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™

‘X-Men: First Class’
More Like a Close Second

2 and1/2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

When I was young, a look back at
how one of my superheroes began his
life of noble and illustrious deeds al-
ways tickled my fancy. But, as “X-
Men” is not among those comic books
I read under bedcovers via flashlight
late into the night and, alas, I have now
reached the age of majority, “X-Men:
First Class” holds no special place in
my heart.

Still, judging director Matthew
Vaughn’s action-filled back-story solely
on its individual merits, sans the devo-
tional baggage of a card-carrying en-
thusiast, well, it’s not half bad. Never-
theless, while agreeably acted and as-
tutely filmed, it doesn’t veer very far
from the typical template of its genre.
Future archeologists will label it Big
Summer Film 2011-4.

But while I view this from the per-
spective of the Great Unwashed, as
equipped to discern its historical accu-
racy as I am likely to hear a silent dog
whistle, a steady stream of witty refer-
ences and paeans to the franchise should
win fan approval. Whether all the mi-
nutiae and canonical postulations are
there, I respectfully leave to their
Sanhedrin.

Insofar as its role as a sci-fi piece is
concerned, it smartly does what’s ex-
pected. That is, tell the truth. Let’s face
it. The real truth is in fiction, between
the lines, uncompromised by interests
that make it harder and harder to get the
real skinny on things, especially if
money is at stake. Science fiction is
storytelling’s philosophical, moral-
spouting cousin.

The lesson taught in this recollection
of how the league of human mutants
known as X-Men came to be is nothing
less than tolerance. Act 1 Scene 1, we
are transported to what surely must be
an example of the least merciful venue
of all time. In Auschwitz, Eric
Lehnsherr, a Jewish teenager, captures
the interest of Dr. Schmidt.

Violently torn from his parents dur-
ing initial incarceration in the Polish
death camp, young Lehnsherr displays
his ability to act as a human magnet,
invisibly tugging at the gates that di-
vide his family. Embodying the mad-
ness of genetic experimentation, Dr.
Schmidt figures he can tap into the
phenomenon and, of course, rule the
world.

Meanwhile, in peaceful contrast to
that evil, the camera pans to a pastoral,
castle-like estate in Westchester, New
York. There, fortunate and telepathi-
cally privileged, James McAvoy’s
Charles Xavier meets Raven (Jennifer
Lawrence), the female mutant who will
become his Platonic soul mate, also to
be referred to as Mystique.

Fast forward and Kevin Bacon’s Dr.
Schmidt, ever young looking thanks to
mutant gene inspiration and now known
as Sebastian Shaw, is instigating inter-
national bad vibes that will ultimately
foment the Cuban missile crisis. This
megalomania isn’t lost on Erik (Michael
Fassbender) who, with Nazi hunter zeal,
travels to Argentina to settle a score.

Skip a beat or two and certain parties
within the CIA are in on the scene,
figuring how they can harness this new
power to work on their behalf. Natu-
rally, not everyone is in concert on the
potential, albeit convincingly promoted
by Oliver Platt’s glibly portrayed in-

sider known simply as Man in Black
Suit. Merely magic tricks, cry the
naysayers.

Even so, the mysterious operative
invites Erik and Charles to his Virginia
installation in a sort of hip variation on
the Manhattan Project. There, they meet
boy genius/jet plane designer Hank
McCoy (Nicholas Hoult) who, unbe-
knownst to the CIA, just happens to be
a fellow mutant. They have the begin-
nings of a team, and set out to recruit
others.

Now bear in mind, if you’re going to
truly imbibe this stuff, every mutant
has a specific super attribute and some
are given two names. Among those
gathered at the secret compound, for
example, Armando Muñoz (Edi
Gathegi), also known as Darwin, can
adapt to any environment. Dig it when
he sticks his head in an aquarium and
grows gills.

Others drawn to campus are, Sean
Cassidy/Banshee (Caleb Landry Jones),
who screams supersonically (don’t want
your kid emulating him); Alex Sum-
mers/Havok (Lucas Till) grows plasma
rings from his body; and Angel
Salvadore (Zoë Kravitz), previously an
exotic dancer, sprouts wings and spits
acid. Boy, wonder who inspired her
character.

Unfortunately, these neophytes
quickly show that they aren’t quite
ready for prime time heroics. And it
couldn’t come at a less opportune time
as the components that make for sum-
mer blockbuster success kick in here
like gangbusters. This means endless
battles, lots of loud music, special ef-
fects and whatever else it takes to ob-
scure sensible thought.

Happily, the basic ethos survives the
perfunctory cataclysms well enough to
explain the eventual rift among X-Men
and lay the foundation for events to
follow in films we’ve already seen.
Thus, in addition to pleasing adherents,
“X-Men: First Class” also serves as an
introductory course for daring viewers
curious to learn what all the shouting is
about.

…
 “X-Men: First Class,” rated PG-13,

is a Twentieth Century Fox Film Cor-
poration release directed by Matthew
Vaughn and stars James McAvoy,
Michael Fassbender and Jennifer
Lawrence. Running time: 132 minutes

Teen Arts Exhibit on
Display at Cranford Library
CRANFORD – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to announce the 2011 Teen
Arts Traveling Exhibit is on display
at Cranford Public Library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue in Cranford. The
artwork will be on display through
July 28 during regular library hours.

The exhibit consists of 53 pieces-
of-art selected from more than 700
visual art works shown at the 2011
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College in
Cranford. The annual event is admin-
istered by the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-

fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth
07202; telephone (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay service users should call
711 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Local students’ artwork included
in the exhibit are: Clark - Mother
Seton RHS Victoria Marples;
Cranford - Cranford High School,
Shannon Daly and Gina DeCagna
Hillside Avenue School Allison
Curley; Orange Avenue School, Louis
Capucci; St. Michael School, Kyle
Borokowski. Mountainside -
Deerfield Middle School, Bea
Collins. Scotch Plains - Union County
Vocational Technical School, Camillo
Castillo and LaJuan Miller. Westfield
- Edison Intermediate School, Catlin
Collins; Roosevelt Intermediate
School, Kevin Miller and Alyson
Palia.

The Next Stars Shine in
NJYT’s Kiss Me, Kate

NEWARK – Talented high school
and college-age actors and musicians
from across New Jersey will breathe
new life into Cole Porter’s Tony-
award winning musical comedy Kiss
Me, Kate this July, this summer’s
annual musical collaboration between
the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC) and the New Jersey Youth
Theatre (NJYT).

Kiss Me, Kate takes NJPAC’s
Victoria Theater stage July 15-16 at
7:30 p.m.; July 17 at 2 p.m.; July 20
at 12:30 p.m.; July 21 at 12:30 and
7:30 p.m.; July 22-23 at 7:30 p.m.
and July 24 at 2 p.m. Tickets range
from $20-$30 and are available by
telephone at 1-888-GO-NJPAC (1-
888-466-5722), at the NJPAC Box
Office at One Center Street in down-
town Newark, or by visiting the
www.njpac.org.

Kiss Me, Kate combines Cole
Porter’s music and lyrics with
Shakespeare’s comedy, The Taming

of the Shrew. The show proved to be
Porter’s biggest hit, running for more
than 1,000 performances on Broad-
way and winning the first Tony Award
for Best Musical in 1949. The show is
a “play within-a-play,” and each cast
member’s onstage life is complicated
by what is happening offstage. The
score features classic Porter tunes
like “Too Darn Hot,” “Another
Op’nin,’ Another Show,” “So in
Love,” and “Always True to You (in
my Fashion).”

The NJPAC/NJYT production of
Kiss Me, Kate features a multi-cul-
tural cast of 29 highly-trained New
Jersey actors and 26 orchestra musi-
cians from Bergen County in the north
to Gloucester County in the south.
The program prepares aspiring per-
formers and technicians for the pro-
fessional theater. Sets, props and
wardrobe operations will be in the
hands of professionals assisted by
technical interns in each area.

Premiere Stages to Produce
Follow Me to Nellie’s

UNION – Premiere Stages, cel-
ebrating its seventh year as the pro-
fessional theatre in residence at
Kean University, announces the pre-
miere of Follow Me to Nellie’s, by
Dominique Morisseau.

In Follow Me to Nellie’s, we head
down the road to the infamous Nellie
Jackson’s, where a hopeless blues
singer is looking for a way out, a
brave freedom fighter is looking
for a way in, and a house of down-
trodden women are looking for a
new day. In 1955 Mississippi, dur-
ing the reign of segregation, the
price of attaining their dreams may
cost them everything they have.

The play opens Thursday, July
14, in the Zella Fry Theatre and
continues through Sunday, July 31.
The exceptional cast features veter-
ans of Broadway, off-Broadway,
television and film, including Lynda
Gravatt in the title role.

The production will include an
interactive lobby display and pa-
trons will have the opportunity to
register to vote at all performances.

Follow Me to Nellie’s is the win-
ner of the 2011 Premiere Stages
Play Festival and was selected from
more than 300 submissions. The
Festival features “a uniquely accel-
erated process” in which the
region’s most promising new plays
are developed and fully produced
within a year of submission. Play-
wrights are also afforded the op-
portunity to retain the coveted
“world premiere” brand.

Standard tickets are $25 with spe-
cial rates for seniors, students, Kean
alumni, groups and patrons with
disabilities. The Premiere Package
(a new subscription series) saves
patrons up to $30 and includes dis-

counts on restaurants and free ad-
mission to staged readings and other
special events. For reservations
(highly recommended) or to receive
a brochure, please call the Kean
University Box Office at (908)-737-
SHOW (7469), or visit Premiere
Stages online at www.kean.edu/
premierestages

 All performances take place on
the Kean University campus, lo-
cated at 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union, in Kean University’s Zella
Fry Theatre in the Vaughn Eames
Building. Saturday and Sunday
matinee performances begin at 3
p.m.; Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day evening performances begin at
8 p.m.

Premiere Stages offers affordable
prices, air-conditioned facilities and
free parking close to the theatres.
Premiere Stages provides dis-
counted tickets to patrons with dis-
abilities and provides facilities that
are fully accessible. Please call for
a list of sign-interpreted, audio-de-
scribed or open-captioned perfor-
mances. Assistive listening devices
and large print programs are avail-
able upon request. Publications are
available with advanced notice in
alternate formats.

Premiere Stages is made possible
in part through funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation, The Provident Bank Foun-
dation, The New Jersey Theatre Al-
liance and through the generous
support of individual patrons.

For information about special
events, please call Clare Drobot at
(908)-737-4092. For group and din-
ner theatre packages, call Paul
Whelihan at (908)-737-4077.

VACNJ Invites All to Work
On Artistic Side this Summer

SUMMIT - The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey will offer over 20
classes for adults this summer. Among
the featured courses: The Principles
of Painting; Introduction to Digital
Photography; and Jewelry, where stu-
dents learn basic metalworking to
create a pin, pendant or belt buckle.

For those wanting to work with
wax, oil pastels, handmade papers
and other items, Mixed Media and
Collage enables students to experi-
ment with different materials and
techniques. To add more spontaneity
to your paintings, Make Every Stroke
Count! teaches strategies to improve
technique and expression.

A variety of 1-day workshops will
also be offered, including: Chinese
Brush Painting, A Day at the Beach:
Painting Seascapes, and Mosaics.
Classes and workshops begin July
18.

There is still time to register for
summer art camp. This year the Kids
Art Camp is now open to children
ages 5-12. Teen Art Camp is for ages
13-15 and led by instructors experi-
enced working with young people.

Both Kids and Teen Art Camps run in
1-week sessions from 10 am-3 pm
for 8 weeks, beginning July 5 and
ending August 26. Since a different
program is offered each week, par-
ents may register their children for as
many weeks as they wish.

For children unable to attend the
weekday camp, a Summer Saturday
Art Camp for ages 6-9 will be offered
July 9 through August 27 from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Teens may also partici-
pate in Portfolio Development Inten-
sive, a four-week program for stu-
dents ages 16-18 who wish to de-
velop their entrance portfolios for
submission to fine arts colleges. Be-
ginning July 11 and ending August 5,
this program is based on the curricu-
lums and portfolio requirements of
the leading fine arts schools.

Register online or in person for the
Art Center’s 2011 Summer Art Camp
and Programs at
www.artcenternj.org; by phone (908)
273-9121 or fax (908) 273-1457; in
person at the front desk, kiosk, or
registrar; or mail registration form to
68 Elm Street, Summit, 07901.

WF Comm. Band Concludes
Summer Season July 14

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Concert Band will con-
clude it’s 99th season of summer
concerts in Mindowaskin Park on
Thursday, July 14, at 7:30 p.m. Un-
der the direction of Dr. Thomas
Connors, the evening’s concert fea-
tures Charles F. Bumcrot as guest
soloist on “From the Shores of the
Mighty Pacific,” by Herbert L.
Clarke. Mr. Bumcrot is principal/
solo trumpet with the New Haven,
Conn. based Orchestra New En-
gland and can be heard with the
American Symphony Orchestra,
Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestral,
and Brooklyn Philharmonic, along
with Broadway credits including
Phantom of the Opera, Les
Miserables, CATS, and Blood Broth-
ers, among others. He is a faculty
member and Concert Artist in Trum-
pet at the Kean Conservatory of
Music at Kean University and a
visiting specialist in Trump at The
John J. Cali School of Music at
Montclair State University.

Additional selections for the
evening include “Gazebo Portraits,”
“Bernstein Tribute,” “March from
‘1941’” and “Selections from Les
Miserables.”

As the band begins preparations
for its historic 100th concert sea-
son, it encourages interested musi-
cians to contact the band regarding
potential openings by contacting
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

All concerts are held in
Mindowaskin Park, located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building

did considerable research at the site
of the battle, walking the places
where the events occurred and imag-
ining himself on the scene as devel-
opments unfolded.

He also read many books on the
topic, including biographies of
Franklin and Arnold, and he visited
the mansion of Philip Schuyler,
which is now a New York state park.

“Off and on, I researched the book
in my spare time for about a de-
cade,” he explained.

Mr. Lynch is a former managing
editor for the Times Union newspa-
per, and he is the current talk show
host on Albany’s WGDA a.m. 1300
radio.

“The Thunder of Captains” is
published by Three Lakes Publish-
ing in Clifton Park, N.Y. To order a
copy of the book visit
www.forpeoplewhothink.com.

at 425 East Broad St. in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; au-
dience members are encouraged to
bring blankets or chairs. In the event
of inclement weather, the concert
will be held in the Westfield Com-
munity Room in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building.

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department,
Bruce Kaufmann, Director.

For further information, please
contact (908) 789-4080 or go to the
band’s website at
WestfieldCommunityBand.com.

Charles F. Bumcrot

Dietterick Joins Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter Music Studio

WESTFIELD — Wayne Dietterick
joins the well-known piano studio in
the Westfield area with a
background of 40 years ex-
perience teaching piano and
organ. Moreover, he is an
accomplished composer of
170 sacred works, for choirs,
organ and piano. For as many
years, he’s been a profes-
sional church organist, cho-
ral director and vocal trainer
of children, teenagers and
adults.

A cum laude graduate from
Susquehanna University with a de-
gree in Music Education and study-
ing extensively at Julliard, Wayne
has also devoted many years in mar-

keting and communications.
“He is a perfect match for the rest

of us on the staff who have
100+ years of dedication to
our continuing enterprise,”
Carolyn Klinger-Kueter
adds. “I’m pleased that he
fits right in, and is eager to
use his knowledge in so many
facets of teaching: especially
when it comes to digital re-
cording in our newly
equipped work space for just
that purpose.”

To learn more, please visit the
Carolynmusic.com website.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Wayne Dietterick

Triskelion Theatre Company
Benefit Deemed a Success

SCOTCH PLAINS - A benefit was
held for Triskelion, a new theatre com-
pany in Scotch Plains, at All Saints’
Church on Saturday, June 18. A live
band with Scotch Plains/Fanwood
musicians Craig Kiell. Tommy
Lepano, John Besser and Dan Wasik
performed as “The Wandering
Scotchwoods.”

Hors d’oeuvres were provided by
Liz Trimpin of Fanwood. Scotch Plains
and Fanwood businesses including The
Stage House Tavern and Fabio’s Bis-
tro, as well as Tarantella’s Ristorante
of Clark and Peterson’s Liquors of
Westfield donated to the silent auc-
tion.

The benefit was the inaugural kick
off for Triskelion, Scotch Plains’ new
theatre company. Triskelion is a not-
for-profit theatre company offering
adult, as well as children’s produc-
tions and programs to our community

and the surrounding communities.
A triskelion is a Celtic symbol mean-

ing unity. It is the mission of the the-
ater company to bring theatre to the
community in a means that makes it
accessible to people of all ages; bridg-
ing cultural, age, and ethnic gaps to
create unity among our community.

Upcoming events include a mur-
der mystery dinner theatre produc-
tion in October and A Christmas Carol
in late November. An improv group
featuring local performers is also
planned.

This is the evolution of A Mix
Productions, which brought Fancy
Footwork to Scotch Plains last May.

Triskelion’s artistic director is Ri-
chard Johnson. Donations may be
made to Triskelion, P.O. Box 215,
Fanwood, NJ 07023.

For more information call (908)
256-5704.

Photo courtesy of Katrina Macht
LOCAL TALENT…The Wandering Scotchwoods performed at a benefit for
Triskelion, held at All Saints’ Church on June 18. Pictured, left to right, are: Dan
Wasik, Tommy Lepano, Craig Kiell and John Besser, all Scotch Plains/Fanwood
residents.
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KISS ME…In NJYT’s production of Kiss Me, Kate, Adam Biner portrays both
Bill Calhoun and Lucentio, and Erica Morreale will portray Lois Lane and
Bianca.


