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100 CANS OF CARING…On February 17, kindergarteners at School One Elementary  in Scotch Plains collected over 100
cans of food to celebrate their 100th day of school. All canned items were donated to a local Union County food pantry.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PANCAKES FOR A PURPOSE...President of the Scotch Plains rescue squad,
Jennifer Speth,  left, and Sandy Neilson serve pancakes and sausages at the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad and Auxiliary Pancake Breakfast held February 27. Pro-
ceeds from the breakfast will go towards recruiting volunteers.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVING ON…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) sits with a group of protesters
affiliated with MoveOn.org on February 24 to discuss unemployment, health care
and other issues at his Westfield office. The group was protesting $61 billion in
cuts proposed by the House Republican majority to the record high federal
budget of $3.73-trillion presented by President Barak Obama.

BOE Proposes $80.26 Mil. Budget;
SP School Tax to Rise, Drop in FW

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After receiv-
ing an increase of $770,000 in state
aid, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education voted unani-
mously on Monday night to pass a
tentative budget that returns $420,000
of that amount to the public in the
form of tax relief.

School officials said the total school
budget would be $80.26 million, with
$73.6 million collected in taxes.
Scotch Plains taxpayers would expe-
rience a $64 increase in the school
portion of their taxes, while Fanwood
taxpayers would see a $151 reduc-

tion in their portion.
A measure presented by board

member Donald Parisi, finance com-
mittee chairman, which would have
returned $623,703 of the $770,000 to
taxpayers, did not receive the neces-
sary five votes from the board. The
proposal received four positive votes,
from Mr. Parisi, Warren McFall, Amy
Winkler and Karen Kulikowski. With
only eight members present (Vice-
President Rob O’Connor was absent),
the measure ended in a four-four stale-
mate. According to BOE rules, a tied
vote cannot advance a motion, and
the consideration was defeated.

Mr. Parisi said he did not want to

“overstate” the “surprise” news of
receiving an increase in state aid that
amounted to 1 percent of the overall
budget. He said he felt the “best way”
to utilize the aid would be to pass a
higher amount along to the public;
under Mr. Parisi’s proposal, Scotch
Plains taxes would have risen $53,
while Fanwood’s would have declined
$167, based on equalized assess-
ments.

The option that did pass, featuring
$420,000 in tax relief, will also set
aside about $200,000 to build modu-
lar units at Park Middle School and
calls for the return of $120,000 in
student-activity fees.

Mr. Parisi said it would have been
“appropriate” to keep the user fees in
place if more aid went back to tax-
payers.

He agreed with the board that pur-
chasing the modular units was the
“perfect use of money for a non-
recurring expense.” He said the abil-
ity to alleviate space constraints in
the short-term and keep some spe-
cial-education students in-district,
long-term, was a “no-brainer.”

Trip Whitehouse, the president of
the board, said he also “believes
wholeheartedly” that the board was
taking a long-sighted view in pursu-
ing the portable classrooms at Park.

Betty Anne Woerner, who voted
against Mr. Parisi’s motion, said there
was “more of a need” to use the
increase in state aid to provide relief
on the activity fees.

“These fees are clearly a burden
for many parents,” she said. “Cut-
backs, loss of jobs, etc., have caused
countless degrees of stress on house-
holds.” She said she had problems
with the fee, calling it “not an ideal
structure,” due to equity and burden-
sharing reasons. She “strongly sug-
gests” that the board takes the oppor-
tunity to eliminate the activity fees
because it “might not be able to in the
future.”

Nancy Bauer echoed the sentiments

Work on Martine/South
Corner to Begin in Spring

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During
Tuesday’s agenda session, the
Fanwood Borough Council addressed
the vacant lot at the corner of South
and Martine Avenues, the rumor of
the Post Office’s shutdown and an
ordinance that raises fees related to
signs and fences.

Responding to a question from resi-
dent Michael Lewis concerning a
“timeline to build something” at the
intersection of Martine and South
Avenues, Mayor Colleen Mahr noted
that last Wednesday night, the plan-
ning board met and gave preliminary
approval for a plan. The structure
will be a mixed-use building, with
retail on the ground floor and apart-
ments above.

According to the mayor, workers
should break ground in the spring.

“It’s a nice-looking project. It’s a
good project. It received unanimous
approval, and we will be showing a
picture of it in the next Fanwoodian,”
she said.

Mr. Lewis also asked about the

potential closure of the borough’s
Post Office.

“I’ve heard the rumblings of a clos-
ing,” noted the mayor, who said she
has spoken with the postmaster. “At
this point, it is a rumor. They have a
lease that runs through late summer/
early fall. They are negotiating with
the property owner. As far as a deci-
sion, there has been no decision. There
have only been rumblings.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
encouraged the mayor to contact Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) for further
assistance.

At the next regular meeting on
Tuesday, March 8, the borough will
craft a resolution, similar to the Town-
ship of Cranford, to state its support
for Assembly Bill A-881.

According to the language in the
bill, it establishes the “Court Secu-
rity Enhancement Fund,” financed
by increasing court fees, assessments
and penalties, to “provide a continu-
ous source of funding to assist coun-
ties and municipalities in providing
and maintaining safe and secure court
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SP Council Approves Designation
Of Shackamaxon, Muni Properties

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
resolution labeling the Shackamaxon
Country Club property as well as
several municipal properties as Ar-
eas in Need of Rehabilitation, a des-
ignation that Mayor Nancy Malool
said allows the municipal govern-
ment to control what gets built on the
145-acre country club property in
future years.

Shackamaxon is in the process of
being sold to RDC Golf Group, a
New Jersey-based golf management
firm that plans to continue to operate
the 95-year-old facility as a golf
course. But concerns that the prop-
erty could be sold at some point to
developers who would build as many
as 100 single-family homes led the

council to enact the resolution. The
township’s newly-hired planner,
Maser Consulting, will work to de-
velop a comprehensive plan for the
Shackamaxon property should it ever
be put up for sale.

The thrust of that plan is expected
to include relocating the municipal
building, the township library and
the public works department at the
Shackamaxon site, thus freeing up
property in the downtown business
district that could be developed into
commercial properties.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing this week, which was attended by
several dozen Shackamaxon mem-
bers and neighborhood residents,
Mayor Malool emphasized that the
forthcoming plan for Shackamaxon
“may never be implemented” if the
facility continues to operate as a golf
course. “There is no negative” result-
ing from the council’s action, she
said, adding that Shackamaxon is not
being blocked from continuing to
operate as a golf course.

Prior to the council’s consideration
of the resolution, Larry Goldman, a
member of the club’s board of trust-
ees, read a statement urging the coun-
cil to reject the designation, calling it
“flawed” because Shackamaxon “is
not in need of rehabilitation.” In-
stead, he said, the property is “in
better condition today than it’s been
in recent years.” Mr. Goldman, a
former Westfield Town Council mem-
ber, lamented what he said was the
Scotch Plains council’s “breakneck
speed” in passing the resolution, say-
ing an “open arms policy” of discus-
sions with Shackamaxon would have

been preferable.
Mayor Malool said the council

faced time constraints to formally
designate the properties since on May
11 a state law goes into effect that
forbids towns from rezoning prop-
erty once a development plan for that
property has been filed with local
authorities.

Christopher Schiavone, president
of RDC, spoke briefly at Tuesday’s
meeting, saying his firm has “never
replaced a golf course with homes”
and said RDC “intends to continue to
operate this great country club.”

Nevertheless, prior to the council’s
4-1 vote to approve the resolution, a
majority of its members said they
saw the designation as a hedge against
a future scenario in which the prop-
erty could potentially be sold to a
developer. “If it remains a golf course
for 100 years, so be it,” the mayor
said. “But the possibility exists that
in two, three, five, 10 or 20 years
from now,” RDC could decide to sell
the property. She added that, “just as
Shackamaxon is a fiduciary for its
membership, we are fiduciaries for
23,000 taxpayers.”

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
agreed, saying, “our primary respon-
sibility is to our residents and taxpay-
ers,” and calling the designation an
“insurance policy” against overde-
velopment.

Councilman Kevin Glover called
the council’s move “in the best inter-
ests of those who live around
Shackamaxon and of Scotch Plains
residents.” Councilman William
Vastine said the council had a “fidu-
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Freeholders Extend Trash
Pact 22-yrs; Seek State OK

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH - Union County
Freeholders voted 9-0 to adopt an
ordinance, last Thursday, to approve
a 22-year extension through 2045 on
the county’s lease with Covanta En-
ergy for operation of the county’s
garbage incinerator in Rahway.

The agreement must be approved
by the state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) and De-
partment of Community Affairs
(DCA) as well as the Office of the
Ratepayer Advocate. Officials hope
to have the state sign off on the deal
by April. The current contract runs
through 2023, according to Jonathan
Williams, special counsel to the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA).

He said 11 of the 14 towns that
have existing long-term contracts
with the UCUA to dump at the incin-
erator have signed contract exten-
sions.

Dennis Enright of NW Financial
Group, LLC, the authority’s finan-
cial advisor, said Covanta will pay
the county $4 million out of its rev-
enues in increased lease payments
annually as well as $125,000 per
year to enforce waste flow at the
incinerator.

In addition, Mr. Enright said tip-
ping fees charged to towns as well as
private haulers using the facility, will
be reduced by $3.44 per ton “on all
waste we process through the plant
over the term of the contract.” In
2029 Covanta will be required to
share 10 percent of revenues with
the county from the sale of electric-
ity produced at the facility.

Rahway also will benefit from the
contract extension, as Covanta will

increase the annual host fee to the
city from the $850,000 it currently
pays to $1 million.

“The total economic benefit (for
the new lease) to the UCUA and
ratepayers will be in excess of $300
million,” said Mr. Enright, saying
these savings will be generated from
lower solid waste disposal fees,
higher lease payments and revenue
sharing of profits from the sale of
electricity.

Those towns that sign contract
extensions with the UCUA will see
a $12-per-ton tipping fee reduction.

“We think this is a very strong
economic package,” Mr. Enright told
the freeholders.

Steve Gable of Gable Associates,
an independent analyst hired to re-
view the proposal, said the $302 mil-
lion in estimated economic benefits
for the county and towns equals $121
million in 2011 dollars.

As part of the agreement, 430,000
tons of solid waste must be processed
annually at the incinerator. Mr. Gable
said the average annual tonnage pro-
cessed last year was 549,000 tons.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
the freeholders to vote against the
contract extension. “Why are we look-
ing at this now? It doesn’t make any
sense…. We are talking of [extending
the contract] at least 10 years ahead of
time,” Mr. Paterson said.

In response, Mr. Williams said the
agreement is needed now because it
“offers relief to those participating
municipalities” in 2011 and is “avail-
able to any municipality that wants to
participate.”

Mr. Paterson asked if there was an
escape clause in the agreement to let
the utilities authority out of the con-
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Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOROUGH BUSINESS…The Fanwood Council has a light-hearted moment at
Tuesday night’s council meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman An-
thony Parenti, Councilwoman Joan Wheeler, and Mayor Colleen Mahr.
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