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DeLaFUENTE WINS 200-FREESTYLE, 500-FREESTYLE

No. 1 Blue Devil Girls Swamp
Vineland for Public A Crown

COUGARS DiGIOVANNI, CHRISTIANO CAPTURE TITLES

Barber, Kalimtzis Get Second
At Region 3 Mat Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nineteen Union County wrestlers
initially qualified for the trip to the
NJSIAA Championships at Atlantic
City (AC) on March 4-6, and six of
them won titles at the Region 3 Tour-
nament in Union on February 26.

Westfield High School Blue Dev-
ils Mike Kalimtzis and Christian
Barber placed second in their respec-
tive weight classes. Cranford Cou-
gars Matt DiGiovanni (145 lbs.) and
JP Christiano (160 lbs.) won titles,
while teammates Joe Giaccio (119
lbs.) placed second and Kyle
Markovitch (130 lbs.) placed third.

Barber, top seeded at 152 lbs. and
ranked second in the state, pinned
Andrew Narduzzi (Seton Hall Prep –
[SHP]) in 59 seconds with an arm
bar/half nelson, then put on a clinic
with five takedowns, including a
Russian and a pair of single-leg back
trips, a two-on-one tilt, a reversal and
an escape to grab a 15-4, majority
decision over Simon Levin (Millburn
– [Ml]) to reach the finals.

“Once I got my first couple of
takedowns, I felt there was no stop-
ping me. There was no way he would
win this. The singles were pretty nice.
That felt good,” Barber said.

Barber’s next step would be a fourth
showdown with Brearley’s (B) Devin
Geoghegan (ranked sixth in the state),
whom he had defeated in all three
previous bouts by close margins.

“It is going to be a tough one, no

matter what. I will just try to do what
I was doing before. Maybe try to win
it more decisively. I don’t want it to
come down to overtime again,” Bar-
ber said.

Everything seemed to be going
according to plan as Barber recorded
a takedown in the first period and a
reversal in the third to take a 4-3 lead
with 20 seconds remaining, but
Geoghegan scored a late takedown
and added two more points when
Barber attempted a desperation move.

At 103 lbs., Kalimtzis began with
a 7-1 decision over Anthony Arce
(Hanover Park – [HP]), then knocked
off Delbarton’s (Del) Christian
Innarella, 4-2, to reach the finals.

“All that work paid off. It’s not
over yet, but I am looking forward to

taking the right steps to do what I
have to do to reach my goals,
Kalimtzis said.

Kalimtzis took a 2-0 lead with a
wild takedown in the first period. He
added an escape and a penalty point
in the second period to grab a 4-0
lead.

“I felt that I had to be offensive. If
I could set the tone of the match and
build up a lead, then keep trying to
build on it the whole match,”
Kalimtzis said.

In the third period, Kalimtzis was
working on a Merkel takedown ma-
neuver but missed and Innarella got
the takedown.

“I knew either I was going to get
two or he was going to get two. I had

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EWING – Vineland girls swim
coach Mike Schneider has been up
against Westfield before, as a swim-
mer and as a coach. And he has seen
a lot of the best teams to ever come
through South Jersey. But what he
saw Sunday (February 27) at the
College of New Jersey, in the state
Public A championship meet, was
something special.

“That’s one of the best teams I’ve
ever seen,” he said, after WHS’s 118-
52 rout of his Fighting Clan. “It was
clear early on that Westfield was go-

ing to win the meet. I just watched
more in admiration, than in shock of
just how good they really were.”

Indeed, it could seriously be said
that the 2011 WHS team is the great-
est girls team in state history, and
ranks right up there with the St. Jo-
seph teams of the mid-2000s, the
WHS boys team of 1992 and the
WHS boys teams of the mid-1960s,
as the best of either gender.

Before this year, no girls team had
ever power-pointed over 5,000; in
fact, a power-point of over 4,000 was
great and over 4,500 was unbeliev-
able. The WHS girls went over 5,000

against Bridgewater-Raritan in the
sectional final, then went 5,168 on
Sunday (and it would have been over
5,200 but for a disqualified B relay …
and WHS’s C relay still got third
place!).

“Sunday certainly put an exclama-
tion point on the season,” first-year
girls coach Jeff Knight said. “This was
a special team. They were focused on
a common goal and they worked hard
all year to achieve it. They care about
the team and the teammates they prac-
tice with every day.

“It’s an amazing group, and I

2011 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP

On Our New Soccer Only Turf Field
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS
$15.00 Per Camper

If Registered By
April 1st

THIS YEAR: High School Elite Week
For boys and girls, grades 9-12 (optional session II only)

SESSION  I  —  JULY  11-15
SESSION II  —  JULY 25-29

Camp Director: Tom Breznitsky
Boys’ Varsity Coach & SCANJ Hall of Fame

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Top 5 Winningest Coaches in NJ

FEES:  Grades 1-4: $135/session; $250/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $185/session; $350/both sessions

HOURS:  Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am - 3:00pm (grade going into in Sept.)

FEATURES:  Co-Ed • Grades 1-11 • Novice to Advanced
Ability Grouping • Tactical Camp for Teens

Indoor Facilities

TO CONTACT CAMP: Please call (908) 322-6102
Email: Raidercamp@verizon.net  • website: www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

Applications available at website

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2011

Major & Pony Leagues Only
Majors: (5th & 6th grades)

Date Time Event Location

3/5

3/6

3/12

3/13

9-11

8:30-12

9-11

8:30-12

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Date Time Event Location

3/5

3/6

3/12

3/13

9-11

11:30-1

9-11

11:30-1

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not

need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 9th & 10th graders

do not need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team you will be

automatically placed on either an International or Mustang team.

The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.      973-376-9295

In the event of inclement weather, the Fielding tryouts will be

held at Inman Sports Center in Edison from 2:30-5:30.  Please

check the website for updates - www.westfieldbaseball.com

    

     
     

 
 

JEGEDE NETS 11 PTS, 9 RBS; DOUGHER SINKS WINNER

Raiders Snatch, 44-43, Victory
From Elizabeth Basketballers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ian Johnson and Tim Bonacum
provided a thievery spree, and Tom
Bonacum sank a pair of free throws
in the final minute, then Pat Dougher
sank a free throw with six seconds
remaining to give the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team a 44-43 victory over the
Elizabeth Minutemen in the last regu-
lar-season game in Elizabeth on Feb-
ruary 24.

The 18-8 Raiders juggled their
lineup throughout the game to give
some of their starters a little rest
before their state sectional game,
which was scheduled for Tuesday,
March 1. Additionally, Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty wanted to test
alternative combinations of defen-
sive and offensive setups.

“We were going through the mo-
tions, so we tried to shuffle the lineup
to see if we could get something. Then
we got something and made a good
run at the end,” Coach Doherty said.
“It’s always a tough game right before
the states. We were just very lethargic.
They had kids who were playing hard.
We weren’t playing hard.”

Senior forward Matt Jegede led the
Raiders with 11 points, three blocked
shots and nine rebounds. Nine of
Jegede’s points came in the second
half. Dougher finished with three
points, two assists and two steals.
Forward Tom Bonacum had a pair of
steals and a pair of assists, to go with
his four points. Johnson finished with
six points and four rebounds. An-
thony Byers had two points and two
rebounds. Tim Bonacum added seven
points and three rebounds. Brandon
Langston had two rebounds, and
Darrell Brown added two points.

Senior Chuck Oliver, who played
sparingly and sat out the entire fourth
quarter, finished with nine points,
including a three-pointer, and added
a pair of rebounds and an assist. Eight
of his points came in the first half.
Starting point guard Dom Martinez
sat out the entire game.

“They are alright, and they will
play Tuesday. We are going to be
healthy and ready to go,” Coach
Doherty assured.

PJ Walker led the Minutemen with
12 points, while Jermaine West sank
10 points, Malik Wineglass poured in
nine points, and Jahad Thomas put in

eight points.
The Minutemen got the drop on the

sluggish Raiders and won the battle
of the offensive rebounds in first quar-
ter to take a 10-5 lead. The Raiders
tightened up their man defense, pre-
vented the Minutemen from getting
second and third chances under the
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WRESTLING A TOUGH CUSTOMER…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, right, wrestled Seton Hall Prep’s Brenden Calas,
ranked second in the state at 103 lbs., in the Region 3 Tournament finals. Kalimtzis placed second.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A DRIVE TO THE BASKET…Raider Anthony Byers drives to the basket to make a lay-up in the regular-season
finale against the Elizabeth Minutemen in Elizabeth.

Football Star Santonio Holmes
Born March 3, 1984


