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Barber, Kalimtzis Place 2nd at Region Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

to bail out on it at the edge. Had I not,
I might have gone to my back, but I
decided to play it safe,” Kalimtzis
explained.

DiGiovanni, seeded second, de-
feated Jon Acosta (Roselle Park –
[RP]), 3-1, then picked up his 100th
career win when he pinned Desmond
Town (Morristown – [Mo]) to reach
the finals.

“I knew I would give it my all. This
match could put me into AC. If I won
here, it would secure my position. I
had to go 100 percent, keep driving,
never give up and get my points,”
DiGiovanni said.

DiGiovanni added emphasis in that
bout, when he finished a single-leg
takedown after dragging Towns back
inside the outer circle.

“I knew I should capitalize on ev-
ery advantage I had. When I got that
leg, I knew it would be a momentum
swing. It was only a 1-0 match, so I
knew I couldn’t let that go,”
DiGiovanni said.

Next came the pin.
“I liked going to that ‘claw.’ He

came up. I went in. Turked [Turk ride
maneuver] it and put him to his back
to seal the deal,” DiGiovanni ex-
plained.

In order to win the Region 3 crown,
DiGiovanni had to defeat top-seeded
and NJSIAA fifth-ranked Dan Ries
(B), whom he had defeated for the
first time last week at the District 11
Tournament with a 4-2, overtime vic-
tory.

Ries carried a 7-4 lead deep into the
third period, and DiGiovanni set up a
Peterson roll from a neutral position
and caught Ries for a two-point tilt
call to seize an 8-7 victory and the
145-lb title.

“I actually worked on it a couple of
weeks ago. I thought I might be down.
I might need a big move. What am I
going to do? I knew I had to go for it.
I had nothing to lose,” DiGiovanni
said. “It’s really great to go out there
a second week in a row and beat this
kid. It mattered now! I worked hard.
I studied tapes and came through when
it mattered. Looking at states, I am
ready to go out there and stand on that
podium. I am going down there with
three other great guys, and we are
ready to make some noise for
Cranford.”

In a show of poor sportsmanship,
Ries head-butted DiGiovanni as they
were about to shake hands. That cost
him dearly as he was disqualified and
denied advancement to AC.

Christiano, seeded third, worked
his way to the final and ensured a trip
to AC with an 8-0, majority decision
over Mike Alessandra (Parsippany
Hills – [Par H]), then by pinning
Brandon Santos (Johnson – [ALJ]) in
2:59 in the semifinals. Christiano re-
corded a double-leg takedown and
Santos escaped in the first period.
Christiano escaped in the second pe-
riod then added another takedown
and took Santos to his back.

“When I got that escape. I got in on
that shot. I worked my ‘Whizzer,’
took him to his back and stuck him,”
Christiano explained. “I am happy to
make it [AC]. Joe [Giaccio] and Matt
[DiGiovanni] already made it. I am
hoping Kyle [Markovitch] can make
it too.”

In the championship bout,
Christiano recorded a takedown and
an escape to carry a 3-0 lead over Pat
Eichner (Governor Livingston – [GL])
into the third period where he demon-

strated his top-control ability for the
entire two minutes to earn the title.

“Eichner is a tough kid, so unfortu-
nately I couldn’t turn him, but I was
able to ride him out the whole pe-
riod,” said Christiano, who explained
his takedown. “I always like trying to
get to a lift. He tried to counter me
when I got his leg in the air, so it
turned into a scramble and luckily I
got on top.”

Markovitch, seeded third, won a 6-
0 decision over Nick Abbott (Summit
–[Su]), then dropped a 1-0 decision to
Tyler Hunt (South Plainfield – [SoP])
to be thrown into the wrestlebacks
where he grabbed a 16-0, technical
fall over Blue Devil Nick Rotondo.
He then faced Abbott again to decide
who would advance to AC. This time
Markovitch won, 8-0.

“I wish I would have been in the
finals, so I wouldn’t have to have that
little scare of not going [to AC]. I
wrestled him a couple of times be-
fore, and I know what he does, so I
took it to him. AC is the big picture.
That is what I have been working for
my whole career,” Markovitch said.

In that bout, Abbott attempted a
last-minute headlock, but Markovitch
read it and rolled through to gain the
takedown.

“He pinned the Seton Hall kid with
a headlock in the district finals, so I
knew he was going to pull it out. I
really feel comfortable rolling through
the headlock, so I was not afraid at
all,” Markovitch said.

Earlier, Rotondo pinned Anthony
Joe of Colonia in 4:54 in the pre-
quarterfinals. Next, Rotondo was trail-
ing top-seeded Jorge Lopez (Del), 6-
1, before he got caught late in the

BALIKO TOUCHES FIRST IN 200-IM, 100-YD BREAST

Raider Boys Sink Princeton
For Public B Swim Crown

By J.B.RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EWING – This one was for Bill
Brennan and Jeff Greim, and Norm
Swenson, Dave Morgan, Wayne
Whitty and Dave Butler, and Wayne
and Warren Hoffman, Scott Morris,
and Dave Hobart, Mark Butler, and
Geoff and Doug Ramsden, Marc
Morgan, Mike Fleck and Fred Bonner.

And it was for John Gatti, Brian
Dunn, Peter Carlsson, Craig Hafer
and Steve Warrington, members of
the first Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School varsity team in 1983. And it
was for so many other SPF swimmers
from the long-ago past, who toiled
for years in the shadows of neighbor-
ing swim giant Westfield.

But mostly this one was for the
2011 SPF boys swim team, who were
the ones who went into the water on
February 27 and captured the school’s
first state championship with a 90-80
victory over a solid Princeton team in
the Public B championship at The
College of New Jersey.

You could make a solid argument

for this year’s Raiders as the best
public school team in the state. Their
lone loss was to private school Pingry,
the state Non-Public B champion;
and SPF also handed state Public A
champion Bridgewater-Raritan its
only loss. The two teams have pretty
similar power point totals, but com-
parative times from the state final
would give a slight edge to the Raid-
ers. And, not to be forgotten, of course,
were the dual-meet win over WHS
and the down-to-the-wire win over
the Devils for SPF’s first Union
County championship.

Despite having the best team in
school history, the Raiders could not
look past Princeton, which came into
the meet unbeaten, and also with the
strongest team in its history.

“People have been asking me, how
long has it been since you won state?
And I kept telling them, we haven’t
won yet,” said Mike Napolitano, an
SPF senior who took key seconds to
a teammate in the 200-individual
medley and 500-freestyle. “To finally
win state means everything to us.”

Junior Greg Baliko won the 200-
IM (1:55.78) and 100-breaststroke
(59.93) and also swam on the win-
ning sprint relay with Dan Napolitano
(200-free winner, second in the 100-
free), Ryan Gajdzisz (200-runner-up,
500-winner) and Joe Dunn (second
in 50-free, 100-fly). Baliko’s breast-
stroke win clinched the victory, and
ended SP-F’s frustration of six losses
in the state final – the last being in
2001 – including a heart-breaking
86-84 loss to Shawnee in 1999, the
year the Raiders ended Westfield’s
streak of 42 straight county titles.

(Interestingly, Chris Swenson, a
standout on that 1999 team, was on
deck helping veteran coach Jess
Hulnik, because assistant coach Judy
Sharkey was at her daughter’s col-
lege championships.)

“Really? Finally?” Baliko said.
“That’s what I thought when I hit the
wall. We just got the monkey off our
backs. It feels amazing . . . surreal . .
. totally awesome.”

But it wasn’t just the Naps, Baliko
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NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Beautifully illustrating architectural details, this Westfield Colonial effervesces with 
charming entertaining settings and charismatic family spaces. Framed hardwood floors, 
moldings, skylights, and high ceilings blend seamlessly with recent updates to craft a mar-
velous interior. The vestibule opens to a gracious living room with fireplace. The  formal 
dining room has picture molding and a chair rail. There is a spacious fire lit family room 
and a sunroom on the first floor. Custom designed, the updated kitchen offers an abun-
dance of amenities, including a pot-filler and Viking appliances. There is a  lovely master 
suite, two more bedrooms and an updated bath on the 2nd floor. The fourth bedroom and 
storage space fill the 3rd floor. A rec room with wet bar, patio that opens to the fenced 
yard and a convenient location complement this classic home. Presented for $939,000. 
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2 Alden Street, Cranford • (908) 276-7888 • www.marckelleyrealtors.com

Gracious Living in Westfield

Sunny, open living spaces make this meticulously updated and expanded Colonial a pleasure to call home.
Every attention to detail has been met from glistening Brazilian hardwood floors to grand architectural moldings
and breathtaking views from every room. Nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac this exceptional five bedroom, four full
bath home is a one-of-a-kind gem!  Offered at $1,749,000.
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Located at the curve of the cul-de-sac this custom built home will delight the most discerning home buyer! The elegant
center hall with its gracious stairway opens to a large formal living room and banquet sized dining room complete with
fireplace. Beyond is the spacious family living area full of sunlight and openness – the perfect place to relax or entertain.
The kitchen is a gourmet’s dream with its massive granite center island, top of the line stainless steel appliances, sleek
custom cabinetry and every amenity. There is plenty of room for a large table or eating at the island. The family room
beyond boasts a stunning stone fireplace. French doors lead to the patio beyond. The second floor boasts four bedrooms
and three bathrooms including a master bedroom suite complete with an adjoining sitting room and fireplace and spa
bath. Laundry facilities are on the second floor for convenience. The third floor provides additional living/working space
with two bedrooms/offices and sitting area plus another full bathroom. The finished lower level has a large recreation
room, exercise room and another bedroom/sitting room/bathroom perfect for an au-pair or guest. This is an exceptional
and unique home with lots of room for a large or extended family, home offices, guests and staff. Every update and
comfort has been considered and has been built into the quality construction. The cul-de-sac location ensures privacy
and lots of extra room to play, bike, skate and make new friends. The home is also an easy walk to Washington Elementary
School. Move right in and enjoy all that 14 Settlers Lane and the town of Westfield have to offer! Please visit Sunday’s
open house or call me for a private viewing. Offered for $1,199,000.

Open House: Sunday, March 6th • 1-4PM
14 Settlers Lane, Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING A COUGAR TO THE MAT…Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, top, drives Cranford Cougar Kyle Markovitch to the
mat in the 130-lb. wrestleback semifinals. Markovitch did, however, win.


