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HALL WHACKS 2-RUN HR, 3RBI; FRIEL 2 DBLS, 2 RBI

WF Blue Tops Florham Park
In C. J. Baseball League, 9-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sparks flew off the metal sticks of
the Westfield 12U Blue baseball team
early and some more sparks were
added in the later innings in a 9-2
victory over Florham Park in Central
Jersey League play at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on June 23.

Last year on July 16 at the same

location, the same two teams met and
Florham Park carried a 7-2 lead en-
tering the sixth inning, but the
Westfield Blue plated five runs in the
bottom of the inning to end the game
in a 7-7 deadlock. Blue team pitching
ace Matt LaCorte relieved in the fifth
and pitched two perfect innings to
keep the Florham Park hitting ma-
chine in check.

This time, the Blue offensive ma-
chine roared loudly with five runs in
the bottom of the first to dictate the
tempo of the game, and LaCorte (2-
for-3, RBI, run scored) led the five-
straight hit charge with a hard single
off the leftfield screen. Victor Cruz
(2-for-3, run scored) slashed an RBI
single to right. Mike Ukrainskij

MURRAY, KERR LED IN HITS, HOME RUNS, AVERAGE

Blue Devil Nine Finished 25-5
Had a ‘Season to Remember’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty-three long years after win-
ning its first state sectional title in
competition, this year’s Westfield
High School (WHS) baseball team
took a step forward by capturing the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
crown then ventured into uncharted
territory by winning in the Group 4
semifinals before bowing to
Manalapan in the championship to
finish with a 25-5 record.

Of the Blue Devils’ losses, three
were to Governor Livingston (GL)
the Group 2 champions, and one was
to Cranford, 6-5, in nine innings. The
three losses to the Highlanders were
6-4 at GL, 17-14 in the Union County
semifinals and 8-7 at Westfield.

The Blue Devils finished with a
.384 team batting average with 26
home runs, 13 triples, 77 doubles,
260 RBI and 298 runs scored.

Senior catcher AJ Murray, a four-

year varsity starter, led the team with
a .540 batting average (BA), 52 runs
scored, 54 hits and nine home runs. He
also was second in RBI with 45 and
doubles with 13. Murray, along with
senior James Barry made the “Most
Likely to be Hit-by-Pitch” category,
each absorbing seven thumps.

Last year, Murray had a .482 BA
and was selected All-State Third Team
and All-Group 4 First Team. He led
the team with a .492 BA his sopho-
more year, and as a right fielder his
freshman season, he batted .255.
During his four years at WHS, the
Blue Devils amassed a 77-26 record
(.748 percentage).

This year, Murray was selected The
Star-Ledger “Player of the Year”.

“There’s not much more I can say.
His quiet leadership was unbeliev-
able. How wonderful it was for him
to be a leader to our kids. They look
up to him. He does all the little things
that nobody will see in a paper,” Blue

Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.
Senior first baseman Danny Kerr

went 47-for-101 for a .465 BA. He
led the team with 55 RBI, while
whacking six home runs, four triples
and 11 doubles, and scoring 33 runs.
An All-Group 4 Third Team selec-
tion last year, he led the team with a
.487 BA, and in his sophomore sea-
son, he had a .383 BA.

Kerr, who was selected Second
Team All-State and First Team All-
Group 4, was also named The Star-
Ledger’s “Union County Player of
the Year”.

“What you say about AJ, ditto for
Danny! They played well off each
other. They were inseparable. I know
they struck fear in other teams. Some
of the games we won, the reason was
these guys, as well as the others that
made it such a success.”

Murray and Kerr put together some
outstanding career totals. Murray fin-

CRANFORD CATCHER LEONARD GUNS DOWN THREE

Cranford Edges Summit, 3-2,
In Cal Ripken District 12 Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Pickoffs, gun
downs, key defensive plays and su-
perb pitching performances paved the
way for a low-scoring game in a show-
down between Cranford and Summit
at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on
June 25 to determine which team
would receive the top seed in the Cal
Ripken District 12 12U Baseball Tour-
nament.

In the end, the Cranford little Cou-
gars scored three runs in the bottom

of the first inning and managed to
hold off a valiant effort by the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers to eke out a 3-2 vic-
tory.

With so much at stake, gutsy plays
had to be chanced on the base paths,
and both teams took their chances
only to witness an alert defense that
was ready to smother their chances
for success. The first of the gutsy
plays and the response took place in
the top of the first inning when
Hilltopper Jack Washburn slapped a
leadoff single to right field, stole sec-

ond base and attempted to swipe third,
but Cougar Catcher Sean Leonard
gunned him down. By game’s end,
Leonard would add another gun down
at third and one at second base.

“Sean Leonard is a fabulous catcher.
Yes! They ran themselves out of a
couple of innings. We made some
plays, and we really didn’t hit that
well. It was a good game by both
teams. I’m sure we will see them in
the playoffs again,” Cranford Head
Coach John Oblachinski said.
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4 Pheasant Lane
Scotch Plains, NJ

Asking $979,000

This unique 4 Bedroom, filled with striking architectural details, including custom built-ins,
includes a gourmet center island Kitchen with Viking appliances and a wood-burning hearth,
a first floor Master Suite, 2 additional Fireplaces, an upper and lower patio, 3 car garages,
gleaming hardwood floors throughout and so much more.This home’s unsurpassed location
creates an idyllic place to return to at the end of any day.

30 Highlander Drive
Scotch Plains, NJ

Asking $879,000

Redesigned for today’s lifestyle, this 4 Bedroom/4 Bath Ranch is located in a fabulous family-
oriented neighborhood. The new open floor plan incorporates the Kitchen, Breakfast Room
and Family Room, with dual access to the rear paver patio. Enjoy the stone Fireplace in the
Living Room, the Master Suite occupying its own wing and hardwood floors throughout. An
expansive Recreation Room and abundant storage space can be found on the lower level.

212B Lenox Avenue  Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 301-1000

www.needlepointhomes.com
E-mail: info@needlepointhomes.com

Needle Point Homes
Presents Two Country Estates

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVOIDING THE PICKOFF…Westfield 12U Blue player Kevin Campanella, right, slides back to first base to avoid being
tagged out by Florham Park’s Derek Saul in the first inning at Gumbert Field in Westfield on June 23.

David B. Corbin (Westfield/Hunterdon Central game files 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A FAMILIAR SCENE IN THE PLAYOFFS…The Blue Devils and their fans celebrate after defeating Hunterdon Central
in the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 semifinals on May 31. The Blue Devils pulled off last-inning heroics the whole way
through the playoffs and up until the Group 4 championships game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTERESTING PLAY AT THIRD…Summit’s Michael Mahecha slides toward third base as Cranford third baseman
Brian Papa, No. 5, prepares to make a tag in the second inning. Mahecha was ruled safe.

Ron Swoboda – Baseball Player
Born June 30, 1944

More Cranford/Summit Photos –
goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports


