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One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

Courtesy of Peggy Rothbaum
MEET AND GREET...Business leaders from the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce gather at the new Turning Point restaurant in Westfield to discuss
matters and to welcome the new business.

Photo courtesy of Ben DeMarzo
TOWER TERMINATED…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., both of Westfield, address the town council Tuesday night informing them that
the cell tower construction application slated for the Armory has been denied.

Mandy Russell for The Westfield Leader
ON CAMERA…Garwood Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma
was among municipal  officials who attended Union County’s shared services
summit last Thursday at the Academy for Performing Arts Center on the
Vocational-Technical Schools campus in Scotch Plains. See story on page 2.

TANZANIA TREK...On February 25, the Venturing Crew 27 of Westfield
climbed to the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro of Tanzania. Members of Crew 27,
pictured above, are: Ellen and Taylor Anderson, Charlotte Dreizen, Chris
Mench, Mark Rhodes, Bill and Olivia Ryan and Madison Weist of Westfield;
Chirag Patel and Lori and Dan Zucker, Mike Barta, Matt Hachey and Dillon and
Dan Jewell.

 Woman Charged With
Defrauding Partner

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
February 16, a summons was issued
to Westfield resident Joanne Heller-
Saunders in which she was charged
with defrauding her partner, Abby
Saunders, of $19,000.

The summons alleges that Heller-
Saunders, 50, stole the identity of
Ms. Saunders, 40, and liquidated an
IRA at Merrill Lynch. The charges
are indictable offenses, and Heller-
Saunders was released on her own
recognizance pending trial.

Based on the amount of money
involved, the charges fall under a
third degree offense, the penalties of
which could include a jail term of
three to five years.

In its July 15, 2004 edition, The
Westfield Leader reported that Joanne
Heller and Abby Saunders became
the first Westfield couple to file for
Domestic Partnership at Town Hall.
The couple, which filed for a civil
union in 2007, currently is separated
pending dissolution of the civil union.
Heller-Saunders is the former owner
of Ebabe and Edude Auctions.

Based on documents received by
The Leader, an investigation is ongo-
ing. Anyone with further information
can e-mail lbarr@goleader.com.

and Ms. Jakositz, all seeking full
three-year terms, and Jeane Parker
and Ms. Williams, who are seeking
the unexpired one-year term.

Garwood has three open seats from
the expired three-year terms of board
members Susan Groning, Christine
Guerriero and Karen Rusin. Ms.
Guerriero and Aaron J. Watkins have
both announced their candidacies.
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Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET TALK…Mountainside Board of Education (BOE) Acting Business
Administrator Daniel Saragnese presents the 2011-2012 Mountainside school
budget during the BOE’s meeting Tuesday night.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
LIGHTS OUT…At the Tuesday night Westfield Town Council meeting, resident
Maria Carluccio addresses the council regarding the much-disputed Central
Avenue pedestrian signal.

for approval.
Chief School Administrator

Jeanette Baubles and Acting Business
Administrator Mr. Daniel Saragnese
presented the budget to the public.

The BOE budget entails the cost of
the education of the approximate 800
students projected to be enrolled in
grades pre-kindergarten through 8th
grade this fall as well as the projected
34 students to be enrolled in the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
and the approximate 260 high school
students projected to be enrolled in
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights.

The Mountainside school district
has a sending/receiving relationship
with the Berkeley Heights school
district. Officials said this relation-
ship reflects a crucial aspect to this
year’s budget.

It was revealed at the BOE meeting
that more than 22 percent of this year’s
school budget will be paid to the Ber-
keley Heights school district as a re-
sult of this sending/receiving rela-
tionship, at a cost of more than $13,200
per student per year.

However, inaccuracies in calculat-
ing last year’s expenses by the Berke-
ley Heights school district will ad-
versely affect the budget of the
Mountainside school district this year.

“The regular education tuition that
we pay to Berkeley Heights, unfortu-
nately, there was a significant tuition
adjustment that needed to be made
relative to the ’09-’10 school year and
right now that’s the biggest line item
increase in our budget,” Mr. Saragnese
said. “It’s an obligation that we need
to meet. We’re working with the board,
the administration of Berkeley Heights
so we can work on things from both
ends to see to it that adjustments of
that magnitude don’t occur rolling
forward.”

As covered in last week’s Leader,
Mr. Saragnese is in the process of fine-
tuning several ideas designed to curtail
costs for the district. In keeping with
the district’s goal of “assuring good
fiscal management” while seeking to
eliminate “the approximate $1-million
revenue shortfall” identified four ma-
jor areas where cost cutting would
improve the district’s finances.

“We wanted to keep programs intact
and then very systematically look to
see what we can eliminate or stream-
line programs without jeopardizing any
of the academics for the coming year,”
Mr. Saragnese stated.

Students who reside two miles or
less from their school will have to pay
subscription fees for bus service. The
revised approximate cost per student is
$600 to $720 per student with a pos-
sible reduced rate for family members
using the same bus route.

More specifics were provided for
the so-called “pay to play” option.
Students who join the boys’ and girls’
soccer teams, the boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball teams, the girls’ softball team,
and the boys’ baseball team as well as
all school clubs would also be subject

to a subscription fee, officials said.
There is no specific estimate at this
time, but the fee was characterized as
a “partial” subscription.

One special education self-con-
tained class will be cut, reducing
staffing needs, and the district’s up-
coming fifth grade class will transi-
tion from a departmentalized to a
self-contained model, also designed
to reduce staff.

After the disclosure of possible
staff reduction, several members of
the public broached the ratio of stu-
dent to teacher in the district.

In response, board member Chris-
topher Minks responded that the
Mountainside student has a good sup-
port system.

“The caliber of teacher that we have,
and the caliber of parents that we have
in this community, and the parents
that we have that get involved in this
district is such that 20, 25 kids (per
classroom)…is a healthy number,” Mr.
Minks said. “We are blessed to have
the facilities that we do and to have the
good teaching staff that we do that we
will continue to try to cultivate that
certainly can handle 20 to 25 stu-
dents.”

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, March
22. For more information on the
district’s budget, see http://
www.mountainsideschools.org.
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Armory Cell Tower
He said after the plans were submit-

ted to Union County, who undertook
the project, their expert, Louis Berger
Group, then moved the light further
from the corner to its current location
due to requirements that the crosswalk
and light be a certain distance from the
stop sign at Central and Clover.

Greg Kasko, who retired from the
Westfield Police Department follow-
ing a lawsuit against the town, again
asked Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the
council to reconsider bringing Mr. Meth
in to speak to the residents affected by
the new pedestrian crossing signal on
Central Avenue. Mr. Kasko told the
mayor that he had his checkbook with
him and said that he was “willing to pay
two hours worth” of Mr. Meth’s time
out of his own pocket to come and
speak to the residents.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
said that with the installation of the
crosswalk and the light the town has
“achieved a major safety improvement,”
but someone should have notified Ms.
Enculescu that the light was being in-
stalled on her property.

“I think she deserved that,” Council-
man Haas said. He added that he still
had some questions regarding the light’s
current location.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that he
understands that Ms. Enculescu is up-
set that the light is in front of her house,
but that he feels the light is working. He
again promised that the council would

review the placement of the light based
on traffic data, crossing guard input,
accident data and other factors, but that
he doubted the light would be moved.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution allowing for the
demolition of a home located at 9
Karen Terrace at the corner of East
Broad Street. In December the town’s
planning board voted 5-3 to allow
developer Michael Mahoney to be
relieved of having to preserve the
circa 1785 home as he promised in
his original conforming subdivision
application in 2000. The parents of
Richard Bagger, a former state sena-
tor and current chief of staff to Gov-
ernor Chris Christie, previously
owned the home.

Additionally, the council passed a
resolution allowing for a change order
in the amount of $21,000 for the con-
cession area expansion at Westfield
Memorial Pool. The change brings
the total cost of the project to $210,308.
According to the resolution, the price
increase is due to site conditions that
“necessitated additional work items
and more materials than had been
anticipated.”

The council ended their meeting by
going into closed session to discuss
the builders remedy lawsuit brought
by Sunnyside Senior Housing.
Sunnyside is seeking to build high-
density housing, including affordable
housing, on Springfield Avenue.
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WF BOE
as to not financially bleed again this
year,” board member Ginny Leiz said.

Ms. Walker added that Westfield
has been “good stewards of our fi-
nance.”

Westfield saw its state aid increase
$845,448 to $1.3 million. The state aid
represents less than 1 percent of the
budget this year, which is down about
10 percent from years past, officials
said.

Ms. Walker said the board hopes to
stay within the state-mandated 2 per-
cent tax cap, and is working on sources
of revenue to replace reduced state aid
from previous years. The district has
instituted employee health insurance
contributions, a student activity fee,
and taken advantage of grants. The
board estimates the revenue from these
items to be about $1,079,465. Westfield
is also reducing operational costs by
lowering health insurance costs, com-
munication costs, transportation, en-
ergy and the cost of copiers, an amount
that would save the district about
$2,257,300.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said it will “not be possible
to reinstate staff or programs that have
been cut in the past few years.”

But, that within the budget it will be
possible to balance the spending plan
to maintain current programs for stu-
dents, such as high school electives,
sports programs, languages, arts and
music, and clubs.

Ms. Dolan ended by saying, “We
adults need to step forward so that
everything stays the same for the chil-
dren. I am proud and thankful for the
staff and teachers and this district.”

Happy
St. Patrick’s Day

Erin go Bragh

Disko, Berman Indicted
In Bid Rigging Scheme

TRENTON – Local engineer
Kenneth Disko, 47, of
Mountainside, was charged
Wednesday by the attorney
general’s office with a bid rigging
and kickback scheme from 2001 to
2010 as the contracted engineer or
engineer/architect on record for the
Westfield, Tinton Falls and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

Also indicted was Westfield
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert Berman,
55, of South Plainfield; John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal
Window Company; Martin W. Starr,
44, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting; and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Con-
struction and Tara Construction.

New Jersey Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Director Stephen Taylor
said Disko was charged with sec-
ond-degree making false contract
payment claims for allegedly pre-
paring fraudulent quotes and esti-
mates in connection with school
district contracts, and directing con-
tractors to inflate quotes and esti-
mates.

Authorities said Diskko allegedly
submitted those quotes and esti-
mates to the three school districts
and recommended approval of the
fraudulently bid contracts in ex-
change for more than $80,000 in
kickbacks from contractors.

Berman was charged with sec-
ond-degree bribery for allegedly
accepting over $13,000 worth of
window glass and doors installed at
his home by Metropolitan from
2004 to 2008 in return for making
written recommendations that the
Westfield Board of Education ap-
point Metropolitan as the district’s
“contractor of record.”

“We allege that this engineer cor-
rupted the contracting process in
three school districts where he
worked, taking more than $80,000
in kickbacks from contractors who
overcharged the districts for school
repairs and renovations,” Attorney
General Paula Dow said. “These
defendants allegedly cheated the
taxpayers who fund these districts,
as well as the students who might
have benefited from the thousands
of dollars that were misappropri-
ated.”

“We charge that the business ad-
ministrator for the Westfield School
District accepted expensive home
repairs, free of charge, from a com-
pany that he repeatedly recom-
mended for a lucrative appointment
as the district’s contractor of
record,” Mr. Taylor said. “We will
not tolerate this type of illegal, self-
serving conduct by public officials.”

It is alleged that, in bidding on
contracts for the Westfield and
Tinton Falls school districts,
Sangiuliano, at Disko’s direction,

knowingly prepared fraudulent
quotes bearing the names of other
legitimate contractors, making the
quotes higher than his own, authori-
ties said. Authorities said
Sangiuliano submitted the quotes to
Disko, who recommended that the
contracts be awarded to
Sangiuliano’s company, Metropoli-
tan.

The attorney general’s office also
alleged that, at the direction of Disko,
Sangiuliano knowingly inflated
Metropolitan’s quotes and the cost
of repairs for the contracts. In ex-
change for the inflated contracts,
Sangiuliano allegedly gave kick-
backs to Disko in excess of $36,000
in 2009 and 2010. It is alleged that
Disko also received more than
$44,000 in kickbacks from a prior
owner of Metropolitan who is now
deceased for contracts awarded to
Metropolitan from 2001 to 2004.

In bidding one contract in the
Westfield schools, Disko allegedly
told Sangiuliano he would include
the replacement of seven windows
in the scope of work for the bidding
specifications, even though those
windows had been already replaced
by Sangiuliano. This allegedly en-
abled Sangiuliano to bid lower than
other contractors, knowing he would
not have to replace the windows.

Sangiuliano was awarded the job.
He allegedly also kept an additional
$18,000 in “bid allowances” for un-
foreseen work that was approved by
Disko as the architect/engineer of
record, authorities charged, noting
that Sangiuliano, in fact, did not
perform any unforeseen or additional
work on the project.

It is further alleged that between
2004 and 2008, Sangiuliano installed
free window glass and doors, valued
at over $13,000, in Berman’s home
in exchange for Berman’s recom-
mendation of Metropolitan as con-
tractor of record for the Westfield
School District.

Starr was charged in connection
with contracts worth approximately
$39,530 that were awarded to Starr
Contracting by the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood districts.
Authorities said Starr allegedly pre-
pared fictitious quotes in 2009 and
2010 from legitimate contractors
without their permission and sub-
mitted them to Disko in order to
appear to be the lowest bidder for
the contracts.

Authorities also alleged that
Gallagher helped Starr to obtain
those contracts in the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood districts by
preparing fraudulent and fictitious
quotes and estimates for his own
companies and submitting them to
Disko as higher bids than those sub-
mitted by Starr. Also, in connection
with other contracts that were
awarded to Gallagher’s companies
in the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood districts, Gallagher alleg-

edly inflated quotes and the cost of
work performed. In return for the
inflated contracts, Gallagher alleg-
edly gave cash kickbacks to Disko.

Division of Criminal Justice de-
tectives arrested Starr and Gallagher
Wednesday morning. They were held
in the Union County jail with bail set
for each at $50,000. Disko,
Sangiuliano and Berman were
charged by complaint-summonses.

Second-degree charges carry a
maximum sentence of 10 years in
state prison and a criminal fine of
$150,000.


