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DiGiovanni, Christiano Win at Region 3 Mat Tourney; Giaccio Second, Markovitch Third
make some noise for Cranford.”

In a show of poor sportsmanship,
Ries head-butted DiGiovanni as they
were about to shake hands. That cost
him dearly as he was disqualified and
denied advancement to AC.

Christiano, seeded third, worked
his way to the final and ensured a trip
to AC with an 8-0, majority decision
over Mike Alessandra (Parsippany
Hills – [Par H]), then by pinning
Brandon Santos (Johnson – [ALJ]) in
2:59 in the semifinals. Christiano re-
corded a double-leg takedown and
Santos escaped in the first period.
Christiano escaped in the second pe-
riod then added another takedown
and took Santos to his back.

“When I got that escape. I got in on
that shot. I worked my ‘Whizzer’,
took him to his back and stuck him,”
Christiano explained. “I am happy to
make it [AC]. Joe [Giaccio] and Matt
[DiGiovanni] already made it. I am

hoping Kyle [Markovitch] can make
it too.”

In the championship bout,
Christiano recorded a takedown and
an escape to carry a 3-0 lead over Pat
Eichner (Governor Livingston – [GL])
into the third period where he demon-
strated his top-control ability for the
entire two minutes to earn the title.

“Eichner is a tough kid, so unfortu-
nately I couldn’t turn him, but I was
able to ride him out the whole period,”
said Christiano, who explained his
takedown. “I always like trying to get
to a lift. He tried to counter me when
I got his leg in the air, so it turned into
a scramble and luckily I got on top.”

Markovitch, seeded third, won a 6-
0 decision over Nick Abbott (Summit
–[Su]), then dropped a 1-0 decision
to Tyler Hunt (South Plainfield –
[SoP]) to be thrown into the
wrestlebacks where he grabbed a 16-
0, technical fall over Blue Devil Nick

Rotondo. He then faced Abbott again
to decide who would advance to AC.
This time Markovitch won, 8-0.

“I wish I would have been in the
finals, so I wouldn’t have to have that
little scare of not going [to AC]. I
wrestled him a couple of times be-
fore, and I know what he does, so I
took it to him. AC is the big picture.
That is what I have been working for
my whole career,” Markovitch said.

In that bout, Abbott attempted a
last-minute headlock, but Markovitch
read it and rolled through to gain the
takedown.

“He pinned the Seton Hall kid with
a headlock in the district finals, so I
knew he was going to pull it out. I
really feel comfortable rolling
through the headlock, so I was not
afraid at all,” Markovitch said.

Earlier, Rotondo pinned Anthony
Joe of Colonia in 4:54 in the pre-
quarterfinals. Next, Rotondo was

trailing top-seeded Jorge Lopez (Del),
6-1, before he got caught late in the
third period with a stack fall. Rotondo
regrouped and scored a takedown in
overtime to defeat Tom Morelli
(Middlesex – Mx), 6-4, and to ad-
vance to the wrestleback semifinals
to face Markovitch.

“Last year, I really didn’t think I
would go this far. This year, I felt I
could achieve this. You have to get
tough on that mat. If you are not, you
are losing it,” Rotondo said.

Giaccio pinned Anthony DiRosa
(WH) in 3:29 with an arm bar stack,
then recorded three takedowns, two
nearfalls, two reversals and an escape
to claim an 18-6, majority decision
over Brearley’s Anthony Madonia in
the semis for his 127th career win,
just one shy of the all-time Cranford
record set by Greg Donofrio (2002).
Madonia did put in an extra effort to
get an advantage on Giaccio, but it
did not work.

“Yes! But the score was 18-6, so I
really wasn’t too concerned. I wrestled
my way. He got in with some shots,
but that was it,” Giaccio said.

“It looked like they both went after
each other. It was a good match, but
Joe was just way too aggressive. Tech-
nically, he is looking great right now,”
Cougar Head Coach Darren Torsone
said.

Giaccio used his flexibility and
mat sense to record those creative
takedowns.

“He has got an unbelievable mat
sense, going after everybody. He is
wrestling his matches. That is what
he is doing,” Coach Torsone said.

“I was just having fun,” Giaccio

answered.
In his title bout, Giaccio dropped a

9-4 decision to third-ranked Troy
Heilmann (SoP).

At 135-lbs, Blue Devil Ellis Opoku
won a 4-3, tiebreaker over Andrew
Regan (Boonton – Bo). After losing to
the eventual champion, Lou Mascola
(SHP), Opoku got some sweet re-
venge when he recorded a 7-5 deci-
sion over D’Ondre Floyd (Elizabeth),
who had defeated him in overtime
during the District 11 Tournament.

“I was out for revenge. The last

match was a really close match, so I
had to leave everything out on the
mat,” Opoku said.

Floyd held a 3-1 lead in the second
period, but Opoku delivered a smooth
arm-drag takedown, which seemed
to turn the tide of the bout.

“I have been working it a lot, so it
was really helpful,” Opoku said.

Opoku then dropped a 10-0 deci-
sion to GL’s Mike Stepien in the
wrestleback semis. Blue Devil Troy
Skibitsky pinned Matt Allen (Madi-
son – [Mad]) in 5:03 at 140-lbs but
had to forfeit his next bout due to a
knee injury. Colin Barber won a bout
at 145-lbs with a 4-1 decision over
Rob Faugno (SHP). Kieran Cline
claimed a 13-1, majority decision
over Nicholas D’Uva (Par H) at 189-
lbs. Scotch Plains-Fanwood heavy-
weight Anthony Tufaro pinned Tony
Manganiello (GL) in 3:45 and added
an 8-7 victory over Greg DeLade
(Chatham) before losing, 4-2, to
Linden’s Austin Frank in the
wrestleback semis. Raider Mike
Steinfeld dropped a 5-1 decision to
Mike DeVito (Watchung Hills –
[WH]) at 140-lbs.

Cougar Ian Henry dropped a 4-2
decision to Columbia’s Andre Adams
at 125-lbs. Corey Markovich lost,
10-4, to Plainfield’s Tajir Hurdle at
171-lbs. Andrew Yamakaitis
(Colonia) pinned Ray El-Khoury in
5:24 at 215-lbs.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
189: — Dawud Hicks (Plainfield) d Frank
Bozzomo (Mx), 7-2
215: — Darren Dungee (Mo) d Dean
Sullivan (Del), 5-2
Hwt: — Zach Troutman (NP) p Mike
Boardman (Mad), 2:42

103: — Brendan Calas (SHP) md Mike
Kalimtzis (W), 14-1
112: — Anthony Ashnault (SoP) p Mike
Magaldo (WH), 1:47
119: — Troy Heilmann (SoP) d Joe
Giaccio (C), 9-4
125: — Eamonn Gaffney (SHP) d An-
thony Rice (B), 10-9
130: — Jorge Lopez (Del) d Tyler Hunt
(SoP), 4-2
135: — Lou Mascola (HP) d Jeff Canfora
(Del), 6-3
140: — Devon Gobbo (Del) d Eric
Fajardo (Bo), 3-0
145: — Matt DiGiovanni (C) d Ries (B),
8-7
152: — Devin Geoghegan (B) d Chris-
tian Barber (W), 7-4
160: — JP Christiano (C) d Pat Eichner
(GL), 3-0
171: — Vic Pozsonyi (RP) d Marlon
Duque (Bo), 4-3

THIRD PLACE:
103: — Christian Innarella (Del) d Jon
Mele (GL), 11-5
112: — Max Rogers (Del) p Anthony
Canfora (HP), 5:52
119: — Nick Anderson (Del) d Anthony
DeFranco (GL), 7-3
125: — Matt Coppola (WH) p Matt Adams
(Del), 1:49
130: — Kyle Markovitch (C) md Nick
Abbott (Sum), 8-0
135: — Scott DelVecchio (SoP) md Mike
Stepien (GL), 10-3
140: — Corey Strasenko (SoP) d Nick
Longo (RP), 7-4
145: — Desmond Towns (Mo) d Josef
Johnson (Del), 3-2 *Johnson qualified
for A.C. because of Ries’ disqualifica-
tion.
152: — Diego Chavez (Rahway) tf Simon
Levin (Mill), 15-0, 3:07
160: — Travis Foster (L) d Rich Barnish
(Bo), 10-8
171: — Dillon Geoghegan (B) d Shane
Haddad (GL), 5-1
189: — Connor Gabriel (RP) d Maurice
McCullers (E), 5-2, 3 OT
215: — Urayoan Garcia (Rahway) d
Frank Schaafsma (SHP), 2-1
Hwt: — Austin Frank (L) d Nick Mellilo
(HP), 9-5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Matt DiGiovanni and JP Christiano won their respective weight classes at the
Region 3 Wrestling Tournament this past weekend (February 26). Matt at 145-lbs defeated Brearley’s Dan Ries, 8-7, and
JP at 160-lbs defeated Pat Eichner of Governor Livingston, 3-0, in their championship bouts. Matt and JP, along with Joe
Giaccio and Kyle Markovitch, all qualified to wrestle in the NJSIAA Tournament this weekend at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO TURN THE TABLES…Blue Devil junior Ellis Opoku, top, prepares a reversal on Minuteman D’Ondre Floyd
in the 135-lb wrestlebacks. Opoku, who lost in overtime to Floyd at the District 11 Tournament, got revenge with a 7-5 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SLIP OUT THE BACK DOOR…Cougar senior Joe Giaccio, left, attempts to slip out of an entanglement in
his 119-lb title bout with South Plainfield’s Troy Heilman in the Region 3 Tournament in Union on February 26. Heilmann
pulled out a 9-4 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARNING HIS WAY TO A.C.…Senior Kyle Markovitch, front,  attempts to reverse Summit’s Nicholas Abbott in the 130-
lb third-place consolation bout at the Region 3 Tournament. Markovitch did record a second-period reversal to go with his
two takedowns and nearfall to earn an 8-0 victory and a trip to Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER BATTLE OF THE BRUISERS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood heavyweight Anthony Tufaro, top, tries to control
Linden Tiger Austin Frank in the wrestleback semifinal bout. Frank pulled out a 4-2 decision and placed third to earn his
ticket to Atlantic City.


