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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

More Letters
on Page 16

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Platyhieric – Having a flat or broad

sacrum
2. Haematophilina – Blood-sucking

vampire bats
3. Hakeem – A Moslem doctor
4. Bekah – One half a shekel

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MECONOPHAGIST
1. An opium eater
2. A sleepwalker
3. A person who talks in his sleep
4. A speed reader

HEPATOLITHIASIS
1. A tearing in pieces
2. Savageness of manner; fierceness
3. Gallstones
4. A flattened state or condition

INTEGUMENT
1. An outer covering of a body or plant
2. The lower world; Hades
3. The rotten heart or body of a tree
4. Burial; interment

PANSOPHY
1. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke
2. Universal wisdom or knowledge
3. Abundance
4. An enduring conflict

Why Wasn’t SPFHS Swim Team’s
State Championship Win on Page 1?

Church Collects 1,200
Items for Food Pantry
Redeemer Lutheran Church and School

and its own Anchor of Hope Prayer Walk
Team wish to thank everyone from
Westfield and the surrounding communi-
ties who made donations of canned goods
for the Westfield Food Pantry. We col-
lected over 1,200 canned and packaged
food items.

We also wish to send a heartfelt thank
you to Shoprite and manager Joe Barbato
for all the help given during this special
drive, which was done in conjunction
with the Can Can Sale in January. God
bless your generosity!

Anchor of Hope Mission Statement:
“Sharing hope and anchoring the com-
munity through the power of prayer.”

Jane Basuino
Westfield

Resident Asks if Fee for ‘American In
Bloom’ Is Best Way to Plant Flowers

On Closer Review, Savings on
UCUA/Covanta Deal Do Not Add Up

Governor Chris Christie Summarizes
New Jersey State Budget Proposal

SPF-PTA Urge Public’s
Help With R/M House
The Scotch Plains Fanwood Commu-

nity Wide Charity Project, sponsored by
the PTA Council, is currently coordinat-
ing a collection of goods to be used at the
Ronald McDonald House in New
Brunswick. Collected items replenish
those used by families residing at the
home while a child is receiving care at a
nearby hospital. Donations can be dropped
off at any SPF district school, the Scotch
Plains Library or the Fanwood Memorial
Library by March 18.

Items currently needed include snack
and packaged food items as well as house-
hold products. For a complete list please
see the collection boxes, visit www.rmh-
c n j . o r g / d o c u m e n t s / W i s h - L i s t -
NewBrunswick.pdf. or contact Jeanne
Cleary at jeanne.cleary64@verizon.net.

Thank you in advance for your support
of this important project.

Jeanne Cleary
Scotch Plains PTA

Parade for WHS Girls Swimmers
Commemorates ‘Remarkable’ Season

Freeholders Giving Themselves and County Employees
Free Lifetime Health Care; You, the Taxpayer Live With It

I am writing to express my extreme
disappointment with the coverage of the
SPF High School Boys’ swim team State
Championship. While the article written
by J.B. Raymond was well written and
truly did reflect the significance of the
event, our entire family was very upset to
see the article located at the corner of the
third [sports] page. Winning the state
championship was a historical event —it
was the FIRST TIME the boy’s team had
ever taken home the state trophy!! As a
Scotch Plains AND Westfield paper, we
believe The Times should have recog-
nized the significance and placed the
article prominently alongside the
Westfield girls’ article rather than being
buried in the middle of the paper. We also
feel that as state champions, both the SPF
boys and Westfield girls, deserve photos
of the team or of some of their swimmers.
Instead, there were articles and photos of
regular season sporting events.

Last week we were also very disap-
pointed. On Tuesday, February 22, the
SPF boys WON the state semifinal meet
against Mountain Lakes. This was ex-
traordinarily significant as the boys lost
to the same team last season by ONE
POINT. This year they had to face the
same team in order to reach the state final
for the second time in the boys’ team
history. They did win the meet (obvi-
ously) and did so by swimming extremely
well. While there was a nice article about
the meet in the Star Ledger, there was not

an article in the Times at all! (The
Westfield girls’ team also did not have an
article of their victory). Again, other sports
were covered instead.

Additionally, while certainly not in-
tentional, Mike Pesin, a senior and co-
captain of the SPF boys’ team, was the
only senior omitted when discussing
swimmers that will be missed next year.
While not a superstar, he was a signifi-
cant contributor to the team, swam well in
all the championship meets, and did an
excellent job as co-captain.

Our family subscribes to this paper in
order to enjoy coverage of local events —
sporting and otherwise. It is disappoint-
ing that coverage is often heavily slanted
toward the Westfield readers, and it’s
clear that the SPF boys’ swim team cov-
erage is no exception. (The Westfield
boys swim team received a long “letter”
and personal recognition even though
their season ended several weeks ago.)
When the Westfield boys won the state
title, which they have done many times in
the past, articles and photos of their vic-
tories have been appropriately displayed
on the front page of the sports section. We
feel that when the Scotch Plains boys’
team won the same title for the first time
in school history that they should at the
very least receive the same recognition.

Janice Baker, Jeff, Michael and
Daniel Pesin

Scotch Plains

How does the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) enhance the reputa-
tion of P.T. Barnum? Because it is living
proof that “There’s one born every
minute.” Out of the thousands of munici-
palities in the United States, 28 competed
in the “America In Bloom” contest in
2010. Six of them gained sanity and de-
clined to pay the $1,099 entrance fee for
2011, but not Westfield.

At a time when fiscal responsibility is
the north star of government, when the
town decimates the police and fire de-
partments, and when the department of
public works has all it can do to keep up
with basic maintenance, the DWC blithely
wastes money on a contest which can do
nothing but cost more money and sate the
egos of those who need a trophy to justify
their existence.

I have no doubt that the DWC should
beautify the business district. I can’t help
but ask how many flowers could be bought
for the $1,099 entrance fee. What about
the cost of housing and entertaining the
“judges” when they arrive to consider
whether Westfield, one of 22 towns,
should be the winner of one of the half-a-

dozen categories in the contest. With the
number of towns competing and the num-
ber of categories involved, a town with a
display of dead dandelions might win the
ingenuity award.

Let’s take the money being spent on an
absurd contest and put it directly into
blooms.

Has anyone asked Dave Williams to
donate his obvious talents to direct the
effort? Has anyone approached the Gar-
den Club to help? How about inviting the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts to create a
project for their members?

Why is it necessary to join an insignifi-
cant dwindling minority of towns in a
contest of self-glorification? Must
Westfield suffer the expenditure of more
money to ensconce another plastic award
like the expensive absurdity adorning the
building at Elm and Broad?

How about the mayor and council tell-
ing their appointee to get out of the com-
petition and use the money to plant flow-
ers.

A. John Blake
Westfield

One thing about the UCUA/Covanta
deal does not make sense to me. How do
you take a $230-million debt, add $5 to
$10 million to it, restructure the terms to
pay it off over 35 years instead of 12
years, and wind up saving $140 million in
total?

On February 27, 2011 I contacted by e-
mail the three presenters of the project
(Jonathan Williams of DeCotiis, Dennis
Enright of NW Financial, and Steven
Gabel of Gabel Associates) requesting
details on the debt restructuring. On March

3, I contacted the UCUA and the same
three individuals laying out my suspicion
that the cost savings of this project have
been misrepresented and the $302 mil-
lion nominal gain ($24 million of which
would only benefit Rahway) would re-
ally be a $28 million nominal loss when
the debt payments for the years 2024
through 2045 are considered. I have not
as yet received a response.

John Bury
Kenilworth

We would like to thank our mayor
Andy Skibitsky, our town administrator
Jim Gildea, and our board of education,
specifically Ginny Leiz and Julia Walker,
our police and fire departments, and res-
cue squad for helping to make the WHS
Girls Swim Team state championship
victory celebration parade a very memo-
rable experience for our girls, their
coaches, their parents, and for the Town
of Westfield! The girls had a remarkable
season led by coaches Jeff Knight, Mike
Schwebel and Corinne Kelly and last
Sunday’s victory at The College of New
Jersey demonstrated that the girls were
ready to compete and bring the state title
to Westfield once again. The girls swam
with such heart, passion and team spirit
and the Westfield spectators provided a
bundle of cheers and support for the girls,
a group that included parents, teachers,
our mayor, our athletic director Sandy
Mamary, students, our boys team and

even parents of alumni swimmers! We
were a huge presence of awe and support
for our team and were witness to new
school records being set, personal bests
and top times! The victory parade through
town was an experience that the girls will
never forget – the horns blowing, people
cheering downtown, the town pride of
bringing another state victory to WHS
could be seen and felt by all!

We always knew that Westfield was a
special town of pride and care of our
youth, but when these traditions come
alive, it makes you step back and take it
all in, realizing how fortunate we really
are to live in a town that cares so much
about celebrating the hard work and dedi-
cation of our students. Thank you again to
all who made the day unforgettable!

Chris and Matt Kaveney , Giselle
Rose, and Kristy and David Bangs

Westfield

In Freeholder Chairwoman Scanlon’s
reorganization speech titled “The Right
Priorities” (a copy can be found on the
county website) she stated, “I am clearly
family oriented and for many, our family
and children remain a foundation of sup-
port.” This appeared to be a feel-good
initiative for the county until we found
that she actually meant she is oriented
toward just the families of the county
employees.

At the freeholder meeting of February
10, an ordinance was introduced to give
650 county employees and their family’s
free health care for life. No co-pay, no
deduction, totally free. And we certainly
know who will be paying for that extrava-
gance. This was to say the least very
disconcerting for us beleaguered taxpay-
ers.

At the next freeholder meeting on Feb-
ruary 24 under threat of being thrown out
of the meeting, I stood up at the micro-
phone and told them this was wrong on all
sorts of levels. In the previous meeting
when asked what this would cost the
taxpayers, they had no idea. In the second
meeting they still had no idea. Yet the
freeholders all voted unanimously to give
650 county employees free health care
for life. We wanted to know just what the
rush was since they voted without know-
ing the cost.

Immediately after the vote the rumor

was that two employees retired with this
free lifetime benefit so maybe it was for
a nice farewell bonus to those special
two. This was also an illegal vote. At least
two freeholders have multiple relatives
on the payroll. So they voted to give their
relatives this largesse. That is a conflict of
interest. But the illegality didn’t phase
any of them in the least. Plus they have
this planned that the health cost is actu-
ally allowed outside the mandated 2 per-
cent cap on the budget so the taxpayers
aren’t getting any relief in that direction.

The county administration noted that
the free lifetime health benefit is due to
the employees having received no raise
for three years. In the past three years the
freeholders proudly proclaimed that they
were holding the line on personnel costs.
However, despite this, the county budget
still went up 18 percent or $38 million,
which to me is still a fiscal failure. Some-
how they just don’t understand that in the
private sector many people haven’t re-
ceived raises for years, had to pay up to 50
percent to 100 percent of their health
insurance costs, even got laid off and paid
into COBRA that only lasts six months.
Their munificence is out of place in this
economy.

One last point is that the last time
something similar happened was three
years ago when they gave about 150
employees early retirement with free

SP Rescue Squad
Auxiliary Photo

Regarding the photograph and caption
of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Pan-
cake Breakfast, Sunday the 27, it says
Jennifer Speth, president. I want to clarify
that I, Jennifer Speth, am president of the
Auxiliary, very different from the actual
Rescue Squad.

Just thought I would let you know.
Thank you for the photograph. We can
use all the publicity we can get  to get new
members.

Jennifer Speth
President Scotch Plains Rescue

Squad Auxiliary

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

health care for life included. The county
proclaimed they saved $9 million. When
the state reviewed it, they said the county
actually cost the taxpayers $10 million.
This appears to be another financial blun-
der, one that the taxpayers will have to foot
the bill. That’s what they gave us for our
lifetime. We should get rid of them all.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Two weeks ago, I delivered my pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2012 budget to a joint
session of the State Legislature, and while
times remain tough here in New Jersey,
we have reason to be hopeful. I believe
our budget reflects that renewed hope.

Our proposed budget cuts real spend-
ing for a second consecutive year (a 2.6
percent cut from the current fiscal year),
includes $200 million in focused tax cuts,
provides additional property tax relief,
increases school aid and funds a reformed
state pension system, while preserving or
increasing funding to protect our state’s
most vulnerable citizens.

Just as importantly, the proposed Fis-
cal Year 2012 budget hits the reset button
on the state budgeting process and starts
with the refreshing assumption that bud-
geting and spending must be reality-based
and zero-based. The “New Normal,” as I
referred to it in my speech, means devel-
oping a bottom-up approach – establish-
ing priorities and funding them based on
revenue that is actually available and
predictable versus the old approach of
assuming every line item and program
will automatically be funded at the same
or higher level than prior years.

I wanted to share a few clips from the
address with you. You can find it here:

Here is a link to the entire budget
address on the website - www.state.nj.us/
governor/news/videos/2010/approved/
20110222.html.

A budget defines our governing priori-
ties, and I feel that our proposed budget
clearly outlines a commitment to fiscal
discipline while protecting our most vul-
nerable. Among those priorities in the

budget:
-Increases education aid to every school

district in New Jersey by a total of $250
million;

-Provides $200 million in job-creat-
ing, strategic tax cuts that are responsible
and sustainable;

-Doubles funding for the Homestead
Rebate to provide direct property tax
relief in the form of a property tax credit
under the newly named Homestead Ben-
efit program;

-Protects municipal aid and keeps fund-
ing at fiscal year 2011 levels to help
towns meet the new 2 percent property
tax cap (while decreasing by 10 percent
the category of Special Transitional Aid
to cities, in keeping with my pledge to
end cities’ reliance on the aid as they
adopt best-practices budgeting to improve
fiscal and management reforms); and

-Increases and secures New Jersey
hospital funding by a total of $20 million,
and increases funding for student finan-
cial aid by the same amount.

-Fulfills the statutory commitment to
make a $506-million payment to a re-
formed state pension fund, representing
the first funding to the defined benefit
plans since fiscal year 2009;

Our budget takes all possible steps to
maintain the safety net for New Jersey’s
most vulnerable and at-need individuals
and families. From prescription drug aid
for seniors to helping low-income tenants
stay in their homes, our budget:

-Preserves critical spending and fully
funds the fiscal year 2011 increases to the
Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged
and Disabled (PAAD) and Senior Gold

Prescription Assistance Programs with-
out increases in co-pays or eligibility –
keeping it one of the most generous such
benefit programs in the nation;

-Allocates $20.4 million to help the
developmentally disabled lead richer,
happier lives through new community
placement and services, and funds day
programs and other services; similarly,
the budget continues and expands fund-
ing for the requirement that the state
expand the number of residential and
community settings for New Jersey’s
mentally ill;

-Preserves the current level of support
for higher education, after years of cuts,
while increasing student aid programs by
$20 million and providing $15 million
for capital improvements at community
colleges;

-Provides resources to keep 4,300 low-
income citizens in their homes and apart-
ments, including $25 million from the
New Jersey Affordable Housing Agency
Trust Fund and $9 million from the Hous-
ing and Mortgage Finance Agency; and

-Avoids an increase in NJ Transit fares
and expands bus service to select growth
markets.

After years of misguided priorities and
fiscal neglect from both political parties,
we have a long road to get our state back
on track. But I feel like we’re on the right
path with a budget that fulfills our com-
mitment to the people of New Jersey to
make the tough, right choices that we’ve
avoided for far too long.

Chris Christie
Governor of New Jersey

Term Limits, 28 Years?
Is That Long Enough Mayor Bob?
The case for term limits in this state may have taken

a giant leap forward this week as former Middlesex
County Sheriff Joseph Spicuzzo (for 30 years) turned
himself into the State Police for corruption arrest,
thus thwarting the impending disgrace of being cuffed
in public. According to published reports, Spicuzzo
is accused with selling jobs and promotions at the
sheriff’s office for amounts as high as $25,000.

Spicuzzo resigned Monday as chairman of the
Democratic Party of Middlesex County as a result,
but he still holds on as commissioner at the New
Jersey Sports & Exposition Authority – appointed in
December 2009 by then Gov. Jon Corzine. Is it a
coincidence that Tuesday the State Senate finally
agreed to review Governor Christie’s appointment to
the Sports Authority (after being held up for a year by
Senator Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth)? The outdated
twaddle called Senatorial courtesy holds up appoint-
ments in this state. Gov. Christie has nominated
former Congressman Mike Ferguson for the post.

As mayor of Mountainside for 22 years, Bob
Viglianti, who passed away in October, 2009, used to

joke about being the longest continuously elected
municipal official in Union County. The good-na-
tured ‘Mayor Bob,’ as many of his admirers referred
to him, was quick to point out though that then
Linden Mayor John Gregorio would have had the
distinction had he not been convicted and sent to jail
in the late 1980s for corruption. Gregorio only served
two years in the ‘pen’ because then Gov. Thomas H.
Kean gave him a pardon in 1990 during his last few
days in office upon request from Sen. Lesniak.
Gregorio was reelected upon release from jail.

A few weeks before his death, Mayor Bob called
one Saturday morning and said, “I’ve been giving
this a lot of thought. The only way to solve the
political corruption problem in this state is to have
term limits. I know you must think this is funny
coming from me.”

Term limits? – After what period of time would be
appropriate Mayor Bob? As example, the name
Lesniak keeps coming up. He’s been in the State
Legislature for 33 years, and as a Senator for the last
28 years. Is that long enough Mayor Bob?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

More letters on pages 5, 16, 17


