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PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Art  Ammermuller
Business Health Plans    Medicare Plans

Term Life Insurance

art@benefitsnj.com     14 Years Experience

732-345-6300
               A. Priscoe Irrigation, LLC
  908-233-3652         apriscoeirrigation@gmail.com

    A Westfield based company that specializes in:
     *Irrigation, service & installation  *Landscape lighting  *Drainage

   Introductory Offer   -   Spring Turn-On and Winterization  $162.00

                  New installation of irrigation or lighting save 10%

              visit us on the web at apriscoeirrigation.com

TOP ENGINEER...Union County Engineer Thomas Mineo, center, received a
certificate of appreciation for his public service from the New Jersey Alliance for
Action at their recent “Salute the County Engineers” breakfast at the PNC Bank
Arts Center in Holmdel. Also pictured are Philip Beecham, left, president of
New Jersey Alliance for Action,  and George Laufenberg, Alliance chairman
and administrative nanager of the New Jersey Carpenters Fund.

Christie $29.4-Bill. Budget
Told; Lawmakers Comment
TRENTON –Gov.  Chris Christie

has presented a $29.4-billion budget
for Fiscal Year 2012 that, he said, cuts
spending for a second consecutive year.

The Governor said his budget pro-
posal includes $200 million in tax
cuts, provides additional property tax
relief, increases school aid by $250
million and funds a reformed state
pension system.

The Governor  said spending, which
was cut  by 2.6 percent from the
current fiscal year, must be “reality-
based and zero-based” in the future.

“The old way of budgeting and
thinking must be stricken from our
collective minds if we are to success-
fully emerge from this fiscal crisis
with permanently reformed budget-
ing and spending habits,” Governor
Christie said. “This is a new para-
digm for state government – a new
normal – that cuts and spends respon-
sibly, incentives to our local govern-
ments to do better with what our
taxpayers entrust to them, and causes
businesses to feel welcome and want
to stay and expand or relocate to our
state.”

The budget proposal increases edu-
cation aid to every school district in
New Jersey by a total of $250 million;
makes a $506 million payment to a
reformed state pension fund, the first
funding to the defined benefit plans
since Fiscal Year 2009; provides $200
million in strategic tax cuts that are
responsible and sustainable; doubles
funding for the Homestead Rebate to
provide direct property tax relief in
the form of a property tax credit under
the newly named Homestead Benefit
program; keeps municipal aid fund-
ing at Fiscal Year 2011 levels; de-
creases by 10 percent special transi-
tional aid to cities; increases New Jer-
sey hospital funding, and student fi-
nancial aid by the $20 million each
and provides $15 million for capital
improvements at community colleges.

The budget also funds Fiscal Year
2011 increases to the Pharmaceutical
Assistance to the Aged and Disabled
(PAAD) and Senior Gold Prescription
Assistance Programs without increases
in co-pays or eligibility and allocates
$20.4 million to help the developmen-
tally disabled through new commu-
nity placement and services, and ex-
pands funding for the requirement that
the state expand the number of resi-
dential and community settings for
New Jersey’s mentally ill.

In response, Senate President

Stephen Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester)
said the Governor’s budget is “more of
the same Christie policies that push
property tax burdens onto middle-class
families and seniors already struggling
with the Governor’s property tax hikes.”

“There is no additional municipal
funding and he has again short changed
educational funding. Those add up to
higher property taxes. The Governor
continues to solve his budget woes by
picking the pockets of working class
families, while giving solace to the
wealthy. When he says everyone needs
to sacrifice, he should mean everyone.
Not hard-working families and se-
niors at the expense of the wealthy.

Sen. Sweeney said municipal state
aid is down $460 million from when
the Governor took office while edu-
cational state aid is short $2 billion
“from where the state funding for-
mula says it needs to be.”

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-
20, Union) said Governor Christie’s
budget “simply takes money from
everyone and provides little in re-
turn, while creating divisiveness
throughout our state.”

“To pit neighbor against neighbor -
teachers vs. senior citizens - is abso-
lutely wrong. While we’re fighting
for the working class, this governor
has presented a budget that will crush
the middle class and poor with prop-
erty tax hikes, reduce access to vital
health care services and provide tax
breaks to dead millionaires,” Asm.
Cryan said.

Assemblyman Joseph Mallone (R-
30, Bordentown), GOP budget of-
ficer, responded that, “New Jersey’s
financial crisis did not come from a
lightning bolt out of the blue, but was
woven from eight years of irrespon-
sible and reckless spending.”

Kean Says Reforms Will
Yield Property Tax Relief

WESTFIELD — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
has praised Governor Chris Christie’s
proposed $29.4-billion state budget
proposal for addressing major drivers
of local property taxes: healthcare and
pension costs for public employees.

“Pension and health benefits reform
for public employees does not just
impact the state’s budget,” Mr. Kean
said. “The conveniently overlooked
story by the Governor’s critics is that
reforming these overly generous ben-
efits systems will yield substantial and,
in the case of health reform, immedi-
ate savings to local government. The
Governor’s budget featured sustain-
able property tax relief by demanding
swift enactment of meaningful pen-
sion and benefits reform, which are
major drivers of municipal, county,
and school district budgets.

“Property tax payers should not be
asked to pay for a system of benefits
more generous than they themselves
receive,” Sen. Kean said that in addi-
tion to swift enactment of pension
and healthcare reform, the Legisla-
ture must renew consideration of the
Governor’s property tax toolkit. “By
gutting, as they did with civil service
reform, or ignoring the remainder of
the Governor’s toolkit, Democrats
are inexplicably holding property tax

payers hostage.”
Sen. Kean also called for the

Governor’s critics to engage in a more
productive debate in the new legisla-
tive session. “The overheated, class
warfare rhetoric will do nothing to
help a single taxpayer,” Mr. Kean
stated. “Instead of blaming the Gov-
ernor for events happening in Wis-
consin some inaccurately claim he
endorsed, the Majority (Democrats)
ought to attend to the affairs of the
most highly taxed people in America
right here in New Jersey.”

County School Districts to
See Jump of $13.7 Mil. In Aid

FOCUS ON RARE DISEASES...John Crowley (at podium), chairman and chief
executive officer of Amicus Therapeutics,  is flanked, from left to right, by U.S.
Reps. Bob Dold (R-Ill.), Rep. Leonard Lance (R-N.J., 7th)  and Joe Crowley (D-
N.Y.) as they announce  establishment of  the Rare Disease  Congressional Caucus.
The caucus will focus  on bringing attention to the nearly 7,000 known rare
diseases that currently have no approved therapies, to ensure sufficient funding
for research and orphan product development, explore ways to incentivize
companies to create new drugs, biologics and humanitarian use devices, and
provide an opportunity for members of Congress, families, and advocacy groups
to exchange ideas and policy concerns.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — School aid to Union
County’s 21 municipalities increased
$13.7 million to $502.1 million for
the 2011-2012 school year. The state
restored $250 million of the $800
million it slashed last year statewide.

Locally, Westfield’s aid jumped
$845,448 to $1.3 million after the
district’s aid plummeted $4.2 million
in 2010. Scotch Plains-Fanwood re-
ceived an increase of $769,352 to
$1.4 million after its state funding
was cut $3.9 million last year.

Westfield Superintendent Marga-

District 21 Aid Jumps
$7.1 Million for ’10-11

ret Dolan said she was happy to see
an increase in aid.

“This increase will help minimize
the fiscal challenge we face as a dis-
trict to maintain the tradition of ex-
cellence in the Westfield Public
Schools,” she said in an e-mail to this
newspaper. “Our taxpayers pay mil-
lions of dollars in income tax to Tren-
ton and deserve considerable relief in
local property tax, the main source of
funding for our schools. This increase
in state aid will assist in this area.”

Mountainside and Garwood will
garner $202,718 and $311,904, re-
spectively, increases of $144,651 and
$82,194. Neighboring Cranford re-
ceived an increase of $519,472 to
$1.3 million while Berkeley Heights
saw a bump of $426,204. Berkeley
Heights did not receive any aid last
year, a drop of $2 million from 2009.
Likewise, Summit, which also had
all of its $2.6 million in aid cut last
year, will receive $597,562 in 2011.

The Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools, located in Scotch Plains,
received a $194,973 increase to
$5,087,562. The bulk of state aid in the
county will be distributed to Elizabeth,
$274.2 million, up $3.4 million over
2010; Plainfield, $95.6 million, an in-
crease of $1.2 million, and Union Town-
ship, $27.4 million, up $1.2 million.
Roselle, Linden and Rahway will re-
ceive total aid of between $18.6 million
and $21.8 million Rahway and Roselle
will see aid increases of over half a
million dollars each, while Linden will
see a $1 million jump to $19 million.

TRENTON — Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and
Assembywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21, Summit) have announced that
Governor Chris Christie’s budget will
give an additional $7.1 million in state
aid to Legislative District 21 schools.

“I am committed to helping our
schools receive a fair share of state
education dollars,” Senator Kean said.
“The current funding scheme man-
dated by the (state) Supreme Court is

unfair to a majority of the communi-
ties in New Jersey.” Funding increases
for District 21 schools is as follows:

Essex Co. Vo-Tech., $393,257;
Millburn, $764,617; Chathams,
$517,006; Harding, $90,596; Madi-
son, $349,346; Morris Co. Voc.,
$163,049; Long Hill Twp., $141,435;
Somerset Co. Voc., $165,386; War-
ren Twp., $387,321; Watchung, Boro,
$112,093; Watchung Hills Reg.,
$345,607; Berkeley Heights,
$426,204; Cranford, $519,472;
Garwood, $82,194; Mountainside,
$144,651; New Providence, $322,
610; Roselle Park, $281,809; Spring-
field $328,859; Summit, $597,811;
Union Co. Voc., $194,973, and
Westfield, $845,448.

WF Pool Members Can
Sign Up Until April 14
WESTFIELD — Registration in-

formation has been mailed to all 2010
Westfield Memorial Pool members.
Members can register online, through
the mail, or in person through 4:30
p.m. on Thursday, April 14.

Once pre-registration of current 2010
members closes, the recreation depart-
ment will start filling any openings by
contacting those on the wait list. Those
who are interested in joining the pool,
and who were not a 2010 member or
presently on the wait list can obtain a
wait list application online at
westfieldnj.gov/recreation, or pick up
one up at the recreation department.


