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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS 

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE LONE RANGER…Officer Nicholas Mauro demonstrates the Readi Mask,
a safety mask designed for respiratory protection that members of the Fanwood
Police Department will now have access to. Pictured, left to right, are: Officer
Mauro, John Schwind, CEO of Global Safety First; Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Chief of Police Richard Trigo.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BATTLE OVER RADIO FREQUENCY...Ben Shidfar, left, T-Mobile’s radio
frequency engineer, watches as the Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment’s radio
frequency engineer, Ronald Graiff,  elaborates on a map from an older applica-
tion by T-Mobile (from 2009) to install a cell tower at Hillside Cemetery.

Mandy Russell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHARNG IDEAS…Representatives from all 21 towns in Union County at-
tended last Thursday’s county-sponsored shared services summit at the Acad-
emy for Performing Arts Center on the Vocational-Technical Schools campus on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. See story on page 2.

5k Run Saturday To
Cause Road Closure
FANWOOD – On Saturday, March

12, St. Bartholomew Church in Scotch
Plains will host a 5K Run, which will
take place in the Borough of Fanwood.
From 9 to approximately 10:30 a.m.,
Westfield Road in Fanwood will be
closed for the race. The Fanwood
Police Department asks drivers to
use caution in the surrounding area
during this time.

For more information, including a
route map, visit fanwoodpolice.org
and click on the link “St. Bart’s 5K
Race” and then the link “Race Route.”

Fanwood PD Utilizes
Innovative Safety Mask
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Chief of Police Richard
Trigo announced on Monday that the
Fanwood Police Department would
be the first municipality in New Jer-
sey to utilize an innovative new safety
mask called Readi Mask. The dispos-
able mask, costing approximately
$2.95 each, will provide the depart-
ment with easy-to-use respiratory
protection. The cost of the mask is
being funded through emergency
management funds.

The pocket-size Readi Mask has
proven to be effective against most
forms of particulates, including vi-
ruses, smoke and smog. The mask
adheres completely to the face, creat-
ing a secure barrier. When sealed, the
filter mask allows the wearer to con-
tinue to breath easily when exposed to
particulates and airborne pathogens,
while providing a complete perimeter
seal even against pepper spray. The
patented product, redesigned and re-
launched in 2010 by John Schwind,
CEO of Global Safety First, will even-
tually be marketed to other depart-

ments, including emergency workers
and health-care providers, as well as
the general public.

“There was a situation in an as-
sisted living facility [that involved
police action] where the flu was run-
ning rampant and 30 percent of the
force ended up getting sick and was
out,” Chief Trigo told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “This prod-
uct offers a level of protection for the
officers that we didn’t have yesterday
– that we have today.”

The Readi Mask is awaiting final
approval, but has already passed the
national Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health’s N95 perfor-
mance testing. “Our goal is to apply
this in the police department as they
get final approval,” Mayor Mahr said.
“When it gets final approval, you
will probably see widespread use.
There are so many applications, it’s
simple to use and the police officer
can carry it with him. That is why we
wanted to try it.”

Chief Trigo reported that the mask
will be used in medical and police
situations that would otherwise leave

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOT OFF THE GRIDDLE…Hungry guests enjoy pancakes, eggs and other breakfast fare last Sunday during the Scotch
Plains Lions Club’s Pancake Breakfast. The event, which benefits local charities and community activities, was held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Tempers Flare At T-Mobile
Cell Tower Hearing In SP

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Shared Services
Meeting Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS/
FANWOOD – The Shared Ser-
vices Forum will be held March
10th (tonight), 7 p.m. in the Board
of Ed Office at Evergreen School.
The public is urged to attend.

Mahr: Fanwood ‘Voices Deep
Concern’ Re Post Office Closing

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood’s mayor
and council held a regular meeting,
Tuesday, and discussed everything
from updates on the Fanwood Mu-
seum, the Martine and South Avenue
property, the borough website and
the rumor of the post office’s demise.

Council President Joan Wheeler
attended a recent Historic Preserva-
tion Commission meeting, during
which a “cursory survey” of the
Fanwood Museum at the train station
was presented. The survey looks at
possible repairs needed at the site.

The council president said she

learned a lot about the circa-1874
structure at the meeting; she said the
windows at the top are really
Plexiglas. She said she was “sur-
prised” to see some of the damage to
both the foundation and the roof. Ms.
Wheeler also was “surprised” to see
that the water drains into the founda-
tion and not away from it. The bor-
ough has received a $50,000 grant
from Union County, earmarked for
the museum, and is “looking for the
biggest bang for its buck.” Those
dollars must be spent before the end
of the year.

Ms. Wheeler told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at the conclu-

sion of the meeting that the train
station is on the national historic reg-
istry. “We, as borough elected offi-
cials, are very, very interested in pre-
serving its space and improving the
state that it’s in at this point in time.”

She added, “The train station is
probably the reason Fanwood, as a
borough, was founded. It’s the only
train station built in that era (latter
1800s) that still stands in Union
County, so it’s a very valuable piece
of property. The borough engineer,
architect and structural engineer sur-
veyed the property and found [vari-
ous items of attention] that should be
addressed sooner rather than later.”

She said the general consensus of
the historic preservation commission,
Monday night, was to ask if all parties
could “slow down a bit” so that com-
mission members have an opportu-
nity to understand all of the findings
and develop “an appropriate approach
to preserving what we have here.”

Separately, she also said that bor-
ough residents can expect to see the
construction of a “wonderfully mag-
nificent building” at the corner of
Martine and South Avenues, which
currently sits vacant.

Elite Properties, she said, has de-
signed the building and taken some
of the Victorian architectural details
of the train-station area and incorpo-
rated them into the corner building.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she hopes
to see workers break ground in late
spring. She called the site a “wel-
come addition” to the borough.

Mayor Mahr also announced at the
meeting that the borough can expect
a “completely revamped” website to
be rolled out in two to three weeks.
She called the new site “long over-
due.”

“You will see a focus on getting
updated information out to you,” the
mayor said to residents, “and finally
getting transparency in government

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment continued to hear testimony last
Wednesday on T-Mobile’s applica-
tion to build a 120-foot monopole
antenna at Willow Grove Swim Club.

The board will wrap up testimony
at meetings on April 13 and 14 before
making a decision.

T-Mobile’s radio frequency (RF)
engineer, Ben Shidfar, did not at-
tend the December 13 meeting, as
he was obtaining additional drive-
test data on the practicality of in-
stalling antennas on the existing util-
ity tower located at the end of Judy
Lane, instead of erecting a new
monopole at the swim club.

“Mr. Shidfar is here now to discuss
a continuation of radio frequency,”
stated T-Mobile’s attorney, John R.
Edwards, Jr., “[and] we have addi-
tional testimony from [Timothy M.]
Kronk.”

Mr. Kronk, T-Mobile’s planner, per-
formed additional balloon tests on
February 11 and February 16, as had
been requested by the board in order
to determine the visibility of the tower
in the winter when the area’s decidu-
ous trees lack foliage. Mr. Kronk
elevated a red balloon of a specific
diameter to 120 feet at the site of the
proposed tower, and then photo-
graphed it from different locations in
the area. Using this data, Mr. Kronk
then photoshopped a simulated cell
tower into the photos where the bal-
loon was visible.

“The first balloon test was started
on February 11,” Mr. Kronk ex-
plained, “and then halfway into it, the
wind did start to pick up, to a point
where they were not acceptable to
conclude the balloon test so we did
conclude that on February 16.”

“It seems that the height of the
balloon is the [actual] height of the
tower,” board planner Mary Moody
commented, in reference to one of
the photographs, “there wasn’t much
arcing [due to wind].”

Matthew Grant of Maple Hill Road
asked if “any notice [was] given to
the public about the balloon test to
allow the public to observe it [or]
take pictures of their own?”

“No,” stated Mr. Kronk. “I believe
we discussed that at the [December]
hearing, and the board chose not to
[publicize the date of the balloon
test].”

“What? When did that happen?”
asked Lori Gallahue, a resident of
Beech Avenue.

“Given the conditions of wind and
so forth that are so unpredictable,”
said Mary Ducran, also of Maple Hill
Road, “it would be hard to pin down
a date and have everybody come and
have it be suitable conditions to run
the test.”

Hill Top Road resident Dave
D’Agostino disputed the credibility
of Mr. Kronk’s photograph taken at

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Area Candidates File for Open
Seats on Boards of Education

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Board of Education (BOE)
candidates filed their candidacies this
week for the annual school election,
which will be held this year on
Wednesday, April 27.

In Westfield, three seats are avail-
able, as the terms of Vice-President
Ann Cary and board members Alice
Hunnicutt and Gary McCready have
expired. Ms. Cary has announced she

will seek another term on the board,
while Ms. Hunnicutt and Mr.
McCready will not.

Eight candidates are vying for three
available BOE seats. Along with Ms.
Cary, Jessica Blessing, Mark Fried-
man, Keith Hertell, Karym Hoens,
Roseanne Kurstedt, Joseph Miceli
and Jennifer Silva have announced
they will seek election to the board
and their petitions have been filed
with the board office.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education has three seats open;
two from Scotch Plains and one from
Fanwood. The terms of Scotch Plains
BOE members Warren McFall and
Donald Parisi have expired, as well
as the seat of Fanwood’s Rob
O’Connor.

Four candidates in Scotch Plains
will compete for two available seats
and in Fanwood, three candidates
will by vye for one open seat. Mr.
McFall announced he is seeking a
third term on the board. He is joined
in the race by Victor DeVizio, Dou-
glas Layne and Melanie Root.

Jeanne Cleary, Michael Lewis and
Margaret Savoca are contending for
the one available seat in Fanwood.

In Mountainside, five candidates

will compete for three available seats;
two from the expired terms currently
held by BOE Vice-President Cathy
Jakositz and board member Carolyn
Williams, and the one-year term of
Maureen Hess, who took over for
board member Jorge Battista, who
stepped down last year due to reloca-
tion.

Candidates for the Mountainside
BOE include Dante Gioia, Ms. Hess,
and Ms. Jakositz, all seeking full
three-year terms; and Jeane Parker
and Ms. Williams, who are seeking
the unexpired one-year term.

Garwood has three open seats from
the expired three year terms of board
members Susan Groning, Christine
Guerriero and Karen Rusin. Ms.
Guerriero and Aaron J. Watkins have
both announced their candidacies.

Breaking News: March 9, 2011 - NJ State Attorney General Indicts Mountainside Engineer,
Scotch Plains Contractor and Westfield School Business Administrator - see story on page 10.


