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ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, March 10, 2011 at Ferraro’s South (Catering Hall) in Westfield, New
Jersey and Saturday, March 12, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark, New
Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 38 years, and 
his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the
legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements,
separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child 
support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and
child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact
divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 
36 Valley Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

   www.crowneplaza.com/clarknj

You could earn a small fortune.
2.51%

APY 1

MAKE 10 PURCHASES WITH YOUR PROVIDENT VISA® DEBIT CARD

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT

GET eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter how small. It’s easy to qualify and 
earn ATM fee refunds2 and a great $mart rate each statement period when you:

Member FDIC 1-800-448-PROV ProvidentSmartChecking.com

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE
ATM FEE REFUNDS 2

EARN

1Non-promotional 2.51% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.65% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.25% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. APYs in effect as of 1/17/11. APY is variable and may change at any time after the
account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions apply; ask for or see
account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2 All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded provided qualification
requirements are met. *Provident $mart Checking is powered by BancVue.

SM *

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

All of our mattresses, including our Nirvana Latex line, can be custom built in any size or shape. Our inner-spring mattresses, 

including pillow-top are all made double-sided so that they can be flipped for maximum health and comfort. For the past 30 

years our company has strived to be one  that is easy to deal with, providing our customers with not only a great product but also 

with every aspect of the company.  

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 3/31/11

$50 OFF 
any twin/full 

inner spring set
$499 or more

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 3/31/11

$100 OFF 
any queen/king 
inner spring set
$799 or more Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 3/31/11

$100 OFF 
any twin/full 

latex set
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 3/31/11

$200 OFF 
any queen/king

latex set

Your Neighbors Are Sleeping Soundly.

Ron Shovlin, Owner

And here is what they are saying...

"My family has used the Mattress Factory for over 20 years. It is a family-run local business that 

distinguishes itself with outstanding service, exceptional products and competitive prices. Why buy an 

import from a stranger, when you can get a better mattress with great service from a neighbor & friend?

                                                                                                               - John Nichols

NIRVANA LATEX 2-SIDED INNER SPRING 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Lance Voted to Block
Cleanup of Coal-Fired

Power Plants
Union County voters voted for many

things last November, but they certainly
did not vote for more asthma attacks and
more contaminated drinking water.

Unfortunately, that is exactly what Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7) supported by vot-
ing for the outrageously anti-environ-
mental House funding bill (HR 1).

Passed under cover of night on Satur-
day, this bill endangers the health of our
children, elderly citizens and other vul-
nerable populations by blocking the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA)
from cleaning up coal-fired power plants
and other large sources of dangerous car-
bon dioxide pollution.

It also cuts EPA’s overall budget by
the largest percentage in 30 years, se-
verely threatens the agency’s ability to
ensure that we all have clean air to breathe
and clean water to drink.

To his credit, Rep. Lance voted to
oppose efforts to block cleanup of indus-
trial facilities that poison our air and
water with toxic mercury pollution. Nev-
ertheless, I am disappointed that Rep.
Lance voted to let dirty fossil fuel compa-
nies off the hook and, ultimately, sup-
ported a final bill that eviscerates our core
environmental and public health pro-
grams.

It is now up to Senators Lautenberg
and Menendez to help defeat the biggest
assault on our air and water in recent
history.

Doug O’Malley
Environment New Jersey

BOE Candidate: More State Aid for
Westfield Schools is Still Not Enough

The Governor Is Winning With
Divide and Conquer Strategy

Letters to the Editor

Divide and conquer — Figure out a
way to divide an enemy that may be too
great if it sticks together, but can be
beaten if split apart. That strategy is what
our bellicose general – New Jersey Gov-
ernor Chris Christie — has developed to
advance his plan – balance the state’s
budget on the backs of the middle class
and make us want to pay it — while those
families earning his family’s salary and
more pay nothing extra.

Gov. Christie and his wife make
$650,000 a year. How, he realized early
on, could he protect that income from
further taxes, and force the state’s low,
moderate and middle income taxpayers
to pay increased taxes to balance the
budget of a state that previous Governors
and legislatures have made broke, when
it is obvious that those of us making less
than the Christies outnumber those who
make as much and more? His war room’s
answer was quick – divide and conquer.

The Governor has played his game
beautifully – pit one sector of society
making less than $75,000 a year against
another sector of society also making less
than $75,000 a year. Let them think that
one of the sectors (the public sector) is
getting more than they should, and they
are doing so to the detriment of the other
(the private sector), and the state as a
whole. Let them fight each other so that
they forget that their governor, and others
as rich as he, are paying far less than their
fair share. Let them stage public protests
and blame each other for the state’s finan-
cial woes.

Let them believe that by laying off
policemen, firemen, state and municipal
workers, and especially teachers, and re-

ducing their negotiated retirement ben-
efits, the state budget’s woes can be re-
solved. Let them think that somehow
those workers milk the state, and are
second-class citizens who aren’t part of
the true working (and voting) class of
New Jersey.

Oh, and “let them eat cake” when the
protest is over.

I urge my fellow New Jersey citizens
to recognize how we are being played.
We are not the cause of our financial
plight. Previous governors of both parties
have failed to pay the state’s share to
public workers’ pension accounts. One
governor agreed to increase workers’ ben-
efits 9 percent. One governor - a million-
aire herself - used state workers’ dollars
as credit against future debt. Our elected
officials – many of them millionaires –
have created our problem. And now they
want us - everyday low-, moderate- and
middle-income workers  - to bail them
out while they get tax breaks. As always,
we are willing to help pay our fair share,
but it must be an equal share.

Gov. Christie may be overweight. He
may be an arrogant bully. But one thing
he is not is stupid. He has pitted us against
each other for his benefit, and those of his
campaign contributors. He is winning. If
we continue to fight each other, we are
[stupid].

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

On February 24, the State of New
Jersey announced the amount of aid that
they would be providing to school dis-
tricts for the 2011-2012 school year.
Westfield received a total of almost $1.3
million — an increase of roughly
$845,000 over last year. The state for-
mula gave 1 percent of the 2009-2010
budget as additional aid for the coming
year.

I am happy that we received more
money, but it is still way below the $4.5
million we had been receiving just two
years ago. Also, the flat 1 percent offered
by the state to all towns, did nothing to
reward Westfield for its performance by
our kids.

I am running in the April 27 school
board election because I believe that my
career experiences will continue to drive
the board to manage the school district as
a business. I have worked in small, start-
up companies, and larger multi-divisional,
multi-national organizations.

For sure, one thing was the same re-
gardless of the size. We needed to man-
age our finances so that we stayed within
our means. We had to prioritize our needs,
we had to manage for the future and we
had to be creative. I am looking to bring
this rigor and creativity to the school
board. The current board has done a good
job, but I believe that I can offer a per-
spective that is not currently being repre-
sented.

Our budget for the schools is in the
$85-million range annually. I wonder
how many people know that. This is not
a small business and with it, comes many

challenges. We are looking at a thriving
town with significant increases in enroll-
ment at the middle schools and the high
school coming very soon. We must deal
with this issue now, and not before we
have to make hasty decisions. We need
community input — so let me know what
you think. Did you even know that this
was an issue?

Over the last two weeks since I an-
nounced that I was running, I have re-
ceived phone calls and e-mails from
friends and people around town who I do
not even know. After I finished answer-
ing the obvious question of “Why on
earth would you want to do this,” I heard
a similar theme from most people. Com-
munication is poor and fiscal responsibil-
ity needs to be improved.

I have offered to do my part on each
topic, but this is not a one-way street. If
you want good communication, you need
to listen and be involved. For most of my
term, I will be a resident without kids in
the school district as they will be off in
college. That will make my wife and I part
of the more than 60 percent of the resi-
dents in town without kids in the schools.
Everyone has a stake in our success!

School board elections get a 20 percent
voter turnout, but 100 percent of the eli-
gible voters have an opinion. Get your
voice heard, vote on April 27 for Mark
Friedman and I pledge to provide my best
efforts to the school board.

Let me know what issues are important
to you. You can reach me at
voteforfriedman@gmail.com. Also, fol-
low my Facebook page at
VoteForFriedman-Westfield School
Board.

And while we are talking about
Facebook, it would benefit all involved if
the school board moved quickly in the
development of their own Facebook page.
Many other school districts have done
this already. This is a no cost way to better
communicate and seek input from resi-
dents.

Mark Friedman
Westfield

Photo courtesy of Mike Prasad
PLANS...Fanwood held a planning exercize last Saturday for potential emergen-
cies. See story below. Pictured, from left to right, are: Fanwood CERT team
members Maria Lichtenstein, Elizabeth Silver, Dennis Lee, and Anita Bowser
and Fanwood Rescue Squad members Bruce Blakeslee and Bob Hoyer.

Fanwood Emergency Exercise
FANWOOD - The Fanwood Commu-

nity Emergency Response Team (CERT)
coordinated a tabletop exercise on Satur-
day, February 26, with the borough’s
police department and the rescue squad.
This exercise allows team leaders to plan
actions during a disaster. In this case, it
was a major flood simulation. “Flooding
in and around Fanwood is still a possibil-
ity, given the right weather conditions,”
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo said.

The Fanwood CERT regularly partici-
pates in both tabletop and live action
drills throughout the year. In 2009 they

hosted a multi-community CERT and
Red Cross drill in Fanwood that simu-
lated a building evacuation and emer-
gency shelter being established.

See www.FanwoodCERT.org for more
details on what they do for the commu-
nity. Their website also has information
individuals can use to prepare their fami-
lies for disasters like flooding and other
emergencies.

For more information about volunteer-
ing with the Fanwood CERT, go to their
website or call Chief Trigo at (908) 322-
5000.

goleader.com/classifieds


