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SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$348$348AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $468* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $472* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $227* on average with Allstate

*

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written in 2009.  Actual savings will vary.
Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Bridgewater,  NJ.  ©  2010  Allstate
Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $348* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition
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AROUND THE WORLD...Melanie Jackson of Westfield and
her friend, Jan Graverson of Denmark, read The Westfield
Leader in front of the Domm Cathedral in Cologne, Germany.
Melanie is studying at the Univ. of Denmark for a semester.

Photo courtesy of Jeannine Viscardi
100 CANS OF CARING…On February 17 the kindergarteners at School One Elementary School in
Scotch Plains collected over 100 cans of food to celebrate their 100th day of school. All canned items were
donated to a local Union County food pantry.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
HIGH TECH...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rescue Squad ambulance is equipped
with the latest technology. For more information on volunteering for the squad,
call (908) 812-3349 or e-mail scotchplainsauxiliary@gmail.com.

WHS Graduate, Daughter
Found Deceased at Home

SOMERVILLE – The Somerset
County  Prosecutor’s Office is inves-
tigating the deaths of Westfield na-
tive Patricia A. Graham-Hawthorne,
45, and her 4-year-old daughter,
Allison Graham-Hawthorne, in their
Bernardsville home, according to a
press release from the prosecutor’s
office.

Patricia Graham-Hawthorne is a
1984 graduate of Westfield High
School and her daughter was to start
kindergarten in the fall, according to
her obituary, which appears on page 8.

According to Somerset County Pros-
ecutor Geoffrey Soriano, the
Prosecutor’s Office Major Crimes
Squad and Bernardsville Police De-
partment are conducting the investiga-
tion into the deaths of the mother and
child, who authorities said were dis-
covered deceased inside their residence
on Thursday evening, February 24.

Mr. Soriano stated that
Bernardsville police officers re-
sponded to a 9-1-1 call to a residence
located on Roundtop Road in
Bernardsville, for a report of a de-
ceased child. Upon arrival officers ob-
served that the mother and child were
deceased in an upstairs bathroom.

According to the prosecutor, the
officers were advised by the father
that he arrived home from work at
approximately 6:35 p.m. and discov-
ered his wife and child unresponsive
in the bathroom, and immediately
dialed 9-1-1. Officers who responded
to the scene began to perform lifesav-
ing measures on the child along with

emergency medical personnel from
Morristown Memorial Hospital, but
were not able to revive the victim,
authorities said.

Mr. Soriano said detectives from
the Somerset County Prosecutor’s
Office Major Crimes Squad and Fo-
rensic and Crime Scene Unit in con-
junction with detectives from the
Bernardsville Police Department and
investigators from the Regional Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office conducted the
investigation.

“Although the circumstances of
both deaths are the subject of an
ongoing investigation, the prelimi-
nary investigation has led to the be-
lief that no other individuals were
with the decedents at the time of
death,” according to the prosecutor’s
office release.

An autopsy was  conducted Febru-
ary 25 at the Regional Medical
Examiner’s office to determine the
cause and manner of death. Anyone
with information regarding this inci-
dent is asked to contact the
Bernardsville Police Department at
(908) 766-0037, the Somerset County
Prosecutor’s Office Major Crimes
Squad at (908) 231-7100, or the
Somerset County Crime Stoppers’
Tip Line at (888) 577-TIPS (8477) or
online at 888577tips.org or scpo.net
and click on either “Crime Stoppers”
or “TIPS HOTLINE.” All calls will
be kept confidential.

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield,
handled funeral arrangements.

BOE Budget Proposed;
Taxes Rise in SP, Drop in FW

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After receiv-
ing an increase of $770,000 in state
aid, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education voted unani-
mously on Monday night to pass a
tentative budget that returns $420,000
of that amount to the public in the
form of tax relief.

School officials said the total school
budget would be $80.26 million, with
$73.6 million collected in taxes.
Scotch Plains taxpayers would expe-
rience a $64 increase in the school
portion of their taxes, while Fanwood
taxpayers would see a $151 reduc-
tion in their portion.

A measure presented by board
member Donald Parisi, finance com-
mittee chairman, which would have
returned $623,703 of the $770,000 to
taxpayers, did not receive the neces-
sary five votes from the board. The
proposal received four positive votes,
from Mr. Parisi, Warren McFall, Amy
Winkler and Karen Kulikowski. With
only eight members present (Vice-
President Rob O’Connor was absent),
the measure ended in a four-four stale-
mate. According to BOE rules, a tied
vote cannot advance a motion, and
the consideration was defeated.

Mr. Parisi said he did not want to
“overstate” the “surprise” news of
receiving an increase in state aid that
amounted to 1 percent of the overall
budget. He said he felt the “best way”
to utilize the aid would be to pass a
higher amount along to the public;
under Mr. Parisi’s proposal, Scotch
Plains taxes would have risen $53,
while Fanwood’s would have declined
$167, based on equalized assess-
ments.

The option that did pass, featuring
$420,000 in tax relief, will also set
aside about $200,000 to build modu-
lar units at Park Middle School and
calls for the return of $120,000 in
student-activity fees.

Mr. Parisi said it would have been
“appropriate” to keep the user fees in
place if more aid went back to tax-
payers.

He agreed with the board that pur-
chasing the modular units was the
“perfect use of money for a non-
recurring expense.” He said the abil-
ity to alleviate space constraints in
the short-term and keep some spe-
cial-education students in-district,
long-term, was a “no-brainer.”

Trip Whitehouse, the president of
the board, said he also “believes
wholeheartedly” that the board was
taking a long-sighted view in pursu-
ing the portable classrooms at Park.

Betty Anne Woerner, who voted
against Mr. Parisi’s motion, said there
was “more of a need” to use the
increase in state aid to provide relief
on the activity fees.

“These fees are clearly a burden
for many parents,” she said. “Cut-
backs, loss of jobs, etc., have caused
countless degrees of stress on house-
holds.” She said she had problems
with the fee, calling it “not an ideal
structure,” due to equity and burden-
sharing reasons. She “strongly sug-
gests” that the board takes the oppor-
tunity to eliminate the activity fees
because it “might not be able to in the
future.”

Nancy Bauer echoed the sentiments
of Ms. Woerner; she said some board
members, at the time of the fees’
passing, had stated their desire to try
and make the fees a short-term solu-
tion.

“The community takes advantage
of football, plays and the band,” she
said. “Parents are paying for many
things benefitting the whole commu-
nity.”

Mr. Whitehouse said when the user
fees were being crafted into law, he
“struggled” with passing such a mea-
sure. He said he believed “these types
of basic services should be rolled into

the taxes as a whole. I was one of
those people who hoped it would be
short-term.” He said the board needed
to remember that the increase of
$770,000 in aid was “20 cents on the
dollar of what was taken away” last
year in aid.

Board member David Gorbunoff
said families who are paying the fees
are assuming a larger share of the
burden. He said he wanted to give
those monies back and feels “strongly
about doing away with the fee.”

Although the board did not pass
the motion that he supported, Mr.
Parisi stated his full intention to sup-
port the budget, which ended up be-
ing passed in unanimous fashion.

Mr. Parisi maintained that the
school district is lowering the overall
tax levy from year to year; last year’s
levy, which was defeated by 56 per-
cent of voters, was $74,107,662, and
this year’s stands at $73,596,374.

“This is the second year in a row
that the levy was less than the prior
year,” Mr. Parisi said. “I’m extremely
proud...We’ve built a solid founda-
tion [in Scotch Plains-Fanwood]. We
didn’t get lucky. The entire staff does
a nice job.”

Mr. Parisi said the proposed bud-
get was “about value.”

“People will vote for value...this
budget has to pass,” he said.

He called it “so frustrating” that
Scotch Plains residents will still see
an increase in their school taxes.

“There has to be an equalized evalu-
ation. We don’t have a consolidated
municipality, but we have a consoli-
dated school system,” Mr. Parisi said.
According to the state formula, Scotch
Plains’ relative value has gone up.

Ms. Woerner touted the position
that the district was in, which is far
better than last year.

“This is the best news we’ve seen
in a while. To be able to lower
Fanwood’s numbers and keep the
change in Scotch Plains to a
minimum...it’s important to keep that
in our sights,” Ms. Woerner said.

Scotch Plains Councilman Michael
Marcus thanked the board for its
thoughtfulness and commitment.

One revenue-generating proposal
was to have students pay a fee for
participation in sports activities pro-
vided by the district. Neighboring
districts Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, both k-12 districts, have
implemented activity fees.

A third proposal considered and
passed by the board on Thursday
evening was a contract with the
Westfield Area “Y” to manage the
district’s before and aftercare pro-
grams, as well as the summer camp
program for the 2011-2012 school
year.

“By doing that, we would elimi-
nate our risk of any loss, collect rent
from the ‘Y’…a guaranteed rent of
$15,760,” Mr. Saragnese stated. It
was unclear what the cost would be
to those participating in the pro-
gram.

A final proposal offered by Mr.
Saragnese was the eventual “phas-
ing out” of Mr. Saragnese’s own
position as interim school business
administrator for the district.

Mr. Saragnese further stated that
the preliminary budget was just that
– preliminary. Unforeseen factors
such as incorrect budget estimates
or additional aid to Mountainside
through the recently proposed state
budget could help to defray the cost
to the tax-paying citizen in the dis-
trict, he said.

The next BOE meetings open to
the public are scheduled for Tues-
days, March 8 and  22.
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tons of solid waste must be processed
annually at the incinerator. Mr. Gable
said the average annual tonnage pro-
cessed last year was 549,000 tons.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
the freeholders to vote against the con-
tract extension. “Why are we looking
at this now? It doesn’t make any
sense…. We are talking of [extending
the contract] at least 10 years ahead of
time,” Mr. Paterson said.

In response, Mr. Williams said the
agreement is needed now because it
“offers relief to those participating
municipalities” in 2011 and is “avail-
able to any municipality that wants to
participate.”

Mr. Paterson asked if there was an
escape clause in the agreement to let
the utilities authority out of the con-
tract, to which Mr. Williams said there
was not. In addition, Mr. Paterson asked
about a $3-per-ton recycling tax imple-
mented by the state in 1997. Mr. Will-
iams said the incinerator was exempt
from the tax because it was built prior
to the tax and also because the facility
produces “a form of renewable en-
ergy.” The attorney said he believes
the facility will remain grandfathered
from the tax, but if not, “the amount of
savings would be reduced.”

Mr. Enright, in response to a ques-
tion from John Bury of Kenilworth,
said the remaining debt from the con-
struction of the incinerator would in-
crease by $5 to $10 million from the
current $138 million. Mr. Williams
added that Covanta is responsible for
paying off that debt, not taxpayers,
and that Covanta’s annual debt pay-
ments would be lowered.

Mr. Bury said in a review of its
financial statements, Covanta listed
profits of $17 million of which $7
million was paid in federal taxes.
“There looks like a huge profit that
was being made on this over the years.
Is this a way (contract extension) to
dodge federal taxes that you’re going
through now?”

Mr. Enright said Covanta would

provide the $4 million annually to the
county “out of what would have been
their profit.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
agreement was needed to help towns
now. “When you talk about no brainers,
this is a great no brainer.”

“It’s interesting that some people
are against everything. But that doesn’t
surprise me,” Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Al Mirabella commented.

In other business, the board approved
a $3.5-million contract with Suffern,
N.Y.-based Turco Golf, Inc., for devel-
opment of a park at the former Ponde-
rosa Farm on Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains. The park will include two natu-
ral grass soccer fields, a paved drive-
way and parking lot, restroom build-
ing, water spray park, planted land-
scape berms, paved walkways and a
pedestrian bridge, and a maintenance
building. Although construction will
be completed by late fall, the soccer
fields are not expected to be ready for
play until the spring of 2012. Finance
Director Larry Caroselli said $500,000
of the expense would be paid paid out
of the capital budget with the remain-
der out of the open space fund.

Also approved by the freeholders
was a $55,000 contract to Mad Dog
Presents, LLC, Jersey City, for profes-
sional planning production and pro-
motion services for the 2011 Summer
Arts Festival.

The board also passed a resolution
to support the Coalition for New Jer-
sey Jobs and Economic Health and the
International Brotherhood of Team-
sters Local Union 863 in their efforts
to urge C&S Wholesale Grocers to
negotiate with A&P “in order to keep
1,300 New Jersey workers employed.”

C&S is the grocery distributor for
A&P and Pathmark supermarkets.
A&P, which owns Pathmark, filed for
Chapter 11-bankruptcy protection in
December. C&S has announced plans
to move its New Jersey operations,
including warehouses in Woodbridge,
to Pennsylvania in an effort to cut costs.
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DWC Discusses Promotions
in with the rest of the businesses on
a given block. The DWC can sug-
gest and recommend design details
to stores and provide grants based
on the owner’s decisions, as is the
case with The Liquor Basket.

Another goal of the DWC is to
have all the buildings in the Special
Improvement District (SID) area oc-
cupied with vibrant and booming
businesses. Currently, less than 5
percent of the available store space
in the SID is unoccupied, Mrs.
Cronin said.

The DWC continually pursues po-
tential businesses for downtown va-

cancies. For example, Mr. Good
Lube, located at 200 South Avenue,
West, recently closed. According to
Mrs. Cronin, the DWC has so far
“just noticed that it is vacant and
available for sale,” a first step in the
process.

“The (DWC) Economic Develop-
ment Committee is not actively
courting any specific companies, but
works most often with brokers and
property owners to find a replace-
ment,” Mrs. Cronin said.

The next board of directors meet-
ing for the DWC is scheduled for
Monday, March 28, at 7:30 p.m.

Garwood to Unveil $7-Mil. Budget;
Non-Union Wage Freeze Is Proposed
GARWOOD — The finance commit-

tee of the Garwood Borough Council will
unveil a $7-million municipal budget at a
special meeting at 7 p.m. this Monday,
March 7 at Borough Hall.

According to Councilman Jim Mathieu,
finance committee chairman, the budget
includes $1.9 million for the 16-officer
police department, including overtime
costs, and $90,000 to $100,000 for mis-
cellaneous expenses.

The public works department’s pro-
posed budget is $600,000, a half million
dollars of which is for payroll. When
healthcare, pension and other benefits are
factored in the number is “closer to
$800,000,” Mr. Mathieu said.

“The police department is by far
Garwood’s largest expense. Add in the
pension, healthcare, Social Security,
workers’ compensation, disability/life
insurance and unemployment insurance
and our department…costs us well above
$2 million and probably more than one-
third of our total 2011 budget,” Mr.
Mathieu said in a statement released in
the Garwood forum section of nj.com.

The projected 2011 costs for healthcare
for active and retired borough employ-
ees, dental insurance, and disability and
life insurance is $800,000. Mr. Mathieu
said healthcare costs for the borough have
increased $64,000 from 2010. He said
none of the borough employees is cur-
rently paying the newly state-mandated
1.5-percent healthcare payroll contribu-
tion. Another $500,000 is projected in
2011 pension costs, an increase of $90,000
from 2010.

“These pension contributions have in-
creased approximately 250 percent from
2009,” Mr. Mathieu said. “Healthcare
premiums and pension contributions to-
gether will represent nearly one out of
every five dollars of our 2011 budget and
represents one out of every four dollars in
municipal property taxes paid by our
borough residents.”

The finance chairman said contractual
union raises for 2011 will total $54,000.

Mr. Mathieu said the finance
committee’s recommended wage freeze
for non-union municipal employees
would save the borough $30,000.


