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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
SCHOOL NEWS...At last Thursday’s Mountainside Board of Education meet-
ing, Chief School Administrator Jeanette Baubles, pictured left, Acting Business
Administrator Daniel Saragnese, center, and Board Member Carolyn Williams
discuss the proposed school budget.

DWC Discusses Promotions,
Grants for Downtown Stores

Freeholders OK 22-Yr. Extension
On Burner Lease; DEP, DCA Next

Mtsd. BOE Reviews $15-Mil.
Budget, Revenue Sources

FIND HAPPINESS HERE...Students at Roosevelt Intermediate School rehearse
for their performance of You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown being presented  this
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. See story on page 20.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH - Union County
Freeholders voted 9-0 to adopt an
ordinance, last Thursday, to approve a
22-year extension through 2045 on
the county’s lease with Covanta En-
ergy for operation of the county’s gar-
bage incinerator in Rahway.

The agreement must be approved
by the state’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) and Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA) as
well as the Office of the Ratepayer
Advocate. Officials hope to have the
state sign off on the deal by April. The
current contract runs through 2023,
according to Jonathan Williams, spe-
cial counsel to the Union County Utili-
ties Authority (UCUA).

He said 11 of the 14 towns that have
existing long-term contracts with the
UCUA to dump at the incinerator have
signed contract extensions.

Dennis Enright of NW Financial
Group, LLC, the authority’s financial
advisor, said Covanta will pay the
county $4 million out of its revenues
in increased lease payments annually
as well as $125,000 per year to en-
force waste flow at the incinerator.

In addition, Mr. Enright said tip-
ping fees charged to towns as well as
private haulers using the facility, will
be reduced by $3.44 per ton “on all
waste we process through the plant
over the term of the contract.” In 2029

Covanta will be required to share 10
percent of revenues with the county
from the sale of electricity produced at
the facility.

Rahway also will benefit from the
contract extension, as Covanta will
increase the annual host fee to the city
from the $850,000 it currently pays to
$1 million.

“The total economic benefit (for the
new lease) to the UCUA and ratepayers
will be in excess of $300 million,” said
Mr. Enright, saying these savings will
be generated from lower solid waste
disposal fees, higher lease payments
and revenue sharing of profits from

the sale of electricity.
Those towns that sign contract ex-

tensions with the UCUA will see a
$12-per-ton tipping fee reduction.

“We think this is a very strong eco-
nomic package,” Mr. Enright told the
freeholders.

Steve Gable of Gable Associates,
an independent analyst hired to re-
view the proposal, said the $302 mil-
lion in estimated economic benefits
for the county and towns equals $121
million in 2011 dollars when inflation
is calculated.

As part of the agreement, 430,000

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
BIGGER IS BETTER...At a recent meeting of the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, the possibility of awarding a grant to Cosimo’s Restaurant, located at 120
East Broad Street, was discussed. The restaurant is in the midst of an expansion
after taking over the office space left vacant by Little Treasures.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held a public meeting Thurs-
day night to present a preliminary
budget projection of $15 million for
the district for the 2011-2012 school
year.

The BOE has the responsibility to
bridge the gap between moneys taken
into the school district in the form of
taxes and other sources of revenue,
such as state aid, and the day-to-day
costs of running a school district in
New Jersey.

The preliminary budget was pre-
sented to the public by Acting Busi-
ness Administrator Daniel Saragnese.
Mr. Saragnese stressed that the cur-
rent budget was a “work in progress.”

According to Mr. Saragnese, more
deliberation would be necessary be-
fore the board could “take the docu-
ment to the executive county super-
intendent (Joseph Passiment), get his
approval, [and] get the final informa-
tion for the budget.”

A key aspect of the BOE budget

plan is the implementation of numer-
ous cost-cutting techniques with some
already initiated by Mr. Saragnese.
One such example involved the
district’s municipal bonds.

“We successfully sold or refinanced
the district’s bonds [February
24]…the present value savings on
the bonds will result in 6.779 percent
saving and in gross dollars…$21,803
a year in debt service interest reduc-
tion.”

Several other ideas are currently
being considered by the board to re-
duce costs. One such proposal is “the
possibility of switching our courtesy
busing to a subscription program,”
according to Mr. Saragnese. Such a
move could save the district “up to
$195,000,” he said. All students pre-
ferring district transportation would
be required to pay between $650 and
$720 per student per year to cover the
cost.

Another key aspect of the plan is to
raise additional revenue without re-
lying on raising additional taxes in
Mountainside, he said.

WF Council Hears Public Input
Regarding Traffic Signal

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The bulk of Tues-
day night’s conference session of the
Westfield Town Council was spent
hearing complaints and questions
from residents regarding the newly
operational pedestrian crossing sig-
nal on Central Avenue.

Lincoln Road resident Jim Baker
took issue with the council over the
distance of the new light from the
stop sign at the corner of Central
Avenue and Clover Street. He said
that, according to the Uniform Traf-
fic Code, a signalized pedestrian light
must be over 100 feet from the cor-

ner. He then asked the mayor and
council members if they would like
to “bet” on its distance.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren told
Mr. Baker that it was “not a time for
you to interrogate or cross examine
the town council.”

Mr. Baker asked that someone
measure the distance from the stop
sign to the light, which he estimated
at 80 feet or less, because it is “not in
compliance, unless I am wrong.”

Francis Terrace resident Peter
Laskaris questioned the council on
the process of the placement of the
light and voiced his objection to the
location of the light in front of Adina

Enculescu’s home. He said that “it is
a terrible eyesore” and that he does
not “think it’s fair” to the property
owner.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
said that “it would have been nice” if
the county, which was responsible
for implementing the project, had let
Ms. Enculescu know before it was
installed.

Second Ward Councilwoman and
Public Safety Committee Chair-
woman JoAnn Neylan said that while
she sympathizes with Ms. Enculescu,
public safety is important and is “big-
ger than just one person.”

When asked where he would have
put the light, Mr. Laskaris at first said
he did not know, but later suggested
that it be placed at Belmar Terrace,
which is now a cul-de-sac, where the
light would not be on anyone’s prop-
erty. He said that he would feel more
comfortable with his children walk-
ing on Belmar Terrace, even though
there is no sidewalk, than on Clover
Street.

Mr. Laskaris asked the mayor,
“What would it take to move it (the
light)?” Mayor Andy Skibitsky re-
sponded that the council would ob-
serve the use of the light and the
safety of it over the next 90 days and
that unless it was deemed unsafe, “I
don’t think we’ll move it.”

Francis Terrace resident Anthony
Jennette said that he and his wife
used the light to cross Central Av-
enue and found that cars were run-
ning the red light. He also stated his
concern that a motorist turning right
onto Central from Clover would not
be looking right to see if the light was
red and could hit a pedestrian.

When resident Len Berman asked
the mayor to consider the report that
drivers are running the red light in the
council’s evaluation, Fourth Ward
Councilman James Foerst dismissed
the request, stating, “It’s not like we
turned our ears off; we heard what
they said.”

In other business, Councilwoman
Neylan announced that the Westfield
High School (WHS) parking meet-
ing, which is a joint meeting of the
council and the board of education,
has been rescheduled for Wednes-
day, March 23, at 7 p.m. at WHS. The
meeting, which was previously can-
celed due to snow, will be open to the
public to discuss traffic and parking
issues in the area of WHS and Edison
Intermediate School. The town’s traf-
fic safety engineer, Gordon Meth,
will be in attendance.

At the close of the meeting, the
council went into closed session to
discuss a personnel issue and the
Sunnyside lawsuit, a builders’ rem-
edy suit against the town.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held
its monthly board of directors meet-
ing this past Monday to address fur-
ther enhancement of Westfield’s
downtown area.

The DWC is planning several
projects to accomplish its goal. Some
of the promotions mentioned by mem-
bers of the board included Restaurant
Week, which continues today until
Saturday, March 5; Girls Night Out, a
shopping event that is scheduled for
Thursday, April 14, and Sidewalk
Sale Days, tentatively scheduled for
April 7 to 10.

One current project the board dis-
cussed was a grant that may be
awarded to Cosimo’s Restaurant, lo-
cated at 120 East Broad Street. The
restaurant is in the midst of an expan-
sion after taking over the office space
left vacant by Little Treasures.

According to Sherry Cronin, DWC
executive director, the neighboring

business of the American Shoe Re-
pair, located at 126 East Broad Street,
also became involved in Cosimo’s
renovation because “their doorway
shares the historic foyer that was dis-
covered behind the façade.”

“It (the renovation project) will
enhance not only the building, but
also where you enter his store and the
complementary doorway of the new
Cosimo’s dining area. All of the fin-
ish details will be consistent and will
include a portion of the American
Shoe Repair façade,” Mrs. Cronin
said.

A second grant also under review
by the board involves The Liquor
Basket, a liquor store located at 115
Quimby Street. The Liquor Basket
recently replaced its signage, giving
it a “new look” designed to the busi-
ness more appealing to potential cus-
tomers.

The DWC provides assessments to
businesses on design improvements
and how well a new design may blend
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
MOVING ON…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) sits with a group of protesters affiliated with MoveOn.org on February 24 to
discuss unemployment, health care and other issues at his Westfield office. The group was protesting $61 billion in cuts
proposed by the House Republican majority to the record high federal budget of $3.73-trillion presented by President
Barack Obama.

BOE to Introduce $92.2-Mil.
Budget With $85.9-Tax Levy

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education will meet tonight
at 7 p.m. to introduce a tentative
budget of $92.2 million, of which
$85.9 million will be collected in
taxes. Of the total spending plan,
$2.9 million is for debt service. Total
spending is up $1.5 million over last
year and $4.5 million over the 2009-
2010 school year spending plan.

According to a copy of tonight’s
agenda, of the total spending, $87.4
million is for the 2011-2012 opera-
tional budget, an increase of $1.6
million over last year.

Of the total amount to be raised in
taxes, $83.4 million would be put be-
fore voters at the school board election
on Wednesday, April 27, an increase of
$3.2 million over last year. Westfield’s
state aid jumped $845,448 to $1.3 mil-
lion this year after the district’s aid
plummeted $4.2 million in 2010.

The district is anticipating student
enrollment of 6,330 students for the
upcoming school year.

On Thursday the board will vote on
a resolution to approve a $352,118
waiver of the mandated 2-percent
cap on tax levy increases for increased
costs in health benefits, according to
the agenda.


