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344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Vintage Jewelry Sale

from the private collection of 

  2-time Tony Award Winner

Christine Ebersole

Friday July 8th    6 - 8 pm

Meet Christine and hear her first-hand stories of how she 

came to acquire each of these unique pieces.

Includes pieces worn on Stage, and in TV, Movies & Concerts.

"It's very difficult to keep the line between the past and the present"

Little Edie Beale - Grey Gardens

The Farmhouse Store
221 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ  908-654-0444

Westfield Art Association Hosts
Sidewalk Show and Sale

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It was on, and then
it was off, then it was on again.

When it looked certain that the
weather would cooperate, about ten
members of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) headed downtown on
Saturday and set up their artwork
along East Broad and Elm Streets.

The WAA Sidewalk Show and Sale
is a yearly tradition that dates back to
the late 1990s when the organization
used to hold its event in Mindowaskin
Park.

“We left the park mainly because
of the geese,” explained WAA Presi-
dent Brooke Gardiner, who added
that over the years, the move to down-
town Westfield has proven to be a
good one, as it has allowed the artists
better exposure.

Overall, it is a win-win situation
for all. The artists get to show and sell
their work, the event draws more
people to Westfield, and local busi-
nesses and restaurants benefit from
the increased number of visitors to
the downtown area.

“The Chamber of Commerce and
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, as well as the town, have sup-
ported these efforts” said Mr.
Gardiner.

Long time WAA member and
former officer, Barbara Zietchick, a
printer and printmaker, traveled from
New Hope, Pa. to participate in this
year’s show.

“It’s great to be back in town again.
I’m connecting with many old
friends,” she said.

Edmund Spiro, of East Brunswick,
also a long time WAA member, is an
award-winning sculptor who has been

creating objects out of metal and wood
for over 25 years.

His table of playfully sculpted crea-
tures and objects enjoyed a constant
stream of spectators.

“I try to capture the meaningful
and the whimsical at the same time.
There is no sadness in my images,”
Mr. Spiro told The Westfield Leader
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

“Sometimes I use rusty metal. It all
depends on my artistic inclination,”
he said.

Westfield artist, Linnea Rhodes,
set up a display of watercolored pen
and ink sketches and note cards on a
shady corner on the south side of East
Broad Street.

 Most of Ms. Rhodes’ work depicts
Westfield scenes.

“The foot traffic on a pleasant June
Saturday in downtown Westfield is
great,” she said.

“Since I am showing mainly
Westfield images I am having a very
good day. Many thanks to the WAA
for the great opportunity,” she added.

Sculptor and Westfield resident,
Eugene Prial, a recent Honorable
Mention winner at the Union County
Senior Art Show, displayed his sculp-
ture and pottery.

“I enjoy working in both clay and
stone and the ability they give me to
move from traditional to abstract,”
said the retired management consult-
ant, who cited the iconic Gladys
Reimers for teaching him all he knows
about both media.

Mr. Prial sold a piece of sculpture
soon after setting up. “I kind of miss
it already,” he said. “[The art] be-
comes like my babies.

The WAA began 89 years ago to

‘Thunder of Captains’ Offers Glimpse into
Personal Life of British General

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Former Fanwood
resident, Dan Lynch,  recently re-
leased his 11th book entitled “The
Thunder of Captains,” a historical
novel about the 1777 Battle of
Saratoga.

Unlike most battle victories, which
hinge on the military strategy and
competence of those in command,
the Battle of Saratoga was influenced
mainly by the romantic passions of
British Major General John Burgoyne
and his lady-love, a woman whose
name has not been recorded in his-
tory, and whom Mr. Lynch calls
Babette LeDoux.

Although a work of fiction, “The
Thunder of Captains” closely fol-
lows the events of the battle; every
scene in the book actually occurred,
and every character truly existed.

Mr. Lynch brings these long –gone
souls to life in a manner that does
justice to their contribution to his-
tory.

“I could have written the book as
nonfiction, but I felt that the true
drama wouldn’t come through unless
I could include conversations that
must have taken place, but which
were never recorded,” Mr. Lynch told

The Westfield Leader and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

“Much of the book’s dialogue is
taken right from the historical record,
but much of it also was created in the
narrative on the basis of my judgment
of what these people must have said
to one another in unrecorded conver-
sations,” he continued.

History has shown the Battle of
Saratoga to be the most crucial con-
frontation of the American Revolu-
tion. Some historians even go so far
as calling it the most consequential
battle ever fought on North American
soil.

It is with these accolades in mind
that Mr. Lynch presents Burgoyne,
and Colonial Generals Philip
Schuyler, Horatio Gates and Benedict
Arnold. Benjamin Franklin also has a
role in the novel.

Mostly, however, the book details
the extent to which the battle’s out-
come revolved around Burgoyne’s
romance with Babette LeDoux.

“Once I discovered the true story
of the battle…the more I was con-
vinced that people should know the
story,” said Mr. Lynch.

In the novel, the recently widowed
Burgoyne intended to bring Babette
back to England with him after the

war, but first he needed to teach her
the intricacies of her soon-to-be in-
creased social status.

The ensuing entertaining and par-
tying that Burgoyne orchestrated on
the road from Champlain had him
arriving in Saratoga two months later
than expected.

Historians put great emphasis on
his lateness as being one of the major
reasons why the British lost the Battle
of Saratoga.

It is a point of view that Mr. Lynch
heartily agrees with and emphasizes
in “The Thunder of Captains.”

“My own feeling about the battle is
that it’s a testament to human frailty
and the power of human passion.
What happened there happened
largely because Burgoyne was madly
in love with a woman and made some
flawed judgments based mainly on
those feelings,” commented Mr.
Lynch.

“It’s ironic – although completely
true – that the outcome of this battle,
which made possible the birth of this
nation, was determined largely be-
cause of a torrid love affair,” he con-
tinued.

The author, who now lives 25 miles
south of Saratoga in Albany, N.Y.,

 4th of July Celebrations and Fireworks
Thursday, June 30

Westfield
The Sons of the American Revo-

lution (SAR), West Fields Chapter,
along with the Westfield Commu-
nity Band, will participate in the
annual Independence Day Celebra-
tion and Band Concert tonight be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. at the
Mindowaskin Park Gazebo.

As in prior years, the program will
feature the West Fields SAR Color
Guard, who will present the Colors,
and the Daughters of the American
Revolution, who will lead the Pledge
of Allegiance. The concert will fea-
ture traditional and popular works
from American history, as well as the
Broadway stage.

As is a long tradition in Westfield,
intermission will be highlighted by
Westfield’s Town Crier as he shares
local news stories with attendees. An
Independence Day address will also
be included.

Friday, July 1
Plainfield

The city’s fireworks display will
be held beginning at 9:30 p.m. at
Cedarbrook Park.

Saturday, July 2
Plainfield

Plainfield’s 88th annual Indepen-
dence Day Parade will take place
beginning at 10 a.m. on East Front
Street.

Sunday, July 3
New Providence

The borough’s Independence Day
celebration will be held in down-
town New Providence. DJ Mike
Savage will provide entertainment
from his perch on the NP Fuel “Jets”
Truck. Two special children’s per-

formers will provide a “Kids’ Patriotic
Concert” starting at 8 p.m., with fire-
works capping the day at 9:30 p.m.

South Street will be closed from
Gales Drive to Springfield Avenue
for people to enjoy the festival.

Monday, July 4
Clark

Clark Township will hold its annual
Independence Day fireworks show at
dusk (approximately 8:30 p.m.) at the
Arthur L. Johnson field. Rain date
Tuesday, July 5.

Cranford
Cranford’s Independence Day fes-

tivities will begin at 8 a.m. with the
long-time tradition of canoe races,
sponsored by the Cranford Canoe
Club, followed by the Cranford Jay-
cees’ 32nd annual Firecracker road
races. The 1-Mile Family Fun Run
starts at 9 a.m. followed by the Fire-
cracker 4-Miler at 9:30 a.m.

The daylong family fun also in-
cludes bicycle decorating at 1:30 p.m.,
an egg toss at 2 p.m., and races at  at
2:30 p.m. Rides, games and food will
be offered from 2 to 9 p.m., all at
Nomahegan Park. The festivities will
be highlighted by a fireworks display
in the evening also at Nomahegan
Park. The rain date for the fireworks
only is Tuesday, July 5.

Summit
The city’s 64th annual Fourth of

July celebration will be held at Sol-
diers Memorial Field on Ashland

Road beginning with a Flag Rais-
ing Ceremony at 9:45 a.m. with
representatives of Summit Area
veterans organizations.  A childrens’
decorated Bicycle Parade begins at
10 a.m., followed by a celebration
including a children’s concert fea-
turing Polka Dot, novelty rides, po-
nies, crafts, games of chance and
carnival attractions also included.
An 11:30 a.m. concert will feature
The Kootz.

The celebration concludes with
The Cameos in concert at 7:45 p.m.
and a fireworks display at 9:15 p.m.
over Memorial Field. Rain date is
next clear night.

Springfield
The township’s festivities will be

held at Meisel Avenue Park with
gates opening at 5 p.m. Food, drinks,
rides and games will be featured.

A 7:30 p.m. concert will feature
1910 Fruitgum Co. and The Toys,
with Barbara Harris. A fireworks
display will follow. A $5 donation
is requested. In case of rain, the
day’s events will be held on the next
clear night.

Union
The township’s Fourth of July

celebration will feature the fourth
annual Union Soap Box Derby at
10 a.m. on Stuyvesant Avenue, be-
tween Mountainview Avenue and
Tyler Street. Evening activities will
begin at 7:30 p.m. at Biertuempfel
Park with a concert featuring The
Bronx Wanderers at 9 p.m. followed
by fireworks.

Elizabeth
The city’s fireworks display will

begin at 8:45 p.m. at Veterans Me-
morial Waterfront Park.

Westfield Community Band to Perform
Songs from Show Boat on July 7

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under the
direction of Thomas Connors, con-
tinues it’s 99th season of summer
concerts in Mindowaskin Park on
Thursday, July 7, at 7:30 p.m.

One of the oldest community bands
in the country, the Westfield Com-
munity Band will perform an array
of original works this summer. These
include orchestral transcriptions,
popular works, songs of the American
Musical Theater, along with marches
from around the world.

A highlight for the evening includes
highlights from Show Boat, commonly
considered the cornerstone work of
the modern American musical the-
atre. Memorable songs from this work
include “Can’t Help Lovin Dat Man”
and “Old Man River”.

A second feature for the evening
includes a “Salute to Spike Jones”.
“Spike” Jones was a popular musician
and bandleader, specializing in per-
forming satirical arrangements of
popular songs. Ballads and classical
works receiving the “Jones” treat-

ment would be
p u n c t u a t e d
with gunshots,
w h i s t l e s ,
cowbells and
outlandish vo-
cals.

Additional
selections for
the evening
include a
“Medley from
Miss Saigon,”
“Second Suite
for Military
Band in F”,
and “Children’s
March”.

The Westfield Community Band will
conclude its summer concert series on
Thursday, July 14. All concerts are held
in Mindowaskin Park, located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street. The event is
free to the public; audience mem-
bers are encouraged to bring blan-
kets or chairs. In the event of in-
clement weather, the concert will be

stimulate interest in the arts. The or-
ganization holds monthly meetings
that include a demonstration by a
professional artist.

WAA is on hiatus for the summer
and will resume in September. A
Members Show is scheduled for No-
vember 19.

For more information, or if you are
interested in joining the WAA, log
onto www.westfieldartassoc.org.
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held in the Westfield Community
Room in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director.

For further information, please
contact (908) 789-4080 or visit
WestfieldCommunityBand.com.

Westfield Community Band  — French Horns

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECYCLED ART…Artist Edmund Spiro’s art sculptures were on display at the
Westfield Art Association’s Sidewalk Show and Sale held June 25.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The
Times

PICTURE PERFECT…On Saturday,
local residents strolling downtown
Westfield admired the artwork dis-
played by members of the Westfield
Art Association during the
organization’s annual Sidewalk Show
and Sale.

An Invitation
To Share Your

Vacation
The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invites readers to share their
vacation stories and photos
with us.

Let us know where you went,
where you stayed, what you
saw, what you liked, or didn’t
like about it. Feel free to in-
clude photos.

We will publish your vaca-
tion adventures in an upcom-
ing edition of our newspaper.

Send submissions to Betsey
Burgdorf at ae@goleader.com.


