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One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Property Taxes Should Drop
Along With Home Values

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property taxes have
been increasing.

As a taxpayer, you have the right to
appeal your property tax assessment
as a means to reduce your real estate
tax obligations. As a taxpayer con-
sidering an appeal, you should un-

derstand that you must prove that
your home’s assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.”

With a successful tax appeal, your
lowered tax assessment will be set
for the three years, which can amount
to a considerable amount of savings.
The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your claim to
the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.
Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process.

Save money in this economy. Make
the sale of your home more attrac-
tive. Reduce your long-term expenses
and make it more affordable to stay in
your home. All with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be filed by April
1. For more information about tax
appeals, visit www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the complimentary as-
sessment form to see if you can save
money on your taxes, or get started
with a free consultation by calling
James M. Foerst at (908) 322-4886.
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NO CELL TOWER…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, standing at microphone, and
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., both of Westfield, address the Westfield Town Council
Tuesday night, during which they announced that T-Mobile’s proposal for a cell
tower to be located at the National Guard Armory will not come to fruition.

Mandy Russell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON CAMERA…Christina Ariemma, Garwood Borough Administrator, was
among municipal officials attending Union County’s shared services summit last
Thursday at the Academy for Performing Arts Center on the Vocational-
Technical Schools campus on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. See story on page 2.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAMPS GALORE...The Westfield Stamp Club held its 48th Annual Stamp
Show on March 5 in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building.
The show featured stamps from around the state and offered a wide range of
philatelic items for sale.

and having a lot of forms that will be
accessible to you, that you can down-
load. It will try to save people a stop
at borough hall.”

The mayor said budget talks have
begun with department heads and
that she “can safely say” the budget
will fall within the 2-percent tax cap.

Resident James O’Connor, a
former postman for 35 years, came
before the council to address the
potential closing of the Fanwood
Post Office. He called it “very sad”
to think of Fanwood with no post
office. He knows that the lease is up
at the end of August, but said the
closing has more to do with the
amount of mail routes in Fanwood.

Nationwide, many offices with less
than nine mail routes are closing, in-
cluding Garwood’s. Fanwood has
eight. He said he knew the post office
was losing money, but called it “one of
the last great American institutions.”

Mayor Mahr said the council “is
aware of the rumors” and told Mr.
O’Connor that “we are not going to sit
by passively and watch anything like
that happen.” She said she has been in
contact with the postmaster, property
owner, the Newark office – with whom
the final decision rests – and Con-
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Fanwood Council Meeting
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th). She
said she needs Mr. Lance’s voice on
the issue, as the borough is “in the
process of voicing its deep concern.”

In separate business, as was dis-
cussed last week, the council passed
on second reading an ordinance that
amends certain fees collected in the
borough. In an effort to produce addi-
tional revenue generators for the bor-
ough, the ordinance raises the fees
related to erecting signs, sheds and
fences. It will now cost $100 to dis-
play a commercial sign in the bor-
ough, $35 to erect a fence and $50 for
each shed less than 100 square feet.

Mayor Mahr honored the local
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girl Scout,
Daisy and Brownie troops, as the coun-
cil proclaimed the current week “Girl
Scout Week.” Nationally, Girl Scouts
is celebrating its 99th anniversary. In
the beginning of the meeting, the coun-
cil honored Board of Health mainstay
Phyllis Fischer as its volunteer of the
month. She has served on the board
since 2002. The council also passed
resolutions honoring Donna Dolce as
the first Fanwood appointment to the
Union County Commission on Women
and Phyllis Mirabella on receiving the
Union County Women of Excellence
Award.

Upcoming events include an an-
tique show on April 3 and Easter Egg
Hunt on April 16. Spring leaf pick-up
is scheduled for March 28, and brush
pick-up will take place on two dates in
April; April 4 for north-side residents
and April 11 for south-side residents.
The mayor announced that on Satur-
day, March 19, there will be a St.
Patrick’s Party at Flannery’s Pub from
noon to 9 p.m.

an officer exposed to a number of
safety risks. “Every law enforcement
official knows that giving their mem-
bers extra safety equipment can make
a difference,” he said.

Mayor Mahr believes the Readi
Mask will prove to be a valuable tool
for the Fanwood Police Department,
stating, “It is of the utmost impor-
tance to us that our force remains on
the cutting edge when it comes to
safety. Any additional protection the
borough can offer its police force is a
win-win.”
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Fanwood PD

2000 Hill Top Road. “I would like to
remark that this photograph is grossly
inaccurately represented,” he said.

“2000 Hilltop Road,” Mr.
D’Agostino stated, “is at least 150
feet from the vantage point where I
view this picture, unless the camera
was either zoomed, or the address is
inaccurate.”

“As a matter of fact,” Mr.
D’Agostino continued, “if you look
at the picture you can read the ad-
dress on the house as 2003 Hill Top
Road… I would have to ask the board
to disregard this completely.”

Sparks continued to fly through
the second half of the meeting when
Mr. Shidfar resumed his testimony
on behalf of T-Mobile. Mr. Shidfar
was met in debate by the board’s own
hired RF engineer, Ronald E. Graiff
of New Fairfield, Conn. Mr. Graiff’s
testimony included a map of data
points collected during the drive-test
of the antenna mounted on the Judy
Lane utility tower.

“If that first [data point coordinate]
said ‘74.5000’ could you translate
that to degrees, minutes and sec-
onds?” asked Mr. Graiff.

“Seventy-four would put you in
Afghanistan, actually,” Mr. Shidfar
replied. “You want to be accurate?
Fine. Let’s be accurate.”

Mr. Graiff corrected himself and
read off the map two more data
points. “Can you tell me which way
the vehicle was moving?”

“I don’t know,” Mr. Shidfar re-
plied. “Why don’t you tell me, since
you’re good at this stuff?”

“Well, you certainly knew where
Afghanistan was,” Mr. Graiff shot
back, followed by a round of ap-
plause from the audience.

“Let’s be professional,” Mr. Shidfar
said.

“Okay, Mr. Shidfar, stop,” inter-
jected the board’s attorney, Vince
Loughlin. “You’re 50 percent of this;
we’re going to go with questions and
answers, not comments, not repar-
tee.”

Towards the end of the meeting,
Mr. Graiff produced a map from T-
Mobile’s application to the board to
build a monopole at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains dated Novem-
ber 2, 2009 and compared it with Mr.
Shidfar’s drive-test data map.

“This case [from 2009] indicated
that there was coverage [in the area of
Mary Ellen Lane and Christine
Circle]; this [current] case indicated
that there wasn’t any coverage there,”
Mr. Graiff pointed out.

“Can you explain why this [older]
map shows continuous green (good)
coverage all the way to the southeast
of where your map doesn’t show con-
tinuous coverage?” Mr. Graiff asked
Mr. Shidfar.

“I don’t know what point was made,
and I’m a little concerned that this
exhibit being used like this has had
some kind of impact on this board to
make some type of point,” Mr.
Edwards objected.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Cell Tower
“My testimony is that I have no

knowledge of the exhibit,” Mr. Shidfar
stated.

Mr. Graiff produced another docu-
ment from the 2009 application. “This
is the radio frequency report that was
prepared for the Township of Scotch
Plains in Union County for the Hill-
side Cemetery site, and the RF [radio
frequency] engineer was this fellow
named Ben Shidfar,” he said. The
document was then marked as an
exhibit in the current application.

Mr. Shidfar continued to deny that
he had any knowledge of the map
from the 2009 application.

At the conclusion of Mr. Shidfar’s
testimony, the meeting was ad-
journed and scheduled to be contin-
ued in April. T-Mobile will present
its last witness on Wednesday, April
13, and the objectors will present
their own planning expert on Thurs-
day, April 14.

Woman Charged With
Defrauding Partner

WESTFIELD – On February 16, a
summons was issued to Westfield
resident Joanne Heller-Saunders in
which she was charged with defraud-
ing her partner, Abby Saunders, of
$19,000.

The summons alleges that Heller-
Saunders, 50, stole the identity of
Ms. Saunders, 40, and liquidated an
IRA at Merrill Lynch. The charges
are indictable offenses, and Heller-
Saunders was released on her own
recognizance pending trial.

Based on the amount of money
involved, the charges fall under a
third degree offense, the penalties of
which could include a jail term of
three to five years.

In its July 15, 2004 edition, The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times re-
ported that Joanne Heller and Abby
Saunders became the first Westfield
couple to file for Domestic Partner-
ship at Town Hall. The couple, which
filed for a civil union in 2007, cur-
rently is separated pending dissolu-
tion of the civil union. Heller-
Saunders is the former owner of Ebabe
and Edude Auctions.

Based on documents received by
The Times, an investigation is on-
going. Anyone with further infor-
mation can e-mail
lbarr@goleader.com.

Senate President Steve Sweeney

Happy

St. Patrick’s Day

Erin go Bragh

Disko, Berman Indicted
In Bid Rigging Scheme

TRENTON – Local engineer Ken-
neth Disko, 47, of Mountainside,
was charged Wednesday by the at-
torney general’s office with a bid
rigging and kickback scheme from
2001 to 2010 as the contracted engi-
neer or engineer/architect on record
for the Westfield, Tinton Falls and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
tricts.

Also indicted was Westfield
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert Berman, 55,
of South Plainfield; John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal
Window Company; Martin W. Starr,
44, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting; and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.

New Jersey Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Director Stephen Taylor
said Disko was charged with sec-
ond-degree making false contract
payment claims for allegedly pre-
paring fraudulent quotes and esti-
mates in connection with school
district contracts, and directing con-
tractors to inflate quotes and esti-
mates.

Authorities said Diskko allegedly
submitted those quotes and esti-
mates to the three school districts
and recommended approval of the
fraudulently bid contracts in ex-
change for more than $80,000 in
kickbacks from contractors.

Berman was charged with sec-
ond-degree bribery for allegedly ac-
cepting over $13,000 worth of win-
dow glass and doors installed at his
home by Metropolitan from 2004
to 2008 in return for making writ-
ten recommendations that the
Westfield Board of Education ap-
point Metropolitan as the district’s
“contractor of record.”

“We allege that this engineer cor-
rupted the contracting process in
three school districts where he
worked, taking more than $80,000
in kickbacks from contractors who
overcharged the districts for school
repairs and renovations,” Attorney
General Paula Dow said. “These
defendants allegedly cheated the
taxpayers who fund these districts,
as well as the students who might
have benefited from the thousands
of dollars that were misappropri-
ated.”

“We charge that the business ad-
ministrator for the Westfield School
District accepted expensive home
repairs, free of charge, from a com-
pany that he repeatedly recom-
mended for a lucrative appointment
as the district’s contractor of
record,” Mr. Taylor said. “We will
not tolerate this type of illegal, self-
serving conduct by public officials.”

It is alleged that, in bidding on
contracts for the Westfield and
Tinton Falls school districts,
Sangiuliano, at Disko’s direction,
knowingly prepared fraudulent
quotes bearing the names of other
legitimate contractors, making the
quotes higher than his own, authori-
ties said. Authorities said
Sangiuliano submitted the quotes
to Disko, who recommended that
the contracts be awarded to
Sangiuliano’s company, Metropoli-

tan.
The attorney general’s office also

alleged that, at the direction of
Disko, Sangiuliano knowingly in-
flated Metropolitan’s quotes and the
cost of repairs for the contracts. In
exchange for the inflated contracts,
Sangiuliano allegedly gave kick-
backs to Disko in excess of $36,000
in 2009 and 2010. It is alleged that
Disko also received more than
$44,000 in kickbacks from a prior
owner of Metropolitan who is now
deceased for contracts awarded to
Metropolitan from 2001 to 2004.

In bidding one contract in the
Westfield schools, Disko allegedly
told Sangiuliano he would include
the replacement of seven windows
in the scope of work for the bidding
specifications, even though those
windows had been already replaced
by Sangiuliano. This allegedly en-
abled Sangiuliano to bid lower than
other contractors, knowing he
would not have to replace the win-
dows.

Sangiuliano was awarded the job.
He allegedly also kept an additional
$18,000 in “bid allowances” for un-
foreseen work that was approved
by Disko as the architect/engineer
of record, authorities charged, not-
ing that Sangiuliano, in fact, did not
perform any unforeseen or addi-
tional work on the project.

It is further alleged that between
2004 and 2008, Sangiuliano in-
stalled free window glass and doors,
valued at over $13,000, in Berman’s
home in exchange for Berman’s rec-
ommendation of Metropolitan as
contractor of record for the
Westfield School District.

Starr was charged in connection
with contracts worth approximately
$39,530 that were awarded to Starr
Contracting by the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood districts.
Authorities said Starr allegedly pre-
pared fictitious quotes in 2009 and
2010 from legitimate contractors
without their permission and sub-
mitted them to Disko in order to
appear to be the lowest bidder for
the contracts.

Authorities also alleged that
Gallagher helped Starr to obtain
those contracts in the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood districts by
preparing fraudulent and fictitious
quotes and estimates for his own
companies and submitting them to
Disko as higher bids than those sub-
mitted by Starr. Also, in connection
with other contracts that were
awarded to Gallagher’s companies
in the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood districts, Gallagher alleg-
edly inflated quotes and the cost of
work performed. In return for the
inflated contracts, Gallagher alleg-
edly gave cash kickbacks to Disko.

Division of Criminal Justice de-
tectives arrested Starr and Gallagher
Wednesday morning. They were
held in the Union County jail with
bail set for each at $50,000. Disko,
Sangiuliano and Berman were
charged by complaint-summonses.

Second-degree charges carry a
maximum sentence of 10 years in
state prison and a criminal fine of
$150,000.

According to authorites, the in-
vestigation is ongoing.


