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Cranford/Garwood News

Azure Chapter 87 Reveals
2011-2012 Slate of Officers

CRANFORD – Azure Chapter 87,
Order of the Eastern Star, began its
2011-2012 year in April with a new
slate of officers. Elected officers in-
clude Marie J. Donnelly, Worthy
Matron; Philip A. Donnelly, Worthy
Patron; Cheryl Vroom, Associate
Matron; Kathy Anderson, Conduc-
tress; Debra Persing, Associate Con-
ductress; Marion Puglisi, Secretary,
and Hettie McKinney, Treasurer.

In addition, the following are the
appointed officers for the ensuing
year: Susan Forster, Kathy Melnick,
Patricia Ledger, Judith Burlew,
Patricia Zatko, Judy Gay, Dorothy
Johnson, Norman Persing, Terry
Zahorchak, Ruth Mega, Genevieve
Yachnik, Carol MacFadyen and John
Dziedzic.

The Order of the Eastern Star, open

to men and women, is one of the
largest fraternal organizations in the
world. The Eastern Star is a chari-
table and educational association that
provides support to both members
and non-members.

The Star Chapter in Cranford is
located at the AzureMasada Masonic
Lodge and has more than 100 mem-
bers. It sponsors various fund-raising
events to support its multiple chari-
table projects, including its Eastern
Star Home in Bridgewater.

The chapter meets the first and third
Fridays of each month at the Masonic
Lodge at 478 South Avenue in
Cranford. For more information about
the Order of the Eastern Star and mem-
bership, contact Marie Donnelly, Wor-
thy Matron, at (908) 789-0813 or
oesazure87@comcast.net.

Christina M. Hinke  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIELD OF DREAMS...Architectural plans for the athletic field complex were
presented by architect Noel Musial of The Musial Group to the Borough of
Garwood council on June 14. The plans have also submitted to state the state’s
Green Acres Office.

Petruzzelli, Todisco Kick
Off Campaign on Garwood
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Democratic Party has announced the
2011 campaign of Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli and Councilwoman Sara
Todisco for Garwood Council. The
following is their statement:

“Councilman Petruzzelli has re-
sided in Garwood for the past 18
years with his wife Jacqueline and
three children. Seeking his second
term on council, Petruzzelli has
served as fire commissioner, Athletic
Field Complex Project representa-
tive, and Library Board representa-
tive, just to name a few. President and

owner of Accent Electric Corpora-
tion for the last 21 years, Mr.
Petruzzelli understands the role of a
hard-working and fiscally responsible
leader as well as team player.
Petruzzelli has also demonstrated
commitment to the community with
service to the PTA, Garwood Base-
ball League, and Clark Pop Warner
Football.

“Sara Todisco, a lifelong, fourth-
generation Garwood resident, is an
energetic and passionate newcomer
who was appointed in May to fill the
council’s vacant seat. A graduate of
Garwood Public Schools and Arthur
L. Johnson High School, Ms. Todisco
is dedicated to serving in the best
interest of Garwood’s families. She
is no stranger to public service, hav-
ing volunteered her time to the Rec-
reation Committee, Lion’s Club, and
Garwood Baseball League. Mr.
Todisco, who graduated Summa cum
Laude from Northeastern University
with a history degree and minors in
education and business, is now a New
Jersey certified K-12 teacher. She is a
quick study looking forward to pro-
viding fresh perspectives on commu-
nity affairs.

“Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Todisco
will soon be walking door-to-door to
meet with each and every Garwood
resident. This presents a unique op-
portunity to meet the candidates one-
on-one and discuss matters that are
important to you. As Election Day
draws closer, the Election Commit-
tee is committed to providing
Garwood citizens with informative
and accurate information about the
candidates and their platform for
Garwood’s future.”

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLOODING…Cranford officials discussed flooding and stormwater issues last
week. The group included: Andre Chauncey, Rifat Selim, Alek Petersen, Alicia
Gould and Jodi McDonald of the Army Corps of Engineers along with Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenback.

Students Graduate
From Newmark

CARTERET – The following local
students graduated from Newmark
High School on June 16: Jeremy
Graffox of Scotch Plains and Shelby
Rader of Cranford.

Graduation at Newmark is the cul-
mination of a highly-structured aca-
demic program and responsible so-
cial decision-making and problem-
solving curriculum. All students par-
ticipate in the Transition Program, a
four-year process concluding in the
senior year with a paid community-
based work experience with a profes-
sional job coach.

Rider University
Announces Graduates
LAWRENCEVILLE — Rider Uni-

versity celebrated its 146th Com-
mencement with more than 1,600
undergraduate degrees and graduate
degrees awarded.

Area degree recipients included:
Kevin Rumzie, of Cranford, who re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration degree in Ac-
counting.

Lincoln School, Garwood
4th Marking Period

Honor Society
Grade 5

James Duffey, Grace Duffy, Jes-
sica Knowles, Emma Knutson,
Alyssa Matos, Niko Nordstrom,
Casey Pender, Samantha Perednia,
Eric Sinnicke

Grade 6
Elizabeth Archer, Eric Carlson,

Martin Herman, Kayleigh Pender,
Zachary Sluka, Sean Stouffer, Larissa
Vena

Grade 7
Kimberly Knowles, Gabriella

Sluka
Grade 8

Monica Archer, Meagan Beriont,
Alyssa Beyer, Dayna Gallucci,
Katarina Hermanova, Brian Maher

Honor Roll
Grade 5

Colin Baker, Brendan Beriont,
Carrie Bree, Victor DeFilippo,

Branodn Domingues, Jessie Fried-
man, Diego Garcia, Laura Heath,
Andrew Kuhtik, Kyra McDevitt, Tho-
mas McMahon, Emma Mehalick,
Anthony Petruzelli, Ross Wildes

Grade 6
Rosario Guerriero, Skyler

Montagne, Daniella Pacella, Chris-
topher Lipari Pazienza, Alison Price,
Jake Siranides, Ana Zeron

Grade 7
Michael Banek, Samantha Barbey,

Sean Baron, Joseph Brecht, Rose
Caffrey, Jacqueline DeFilippo, Mat-
thew Englese, Mary Heath, Racheal
Johnson, Karina Joyner, Nathan
Kramer, Emma Neuberger, Luke Pak,
Andrew Resetar, Michael Woitkowski

Grade 8
Mark Barranger, Amanda Brown,

Jake Burkert, Harry Cancel, Danny
Courtney, Cassidy Deegan, Nora
Duffy, Ricardo Hidalgo, Salma
Mahmoud, Joseph Matlosz, Ian
McGuire, Toniann Pallone, Vanessa
Rosky, Zachary Simanski, Christina
Tempio, Scott Tombs, Caitlin
Twaddle.

Lions Club Posts
2011-2012 Officers

GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-
ons Club has announced the election
of new officers for the 2011-2012
club year. The officers will assume
their new duties commencing Fri-
day, July 1. They are as follows:

President, Patricia Quattrocchi;
First Vice-President, Georgia
MacIndoe; Second Vice-President,
Peggy Briggs; Recording Secretary,
Mary Emmons; Corresponding Sec-
retary, Christine Guerriero; Trea-
surer, Jim Marano; Lion Tamer,
Theresa Quigley, and Tail Twister,
Sara Todisco.

Although the Lions are best known
for recycling eyeglasses, this inter-
national service organization also
sponsors the borough’s annual Hal-
loween parade and many youth ac-
tivities, as well as an annual picnic
for the Garwood senior citizens. To
learn more about Lionism and ob-
tain membership information, call
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Teen Arts Exhibit on
Display at Cranford Library
CRANFORD – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to announce the 2011 Teen
Arts Traveling Exhibit is on display
at Cranford Public Library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue in Cranford. The
artwork will be on display through
July 28 during regular library hours.

The exhibit consists of 53 pieces-
of-art selected from more than 700
visual art works shown at the 2011
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College in
Cranford. The annual event is admin-
istered by the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Union County
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-

fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth
07202; telephone (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay service users should call
711 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Local students’ artwork included
in the exhibit are: Clark - Mother
Seton RHS Victoria Marples;
Cranford - Cranford High School,
Shannon Daly and Gina DeCagna
Hillside Avenue School Allison
Curley; Orange Avenue School, Louis
Capucci; St. Michael School, Kyle
Borokowski. Mountainside -
Deerfield Middle School, Bea
Collins. Scotch Plains - Union County
Vocational Technical School, Camillo
Castillo and LaJuan Miller. Westfield
- Edison Intermediate School, Catlin
Collins; Roosevelt Intermediate
School, Kevin Miller and Alyson
Palia.

Local Students Earn Saint Michael’s
College Book Award for Achievement
COLCHESTER, Vt. - The follow-

ing local high school students were
awarded the 2011 Saint Michael’s
College Book Award for Academic
Achievement with a Social Con-
science: Maria Guarisco of Cranford,
a student at Cranford High School
and Thane Vonllbrecht of Cranford, a
student at Cranford High School.

The award recognizes students who
demonstrate a commitment to leader-
ship in volunteer service and aca-
demic achievement. Saint Michael’s,
located in Burlington, Vermont, one
of America’s top 10 college towns,
was founded on the belief that serv-
ing others is part of its Catholic tradi-
tion, and through the award seeks to
honor those who demonstrate the true
spirit of volunteerism.

Award recipients, named at schools
throughout the country, are high school

juniors who are inductees of the Na-
tional Honor Society or an equivalent
school-sponsored honors organization.
They must demonstrate a commit-
ment to service activities in high school
or community organizations, taking
leadership roles in these activities.

Villanova University
Announces  Graduates

VILLANOVA, Pa. — The follow-
ing local residents received under-
graduate degrees from Villanova Uni-
versity at the 2011 Commencement
Ceremony on May 15, in Villanova
Stadium: Caitlin Krenek of Cranford;
Daniel Kahaner of Westfield;
Meredith Kender of Westfield; Mary
Anna McCabe of Westfield; Julie
Shelman of Westfield; Caroline
Steller of Westfield.

Area Men to Cycle Across
Country For Sister Pat’s

AREA – Joe Batista of Cranford
and John Sowell of Irvington will
begin their “Cycle Across America”
July 17 to raise funds for Sister Pat’s
Kids Camp. The two riders will cycle
about 3,100 miles in 30 days as they
journey from Oceanside, Calif. to
Newark, N.J.

Sister Pat’s Kids Camp is a non-
profit organization that provides a
weeklong camping program for chil-
dren afflicted with cancer and other
related blood disorders. The camp is
open free of charge to children ages 6
to 14, of all races and religious affili-
ations. Sister Pat’s is sponsored by
the community of Saint Helen’s
Church in Westfield, where Mr.
Batista is a parishioner and member
of the adult choir.

Mr. Batista has been cycling since
he was 33 years old and helped found
the Cranford Bike Team about 20
years ago with Manny Lopez. At age
50, he found himself no longer enter-
ing races and needed a different kind
of challenge.

“When I heard about the appeal to
raise funds for Sister Pat’s Kids Camp,
I knew right there and then this [cy-
cling across the country] was what I
wanted to do, and now was the time,”
said Mr. Batista, now 61.

He met Mr. Sowell, 45, a while
back, but only got to know him upon
learning Mr. Sowell, too, wanted to
cycle cross-country. A member of the
Major Taylor Cycling Club of New
Jersey, Mr. Sowell has 24 years of
cycling experience. This ride will be
his third cycling road trip.

Training for the trip cross-country
began six weeks ago. Where the rid-

ers normally were clocking in 150 to
200 miles per week, they are now
riding 400 to 450 miles weekly. By
the time they depart for California on
July 10, they will be riding six days a
week and completing between 550
and 650 miles.

Currently, the plan is to begin the
ride in Oceanside, Calif. Mr. Batista
and Mr. Sowell will then ride an
average of 110 miles per day and
cross 12 states.

Mr. Batista’s wife, Rosalie, will drive
the support car alongside the riders for
the duration of the journey. Addition-
ally, Mr. Batista’s and Mr. Sowell’s
team members from the Cranford Bike
Team and Major Taylor Cycling Club
will join them on the road as they get
closer to the destination. “It will be
comforting to have our friends by our
side as we get into more familiar terri-
tory,” said Mr. Batista.

Anyone can help sponsor this cross-
country journey. Individuals may
sponsor a day for $10, a week for $70,
the whole month for $300 or be an
open sponsor for any amount in be-
tween. Mr. Batista and Mr. Sowell
are not accepting reimbursement for
any costs of the trip. One hundred
percent of the donations will benefit
Sister Pat’s Kids Camp.

Checks may be made payable to
Sister Pat’s Kids Camp, with Cycle
Across America clearly indicated in
the memo section. Checks should be
sent to: Victoria Isaacson, 350 West
43rd Street, Apt 34C, New York, N.Y.
10036. To learn how to donate online
or for more information, visit the
Fundraising Events page at
sisterpatskidscamp.org.

READY TO RIDE…Fellow cyclists Joe Batista, right, and John Sowell gear up
for a cross-country ride next month to benefit Sister Pat’s Kids Camp. Sponsored
by the Community of Saint Helen’s Church in Westfield, the camp serves
children with cancer and related blood disorders.

$31 Mil. Cranford Budget Passed,
Complies With State Oversight

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After a delay of
several weeks due to state overseers’
insistence on revisions, the township
committee on Tuesday gave final ap-
proval to the 2011 municipal budget,
which will be financed in part by a 2
percent increase in the municipal por-
tion of property tax bills.

By a 3-1 vote, with Republican
Commissioner Mark Dugan voting
no and fellow Republican David
Robinson absent, the committee
capped off what Deputy Mayor Kevin
Campbell termed a “long and ardu-
ous” budget process. It began last
winter when the council was faced
with a large deficit and the possibil-
ity, according to Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, that the township would
not be able to pay its bills. Other
factors included the “large number
of property-tax appeals, enormous
legal fees, purchasing property we
couldn’t afford and a lack of surplus
regeneration,” the mayor said before
Tuesday’s vote on the $31-million
budget.

The mayor reminded residents that
this year’s tax bills will include a
separate line item, along with the board
of education and the county and local
governments, for the library, as is now
required by the state. He stressed that
the tax levy for the library is “not a
new tax,” but merely reflects a man-
date separating out financing for the
library.

Admitting that the budget was “im-

perfect,” Mr. Campbell said, “There’s
no such thing as a perfect budget,”
adding that the committee’s goal was
to provide the “most amount of ser-
vices for the least amount of money.”

The vote had been delayed by a
month due to revisions that were re-
quired after state officials reviewed
the spending plan in May and disal-
lowed the way some budget provi-
sions were treated by municipal offi-
cials. The committee adopted several
amendments addressing those con-
cerns two weeks ago.

In other business, the committee
approved several parking ordinances.
One will prohibit parking on the en-
tire length of Yale Terrace between 9
a.m. and 7 p.m. during the week while
a companion ordinance will allow
residents on that street to park as long
as they have a township-issued per-
mit. Another ordinance prohibits park-
ing at all times on the south side of
Romore Place from Springfield Av-
enue to Park Drive and on the east side
from Romore Place to the dead end.
Parking will be allowed for two-hour
maximums on the north side between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and on the west side
of Romore from Romore Place to the
dead end.

Two other ordinances passed on
Tuesday will raise the fees charged
for memberships at the township pool
and the fees for fire inspections. The
committee also formally renewed li-
quor licenses for the next 12 months
for the various restaurants, retail stores
and private clubs in Cranford.

Underhill Is Garwood Police
Chief; Field Plans Accepted

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The state’s Green
Acres program has approved archi-
tectural plans for the borough’s ath-
letic field complex without changes,
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli reported
at Tuesday night’s borough council
meeting. “We’re on our way,” he said,
followed by clapping from the crowd.

The council unanimously ap-
pointed Lieutenant Bruce Underhill
to replace retiring Police Chief Will-
iam Legg. An official private swear-
ing-in will take place Friday, July 1,
and an unofficial public swearing-in
will take place at the next council
meeting on Tuesday, July 12.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
his promotion was “well deserved.”

Councilwoman Sara Todicso said
she was happy with the Police Search
committee’s recommendation of Lt.
Underhill.

Councilman Jim Matthieu said the
borough was “in violation of the town’s
bylaws” by creating the Police Search
committee. He read from the bylaws,
stating, “A special committee could
be appointed by the mayor for the
purposes other than those included in
the duties of a standing committee.”
He said as a standing council commit-
tee, the police committee deals with
personnel issues. “This seems to be a
self-inflicted wound” by not search-
ing for a police chief through the po-
lice committee, he said.

The council had intended to adopt
nine ordinances set forth by the plan-
ning board; however, four ordinances
require amendments because an old
zoning map was used when writing
the documents. Those amended or-
dinances will be adopted at the next
council meeting. Two ordinances,
one affecting the official map and an
ordinance to create a Transit Ori-
ented Development Zone District,
were tabled.

An ordinance was adopted to
amend the land-use ordinance by
expanding the RA Single-Family
Residential Zone and reducing the
number of properties in the RB Two-
Family Residential District. The fol-
lowing properties are affected by
this change: Block 107, Lots 12-22;
Block 108, Lots 14-23 and a portion
of 9; Block 205, Lots 2-34; Block
206, Lots 1-23; Block 305, Lots 11-
14; Block 403, Lots 13-18; Block
405, Lots 1-12 and a portion of 13;
Block 406, Lots 2-17; Block 505,
Lots 1-10; Block 506, Lots 1-8 and
Lots 10-15; Block 507, Lots 1-3 and
a portion of 13.

Another ordinance amending the
land-use ordinance by creating a new
zone district entitled Transportation,
to represent property that is utilized
for public transportation, was
adopted. Bob Pender, chairman of
the planning board, said, “…there
were other towns in other instances
when people tried to build a public
right-of-way because it wasn’t zoned
as such and lawsuits entailed.”

“That zone has specific require-

ments, one being you can’t build a
house in front of it,” he said.

A bond ordinance to authorize the
2011 road and drainage improvement
project was adopted.

The council unanimously selected
a new recycling hauler. The council
moved to accept the bid from Waste
Management for a three-year con-
tract to pick up recycling at a cost of
$30,467 for years one and two, and
$31,325 for year three. Waste Man-
agement will replace the borough’s
current recycler, Great Northern, sav-
ing the borough $27,910 over a three-
year period. Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma told The Westfield
Leader that Great Northern’s con-
tract expires today, June 30.

During the workshop meeting,
Councilman Petruzzelli and Council-
woman Todisco said they were con-
cerned with the legal issues of the bid
not being submitted properly because
the company submitted its cost table
monthly as opposed to yearly in its
bid. The council had discussed reject-
ing all bids and sending the contract
out for a new bid. The borough re-
ceived three bids for the recycling
contract and two bids contained er-
rors. The other bidder  — the current
recycler — did not sign the bid bond.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi,
who recommended the council select
Waste Management because it was
the low bidder, said the error in the bid
was an “insubstantial irregularity.”

He said the borough could risk a
lawsuit should they accept the low
bidder. The attorney said the bidder
who submitted correctly could file a
lawsuit because his bid was submit-
ted without error.

During the public comment portion
of the workshop, resident Bruce Pater-
son, who noted his background as a
contractor and sending out bids, said
to Ms. Todisco, “You don’t have expe-
rience… You are making a mountain
out of a molehill. At this point, it is a
savings…it is a minor irregularity.”

During the workshop meeting, Mr.
Triarsi said the council needs to es-
tablish a salary, from $4,000 to
$6,000, in an ordinance for a shade
tree employee.

Councilman Mathieu, chairman of
the council’s Finance Committee,
said, “We have got a good bill of
health” for workers’ compensation
claims, which have dropped from 12
incidents in 2008 to two incidents for
the first half of 2011.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo, chair-
man of the council’s Buildings and
Grounds Committee, recommended the
council approve the air conditioning
unit for the police department with a
cost not to exceed $16,000. The coun-
cil voted to approve the request.

Resident Rich King said the post-
ing of comments by council mem-
bers on online public forums is “un-
acceptable.”

Garwood Baseball League Presi-
dent Scott Kessler thanked police,
fire, first aid and DPW for their hard
work.

Education News


