
night (Thursday, March 10) beginning at
7 p.m. at the Board of Education offices
located behind Evergreen School. The
report itself can be found by going to
www.scotchplainsnj.com/shared-ser-
vices/index.html.

This second public forum is an oppor-
tunity for your elected officials to hear
your thoughts, concerns and comments
as they relate to shared services in your
community. Current pressures to stream-
line local budgets, which comprise 20
percent of your tax bill, and mandates to
live within a 2 percent tax cap, require
creative input from every available source.
Fanwood is committed to reducing local
government to deal with the extra finan-
cial burdens and we welcome your opin-
ion, comments and suggestions.

I am committed to continuing to exer-
cise a shared services approach in order
to bring immediate relief to our residents,
please join me in this effort by attending
tonight’s meeting.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

By Peggy A. Rothbaum
WACC Vice Chairman

I’m serious. I almost didn’t join the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC). In fact, I said “No” three times
first. As a psychologist and writer, I just
didn’t see the relevance of the Chamber
for me. I finally went to an event because
I was invited, repeatedly, by the persis-
tent host. It was standing-room only. The
people were incredibly friendly and in-
teresting. Being with such a variety of
community professionals was a new ex-
perience for me. The annual fee to join
the WACC is relatively inexpensive, so I
allowed myself to be persuaded to join.
After all, what did I have to lose besides
a little money?

It turns out that being part of the WACC
is all about what I have to gain. And I

mean in ways that I never anticipated. I
volunteer for projects and committees,
which allow me to use my professional
skills in exciting new settings. For ex-
ample, I now write for additional audi-
ences and apply my research skills to
strategic planning and public relations. I
have met people from many different
professions, with whom I now have op-
portunities to collaborate. I have always
enjoyed clinical and research teamwork.
Now I enjoy it in the community.

I love learning about how communi-
ties function and how problems get re-
solved with an eye toward the greater
good. Co-chairing the non-profit com-
mittee lets me apply some of my most
cherished values to benefit the commu-
nity. A March 30 WACC event promises
to kick off an exciting initiative bringing
together area non-profits and businesses
to explore and share mutual interests.
There is more good will and generosity of
spirit in our communities than I ever
realized.

Don’t get me wrong, the WACC is not
without our challenges. We have been
working hard, and continue to work hard,
to revitalize our Chamber. That has been
an exciting process as well. And let’s not
forget that I have a business to grow and
develop just like every other WACC
member. Learning new skills and meet-
ing new people is certainly an avenue to
let other professionals get to know me so
that I can expand my business.

Last, but certainly not least, the WACC
is a lot of fun. Being involved in the
WACC is a great way to get a break
during the workday, relax after work,
have some laughs, and socialize with
interesting people. The breakfast tasting
at Turning Point on February 28 boasted
a huge turnout and yummy food.

Please join us at our next event, which
promises to be lovely. It will be at the
beautiful James Ward Mansion from 6 to
8 p.m. on Thursday, March 24. The event
will feature delicious food and an inter-
esting speaker. Hope to see you there!

‘A Dearth of Public Spirit’ Today Is
What Ails Our Great Country

Sen. Menendez Calls for Continuing
Pell Grant Spending for Education

Fanwood-Scotch Plains The word patriotism as in what is good
for our country is rarely heard today.

President Kennedy in his inaugural
address famously proclaimed, “Ask not
what your country can do for you; ask
what you can do for your country.” The
English poet John Dunne wrote, “No man
is an island entire unto itself.”

Each of us has a civic responsibility to
sacrifice to help our country. We did so
during the First World War and Second
World War when we volunteered for
military service, bought war bonds, and
accepted rationing.

Need I refer to the American compa-
nies, which make their products abroad
rather than in the United States? It may be
good business, but it is not patriotic.

Who is willing to pay more taxes to
solve the serious problems our country
and our state face? Name the tax attorney
or the accountant not trying to figure out
how to help his or her client pay little if
any taxes. It is political suicide for a
politician to suggest raising taxes. In-
stead the Congress and the President agree
to extend the “Bush tax cuts” which,
according to the non-partisan Congres-

sional budget office, will cost $5,048
over the next 10 years!

And so the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the federal stimulus program, the
various federal bailouts, and Medicare
Part D for prescription drugs are not
funded by tax receipts at a cost in the
trillions of dollars!

I wonder if the Sixteenth Amendment
to the United States Constitution, permit-
ting Congress to levy an income tax,
would have been ratified in today’s po-
litical climate.

George Washington, after Congress
appointed him commander of the Conti-
nental Army, was so discouraged by the
lack of patriotism he saw in the Continen-
tal Army that he thought he had made a
mistake accepting command. “Such a
dearth of public spirit, and want of virtue,
and stock jobbing, and fertility in all the
low arts to obtain advantage of one kind
or another, I never saw before and pray
God I may never be witness to again.”

“A dearth of public spirit” is precisely
what today ails our great country.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

An estimated 18,000 Union County
college students will see education grants
disappear under the budget proposed by
Washington Republicans. A total of
183,000 promising students will see $115
million in Pell Grants disappear under the
Republicans’ proposal. Union,
Middlesex, and Essex counties will see
the highest number of students affected,
with an estimated 18,000, 16,500, and
15,500 students affected respectively.

I give Republicans an “F” for slashing
college Pell grants for low- and middle-
class families at a time when families are
facing record unemployment and debt
levels. Education opens doors but Re-
publicans have slammed shut that door
for thousands of New Jersey college stu-
dents. By limiting the resources available
for higher education, they are putting a
break on New Jersey’s future competi-
tiveness.

Pell Grants are awarded to undergradu-
ate students from low- and middle-class
families in amounts up to $5,550 per

year. The amount awarded depends on
need, tuition costs as well as current aca-
demic status. While President Obama’s
budget keeps the maximum award at
$5,550, the Republican budget slashes
the award by $845 – an 11 percent cut –
and then continues to cut Pell grants by
$56 billion over the next 10 years.

Officials at the Hudson County Com-
munity College, where I met with stu-
dents, said that while 80 percent of the
student body is on financial aid, delin-
quency in student payment is up more
than 180 percent. Enrollment this year
has remained flat, but students are taking
fewer hours because of difficulty secur-
ing their financing.

Key Facts:
The average in-state tuition and fees

for N.J. public colleges has increased by
66 percent over the past decade. During
the same time, average tuition in private
schools in N.J. increased by almost 75
percent to more than $27,000 for this
school year. The average debt for stu-
dents attending N.J. colleges and univer-
sities is more than $23,000 with almost
two-thirds of all students holding debt.
Nearly half of all college-ready students
in families with incomes under $50,000
cannot go to a four-year college because
cost is too much of a barrier.

The data by county is: county, students
affected:

Atlantic, 10,500; Bergen, 15,500;
Burlington, 8,000; Camden, 10,000; Cape
May, 1,500; Cumberland, 2,500; Essex,
15,500; Gloucester, 6,000; Hudson,
12,000; Hunterdon, 2,000; Mercer, 8,000;
Middlesex, 16,500; Monmouth, 11,500;
Morris, 8,000; Ocean, 9,000; Passaic,
10,000; Salem, 1,000; Somerset, 5,000;
Sussex, 5,000; Union, 18,000; Warren,
3,500; TOTAL, 185,000 (estimated).

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez

Obamacare Cartoon
Perplexes Reader

I didn’t understand the cartoon on the
op-ed page of The Leader’s March 3,
2011, edition, but I do admit that the
drawing of the person labeled “N.J. Doc-
tors” holding a piece of paper labeled
“Obamacare Lifetime Benies” intrigued
me. I am not familiar with what “lifetime
benies” are afforded the medical commu-
nity from the recent health care reform
legislation, but I am aware that this law
allows dependents under the age of 26 to
remain on their parents’ health insurance,
prevents insurance companies from with-
holding insurance from patients with pre-
existing conditions, lifts lifetime benefits
limits which might otherwise cause a
patient to go bankrupt or end needed
treatments, and provides other protec-
tions to consumers of health care in this
country. The use of the odious term
“Obamacare” as a pejorative is a desper-
ate effort by opponents to misinform the
voting public.

I have a suggestion for a political car-
toon. How about a drawing of a Horizon
Blue Cross Blue Shield executive writing
Bill and Ellen Gottdenker a letter in April,
2009, telling them that the premium on
their high deductible insurance plan will
be raised from $950 a month to $1,250 a
month. In the next panel you could have
the same HBCBS exec writing the
Gottdenkers in April, 2010, telling them
that their insurance plan is being termi-
nated, but suggesting an alternative plan
for $1,850 a month! In the final panel you
could show Bill in an apoplectic fit over
the 94.7 percent increase in his health
insurance bill over two years.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside


