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SP-F Shared Services Forum
Scheduled for Tonight In SP
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains

Mayor Nancy Malool and Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr are inviting resi-
dents to a shared services forum to-
night, Thursday, March 10, at 7 p.m.
in the board of education meeting
room of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School, located on Evergreen Avenue.

A shared services study was com-
missioned to explore all shared service
opportunities between the neighboring
municipalities, including recommen-
dations on whether the two towns should
share one or more departments or one
or more municipal services, and, if so,
the extent to which such a partnership
would be mutually beneficial.

At the initial forum in October,
study methodology was outlined and
questions regarding the results were
clarified. At the second of two fo-

rums, on March 10, residents will
have the opportunity to discuss those
issues that are most important to them.

“In these difficult economic times,
we need to look at all cost-saving
measures. This study will thoroughly
evaluate all of the services provided
by both towns. Although the 2011
budget will not be impacted by the
results of this study, I am hopeful that
there will be an opportunity to realize
significant savings in future budgets,”
Mayor Malool said. The March meet-
ing is not a public hearing. No deci-
sions will be made or voted on.

“This should be an inclusive pro-
cess that fully considers the senti-
ments and perspectives of the entire
Scotch Plains–Fanwood community.
After many years of excellent coop-
eration between our two towns, we
want to assure our residents and tax-
payers that we are reviewing all op-
portunities to reduce municipal costs
and save them some of their hard-
earned tax dollars. The study commit-
tee has been committed to this goal,
and we now look forward to hearing
from the public,” Mayor Mahr said.

 A copy of the report is available at
www.scotchplainsnj.com.

Sweeney Guest Speaker
At Shared Services Summit

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County held the eighth of its spon-
sored shared services summits last
Wednesday night in the new Acad-
emy for Performing Arts Center on
the Vocational-Technical Schools
campus on Raritan Road.

The summits are aimed at develop-
ing new programs to improve public
services and cut costs. All 21 munici-
palities in the county were repre-
sented at the event, including both
department heads and, for the first
time, elected officials.

Among those attending was
Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, Health Director Megan
Avallone, Councilmen David Haas and
Keith Loughlin; Mountainside Borough
Administrator and Police Chief Jim
Debbie; Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool, Councilman Bo Vastine and
Township Administrator Chris Marion,
and Garwood Board of Education mem-
ber Christine Guerriero.

“This is the first workshop that in-
cludes elected officials. There are over
100 elected officials here tonight. I
would say that’s a good start,” County
Manager George Devanney said.

In keeping with the NCAA college
basketball tournament this month, the
theme of last week’s event was
“March Madness.”

“In keeping with today’s March
Madness theme, I like to think of our
previous workshops as rounds in the
playoffs,” Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon said.

“You are the decision makers in your
communities and, with your leadership
and guidance, we can continue to make
great progress,” Ms. Scanlon added.

The evening began with an hour of
meet-and-greet where exhibits were
viewed and handouts were discussed,
and was followed by a press confer-
ence that gave an overview and al-
lowed time for remarks. The keynote
speaker for the evening was state
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester), following remarks
from Vo-Tech Schools Superinten-
dent Thomas Bistocchi, Freeholder
Scanlon, and state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), with clos-
ing remarks by Mr. Devanney.

Mr. Sweeney congratulated Union
County for the shared services they
were already involved in. He ex-
plained that with the newly imposed
2 percent caps on tax levies, it was
making it tough for local officials to
coordinate their budgets.

“We are trying to control spending,
and in doing so we are revamping the
entire county,” Sen. Sweeney said.

Sen. Sweeney encouraged the county
to create and partake in as many shared
services as they could to help eliminate
costs and unnecessary salaries.

“There is nothing you can’t share,
you just have to want to,” he said.
“We do it ourselves, we actually
picked up deer carcasses last year to
help eliminate spending within
[Gloucester] county,” said Senator
Sweeney, speaking on his recently
ended tenure as chairman of the
Gloucester County freeholder board.

Sen. Sweeney said he believes New
Jersey is at an economic crossroad.
“We used to be fat and happy,” he

said. “The global economy is chang-
ing and the problem is New Jersey
has never changed. The burdens are
still there, and the multiplicity of
services that served the state so well
are far too expensive anymore.”

Mr. Sweeney encouraged Union
County to pull together to implement
as many shared services as possible
to cut costs.

“Union County does not want to be
left behind, but lead the pack. The
goal here tonight is to look at the
value of shared services,” he said.

Some of the shared services Union
County is involved in are snow re-
moval, the Sheriff’s Labor Assistance
Program (S.L.A.P.), 9-1-1 emergency
dispatch services, a print shop, com-
modity resale agreement, information
technology, GIS services, and a new
countywide EMS service that will
begin this spring based in Westfield.

“Our joint dispatch with Fanwood
will realize almost a quarter of a
million dollars in savings in just a
few years,” Mr. Devanney said.

“We (Gloucester County) are the
only county EMS service,” Senator
Sweeney explained, “and we took
the service to 24 towns in the system
and decreased our emergency re-
sponse time to only five minutes and
50 seconds,” he added.

Mr. Sweeney explained that there
were nine towns that were not in-
volved in the Gloucester EMS sys-
tem, who were paying much more
money by not getting involved in this
shared service. “Our goal is not to put
pressure on local governments, but
rather, show them the savings and let
the people decide. If the people want
to save on taxes, they will know how
to vote,” Sen. Sweeney said.

Mr. Sweeney said his home county
has been successful in merging school
districts to save the county $1.3 mil-
lion annually, and has also taken the
savings and built schools for children
with special needs.

“You can do a lot of great things for
the community with the money you
save in other areas,” Sen. Sweeney said.

Union County Freeholder and
shared services committee member
Angel Estrada said he hopes to move
things forward in getting towns in-
volved in shared services.

“I think the times dictate that we
have to all work together to achieve
a common goal,” Mr. Estrada said.

Sen. Sweeney ended the night and
his address to the room full of media
and elected officials by saying,
“Change is hard and a lot of people
just don’t like change, but we are in a
place and time where it has to hap-
pen.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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Rutgers Professor Chosen
As Tiebreaker on Redistricting
Rutgers public policy professor Alan

Rosenthal has been appointed by state
Supreme Court Chief Justice Stuart
Rabner as the tie-breaking member of
the reapportionment commission to
redraw the state’s 40 legislative dis-
tricts, nj.com has reported.

Mr. Rosenthal  was selected after the
five Democrats and five Republicans on
the commission told the Chief Justice
that they had failed to reach an agree-
ment on a new legislative district map
based on the 2010 Census.
Middlesex Dem Chairman Turns
Himself In to Face Bribery Charges

Middlesex County Democratic
Chairman Joseph Spicuzzo, the
county’s longest serving sheriff, has
turned himself at State Police bar-
racks to face bribery and official mis-
conduct charges, nj.com has reported.
The charges were brought forward by
Attorney General Paul Dow.  Spicuzzo
resigned as party chairman.

Mr. Spicuzzo also serves on the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition Author-
ity board of which he was appointed in
December 2009 by outgoing Governor
Jon Corzine. He was previously ap-
pointed to the New Jersey Racing Com-
mission by Gov. Corzine.

Ms. Dow alleged that Spicuzzo
solicited and accepted individual
bribes of up to $25,000 from new
hires for investigator positions. He
allegedly took bribes totaling at least
$50,000.
Roselle Mayor’s Arraignment on
Insurance Said Set for March 14

The arraignment hearing for
Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith on in-
surance fraud charges has been de-
layed until Monday, March 14 before
state Superior Court Judge Stuart
Peim in Elizabeth following a re-
quest by the mayor’s attorney for a
one-week delay. Mayor Smith was
indicted by a Union County grand
jury January 26 on charges of insur-
ance fraud and for filing a false police
report. The allegations involve him
leaving the scene of an accident De-
cember 25 whereby he allegedly
struck a parked car after leaving a bar.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office said the following day, De-
cember 26, Mayor Smith moved his
car onto the street during a blizzard, than
alleged his car was struck by a snow-

plow and he subsequently notified his
insurance company and reported the
fraudulent claim, authorities charged.

Chathams Super Will Retire If
Salary Caps Lawsuit Fails

Chathams Superintendent of
Schools Jim O’Neill has said he will
retire as of July 1 if his lawsuit against
the state challenging caps on super-
intendent salaries fails, according to
a report on Recorder Newspapers
website, newjerseyhills.com.

Under Governor Chris Christie’s
edict, Mr. O’Neill’s salary of
$210,056 would be cut $45,000.

Long Hill Superintendent Rene
Rovtar and the New Jersey Associa-
tion of School Administrators joined
Mr. O’Neil in his challenge of the
salary caps.
Monmouth Workers Suspended

For Calling In Sick to Attend Rally
The Monmouth County Freehold-

ers Board has suspended without pay
three county bus drivers who were
part of a staged sickout, but instead
attended an AFL-CIO rally support-
ing unionized worker rights at the
Trenton Statehouse.

The drivers are part of the county’s
Senior Citizen Area Transportation pro-
gram. County officials said the sickout
by 14 bus drivers impacted 174 devel-
opmentally disabled adults that waited
for buses that never arrived, The Atlan-
tic Highlands Herald reported. The
investigation is continuing.
Bateman Pushes for Civil Service

Reforms for Municipalities
Senator Kip Bateman (R-16,

Somerset) has continued his push for
civil service reforms that, he said,
would reduce costs for municipali-
ties.

“[Last Friday’s AFL-CIO-led rally]
should be a wake-up call to Demo-
crats to stop stonewalling and pass
comprehensive civil service reform,”
Mr. Bateman said. “In these tough
economic times, towns and cities
throughout New Jersey are struggling
with the inflexibility of the current
civil service bureaucracy that makes
it impossible to cut costs and balance
budgets without laying off employ-
ees, including police and firefighters.
Civil service reform is not a cure-all,
but it certainly would help towns
lower their costs and allow many of
these men and women to continue
serving their communities.”

SPF Tea Party Host
Forum on Health Care
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains- Fanwood Tea Party will host a
countywide meeting on “Health Care
Issues and Solutions Views” from U.S.
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7), and local
physician, Dr. Alieta Eck on Monday,
March 21, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Cub, located at 820 Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

The Congressman will also give
updates on the federal budget and
deficit and general Washington, D.C.
issues. The meeting will be free of
charge and open to the public and will
start promptly at 7 p.m. Refreshments
will be served. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tea Party is sponsoring the
forum as a community service.

The Tea Party is not a political party
but a political movement. It is loosely
based on the Boston Tea Party of 1773
in which American colonists rebelled
against the “Taxation Without Repre-
sentation” of the King of England and
the English Parliament by dumping
tea into Boston Harbor.

The initials T-E-A are used today to
show that many current American citi-
zens feel that they are “Taxed Enough
Already” by the U.S. Government as
well as state and local governments.

Lance Votes to Repeal
1099 Business Taxes
WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) has
supported legislation eliminating
IRS reporting requirements for small
businesses and property owners. The
bill, H.R. 4, known as “the Small
Business Paperwork Mandate Elimi-
nation Act of 2011,” passed the U.S.
House by a vote of 314 to 112. H.R.
4 would eliminate a requirement
for companies and other entities to
file 1099 reports to the IRS for all
goods and services transactions
valued at more than $600. The sec-
ond bill, approved last year as part
of the Small Business Lending Act,
imposes similar requirements on
property owners.

 H.R. 4 now must be reconciled
with similar legislation passed by
the U.S. Senate last week.

Kean: Dems Must Act
On Christie’s ‘Tool Kit’

TRENTON — Responding to a
statehouse protest last week staged
by unions representing police and
firefighters, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) called on Demo-
cratic leaders to schedule votes on
the remainder of Governor Chris
Christie’s toolkit reforms in order to
help local governments retain public
safety personnel. The Legislature has
acted on only five of 33 proposed
reforms to date, he said.


