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Arts Association to Host Digital
CameraWorkshop at Fanwood Library

WHS Junior Ross Workman Teams Up With
New York Times Best Seller to Pen ‘Kick’

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Ross Workman, a
17-year-old junior at Westfield High
School (WHS), can now add pub-
lished author to his list of accom-
plishments. His first book, “Kick,”
co-authored with New York Times
bestselling author Walter Dean
Myers, was published in February.

The collaboration began with a
simple fan e-mail Ross sent to Mr.
Myers, who has written more than
100 books, which prompted the au-
thor to suggest the two write a book
together. It was the summer before
Ross was to enter eighth grade when
the idea gained momen-
tum.

“Kick,” about 13-year
-old Kevin Johnson, a
soccer star and all-
around good kid who
unexpectedly finds him-
self in trouble and
headed for a juvenile
(juvie) detention center,
was the result after Mr.
Myers suggested an 80-
page book written in al-
ternating chapters. He
would write a 10-page
chapter in the voice of
Sergeant Jerry Brown,
who in the book takes
Kevin under his wing,
and Ross would follow
with a chapter written
in the voice of Kevin.

Mr. Myers stated this was the first
time he considered a project like this.
Regarding his decision to co-author
the book with Ross, Mr. Myers told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “He [Ross]
seemed very interested in the process.
I’ve gotten e-mails from kids before
asking me to read their stuff and praise
it. Ross was different.”

“Kick” had unfamiliar elements
for both Ross and Mr. Myers. Ross
knew nothing about “juvie” and Mr.
Myers, on the other hand, knew noth-
ing about soccer.

Ross played soccer for years and
was on the WHS soccer team until a
recent back injury made it impos-
sible to continue with the physical
sport. He admitted that it was a chal-
lenge to write the chapters relating to

jail and “juvie.” He did research on
the subject and sought the advice of a
family friend who is a lawyer, but
found the soccer scenes very easy to
write, stating, “A lot of the team stuff
was shaped from actual experience.”

Mr. Myers, who currently lives in
Jersey City, grew up in Harlem. Al-
though he got his start by writing
sports articles, he wrote about bas-
ketball, not soccer. He admitted that
he bought the book “Soccer for Dum-
mies” to learn more about the sport.
“Ross would get on my case,” he
said, regarding his chapters that in-
volved a soccer scene if Ross did not
think it rang true.

Ross said that writ-
ing his chapter would
take approximately
two or three weeks.
“He trusted me,” he
said, regarding the
fact that Mr. Myers
gave him leeway to
take his chapter in the
direction he wanted.
“He gave me a lot of
freedom.” After read-
ing Chapter 2, which
Ross had penned, Mr.
Myers remembered
thinking, “This is
good.”

The author admit-
ted that in the begin-
ning, he wasn’t sure
the project would

make it to print. “I didn’t think it
would be published,” he said, because
of the fact that kids don’t usually have
the time to commit to such a long
process. “He [Ross] stuck with it. If I
suggested a re-write, he didn’t mind –
not that he didn’t mind, he under-
stood.”

After about a year of back and forth
e-mail correspondence, the first draft
was complete. Mr. Myers, based on
his experience, remembers thinking,
“You know, this is going to be a book.”

The book was presented to an editor
who let them know there was still a
substantial amount of work to be done.
“I could tell Ross, from my own
experience, that this was encourag-
ing,” Mr. Myers said, referring to the
fact that the editor “didn’t rip up the
pages and throw them in the air.”

Mr. Myers told The Leader and

The Times about a stu-
dent who was moved
to tears over the
amount of changes an
editor can suggest. “I
remember taking a
manuscript to a
school [where he was
making a presenta-
tion] with the editor’s
blue sticky notes and
comments all over it,
and one girl cried
because she said,
‘you’re famous, you
shouldn’t have to go
through that.’”

The first draft went
to the editor the sum-
mer before Ross
started high school.
That also was the first
time Ross and Mr.
Myers would meet in
person. According to
Mr. Myers, editing is
the longest part of the
book writing process.

The finished prod-
uct was well worth
the wait. Although
geared towards a jun-
ior high school audi-
ence, “Kick” is engaging from the
start. After reading several chapters,
it was difficult to determine between
novice and seasoned pro when it came
to writing. The chapters flowed with
fluidity, attesting to Ross’ undeni-
able talent.

“My writing has improved since
I’ve written the book,” Ross said. “I
learned a lot. So hopefully, my next
book will be better.”

Ross admitted that he has not writ-
ten much lately outside of school-
work. “I have been writing a little bit.
But with the junior year research pa-
per, it’s been hard,” he said, referring
to what is know as the JRP.

Because of a confidentiality agree-
ment, Ross stated that while writing
“Kick” he was unable to seek advice
from his Roosevelt English teacher,
Glen Kurz, although he does acknowl-

edge him in the book.
“I  have known Ross as a student

and as an athlete. While he certainly
has talent in both areas, his success
comes from his strong work ethic,”
Mr. Kurz told The Leader and The
Times.

“As a teacher, it is always great to see
one of your students succeed as a writer.
Ross was able to take two things that he
is passionate about, writing and soccer,
and turn it into something productive
and creative. I could not be more proud
of him and I am sure writing with an
accomplished author was an experi-
ence he will never forget.”

Ross is not sure what the future
holds for him in terms of which col-
lege or career path he will choose. One
thing is certain, if his past is any sign
of his future, things are looking rather
good.

Ross Workman
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‘Westfield’ a Pictorial Ride
Down Memory Lane

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – If the saying “a
picture is worth a thousand words” is
indeed true, then there is no more
fitting example than the book
“Westfield,” a recent addition to the
“Images of America” series written
by Jayne Book Salomon.

 The well-known series published
by Arcadia Publishing preserves lo-
cal heritage across the country by
using archival photographs to narrate
the history of a location or commu-
nity.

 And should the author’s name seem
familiar, there is good reason. Ms.
Salomon is The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
very own food writer whose column,
“Westfield Food 4 Thought” appears
frequently in the paper.

 In a way, writing her food column
led to her writing “Westfield.”
“Horace [Corbin], the editor of The
Leader, told me to incorporate
Westfield history into my food col-
umns,” explained Ms. Salomon.

 “While I was researching Westfield
history for my column, I realized
there was no pictorial history of our
town among the many “Images of
America” books,” she continued. “We
needed such a book and I wondered
why there was none.”

 After deciding to take on the
project, the author, who is a member
of the Westfield Historical Society
board of trustees, began researching
local archives.

 The more than 200 photographs
that appear in the book come from
The Westfield Leader, the Westfield
Historical Society, and professional
photographers, whose work appeared

in several early local histories, some
written over 100 years ago. Ms.
Salomon also received assistance
from the Newark Public Library.

 The format of “Westfield,” which
required Ms. Salomon to tell the his-
tory of the town via photographs,
provided somewhat of a challenge.
“There were plenty of photos, but
they didn’t always have information
associated with them,” she said, add-
ing that often she encountered the
opposite: she had good information,
but no photograph to go along with it.

 “I didn’t want the book to be just
a collection of pictures. I wanted it to
tell a story, and I wanted the story to
have continuity,” she explained.

 “Westfield” is divided into ten
chapters, each emphasizing a com-
prehensive and enlightening over-
view of days of Westfield past.

 For example, in the chapter en-
titled “Schools” there are several late
19th century class photographs taken
in front of the long ago demolished
former Lincoln and Washington
Schools.

 In the “Landmarks and Relics”
chapter there is an early photograph
of Westfield’s most recognizable
downtown building, Arcanum Hall.

 The short history accompanying
the photograph reminds us that the
building we see today is actually a
replacement for Aeolian Hall, which
was destroyed in the great fire of
1892.

 “I learned so much about Westfield
from writing this book and I know
others will also,” Ms. Salomon said.

 “Westfield” is available at all lo-
cal and online bookstores. It is also
available for sale at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

‘Rizzo’s Reptiles’ Children’s Show
To Come to WCP on March 12

Pink Water Lily - Photograph by Connie Pinkowski

WESTFIELD - Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) is excited to host
“Rizzo’s Reptiles” Saturday, March
12, from 12:30 to 1:30.

Come see, touch and learn about
live snakes, lizards, turtles and more.
The intimate, 150-seat theater on
North Avenue is the perfect venue to
get up close and personal with
“Rizzo’s Reptiles.”

Tickets are affordably priced at
three for $25, or $10 each. Glow in
the dark lizards and free tattoos, plus
a surprise guest guarantee a fun and
memorable afternoon.

For reserved, guaranteed seating,
mail payment to Westfield Commu-
nity Players, Attention:  Reptiles,
1000 North Avenue West, Westfield,
NJ, 07090. Tickets are also available
at the door. And with plenty of free
parking directly across the street at
the American Legion, there’s no rea-
son to stay home.

Haven’t visited our theater yet?

Bring your little lizard lovers on
March 12. See our current adult per-
formance, A View From the Bridge,
this month, and find more informa-
tion about WCP at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

EVERYBODY GETS THAT…Robert
Slaski of Westfield, starred as Brick in
Saint Peter’s Preparatory School’s re-
cent production of Tennessee Williams’
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Robert is a
graduate of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School and is the son of Robert and
Carolyn Slaski of Westfield.

Water Color Classes at
FW Library

FANWOOD - Fanwood artist
Jean Rosen will teach a four-week
water color class at the Fanwood
Memorial Library at 7 p.m. begin-
ning Tuesday, March 15, and end-
ing Tuesday, April 5. This class is
for adults and teens and is open to
the community.

Participants in the class will, by
week four, have completed a water
color and learned the tools and tech-
niques of water colors. To be part of
the class you must bring water color
paints, water color paper (90 lb
weight), a stiff board onto which
your water color paper is taped to
prevent warping and facilitate trans-
port. If you have the special water
color paper pad where the edges of
the papers are already adhered to
the sides of the pad then you do not
need to bring the stiff board, a half-
inch square shape wash brush, an
oval shaped wash brush, and a 8 and
4 round water color brushes.

To register for this program and
for more information please call
the library at (908) 322-6400 or
stop by the circulation desk at the
library. While at the library you can
pick up a ‘required supply sheet’
for the class. Registration is lim-
ited. For information about this or
other programs at the library go to
www.fanwoodlibrary.com and
check out our events calendar.

Roosevelt to Present You’re a
Good Man Charlie Brown

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School will present the clas-
sic family musical You’re a Good
Man, Charlie Brown. Join Snoopy
and the rest of the Peanuts gang as
they recreate some of the most lov-
able – and laughable – moments from
their comic-strip adventures in the
high-energy musical that the New York
Times called “a small miracle.”

Originally presented on Broadway
in 1967 and revived in 1999, the show
follows a day in the life of Charlie
Brown as he tries to figure out what it
takes to achieve “happiness” – even
when there are no Valentine’s Day
cards in your mailbox, the little red-
headed girl ignores you, and your dog
thinks he’s fighting the Red Baron.

Performances will be at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, March 4, and Saturday,
March 5. There will also be a 2 p.m.
matinee on Sunday, March 6. All
shows will be performed on the main
stage of the school, located at 301
Clark Street in Westfield. Refresh-
ments will be sold before the show
and during intermission.

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
stars a cast of talented Roosevelt 6th,
7th and 8th graders, including: Blake
Fallon as Charlie Brown; Jackie
Daaleman as Lucy; Daniel Coelho as
Schroeder; Ben Howell as Linus;
Jesse Zimmermann as Sally; and
Lauren Echausse as Snoopy. The per-
formers will be accompanied by a
live orchestra.

Some of the show’s songs are bound
to spread happiness even beyond the
stage. For “My Blanket and Me,” cast
members and parent volunteers cre-
ated 34 fleece blankets, all of which
will be donated to a local homeless
shelter when the show ends its run.
The 36 dog bowls purchased for the
song “Suppertime” will be donated
to St. Hubert’s Animal Rescue.

Just like on Broadway, tickets for
the Roosevelt production of You’re a
Good Man, Charlie Brown, are re-
served seating. This popular musical
is fun for kids of all ages, and sure to
draw a large crowd. So, as Lucy would
say, “Don’t be a blockhead! Get your
tickets now.”

FANWOOD - The Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Arts Association meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, March
17, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center. A pro-
gram entitled “Taking Control of Your
Digital Camera,” presented by local
artist Connie Pinkowski, will follow
the brief business meeting.

Ms. Pinkowski has a BFA in pho-
tography from Rochester Institute of
Technology and has recently taken
classes in photography and silkscreen
printing at the duCret School of Art in

Plainfield, and at the LBI Foundation
of Arts and Sciences on Long Beach
Island. She has taught photography
to teens at the Scotch Plains Library
and occasionally teaches art work-
shops to teens/and or adults. She
shows her photography throughout
the tri-state area and her work is in
many private collections.

This program will help take the
mystery out of operating a camera.
Feel free to bring your camera and
instructions.

All meetings, demonstrations, and
workshops are free and open to the
public. The Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center is located on the
grounds of Fanwood’s Borough Hall,
facing Watson Road in Fanwood.
There is ample parking at the Car-
riage House Pocket Park directly
across the street on Watson Road.

For more information, contact
Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.
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ROCKING FOR A CAUSE…Students from the Chatham School of Rock
organized and performed at a fundraiser last Saturday for New Eyes for the
Needy at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Thirteen students performed for 90
minutes at the third annual event.


