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No. 1 Blue Devil Girls Swamp
Vineland for Public A Crown
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When All You Can Do
Is All You Can Do

Devils of the Month
Kylie Bangs, Jess Cronin
Ryan Hess, C.J. Meyercouldn’t be happier for them.”

For WHS, it was state champion-
ship No. 13 and ended a run of five
straight losses to Vineland in the Pub-
lic A final (1996, 2001, 2002, 2003,
2005). It also was Vineland’s first
loss in a state final, after six wins
(they also won in 2004). The average
margin of Vineland’s five victories
over WHS was 53 points.

“We knew Vineland was talented
and had a lot of success against
Westfield in past finals,” Knight said.
“We wanted to exact a little payback
for those teams, and show we were
the best team in the state.”

Mission accomplished on both
counts!

WHS broke three school records
on Sunday, and just missed on a half-
dozen others.

The outcome of the meet might
have been foretold in the opening
event, where Vineland’s unbeaten
200-medley relay team broke its
school record with a 1:48.50, but fin-
ished second to WHS’s school record-
breaking Jess Cronin, Meg Kaveney,
Anna Fetter and Caroline Baldwin,
who clocked in at 1:48.05 – a surreal
2½ seconds faster than the old school
mark!

Becky DeLaFuente capped her sen-
sational career with wins in the 200-
(1:52.65) and 500- (5:02.56)
freestyles, just off the school marks
held by Alexi Kuska. The Yale-bound
Dee-Lah also swam on the winning
200- and 400-relays that just missed
school records.

Fetter swam the second fastest IM
in school history (2:08.66, and her
2:08.24 is the fastest), then took more
than a second off DeLaFuente’s
school record in the 100-fly with a
57.34.

The other record came in the 100-
backstroke, where Cronin touched
out Kylie Bangs, 59.88 to 1 .04. They
had both broken the old mark of 1 .60
by Kylie Fraser in the sectional final.
And consider that Cronin had just
swum a personal best 5:22.61 to take
fourth in the 500-free less than 10
minutes earlier, and Bangs swam the

11th-best IM, while finishing fourth
in 2:13.83.

As far as ridiculous performances,
top honors could go to sophomore
Ellie Reinhardt, who clocked the third
fastest 200 (1:54.60) and seventh-
best 500 (5:12.97) in WHS history,
getting a pair of seconds.

Kaveney was at the top of her game,
with great swims in the 50-free (24.63,
No. 5) and 100-fly (1:01.14, No. 14).

Freshmen Baldwin, Sarah Cronin,
Erika Daniel and Audrey Bangs did
their thing, too. Baldwin’s 23.77 in
the 50-free was No. 2 all-time and
might have been the single most spec-
tacular swim in a day of spectacular
swims. She also was second in the
100-free to Cronin’s 53.16, and
Cronin also had a 2:11.13 in the 200-
IM, which is No. 4 all-time at WHS.

Daniel was a couple hundredths of
a second off her best in the fly, but
went 59.94 and ranks No. 6 all-time.
The younger Bangs did a 2:01.46 for
a key fourth in the 200.

Even the team’s “weak” link, the
breaststroke, saw three Top 15 List
performances, with Becky Zhang (No.
9, 1:10.59), Meg Myers (1:11.66) and
Krysta Huber (1:12.32). And they
finished 2-3-5, to earn WHS an 8-8
split in the scoring.

WHS’s performance was so stag-
gering that its B medley relay of Ally
Rose, Zhang, Daniel and Allie
McBrearty went 1:53.29, which
cracked the Top 15 List at No. 12!

“What separates us from the com-
petition are our second and third girls,”
DeLaFuente said. “You can get all the
first places you want, but if you don’t
have that depth, you’re not going to
win.”

Fetter, who didn’t start swimming
until her sophomore year (she was a
synchro swimmer), was giddy after
the meet. And who could blame her?
WHS had just gone 1-3 in all three
relays, 1-2-3 in the backstroke, 1-2-4
in the 200-free, 100-fly, 100-free and
500-free, and 1-3-4 in the 50-free.

“The seniors wanted to go out with
a bang,” Fetter said, “and the biggest
bang we could provide just happened.”
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NJAR® Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award®, Silver, 2010
PREA Leading Edge, 2010

SILVER

���������	
�����
��	�����	������	�����	���������

� !"�#�"�$$%

���	&'
(������	
�����
�$ 	�)���*�����	�������	��+	&�������,�

� !"%$%"��  	

�-..��/.���0-'�	
�����
%�!	�)���*�����	�������	��11��

� !"�2#" %  

&�������3���+4����5",�1

��������	
�������������������	���������
�������	��������
�����������	�
��������������������	������������	�����
������
��������������������������
����������������	������
���������������
��������

������

���

����������	
���������������������	�����
���
	�
���
�������	
�
�	
��������
	���	���
���
	�����
���
��
��������	
������
��� ����
���!���
��������������	
�������������������������	
�������"
����	
�������#����	��"
���������������
�
�
�$�
�������������	
���������������������	�����
���
	�
���
����
#��
�
	��������%���	����������	�	
��&�
	���	
����
��
�� '����(����#�)�����������

The NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® recognizes New Jersey Association of REALTORS® members who have demonstrated excellence in the field of salesmanship.

The Prudential Real Estate (PREA) Awards recognize the sales and production achievements of top professionals in the 60,000-member network.
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Boys Swim Team
Westfield High School
550 Blue Devil Drive
Westfield, NJ 07090
OK, it is now 14 days since your

season ended in the sectional final
against a very talented Bridgewater-
Raritan team. I know they pounded
you by 40 in December, and you took
them to the last relay this time. And
that’s why I’m writing you. As some-
one who swam at WHS, attended al-
most every major meet for over 30
years, coached the team 13 years and
is now back to being an alum/fan, I
wanted to tell you that you – somehow
– ended up one of the most talented
teams in the long tradition of WHS
swimming. You guys were like the
“Tubthumping” song by
Chumbawamba back in 1997: “We’ll
be singing, when we’re winning, we’ll
be singing . . . I get knocked, but I get
up again, and you’re never gonna keep
me down … ”

Timing and luck count for a lot, and
your timing wasn’t so good, because
you, the 2011 team, had to deal with
the best teams in the history of both
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Bridgewater, both state champions. But
although they both put a hurtin’ on you
in December, you scared the bejesus
out of them at the county meet and
sectional finals, respectively. I thought
the county meet effort was unbeliev-
able, and it really was. But the perfor-
mance against Bridgewater was even
better, and made me really proud to be
a part of the WHS swimming family/
tradition. You guys could’ve fallen apart
after the first event, getting 1-2’d in the
medley relay, and then falling behind
23-7 after two races. But instead you
just kept stepping up on the blocks and
pumping out great times and eventu-
ally got within 64-60 with three events
left before falling 93-77 (a heckuva lot
better than December’s 115½ -54½
loss).

This isn’t something you want to
know, guys, but this will be the first

WHS team since 1956 to not bring
home any trophies – county, sectional
or state titles. But the funny thing is,
your 4,586 power points against
Bridgewater were the third best WHS
total in the past 19 years, and was
better than most of our recent state
champion teams! So my hat’s off to
you guys. And guess what happened
after that trophy-less 1956? The next
10 years WHS became one of the two
or three most dominant teams in the
country. From 1957-1966, the boys
posted a record of 120 wins and four
losses! There were winning streaks of
59 and 45, against a schedule that
included all the top high schools in the
state, plus Pingry, Lawrenceville, and
the freshman teams from Princeton,
Penn, Yale, Army and Columbia.

OK, that type of record next winter
is unrealistic. But there is no reason
WHS shouldn’t remain among the
state’s elite programs, despite gradu-
ating three outstanding guys in Nick
Boyle, Jack Lorentzen and Larry
Zhang. I seriously can’t wait to see
Brennan Haley’s and Matt Daniel’s
times next winter. And I’m likewise
excited about having Alex Bond, Matt
Trinkle, Kevin Oster, Ryan Hobson,
Max Shin, Connor Moore, Tim Walsh,
Tyler Lessner, Luke McGrory and Dan

Myers coming back. Haley, Daniel,
Shin, Walsh and Lessner have already
made the Top 15 List, an awesome
accomplishment, and several of the
other guys should join them next year.
Add Steve Husch and a couple of top
newcomers and WHS will continue as
a team to be “feared in February.”

Leaving the Raritan Valley Y on
Feb. 17, co-captain Nick Boyle said,
“I can’t believe my senior year is over.
The four years went by so fast, but
especially this year. And now, it’s
done.” That’s a good lesson to be
learned. Senior year in high school is
one of the last best times of many
people’s lives. It’s there, and then it’s
gone . . . forever.

Anyhow guys, speaking for all the
WHS swimming alums across the
country who followed your exploits
this winter via the Internet, we are
very proud of the way you ended your
season . . . not from a win-lose stand-
point, and not just from an improve-
ment-over-the-season standpoint, but
from a competitor standpoint. If noth-
ing else, life is all about competing
and you guys are competitors in every
sense of the word. Good luck and
never forget . . . win or not, WHS4evr!

Sincerely,
Bruce Johnson (’63)

OH BROTHER!
Has a WHS brother combo ever put

up more points in a single game than
the 44 combined by Ryan (27) and
Keegan (17) Hess in WHS’s 59-54
UCT loss to SP-F? If it happened –
and the guess here is that it probably
did – it could only have been Mike and
Matt Comandini, back in 1992 or ’93.
The sharp-shooting twins combined
for 654 points in ’92 and 590 in ’93.

GRAY TO MONMOUTH
Pat Gray (’10), who spent a semester

at Hargrave Military Academy in
Chatham, Va., has accepted a scholar-
ship to play football at Monmouth
University in West Long Branch. The
6-foot-3, 210-pounder, a second team
all-state receiver at WHS, set school

records as a senior with 32 receptions
and 609 receiving yards. He is No. 2
all-time in career receptions. He played
safety at Hargrave until late in the
season, when he was switched to of-
fense and caught two touchdown passes
in the final game. Gray also was a
basketball and track standout at WHS.

THIS AND THAT
+ Congratulations to Jeff Perrella

(’06), who recently earned Division 1
All-Academic honors in cross-coun-
try. He is a senior at Yale after coming
from William and Mary. At WHS, as
a senior he was county, sectional and
state Group 4 champion in cross-coun-
try, and then repeated the trifecta in
the spring in both the 1,600 and 3,200
runs.

+ You have to love the boys basket-
ball team going on the road last week
and winning over North Brunswick
(18-5) and then Jersey City Dickinson
(14-11) in double overtime. Unfortu-
nately, they weren’t able to win at
Piscataway (21-7) on Monday in their
state opener. So WHS still hasn’t had a
road win in states since March 8, 1974
over Union, at neutral-site Irvington.

+ Congratulations to junior Mike
Kalimtzis and senior Christian Bar-
ber for winning District 11 wrestling
titles, and finishing second at Region
3. Six of WHS’s seven region qualifi-
ers are underclassmen. Is a fifth match
between Barber (36-1) and
Kenilworth’s Devin Geoghegan (26-
5, three losses to Barber) in the works
for the 152-Ib. state final? Sure hope
so!

JUST PATCH IT UP
The Den has tried to avoid comment

on the situation with our ice hockey/
girls lacrosse coach and his arrest for
suspected marijuana use/possession.
But let me say that it’s beyond ironic
that Brendan Hickey, a quiet, unas-
suming, Clark Kent-kinda guy, has
become the center of a maelstrom.

Typically, the morons lined up with
their anonymous comments, mostly
keeping in line with their political
leanings: the lefties wanting a second
chance and no life-changing termina-
tion for the good-guy coach; the right-
wing living in their glass houses on
the hill, tossing bombs at the bleeding
hearts and saying hang the
&%#@%^#. (The political portion is
strictly Johnson’s opinion with a ques-
tionable gathering of the facts.)

Let’s just hope all those who made
this into such a cause celeb have lived
perfect lives themselves, never driv-
ing home after one, or two, too many,
or with a can of beer between their
legs; never going one toke over the
line; never taking a walk on the wild
side or straying from their spouse;
always listening to the minister’s
words and singing proudly during
Mass on Sunday, and always saying
the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

If there had been such vigilance by
the local gendarmes in the ’60s and
’70s – especially around the Goethals
Bridge and Outerbridge Crossing,
when the drinking age on Staten Is-
land was just 18 – it’s quite possible
WHS might not have had the amazing
football record it had . . . especially the
7-1-1 team in 1966!

Personally, I’m glad none of the
WHS swim parents from 1994-2007
seemed to mind that their son’s coach
liked to unwind after a big meet with a
Yuengling or two (dozen), which is
every bit as dangerous as a joint, but
just not as illegal, for whatever reason.

Can’t we all just get along, say a
HM (Hail Mary) or two and patch
things up?

DEN’S TOP FIVE
Because of space limitations, the

Den’s Top Five list of best football
stadiums that WHS has played at over
the last 50 years (1960-2010) will
appear on March 17.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
The February winners of a free sub

from Ryan (The) Mann at Hershey’s
Subs on South Avenue are: Jess
Cronin, Kylie Bangs, Ryan Hess and
C.J. Meyer.

Cronin and Bangs, a junior and
senior, had been chasing Kylie Fraser’s
school 100-yard backstroke record (1
.60) for years before finally getting
both breaking it in the sectional semi-
final win over Montgomery, at 1.16
and 1.44, respectively. They both
rebroke that record in Sunday’s state
final victory.

Hess scored seven points in
Monday’s state playoff loss to
Piscataway, putting him at 860 for his
career. That makes him No. 10 all-
time at WHS, having recently passed
Eric Hayes (’04), Scott Novacek (’73),
Hall of Famer Sam Mitchell (’49), Jan
Cocozziello (’04), Tom Scott (’69),
Chris Rupp (’84) and former No. 10
Jeff Suto (’91) at 857.

Meyer, a senior, was named Most
Valuable Player of the Union County
Conference, helping the ice hockey
team enjoy one of the best seasons in
school history. Despite a 4-3 loss to
Summit in the UCT finals on Satur-
day night, the Devils figure to play
deep into the state tournament, which
began on Tuesday against Monroe.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Chiefs Ice Blue Devil
In Boys Hoops, 52-43
The Piscataway Chiefs eliminated

the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team from the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 playoffs with a
52-43 victory in Piscataway on Feb-
ruary 28. Scott Toresco scored 12
points, and Joe Greenspan netted 11
points for the 12-12 Blue Devils. Ryan
Hess and Keegan Hess each scored
seven points, while Tim Younger
scored four points and Andrew
Garfinkel scored two points.
Westfield 11 10 13   9 43
Piscataway 10 16 13 13 52


